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THE BUBMAN; 


HIS LIFE AND NOTIONS. 


CHAPTER I. 

DANCING* 

DASfCrtJio, though ;in accomplishment in which tvcry 
B^rmcEe man or woman is more or Ikies ^xrofktEut, is, ilk 
elsewhere in Uiti East, never carried on simply for personal 
Amusement That roitan, toother with cdaljonitum of 
the two sexes thinning in couples, is entirety a WBfUci'n 
invention. If a great man wants, daudujr he hires people, 
to do it f<>r him. If ipuleod he beremos greatly oxoited nt 
a beat race, a buffalo fight, nr R- religions prooCESiuu on its 
way through the town to the pagoda, he may tuck up his 
pasuli tightly round his thighs end CO per away till his hart 
legs tire, hut lie docs sa eidinaTily with a ludicmusLy 
solemn aspect, a a if the perfamAllW were a jiart of has 
official duties, and. to he gut through with as much stately 
dignity as tire dispensing of justice from the mugbsterini 
bench. It is a cunccstion to the excitability of his nature, 
and ha would be vary much offloaded if next day, when, he 
hftd Calmed down to liis ordinary composed JeioeMtonr, an 
VOL XL a 
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Englishman ’Turn to compliment him On the agiiiiy h* 
-Jia.pbvyuicl^ or tiifc oMuplexity of liis? evolutions on the 
previous day. 

With tho young pOOple it is difibicnt,, but only to a 
oertoin extent, Mu sit of them, if they have tuny aptitude 
that way, practise dfcUChig for the Eukt of tire applause and 
Lwl.miration it uioy get for them when they perforin in a 
village pm cess Lon, at the mi tilt in Li of a yoUUg fid end into 
a moa-nstcry, or at otte of the great religious feasta, such at 
Taiwadehn-tba, or even at a fijnenU, But se a general 
rule no lessons are taken other than 'watching nop;(I por- 
fcmtfttA. The ambitious usually confine themselves to 
praedae in on L-of-tlie-vn ay places by tlicmsolveE, iri.itLing 
to natuinl ability ami good oar to !udp them in the hanuo- 
niona movement of head, blabs, and body, to tho Bound of 
tha music. The women wlio daneo ag profess SMlftla in the 
plays have to go through fl Y&y rigorous course, not- that 
them du'o any com. plicated a Sep a do he learn L, but that the n 
may acquire tho pliancy of body no cess arv for the iudin- 
Tubher crmioriaong into which they have to writhe their 
bodiea 

There are therefore do distinctions of dances, according 
to regular varieties of movements, Tliuai am pretty well 
regulated hctl l by professionals and amateurs According to 
individual fancy. If $ueb a tiling us an T encore - existed in 
ISuriM, it would! probably puralo the dsmeor to repeal the 
stop exactly ag it h fa boon gone tlnoaglL before. This of 
Muree refers to individual dandng, and dees not by any 
means apply to +jto yeliu pw£a, whero a carofhlly trained 
troupe goes through prfraiTM^gfld movements with well, 
drillod prwtakHL There may be gaid to lift rciilly only two 
Vsank of dandug : individual, or it might aiuicat be Cidiod 
irresponsible dancing, such as is seen in the plays and at 
tarioug religious Or social ceremonies ; and the yebn pweg, 


dancing. 


M 

tiVio figure, or " ccamtiy' dunces, at la cm much practice and 
working together is imperatively necessary. A sdiftolre, 
or theatre manager, will toll yen that there are four or 
parhftpft fl*e kinder the dancing of the adit pwi, the 
regular drama; that of llm yuhma nidit ftlis Haetuajftiflcal, 
which h of a milch wilder nod energetic olltiacier; tlie 
dancing of tlao a-nyebn-tbmna, the traiincd companies of 
bftUtftdftacers, who perform in the. pulaco before the Jang 
and piinceH to the sound of tlie pattnia, the harp, or the 
flute. Those are simply glorified yob ns, end the dviUMes 
arc often meet gorgeously dretaed. Avith gilded pyramidal 
crowsig, and wings on their legs. Fourthly, there AS the 
bohn-alley pwo, a performance of much the wmn hind, 
except that it is gone through to the music -of the ittrttu- 
Tin Cult. of that uajiac h A long kettk’-druTlTi’liliG thing, much 
the seme as the tom-tom of Itldifl. Thi? latter variety is 
considered ukl-fashioned, and is net often seen now, not- 
watti.6(aad i rg that it is called BtyHw, after tlie great T] ifthin- 
’ffQOffl, Avlao is partacuEarEy fund of it, TElO fifth style of 
dancing, aooortlbg ft:, tin; player’s idea, is tho pd&naatlCn 
of the orditifliy domestic youth On festivo occasions, when 
bo jjratlCOS shout like rm extremely self-ooiaKci: are iaikc ■■ - 
cook in the style that suits bis capabilities heat 

There are b great vn ricty of names for special dances,, but 
in all there is tlie Mine waving of hands and weaving of 
paces. TLie hands, fingers, elhows, and shoulders, are 
twiiled about os i r they wore ei render j ointod ; tho logs are 
doubled up ond oxteaided in the same fitullislic aatd tcutu.- 
culnr fashiaOj while the body seems to wind and bond in 
any direction with equal fiicL-ity, I am ‘not & tfflft&vmtir 
an dancing inySelf. Ond Aril! only add that Europeans as a 
rule land no attractions in the dancing axeept the marvel- 
inns sensitiveness to tiane, and tli'e CKkretuO tension iti 
Avh Lch every muscle of the body is constantly kept, 
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Little though tJie dancing Of the mm resembles Euro¬ 
pean saltation, that of the >;i l - Ls :? still farther from, active 
motion sod definite figursE* Tbit is no doubt jn gruac 
pari due to the Burmese feinslc dress. The tmnebn is 
simply a- sipinre doth folded round the body and tucked in 
80 tint the opening is dow« the front. This necessitates 
seme adroitness oven in walking, and readers all active 
motions Lrtoompnt.ihJo with modesty, When they dimes 
the akiit as sewn or panned down thfi front, so that the gill 
is, as it FtDj, in a narntw hag, reaching down to her feet 
and trailitig about on the ground in an eighteen-inch or 
ta'n-fioot traio. Even iistts hampered their dances arc 
much more animated than those of the Indian mutch 
girlfij IjLi.t still do not go greatly hoy end posturing. Nover- 
thelres, tho natural and graceful attitudes into which they 
throw the body, and the cleverness with which thsv 
manceuvne their hands and arms, so different from Euro¬ 
pean awkwandnoss with those meanbeiu, is net without n 
Hiliwua. It is. rpaite il common thing to aee a girl bcr>d over 
backwards till liar tips touch the mat Upon which she 
stands, SOld pick up from tin; ground rupees thrown there 
by the spectators. In Mandalay, I hove seen a performer 
double up evU her members, head and all, into a space 
represented by tho length of box trunk, and compact 
enough to be put into sn culinary-sized portmanteau. 

1'ho zaht-thanift, tho pruftM&inmd actresses, usually donee 
to their own singing and often nuproviao with wonderful 
eievcTnew., when performing before a celebrity, or any one 
whom it is especially desired to honour. Many of them 
acquire ia- rOpufution that cctteuda ail over tho country, and 
are often, sought for in vain by the wealthiest play-goer?. 
Chief among them is the ¥ ten-daw Mali-lay, the "Man- 
dolOry Diva," wIlo is known to every English official cr 
man of importance who has viaited Mandalay with in tJn- 
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Lust twenty years. Tnliko mmt KfUstSm women, sho kef)** 
remarkably Vi r t'lLj and though bfcr Voica ia biglmutig ^ gi ¥(f 
m y. flh e n^kra up as well as she did nearly twenty 
Sgfe when she aimg in Araampocra, the City of the Lm- 
mtHtolg, Thera ware few Englishi iion who saw her perform, 
ten yours since, before Lord Mhye !u Rangoon—: she was 
aBn t down tpcnially from MantLoJay by the feta king for 

that purpose— who could have believed that she thru 
close on forty. 

An qJXOfnphshment gMstly affected by the aorypLdcs 
is tile Citmoniinwy faculty of mowing Ice*] musclas. tJh* 
remain dor of the bciiy feting perfectly (juiot. Many of tlio 
msil. especially the clowns of the piece, turn do (lie same 
thing, hot it is usually brought in by them only os JL 
jnuokery of the lody, Eli* will MtSUd thoamis alternately 
arid cause the musclea to rise Hud fall and twftell bo vigor¬ 
ously that it may he seen yards off. Similarly the bosuni 
JuMives os if violently agitated by passion Or esorfdosi, 
while the face remains perfectly iiiipnEdve. 

Those: displays arc flU, however, MiTflpfliulivdy uninfer- 
esfclug to foreigners. Tho porturiognml waving of Lnnds, 
however graceful and an ppl*, become tire#! if mi, ami tie- 
mere ho the ofltucr fchoy are seen, j Hut it is different wiife the 
yehu pw£, tho choral 1 1 aliens, which are very often executed 
by amateurs, and imply con bil| camblo ukiil and long pno:- 
tioe under competent hietrlictoiu. Tine coup iFarf is very 
attractive, anti the *ffoct of the different groupings quite 
as good an any Chi tig to >*■ user, in tho incidental ballet of 
the European stage, while the brilliance of tho dresses mid 
the ebbing and Hewing chorus of the dflnOern adds tn the 
picturesquencBS of the whola. Thu yolm ffourfelics hiceE 
ift small vfllngee, wlmro the moat promising of the youth 
of both Rexes are token in charge by a ski I fed ^ayah, who 
trains them seriducusly together until thay have (attained 
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T^Bribc-toocir Even in these domces i-lie sexes do not mingle 
There are meiimma yekn and yeukya yebn. the former 
usually OKibewiflg - complex movements* and sitting in 
rows on tire ground, richly decked with bracelets, and 
iJ.d. 1 ilcoiniri neck Luce S fulling ever their silken vests Or 
tight-fitting Jaee bodices, The dyjioi'ujj uunsLEta of the 
ueu&I pirouetting, or perhaps it might to he called winding* 
on twill liiCtj WLttl. nuioh serpentine movLimonts of the arms 
and the heath '/he loosening of the elbow-joint is greatly 
priittiEcd by Burmese girls with a view to these perform¬ 
ances, and also under the impression that it is in 

itself. T^iom early y-SCtra tho Ortn ls so manipulated that, 
the forearm can be bent back so as to form ft CQrvo 
ontwftrda, Ojv. 1 this ftdOOUtgiJislmicnt is steadily exlubiDad on 
MS occasions in public by a hell* who has acquired it. 
Very often the mehinma yebn is performed by ft body of 
gicUj who Succeed ono another in sueceHsivs groupft, All 
urn seated at first. The ohorug begins hi a low recitative 
gradually swell! ng until at last the first group rise and go 
through a stately perihraiftnce. Tliey are succeeded by the 
next row who are more lively in their movements, and so 
on to the Iilit, who lire usually young girl s* and nrO much 
more rapid and varied in their figures than their elder 
predecessor! Euaally all join ia soraC complicated evolu¬ 
tions, mhI finish up seated in aome pm-arranged figure. 
But as s. rule the me h m m a ychns* though pretty enough 
as a mem spectado* have not sufficient notion, to redeem 
them from idle accusation of tiresome sameness brought 
against individual dancing. 

fa tbu inau'H dances it is different. At tbo commence¬ 
ment all are SCftted, four or five in the front row, ftnd 
fijituing a column of porliaps ten or more rowE. The 
conductor gives tlLO sign and all bow down with closed 
hands raised to the forckMid in salutation to the great mftn 




m who* honour tins danae is given. Tlum they hegiu 
jiingiLig in chorus in the Hound way. The song treat* in n 
rambling way of the past tustuiry af Use village, it* ancient 
prills oM heroes; >[* victories in Wt'ificcE, boxing 
jnatchns, or m&ins of oaefc& Intetpalmte-il at* catch 
pli/rwes Tor Use guidance of the dancers. n curtain w 01 Q 
nil spring to their fr-ct; they swuy to the rights to tlm 
Left; whit* ELandkarahLufs are drawn hum the bolt and 
wiivort to Use measure of tiit icfaiin, pooled white wands 
repiaet; tELcm; they pirouette sinmltnn&bnfdy, tlioy Troop 
round in piocosHEon in movements reKinhling figures in 
tbc Lancors, or the Haymaker*, the time varying nidi Use 
mciuainj n: tilt sang, dying away iu plaintive Bounds 
almost to cprwflOBDtft, and then sudd only risii ig to racitod 
movement of every limb as Use wonts Loll of a let-pwfl t 
m which Homo toad boro of the, K fancy “ did glorious 
d uCtls, or a fight long yonn ago wl ion. the village spciuinen 
earned the day. Thun the muaHrmi changes again* the alter¬ 
ations in time brnilg always hunddod by seme snub refrain 
as toll yulm daw Uso^ lay uiouug yuli wn, a kind of warn¬ 
ing hiring aut after tlio maimer of the first WLnni of a 
military command, Occasionally a yotm. trftiipo which has 
acquired pai'Lioitlnr skill and renown travels about the 
counky 011 F-peiunl invitatiEJU. Rangoon is often supplied 
with if* " country dances " in this wity, the townspeople 
not having the time, or being too numerous to form a good 
company for them wives, But they vary rarely become 
regular professionals iu the some way jlx the play actors 
do ; they never parfbmm ostensibly to gain a Jiving, mid 
ilia dancea always occur on houiq fobs day, whether 1 in their, 
own place, or in the village to which they have been 
invited.. Their instructor always receives a SLlttl of money 
to roccmpensii him fur his trouble and to pay for the 
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espeaasfls uf Liie troupe, Yolrn pw& aro perform^ aodi- 
narily in private bouses, or <m & public platform, when It ie 
rt religixHM or Spetrijil fg^timl, A yelm js ei fiiTouirta w&y 
q ( greeting a great Juan, or an English offioiftl on Ills 
arrival in a Til lags. It is not SO e&pHm'va as a aaht pwfc, 
is ittQHJ -quickly arrange:!, allows the SO ft a ftnil dimghtara oi' 
ta* chief people to diatmguisli themselveSt, aiul luata juai 
as long as the parnon it la intended to honour pleases. 
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MUSIC AEfD SOSKS, 


Tjteue lira no of music or auging Lit Bamm, 

s-Uld tbora arc no written wsjre^ A musician coinniEncoe 
his career by diLLgeutly listening to the ptrfbrtUfinCe of u 
good Loud. By and by lie ■ftutsiiK tho village orchestra os a 
dapper player, and so lawns tile time end tho pticuliantioH 
of various tunes, just ns odors rise ironi tbe poBiuetug end 
elinrusos of □hildi'en's aud ttrtilitiy yoltn pwft to tlio full 
dignity of dramatic, ^formers, As a natural eonsequcnco 
there ore occasionally variations, uud indued uvtuy pulaay, 
or flute-pifiycr, litis his own psirtieular ulunnffiHm^ but 
these are never 30 great us to materially altur the cliarfiater 
of tho air, and s-ncls tone* juss the tuy-dut, n-poo-duik, lolra- 
fryici and SO forth, ‘wliicJi occur in uverysaht, an; an familiar 
to .everybody as :f 0od £AV* Che Queen ,r and cr Auld Lang 
Syne " ora to an Englishman. NovertlisleB-i it is very difii- 
oul c fur il foreigner to uitch the air, and I Jiuvu not boon 
tilde to got an 3£ugli:}h neon; of nay of the really old 
uatiutml tunoEL Tins melody given later on was taken 
down front tilt ploying of a- null-known pwt lender iti 
MuuJmeiin, and lain been harmonised for the town brass 
band by Mr. W. G, St. Clair of that place, to whom I mu 
indebted for the score. So true ift it to ilie dr tEuit runny 
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light band touches the strings, wlailB the singer plays to 
ills owa accompaniment, A similar instrument is the 
mee-gyoung, " the enicodile, 1 * a sort of guitar with three. 
stiingEj stretched over It hdLLow frOuncling-board, shaped hke 
that Uuiuvitiug Eauriau. It is araaewLiat too primitive, 
however, to be popular, except with se nth a Entail people. 
Finally chars is the pattabL, Or bamboo harmomcon, as 
Rome Cldi it, This instrument has always evoked approval 
from, oven the most fastidious of foreignEtra, as a, singular 
instance of sweetness of sound produced from roost m- 
pnHnifling materials. It OOnfliats of a, carved and painted 
box, long and narrow and with high rising ends. 3Troni each 
of the corners of these sidea arc suspended strings which 
hang down in a parabolic curve over the low oen Ere of tlue 
bov, and (O these strings arc attached Arc Htrips of hamhno, 
planed at olcge intervals. Their tone is regulated by the 
more or !ees complete thinniag cut of the contra, nf the 
under Ride, *UJd little sticks are used to Strike them 
with. The notes preducod arc surprisingly clear and 
nifilndi.ijus, 

Fiddles may often lio heard played with greater or lens 
skill, cspociiilly on the jjagorla etaps by blind and deformed 
to** *h* instrument is not Bfctional, and is never, 
or but rarely, found where Europeans have not penetrated. 
The same may be esiil of the young Burmanfl who play 
in Eangonn on tbo ecmcErtina and the English fifo and 
piccolo. It is flattering to national pride to notice with 
what accuracy and rapidity they pick up English alia 

Eat except at funerals and other solemn cecasdons in¬ 
strumented music 3 e leoked upon net eo much as a moans 
of enjoyment in itself as an accompaniment to the human 
vyace, and mere crctiflStfal Conceits would never draw 
the crowds which a single good singnr can always eom- 
ELand. The recitative character of the music is always 
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Itwe evidsnt in the singing than in the icahrunienta* and 
liudi “priMO"Or ^pMto" has individual peculiarity 
La th* way of trills and staccatos introduced into the 
legitimate sir. As the young musician lowna by hanging 
ftbout the band, so a vucnlisi follows an acknowledged 
groiLt singer about And imitatdB hi* atylo, or at Any rat* 
learns the tunes anti tilt Wordt The Latter am f however* 
Tory immatarial, for the language it®|f is ho melodious 
lIia 6 it is easy to oipresji the ideas in rhythm us you go 
an. Moung Tbah Byaw, the great anger of the (lit y, 
nlwftya makes Ilia songs as ho sings thorn, and tide is Hu 
well known tba4 wlLunever he appeals* whether in sl 
regular pUy or only to sing a, few airs r theta are olwavs 
thirty «r forty reporters sitting rminti to- t>,ka down bin 
wOrdH in their ptuaboik. This peculiarity of the Tha-bm- 
woon has aecnsi ermlly got him into trouble A somewhat 
] uoi.iinprebccsE'blc pjetjs of painee etLipietcc rendora it 
tieageuublo to sitig a tban-sun, a now Sung, before tho 
ki]]g. Motmg ThuEt By aw has sevunl tint os. whether 
through too great, laziness to lcnm thy wonk, lit the 
forcD of ljiLl.it, tHmagmued this rule, imd Iluh aetUidly boon 
ordered iji.it to oxecutiuu. But; he sung hi tliyhtoinig l ,i MC ir. 
and the pah gwui, sr.iJ those grim aAanitn* Unable to 
resiirt the melody of this latter-day Orphans, have kid him 
away and exhibited nmc 1ms talented persons Wy in 
evidence of having carried out their orders. Then wV-n 
tiie ne*t pulncu ormcetG came on, tho king—l f it bite 
m(U*sty—would grow tired of the ordinary voualiads and 
regret that tho greut improvisatory Was gimo r Where- 
upuu Mining Tlioh Byaw would promptly cniue forth and 
Bing bis SWCctcst. lie has been killed ill tl iis way several 
times, and is new not above fifty years of ig*— + tittle 
older than tho priiiifl (fMtrtrt, Yeendaw Mah-lay. 

The honouife he rooaiveFi are quite on & par with 
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biuropeuu admiiatlMl of musical talent, Ho baa a patent 
to carry el golden umbrella, afld, OS Thn-tin-woun, Litis 
magisterial powers to punish those who oflhnd him or 
refuse to obey his edicts. Two liters go before biin to 
dear the way, a vdlitQ ■cLotti being tied round their fasces 
ns a distinctive morh. When bft performs in a play a low 
yaza root, or rovnl fence, extends across the front of the 
Stage, and at the ends are planted bis golden, btoo and & 
banana-tree. 'The tatter distinction S& olao granted to 
Mnimg Tkah Zv.hn and Mowag Moo, eingsTS only inferior 
to tie Tba-biu'WOOn himself. 

If the Lanes am not easily reduced to regular rules, the 
difficulty with the metres is not Ieskl There exist, 
EiulemS , written laws ordaining tbo number of feet to the 
verse, but they nrC as lightly regard sd as is consistent 
with tb-eir recognition at alb Much muni prwii&en is 
indeed expected in the old tunes than in those of modem 
date, but or on with them song-writeis of the present time 
allow themselves very considerable frCcdum. The Original 
liBgi are all very short. Thus the pyoh bas but four 
syllables j ka-bya, four; yatOO, fih and four , Ion tab, thuT - 
ya-gan, see and' four e-gyin, four, five, and six; hmnv- 
loltn, four and klx ; peik-tobn, four j lay^gvolij Hyizr - ¥ib- 
gyin, four, five, and six, and » forth. In the than- 
zon, cr nCW tunes, turnover, the compass of tbo lines often 
approaches the portentous length yf some of Walt Whitman's 
Jinaivs of ffrass. &ucb modem tunes are tho kaynh-tban 
(so-called English), dob-bat-than, mt-bay-tl uni, rum-ttiehs 
yohdaya (Siamese), and pyeo-gyee-tl ion (Chinese), Such 
compositions a? the lobn-gyEn and ngob-gyiu cannot be 
deaignated otherwise than ns musical prose, with occasional 
fits of metre, prompted by their dolorous character. They 
axe usually tbo wails of despond cut luvers and the laments 
of atzw-cAJ, unha ppily all too common (in plays and song- 
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books). Such, too, am tils soil ugd*v sub, the ardent epistle* 
of SOIWUnted sweethearts, 

The question of rbyine ig even ujohj pq»liug, fiontm 
cetnpositionB nor, intended. to b> Sung, muil i aa notably the 
s&-brdtyfl*th&B bw^ Songs About tbo twelve m&ntbfi,of the 
year* giving oa account of their diomflretiHtic!^ the pw^s 
thut toko place in thorn, And ao flTU written wL([i 
roeulur fine! rhymes, nldlo the other \t%Vfi D f protodv 
Hhi'-lohn tu-beifc, Jtnb-loku ta-boife, und » forth, am fidrlj 
srtu-jctJy observed. But in the snugs of tLi^ ploys am] sudi- 
]ikc piwhfltidns, rhyme mnj absolute riot, so that it ig 
quit* rjnumrm for wary word in a bite to rhyme with tlm 
corresponding word in the second verso of tlio couplet. 

Thus in the kayak tJutn, tian-tlatod below, tkoro Ate 
nbundiLuee Of linoH Jifce the following :— 

3Yin0-ss]i ]h3l IsTi 
Moo-jfiilL jiuti jinti. 

tra yali Jinm ipaiili 
A-]c1l Iny Ull lout. 

Or in the Taydat— 

’f:'L Fcnli ■ I■!•- hi 
'll ii an|| lit Jiint 
A H|fft tliu JiJ,„ 

Surli rhymes occur in au abund Alice that makes them tFio 
incut prominent charac tells tic of the verso, but rt is 
impossible to reproduce them e*cc)jt in another mono- 
Sylhibic Lnngnmgo. English, of nJJ otters, olfere the 
greatest difficulties to the transit for. 

^ I hove rlene my best to reproduce the following Kuyak- 
tban, " Tl 10 Bourn I of tl 10 Trumpet," us nearly ng possible in 
the varying metre of the OriginaE. Those who us best 
nbJo to judge of the success of the attempt will he tire must 
lenient in their Criticism, I may mention that tho tunc 
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io^fi original]!' ajjaposed to the woiyIr of a song in honour 
of the acEfc£5idIi of King Thoehuvr. but word a on all nienMr 
of subject* Jlftve Nect written to it arnco:— 

E^NaonN JCAlDEIfa. 

0, tbs j;irlr nf Iuim flOouL IaivwiIi 
T ltsy in fniiin vJle'to rsih- i2cv"n 
Fran -hiIs flf jjitet lafyionit thn sJcip^ rara Jltjs fJiuii'Jikoo &ra anna. 

/tii.I. lit fi^ranst dll ilioir nlosui, 

Clml, it ni:ir:.K n i:mii r«ul Ti'uik, 

And tU>Iuuras Jdnok Uni glWT with Jut wrefrto life [)iv tlm. 

Ta mnidunfl . r kij, 

‘Wifck fniaiij rSLre^ 

Ypup fiiaisi Hid yDui'muja Ekfcjr ncu A pair ; 

FoS-infljflfliiR r.ru rriiDornaii., 

BlSt to ®1' til* T am uanuil— 

IT T-™ wora Ikiiwi 

liVo ili-rcili lie n^Eil, 

For utu> Moji Soil tho WrT from tliQ fnlT 1 
VdlVlv » :=lL*JiL-:|I.IL- 

A lilt h>? I L JlillJI, 

.Yun run like WttylliKTl(!hyft'» quoni, 

Ar.il v.'liijtL Eimji.".’ ii ;i m , 

Vila -iiJ.'_l;>- m of JluflOn All tho gr:-:ii, 

Mao Lii y, 

'Ainck J 

SiidIl d ]: 1 kd«;, I Ojii Sjhv j«‘w ■ cisr- &aak,' 

Ah, Than wd mtjat hj - ulunio;. 

My lioori’a nil in a dDiiau, 
jfmi'TO W doji^anaiislp, nmxddlJudj Jiiir. 
yi iii (Jlpmnnd ir.r-iiii[y n 3iglit 

lils* ii if.rtaor glc-WR irt Tiiyiiit, 

’lYkb tli&hgbtlilng cif tlio i Q ti |D mirlnljjlLt glrinra of link' 

Tim SonfSniTn Qunem f 
Tko ijjjiWlWjd Qllsou, 

SliO tv1u_- air* smpiftKi^ ulon# 

By tlia iughkIl oa tiw tLnoiWi 

Ska *Jio preatoit of UlO IMOIT; 

Litf, iwsnt coiiHo irlioin I Oiifliat 
DriTk-aki-TlCHl AT Mr, 
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S.I 10 lifia TDtini, I klQ^OSIl'B jo?j 

TiiDt lira hcndrej. loutiB BlrtEi^' i 

But ilio cJitu fln7r;.i L i jgu Vi'C&r, 

"Ifni: jiii.v iLud irltU udt ccniipw, 

Eruigcaa. :r 1 iiis. 

■W*tl: gjy KvreLiur u'nr tbe tvsMii,. 

V-i'.li iWOBt b‘v-':'.yL 11 £ r.riiu shuuljier, 

WiiLflut nut 

Yc ijif^ie !■ «i mu ur two iDLTia 

Wr’jcilH tlmt ]uvo wil] kuilly jnUlur 
lb tbs limit. 

0 Unit ■iTlt'Pa- Ill UiB immJ stHI I 
j t Iim wiw^tit gush grJsviMM Jinren. 
kiln ilic -fjtpiKi ■wlioa tbjiy'ze nt jilup, 
like "jit untiiij Dr ^[njiilDliij,, 

VriumuL diijiLay 
]u iiTcry-dup 
^LUBt C’VSiOD tllCJ 

AnUli Bail 

Ai -.lie U-f- m) 1M rilhlSBlIB cf '-ju.' n'kiei 

In tilth TintiunJ, tilth nausl nm^L 

■0 | tumid I hnt nine wlist I think, 

Jtfj 1 iifciTt TWttld nfl laoift Ott ftiB Brink 
QJ (feupniring IgTt Krnmti tifnl flljik, 

Ye m riilinn to iicivtnH tin link [ 
illnifiB. jnmtr-liy 
WUb -nWiB Wh Bjro 

Upc-s tlw TSkt^kul HimtiiAYrtMy girls, 

■J'koiifjL bB bt si-e. 

Hit Bwlmp <m \gs 

FseKO HhI ■aritliin Jvta iNfam-lHSH llll it wlilrlr, 

Usi-uIl iinoy:lL'lcr! r Eiir b Qir, 

Hoes- bud Inirint. v/ire, uvltc, 

Ajjt. jner'u Jito rLj lo s ";ite , aiLiTi. 

Cull 1 paint jfliir'WDjnj 
E-otter tC'iUui jmli pilniH; h 
In TBTM 
That'* lf««S 

thin iBnir Youths Mr kb «yr mats Id Muodnlay. 

BflJfanet) i-H a daughter of nats, cerresponding yeiy mucli 
to the classical Mont. 

YOh II. 


C 
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tyfadw, ilie Kpduse of Prince Wnythaudaya, U tdwiyji 
regarded as the model wife, 

AmehJ 41 mother J J ' La the invariable CjMlftmatioD of all 
Buntings on all possible occasiOiJ& of astonishment-, anger, 
doubt. or d&EgfcL 

The usrne Hanthawoddy, propculy applied to the whole 
piffPlMCj is, in songst. uaaolly employed to dMignat# 
liaugoorij' for rhythmical m^ro tbftu any other reason 
just as ?■!anayay, or Myu.y, or Man, stands for Mandalay 

"Eflefrbud fairies/’ 1 cbJ. 1 ed hotn-gyul, ana daughters of 
oadgj w bo hiring staved in fbti country of tbe dewfilu for 
a thousand yours* ate obliged to COUW down to tbo seat of 
man. again. They arc bom fram roses. Such ch&ttElhlg' 
houris apparently particularly dlfoct Baogoon. 

The following’ is the air as written dawn by Hr. 
SL Clair:— 


M J ■=. 14 


]£ AY All-THAN., 
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Nfiy h to tho Bound {>t the Trumpet J ' the Iboh-hat-thaa 
is probably tbs most popular air, Atid is certainly the neu 
iflOSt familiar to the English ear. It may be ecdlcd the 
refrain-song, rvorl is remark-able far the long dwelling end 
trilling an the last note of such gtuaaa. The dob is the Reed 
with vrhiab' lien taken in the game of goEm-nyiEL-htali, 
and pritj or bat ia to twist or spin, Tho metre hare ia 
not so compbcAted 

aEKElTAUH. 

J>i7c , 

Troth io tnutly plighted, 

Wa light with JHu £irt hgh(«L 
Sigh, Ey dnftO 
III lilt llUlYl, 

Lscig wfth fail, 

Now tlicn'rt i:ur ' 

^- ,l H k nE.-J lighj Tn u J n ■ T 

Flsw iJm tourm-olMd,, 
fkai nnU jhritlnii (lij nrLmiji IcniJ., 

CJjhid Ifypt flujd inwly toVvod. 

Gobi -ia Lor.rL 
UffB I Sped. 

For ]0¥t ihnii 
BcnE rny Sicid, 

J^oiiHEOim ia Jore rlrifl. 
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Thfl tljeJiniuiiti pliy, 

Se* wild. niti j Hilly, 

IlStexicLiijd,, but rail fmns then anny - 
SmS :■*■ I Mj lanflL 
Sweat, mv 

Hi: TiLil Admit, 

Heu ITU 3 IBOfldj 
SlFUEtloi^ t.IU? TAJ U1BIU, 

Lb™, the. Eloqd-fstk 
Fiiabtd lijii* ^Isima <rf hupc back, 
.Bre-lm mid fnikdiU ftbogiH Ntdc ; 
fiery 1 writ 
At tby 911: ; 

Cjiuii : Lrr.i^Iit, 

THi' :'i u ?- L’ L:.. 

TJflt Wltli I10I1 u -I wnit 

My pet 1 h Mr 

TFitli Ubweu twEnert! in lvw JiaLt, 

J!-.r L" li i ■’ 1 g jliS-irj^ h'"' ] likn ,'l kuto,, 
Iiikt uuat 
j'l.irly set 
Jidirta tu £Et, 

Sww 4 illy put, 

Mina lira in tbit Bit 

Cwvrtiy efoffy 
Tat la i*f iiueuaJj 1 jjlorj 1 
My ijuiuli’a :m Jiiir aud' nun:, Eye, 
Eyuliraw cm t, 

Jii.it .1 glint, 

Sl^ghtcnt liinfi 
Of iTt La ^ 

Eye-liiyur'a jjEucLUud tint, 

Fainted :]ic:'k:i awast, 
iSusL^iy v. Ltnrt ill m::T i 1 n Tnc:t, 
Seo f 1 III r,iw mu it thy Tuut. 

Thwa in nuns 

'Ta J» worn, 

IT(i nn4 QUA 
■NuitlL tlm HUH, 

ULcn rnykiun tbwyg llOPDr 




ss Tin: huiluan 3 Hia life afd is otiose. [cuaf. 

This the hu mate are certain spirits, or superior beings, 
tcViij preside o?ftr Stie showers. It raios whcinuvcr they 
oiraio out of r.ljRtr houses I't-La atari], to sport about ond have 
miflOLC fights in the dr, The tkndfir and the lightning 
are tbe dnshiipr and shining of tVi o celestial mtuS. "VVhon 
the euu is in tbs houss of tho goat it 5& very hct, and the 
thchn-nats do not coitm tut To amuse them from tbcir 
lethargy, if the mins Bit long of coming, it is a eammnti 
custom in country places bo have a lohn-swii-tbcG* a tug of 
Wftf. A chain or a stout cable is got* and tliC Kluges 
iJifidM ttiejOiiotvoF into two pLi.rUts, nad pull and shout fmd 
get up as much cieilement as possible* to stimulate the 
th&hn-nois to erari LhemEchras also. A lohn-Ewt-theo stime- 
times oontmuss; for nearly an hour without definite result. 

The *'. painted dwn^" or ri fragrant uludcBt' so fn> 
que&tly mentioned in all these love-sungE*. nofera to the 
than a-'kb a* a swcCt-scentcd, straw-eolfflind powder mado 
from the TxtfV and roots of the Murraytt jpawfatlatil, 
A flowering shrub of tho citron species. Seme girls, and 
o spec idly sumo SuCtroSSW, havo particular icdpes for making 
up the MSJffictio into a moist paste* It i& applied with 
the linger* and a gued deal of skill is oshtbiiecl in putting 
on the requisite amount. Unpractised hands usually 
smear -an far too much, and it cracks and looks unpleasant 
On others it is barely visible* All girls use it &md nut a 

few from dandies. 

Tho following may bo regarded as somewhat of an 
approach to th(j European wr$ tft soci4lL I have not 
attempted to imitate ths original metre; 

Till CICAJi-MAmiH 01 MADEYAH* SEAJ1 M ABE A LAY. , 

Thy chcruntR. a-ri i3eftjy tiligerr-3, 

Etmcis wo U Burma'S hud* 

Hj:iy i chief lina fondly JlitgtMfl, 
y-i.Liaici it: inililioh iduitlc luicd. 


llj 
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MAdoyali* I'd. ripne to jjnfl Lliso 
T : - ir -.L.vr:i 3 li r.Dil d-iia:y ?mm! lo, 

Tot LI!-.■ It ,Sricpi:.L;;j loLii bnt hj'lrif; tliMH 
fii'ii.-”w riSlu lb; zuliic* blideii. 

By (tli Ihltuiu's gcuit gilaril graujiBUt 
«llH lh« (tfirici!, cbarnaG bi IiatmI, 

Anri !i:! ii,u5 Men little JJnb Nyo^ 
llaxt] of oil. tlrfl- jrtjjc Liuid. 

niLT^tTiji : 1 . 1 ] my ]oyo *nd j Lulling;, 

Lilcn Lire, u.'h of ]iw ft|(jjoy ; 
llnjica ri>Ep:]Lod □ml Lilly Ilyin)?, 

Like tbn s-moLe Ka ~il; IS:i nfer. 

TI-7 cbjjraotn w rirJUy 111j 5 r:T<:-:l, 

JJno: tiIl nna liL'.Tr-M.lnti:, 

13 rat tint :iiiiiou tbeL Ljano uid lingo in A, 
bLuIo away tire lmnrZnt'i l^gbc. 


CHAPTER III. 


THE TAWABSBirEHA FEAST. 

ft'EKT to the- uproarious merriment erf the New Y-ftCkfa 
fraist in the sjjrLl'ifT, the festival of Tn-wadehnth \ is prohnhJy 
the most joyous und striEdug of the Burmese religious cere¬ 
monies. It [H not of uuiveiracJ obsonranofl. Some districts 
keep ii up with much more lvorop than othem, hut are eu>t 
always enchnsrastic every your in the Wivy ifl which, 

they celebrate it. In Ttaugeeii trod Mandalay, however', it. 
ia carried out regularly with greater or less magnificence, 
arid preiiiOatiOJ'iK for the procoEsion Eind the performance 
of tho mystery play often go cm tor many months 
before liadtL 

The feast commences on the first of the waning mean 
of Tu’soungmolm, about the beginning cf STovembei', and 
lasts Over three (lays, It j 9 com memo rati vs of the Lord 
Buddha's ascent from tire earth to preach the Sacred 
Law to Ids mother, Maya, then a Queen of dewallA ill 
TawodeEmtho, the second UM-he$ve» r He was staying at 
ills time in the country of Thawattes {probably the place 
now catted Tyzabatl), in the Siytawoon monastery, and 
tlicnco in three sfc'ps cnmpusBed the distance to blot uut- 
heaven, nituated afcove the Myemmoli Taring, the centre 
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of tile universe. 1 Arrived in the nftt-S^At, the Buddha 
preached a sermon on the d«t3*a of filirvl gTni:tod<s, to a 
vaac congregation of byammahe, nat-dcwahs h &J)d arahatg. 
and bftvir.g expounded the LtaW which wag to Isad therm 
into the noble path of dohVQKUSOe, descended again by ft 
magnificent ladder composed in separate strips of gold, 
ril'-Cf, and precious atones, to the nel/fcan kyouug, where- 
he received the usual pious offerings of the people on his 
aiTLTal, on the day of the full moon of TIlluJ i sigpLiut. 

To rtOftll this event in the Buddies life is thB ohnOCfc 
of the feaat, and the preparation of the stage ofton tfthea 
considerably over ft week, no twith standi ng the facility with 
which hanaboo buildings are flin up in Emma. A plflt" 
form ia prepared, from twenty to fifty Or a&xty feet in 
height, according to the subscriptions ftnd the bCalo on 
which It is intended to carry Out the performance. Over 
this ia raised a gully docomtod pya-that, the tow-sr-liku 
spire with seven diminishing roofe, d lornctHristic of Kiored 
buildings, and leading Up to jt is a sloping Way, repreaent- 
jjig the SDungKku'i, the pftth by which Shin Gautumo 
fuicendeih SowiOtimefl there is. ft shriiiftr sloping descent 
an the other Side, figuring the ladder which lod down to 
the monastery in the neighbourhood of Samp ft ThanfthgO, 
hut. mere often Che aacant and descent are compassed on 
the same Slope, which comes to an abrupt cud sir or eight 
feet from the ground, on a level plottoirn-L, covered by 
an ordinary roof, if it represents merely tho north, or 
the Aftcrod ►pya-that if it does duty also thr the uehhnn 
kyouag. naif-way up there is sometimes a covered stage, 

i ]Xo told jiil'i [ivisiiml n iliS-Jitoy [it rndiwJn *jl ill unicmni raid, QtflV- 
ctraCtfti ky tim from nan tfiil of tko world Ld tbs odio?, brines ■> OLWWiL 
ill tiLb of tMjrtJ-ffll TOUT HUB. TJuj Lend nT nE die Inirtttra rvlin 
otitllcc^tiL diE Jij-jpsy of wi'iidiiiii, ri umc nn-mOil P^nnum, was 00 iJVOTmiuu 
ryitli ctifriQ th»t ht tied liimsclf tu d v.-*SgM»il Jw nzil wafl bowiini- 
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representing the Oogaudaw hill, on which the Lord Buddha 
found purchase for his final step te the nat-dowah country 
On the first day of the feast, usually about eight o'clock 
at night, the whole scene being lighted up by the brilliant 
moon, occasionally rather spoilt by smoky Arches and tlie 
evd^molhng fumes of open crude-oil lamp,, the profusion 
begm*. The image of the Teacher of the Law always 
represented sitting cross-leggod, is mounted on 'a ],uL 
carriage, fitter! to ran on a tramway reaching right an to 
Uic tajt and is dragged up by means of a rope aifd awind 

Si 1 “ d T sIowly ftod in a Mther iW 

pwrtly because the apparatus doos not admit of greater 
expedition, but principally to prolong the function as 
mud* M poanble, sc that all the people may 50 e it and 
pa,iter ment may be gained. Surrounding the Buddha 
« a great company of worshippers from all tlm higher seats 

ou ^ r - 111,188 in royai ^ the ww* 

umbreHa borne over them heads, and minister and pag* 
st hand with trailing robes and gorgeous peacock Lis- 
naWcwahs and their rulore in rainbow hue* with wing, 
on arm and thigh; byammahs from the thoughtful real™ 

0 tee upper sky ; a glittering throng, all uniting in praise 
to the Saviour of the World, the chant rising a*nd fal^ . 
on the night air as they slowly ascend. .As a g e n72 
thing it take* quite an hour to get up. There are many 

h Hun 5‘ and lho perfOTmora ’ 1411 i*y»en f««i 
* t b *"? ,naDy rUpee * fOT their dre *«* and 
want as many people to see their grandeur as po^ibl- 

Teohmcady. on the firat night the image should go no 

hSfTaylT ° 08 r UW h ' A bUt ' ^id thus 

haJ.-way house very often does not exist at all and even 
foSr ‘ r “ U8Ual,y no mOTe **** half-an-hour's 

siW v U 7 7r Pr0Oeaal ° n 5008 on to IWadchntha, the 
spire-covcred platform on the summit There the gay 
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throng gather round the image in the attitude of adora¬ 
tion, and a man with a powerful voice stands behind it 
anti declaims the Bermon written down in the sacred books 
as having been preached on the occasion. The subject is 
filial piety. *' 1, the groat Sramann, the mightiest of all 
beings, the teacher of neh'b&n and the Law; I, the all- 
powerful, who by my preaching can lead my mother into 
the path of salvation and the final deliverance; I, who 
know all tilings and have beat down the passions under 
my feet; even I, with all this can but repay the debt due 
to one of tho breasts that suckled me. What then can 
man offer in love and gratitude to tho mother who 
nourished him at her breast 1 ” 

Tho sermon takes very much less time than tho ascent. 
There is a Burmese proverb— 

“ Sah mil taring thiw 

T »yi»r rr**." 

“ "Wlion tlw Folingyiw pnunlua 

No horn) tho slot par niches; ” 

that is to say, no great evil con befall you wben you are 
assisting, in presence of body, if in no other way, at the 
exorcise of so meritorious a ceremony us the expounding 
of the Law. Accordingly the great crowd, who have been 
looking on with much interest at the progress up the 
taper-lit aoung-dan, commence generally to prepare for- 
sleep in tho sayats which surround the place where the 
stage is, or failing accommodation there, curl themselves 
up as oomfortably as may bo undur tho bullock-carts which 
brought them thither. A still greater proportion, however, 
gather together in circles to have a gossip, and this talk, 
accompanied by much smoking and chewing of pickled tea 
and betel, goes on till far into the night. An excuse for 
the scant reverence paid to the sennon, to which none but 
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a few white-haired men and women listen, is, that what 
part of it is not in Pali is in such suggo-gyee, 'such a lofty 
and stilus! style of Burmese, that no one can follow it. 
Accordingly the discourse is hurried through and the per¬ 
forms oomo down, and after putting 0 ff their fine clothes 
rewire the congratulations of their friends. The imago 
remains oil night in " Tawndohutha," and the following 
evening the descent is made with similar ceremonial and 
bo the dnunatie port of the festival is concluded. 

But this is vary far from being the whole of the pro¬ 
ceedings. On both days numerous presents are mado to 
the yahans and offerings to the pagodas, and those are 
owned round about the town and by circuitous routes to 
the monasteries, so that the greatest amount of pleasure 
and publicity may aocruc to the donors. 

Chief among these offerings are always huge spires, 
some a. them fifty feet high, representing Tawadekntha 
ud similar to that on the summit of the stage platform! 
The* ore made of bamboo covered with pasteboard, glitter- 
“? Wtl * f ld md flUver Pap® *nd painted in many 
W w , are corned by ten or twenty men, on W 
^mboo poles. Round about them dance all the youth 
°f the quarter they are presented by, young men and 
^ » thmT bri * ht<JB<; clotJiea - Iq Rangoon scores 

th W6ntl th6ir ** 10 ti0 “Sries under 

the shadow of the groat Shway Dagohn. 

Mingled up in the precision oome white umbrellas, 
gold umbrellas lofty bamboo poles with gilt balls quivering 
? d "ft at tko top, big pasteboard images of nat 
dewahs bee co, princes, and ammals. froTTcrew^ 

mfrdeLfT ^ Bix-leggcd, which 

y please) horse, all of thorn surrounded by their group 

LTiZ'r" Most ^-toristic jsvz 

tho podaytha-hms, a sort of Turanian ChrisWtreo! 
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representing the fablod wishing-trec of the Northern Island 
and the heavens of the note. In thuse regions the fairy 
branches bear whatever is wanted, from a savoury ragout 
to a complete Buit of clothes. Upon earth the quivering 
bamboo twigs carry, dangling by strings, whatever the 
bazaar shops will supply, packets of scented soap, match¬ 
boxes, razors, clasp-knives, little looking-glasses, coloured 
glass tumblers, candles and dolls; and piled round the 
roots are heavier and more UBeful articles—blankets, mats 
bales of yellow cloth, and earthenware or lacquer begging- 
bowls. Those trees, each with its attendant hand of 
dancers, are carried round and finally deposited before the 
house of the head of the monastery. Occasionally a ngway 
padaytha is offered, if the inhabitants of the wealthy dis¬ 
tricts of the town are particularly pious. This silver 
padaytha is a tree similar to the rest, except that from it6 
branches hang exclusively rupees and Emaller silver coins, 
each wrapped up in a piece of tinsel or coloured paper. 
These silver trees, some of which are worth from 600 to 
1,000 rupee*, are more frequently presented to the pagodas 
titan to the monasteries. In the former case the cus¬ 
todians of the shrine take charge of the money for the 
purposes of repair and the payment of watchmen; in the 
latter, the kyoung-thah-gyee, the kappeeya dahyaka, dr 
lay steward of the monastery, receives the money, as 
indeed he takeR the miscellaneous collection from the 
other wishing-trees, and dispenses all for the benefit of 
the kyouug and the giving of alms to poor travellers. It 
is noticeable, however, that the ascetic Soola-gandee monks 
would altogether refuse to accept such a temptation to 
break their vows as a silver rupee tree. 

Spires and umbrellas, padaytha-bins and hobby-horses, 
hover about tho street* on the way to the monasteries all 
day long throughout the duration of the festival, and at 
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night, after the mystery play in nr ar, the hands whidi 
have "been peffftmfliljg nodal on lify nil i.l&v crash Out again 
on tilts night air, and fragments of play a and songs are to 
he tt&nl every where. Chief among ihe night amuaemente 
too is tie presentation of the nag&b, the bilge serpent-like 
dragon, ftgrilfcl molistor often eoosadcrahly over a hundred 
foot long, fumed of thin paper, defended On bamboo 
hoops, Each of these has a- handle* attached to it arul n 
lighted taper fastened inside, Mid ia carried by a roan, 
The body is white, Heading off into & Wood-rod head and 
jaws, and os the cieutuio writhes its long folds and twist® 
wad darts from side ta side of the rood,, tho effect from a 
distance ih uety fine anil Htarthng on a first view, He 
pitingoB and coils about till the candles are nearly burnt 
out, and then is deposited with other olTS Hj.j|_ag on the 
pagoda. AH through the day and night them are generous 
people about, ready to give meat and drink, ch-arocta and 
hotel, to my po^aio-by who chooses to afford them an 
opportunity of acquiring merit, far any act of charity 
accumulates kc-othoh, even though the object aided he 
base, 

The offerings to tho monks are Alec net confined to the 
fruit of tho podaythfl-huiH. On the third day of the feast 
she image of Bain Gautama is carried away from thfi 
bamboo crecticn and dragged through this town in the 
rally morning, the moult? following with their bcggitlg 
pets mid receiving lit abundant alms prOpOretl for them at 
the Buhn-i'l fi iv*gyco feast, which ii intimately oonncttod 
with that of Tawadehutha, and com me I no rate a as much 
tho Lord Buddha's issuing from the nch'bap kyoung at 
£am]ui Thanahgo te beg for his food on Ilia return, from the 
Kicond heaven, as th^ pious gift of nogSuu^ mado after thu 
i«dE fast, by Theozut*. 





CHAPTER IV. 


A BOflH-PAW-CfllE FEAST. 

It is written Iki in the solitude of Qar(»weh!a a 
woman UEtiQed Thoozata VD¥td an offering to the spirit 
□f (,hii pJaea, if duo should Lave a mala child, Thft prayer 
was granted, and tit a offering prepared, A iiiOas&Eid 
flaws, nsw-aolvcd, veto milked ; five hundred more were 
fed with this rmlk. and than with theiuH two hundred and 
fifty 1 1 jure, and so on until the six noblest lutd bust of nil 
her herds produced a milk af surprising flavour and rich- 
nosS. This was hoiied with sandal and fins spies in sfivsr 
vessels, and fine ground rice, from flhosca seed, sot in Uew- 
broken ground, was added, Wonderful signs attended 
the p re par id an of the offering. A tlia.-gyah brrn .1 girt fuel 
to the fire; the great lirahma held cm umbrella over the 
silver lata [ four kings of naiB set by and watched; while 
subject spirits infused rich haney into the nagnmh When 
it was ready Tlioozata sent n soFvant to clear a jlacB under 
a tree in the grove that shu might make her offering to 
the wood-spirit,. Soiiitama, the servant, faund Shin 
Gautama sitting under the b&wdee-tree. It watt tlie day 
an which he attained the neb'ban of the passions, oji 
which ho became the Lord Buddha* and hia faea shone 
with a splendour beyond that of ante, ^uunania returned 
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and told her mistress that the spirit of the grove had 
appeared in person to receive the offering. Thooxata 
poured the nogana into a golden cup, worth a hundred 
thousand piocos of salver, such a cup as is always pre¬ 
sented to the payoh-loung on the day wherein he becomes 
Buddha. Then she went to the grove, and prostrating 
herself humbly, made her offering, turned on the right, 
and retired. The Lord Buddha bathed in the river Nerit- 
rara, at a place where more than 100,000 Buddhas had 
bathed, before obtaining the supreme intelligence. Thun 
he divided tho nogana into forty-nine mouthfuls, ate it, 
and mounted the throne, whereon he sat for forty-nine* 
days tasting no food, and oombating Mahn Nat, the spirit 4 
of death and sin. But ere he lapsed into meditation he 
threw his golden bowl into the river. It ascendod the 
stream swiftly, floated steadily for a short time, and then 
Bonk in a whirlpool far down, leagues beyond the earth 
into tho country of the nagalia, where it fell against the 
golden bowls of the three previous Budhs with a olong 
that resounded throughout rive four worlds, and all things 
worshipped the present Lord: 

" King »ad high Conqnimr! thine hour it coax, 

Thieis the night the tgt# waited for." 

This event in the life of Shin Gautama is com¬ 
memorated in the Sohn-daw-gyoo pwi. Sohn-thee is a 
sacred word Bet apart to denote the eating of members of 
the Holy Assembly, and, in. remembrance of Thoozaia’s 
historic offering, tho mendicants are feasted annually by 
the pious, with a splendour and profusion far exceeding 
the ordinary alms poured daily with unstinting hand into 
tho begging-bowl. The date of tiro feast does not exactly 
correspond with the original event. According to the 
chronicle, the Lord Buddha attained the first state of 
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neb Tran ia the month of Jtssohn, about April, whereas the 
Feast of Taw&defanth^ with which the Sohu-^AW-gyee is 
always immediately connected, is celebrated after Lent, at 
the full moon ef T&'soung-mohn in November, The festival 
essentially one of the town rather than ef the conntiy. 
Except the New Year's Feast, none of the religious Cftlfr’ 
hratictie can ho realty billed rim versa], am] tire Sobn-dAW- 
gyee perhaps le&st of all. Villages ami small country towns 
cannot get together the splendour necessary to distinguish 
the occasion from the ordinary domestic feasts, or even 
from the daily almsgiving to the mendicants. It is theff®- 
fore in a Sargo town like Uangc-on, where there is a certain 
amonnt of n't on ay, and a facility for acquiring or hoiwwing 
ornaments and frippery that the festivities are best seen. 
Th#re the JOf —the word is more appropriate than any 
implying more of a religion* character—assumes the 
appearance of a gigantic reception, or toruima^pnf, 
Streets and quarters of the town nii+ku up a common parse 
for general decorations and the erection of stages for hired 
tmupos of actors, in addition to individual effort. The 
dates are arranged beforehand so that no two streets shall 
make their effort oiG the same night, and so lessen the 
enjoyment of til* public, or draw away frotn the eipacbed 
ii umber of spectators. A committee is elected, or appoint* 
its^lfj, Mid having got as much money as possible, hires the 
best available dancers and actors for this suhe pwA if 
possible a poppet troupe alto, oud in addition, a* JUMiy 
unattached nun cl 01 ore and clowns u.a can he got, whose 
hnsiness is is to d&nce up and down the street in the guise 
of dragons, snakes, nagahs, and demons of all sorts* and 
aniURe such of the visitors as cannot get near enough to 
see the set play, Ot prefer walking ftbout talking to their 
acquaintances. Hands arc engaged in profusion* flowor- 
guriwded arches erected Ot the ends of the Stroot and lit 
YOT,. IT, D 
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intervals along ife length, and gay CLineae lant-onm Lung 
up everywhcre r Complimentary jackets of le’hpet* 
psicklod tea, aerving as inrituticnfl, am sent out in pro¬ 
fusion, buB iba jion-receipt c-f cue of tfteffi does Dot deter 
anybody, and ail comers of whatever nationality aj D 
welcome. 

tfowadaya the menks are to nt to' -complain that the 
pnasaata CHStMBAiily made them at the Tawadehnthfc fk eat 
Mb not nearly so valuable, or even bo satisfactory, s$ they 
nHed to l>e. But it ls dilferaan with ibe Snhn-daw-gyee 
fete. There Ilia emhlemg of the archetypal nogana are 
alt edible and of the most sumptuous kind, !□ ovary 
haisa the fltferinga for the aacetica ata aai out for diapUy 
all [i%ht long am] make a goodly allow, if tha process cau 
hardly be supposed to improve them for consumption, 
MouutainE of ooekad rice send out spurt of bwf aurl 
pork, with flat lands of dried fiah. and outlying peaks fif 
roasted duck* and fowls,' the lega with their dftwa and the 
neck wHb the head and baak being ecttended on if they 
had bean drawn out tight to exhibit their greatest length. 
Nga-pfla, tiak paste, it all it* uialodoroufi varieties of 
ngu-poa gmi*& aehn-tifft, dliamin, cga-tbadu-uk abounds 
Mid loads the air with suggestions of a fiab-euring vi| W 
or an unclean fiah monger'a ia the dog daya. Chinese 
pttUea of sugar and fat park, plate h full of fond E ilk- 
wnraia, maggots from the top of the oocoanuMise, adt- 
pickled ginger and fried gwiic, and a variety of other 
diahtt) beyond the ken of occidental cookery abound all 
do?m the long tables:, ittmtiig with tkeHe‘ and perhapa 
more plcumnt to loot at, are heaps: of fruit, oranges 
Otrona, shaddocks, plantains:, nith herd and there Ur late 
dnran or two, rivalling the nga-pet m ifa odour and the 
tmek-rod or purple rind that conceals the lupous " Sucws ” 
af the delLcioita mangosteen. Pl&ntifiit tins of aardines 
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&i:d Reading biscuits, with somewhat muddydookuig; 
Bengali-fllftd e Lemonade, give ca'klouca. of the progress of 
,r civilisation ■ ” and plates of betel with the fresh graen 
leaves of the betel-vine suggest how the morrow's after¬ 
noon will he passed in weU-fi]fed meditations by tire 
pohn-gyees of the neighbouring monastery. 

The house itself is decked out on a oorreflponding scale 
of nntgmti ceUCtir To the uninitiated foreigner ela ordinary 
Bur meat hut presents about as unfavourable raw material 
for decoration Can well ho imagined. Built of rough teak 
plankisig, or of 6pli t bamboo mAl£, And raised a few feet off 
tho gtmmid on posts, it resembles a maxqaoc tent in shop* 
and in size (according to the principle of the old Joe filler 
story About the stone which was a^ big as a lump of chalk). 
On all ordinary occasions there is not a vertigo of furniture 
in it. A row of earthenware pots with water, a couple of 
wooden bum and tlia rol fed-up muti And blankets whereon 
the household sleep, are tie only things to he seen. The 
sides and ceiling Are grimed With the smoke of the fire that 
eubfl the daily meals; the door stained with smudges of 
oil and red blotches of betel. Yeb this unpromising shunty 
the Bunisan transforms iiato a ptdnce chamber, or stage- 
]i,ke fcdry bower, The sides of the house are thrown up 
towards thu street, 60 that the room asauniOS the appear¬ 
ance of ft verandah. The door is covered with thick 
bamboo rentiiug finely woven, over which bright flowered 
rugs are Spread, The dingy sides of the house are draped 
With flags and tullagahs, elaborate stitched pieces of 
tapestry, ten or twelve feet long, and touching down to 
the ground. Whitt, or brilliant-coloured 0hints, or puper, 
fonilS a roof studflod with rod, blue, or green stars aud 
rosettes ef tinsel paper. Cheat mirrors, Swinging juid other 
lamps, statuettes of wood or stucco, candlesticks with gloss 
shades, clocks^ German half-crown engravings, and gas 1 

B £ 
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Chinese lanterns hang or stand about. The floor is lite¬ 
rally covered with silver aud gold cape and betel-boxea, of 
all size®, from that of a soup-tureen down to a breakfast 
cup. Some are plain; some of that rtp<nu*4 work at which 
the Burmese silversmiths are so clever. The great majority 
of these are of course borrowed from friends (of another 
street or quarter) or hired for the night from the chetty 
pawnbrokers. A few chairs and tables stand about for 
any European visitors who may oome, and who are sure of 
a friendly welcome. At the back of the room in a long 
line, behind the mirrors and statuette®, sit the girls, decked 
out in their most expensively embroidered skirts and 
gayest silk neckerchicfe. They are literally loadod with 
jewellery. Bound their necks and over the bosom hangs 
the broad network of the dahleexan, formed of silver or 
gold fishes and flowers linked together. The na-doung. 
the huge* gold plugs or circlets in their ears, sparkle with 
rabies and emeralds. So do the bracelets on their axm3 
and the rings on their fingers. Each girl aa she site is 
worth many hundred rupees. It iB probably for this reason 
that they are made so inaccessible, seated behind the lamps 
and light®. If admiring swains could get at them, so could 
other individuals, whoso regard for the jewellery might 
exceed that for the commandments. The young women 
may therefore ho supposed not to care so much for the 
Sohiwlaw-gyee fttt a« their brothers. Most of the girls are 
of courso daughters of the house. If, however, the house¬ 
holder has not womankind enough, ho simply goeB out into 
the bazaar and hires as many personable looking damsels 
aa he may find necessary. They are aa much a part of 
the display as the silver cup* and tho looking-glasses. A 
band at one end of the room discourses music fitfully. 
Occasionally a girl, tod young to have attained to the dig¬ 
nity of jewellery, gets up and dances and sings for a while. 
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Musical instruments of different kinds, pattala, hn&, and 
inee-gyoung, harmomoons, trumpets and alligator guitars, 
lie scattered about here and there for the amusement of 
skilled visitors, and there is always somebody thrumming 
or tootling away on them. 

The whole scone is an unceasing round of laughter and 
gaiety. The host and hostess and a few old women 
bustle about and receive the visitors, point out the most 
noteworthy parte of the display, have a few words of con¬ 
versation, and offer refreshments. The guest drinks a cup 
of singularly washy and saccharine tea or lemonade, 
smokes a big green cheroot, or chews a fid of hetel, 
compliments the owner of the house, declares he never 
saw so much magnificence in his life, and departs to go 
through the same .performance in the next house. Eng¬ 
lishmen are always welcome. Seats are brought for thorn ; 
the master of the house sits by while they are under his 
roof, explains everything to the best of his ability, and 
produces the inevitable bottle of brandy or beer, without 
which no European is supposed to bo able to endure exist¬ 
ence. The reception begins at eight, or half-past, and 
lasts for an hour and a half or so. Then every one who is 
coming has arrived, and lias gone the round of his friends, 
so that the domestic display is pretty well over. The 
gorgeously arrayed females gather up their skirts, and go 
off home under a guard of their mole relatives, and having 
put off the greater part of their jewellery, come back, each 
with a huge green cheroot in her mouth, to sec the play 
and join in the fun. A few of the older people remain in- 
doore, steadily chewing betel, comparing notes as to post 
displays, and speculating as to whether any other street in 
the town will be able to surpass the display of Eighteenth 
Strcot. >’ot a few placidly go to sleep, notwithstanding 
the din without, the strident sounds of the band, the shouts 
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at the buffoonery of the down, and the confused chatter 
of thousands of voices. Outside there is no slackening in 
the jollity. From the lofty stage reprasenting the second 
heaven of the nats, portions of the Law arc declaimed; the 
celestial beings deliver themselves of sugga-gyee, lordly 
sentiments, revelling* in exuberant, verbosity, all night 
long, and the constantly shifting audience never thins 
away. Farther up the street a huge pasteboard demon is 
gambolling unwieldily, half-a-dbzen dancers twirling and 
twisting vigorously within a foot or two of its- great tusked 
jaws. At intervals some of the youths of the street, or 
some of the visitors, worked into a state of excitement by 
the music, dance enthusiastically in an unattached kind of 
fashion for a few minutes, and then suddenly break off 
with a laugh. Some of the young men spend most of the 
time flitting about the extemporised stalls, tasting: at one 
place fish jelly, at another queer salads, having a violent 
flavour of garlic; here smoking a cheroot, there chawing a 
packet of pickled tea, and flirting in turn with all the girl 
vendors, who look very coquettish with the red or white 
flowers in their glossy black hair, and the fragrant, yellow 
thana'kah toning down their complexion. Not in the 
least shy they are, and quite ready to bandy Oriental com¬ 
pliments with new acquaintances. It is with many of the 
younger folks the pleasantest part of the feast—and is not 
the old duenna sitting behind—what matter though she is 
asleep—to play propriety f And so the merriment goaf 
on all nighty fit occupation provided for all; sleep or high 
moral declaiming*, combined with the clown's comedy for 
the elderly; abundance to eat, and a surfeit of gossip for 
the lazy ami middle-aged, and indiscriminate love-making 
and dancing and noise for the young. At length, with 
dawn of day, which in those low latitudes corresponds with 
the rising of the sun, the ascetics come round in grave 
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yellow procession, their hands clasped round the thabeht, 
their eyes downcast. The howls arc filled ; the r««t of 
the feast is carried humbly to the monastery by the 
donors, and the Eighteenth Street Sohn-daw-gyee pw6 is 
over. The celcbraUws sleep alt day; the state of digestion 
of the monks ia not a matter for discussion; and those 
visitors who havo got new ideas from what they saw last 
night, lose no time in making use of thorn for the better 
glorification of theiT own/We, which cornea off a few days 
later. 




CHAPTER V. 


x WO K K OF MERIT. 

" Th* wisdom that made Asia mild " laid down no com¬ 
mand which is better observed in Burma than the first of 
the Fivo Rules : Thoo a-thet go ma that hnin (Thou shah 
not take any life at all). Hardened convicts will not harm 
tho vermin that infest their mattresses. A story is told of 
& man wbo allowed tike snake that bad killed his lather to 
wriggle away unmolested through the tall elephant grass. 
I myself have seen a Burmese mother take up between 
two bits of bamboo the scorpion that had stung her little 
eon, and simply throw the hideous creature out of the 
house. So far does the command to beware bow they 
harm any meanest thing in its upward path lead earnest 
Buddhists. Mr. Edwin Arnold tells bow, in a distant age, 
the great Lord Buddha offered up himself to preserve 
" this breath of fleeting life ” in an animal: 

“ Drought withered all the land; the young rico died 
Kf» it could hide & qniiL” 

When between the hot walls of a nullah, our Lord 
spied, us he passed, a starving tigress, with two little cubs 
whining for the nourishment her shrunken frame could 
not give them. Then, heeding nought but the immense 
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compassion of a Buclh, the great yahan bethought 
himself: 

• *• Lo ! if I feed her, who shall lose but 1 1 " and, throw¬ 
ing off his priestly robes, came forth with a *' Ho 1 mother, 
here is meat for thee l” and died. 

** So largo the Master’s heart was long ago,’’ before be 
came upon earth for the last time to teach tho Law and 
give the millions peace; not only when he vcarne down 
from the hills, where in austere fastings he had been 
pondering to win the secret of ” that curse which makes 
sweet love our anguish,” and appeared before King 
Bimhasura to plead for the flocks that the white-robed 
Brahmin priests destined for sacrifice on the altar. The 
idea has Always been a favourite one with Buddhists. A 
favourite myth is that of the hare, Kalpaa, since the 
- Lord of ruth appeared on earth in the form of that 
finitnal. All creatures were making offerings to the 
Buddha who was then engaged in preaching the sacred 
Law. The hare bethought himself that he too must givu 
some alms. But what had he to give ? Man might bring 
costly gifts; the lion found it easy to offer the tender 
flesh of tho fawn; birds of prey brought dainty morsels; 
fish could produoe no less tasty signs of .devotion; even 
the ant was able to drag along groins of sugar and 
aromatic leaves; but thB hare, what had he ? He might 
gather the most tender succulent shoots from the sunny 
forest glades, but they were useless even to form a couch 
for the teacher. There was nothing but bis own body, 
and that he freely offered. The Supreme Lord declined 
the sacrifice, but in remembrance of the pious intention, 
placed the figure of the hare in the moon, and there it 
remains as a symbol of the queen of night to the 
present day. 

Similarly just a little below Mandalay on the river, near 




49 THE BURMAN; HIS LIFE AND NOTIONS, [chap. 

the Ava road, there is a huge, castellated pagoda, the 
Shway Oyet-yet, raised in oommeraoration of another per¬ 
formance of the Budh, in an avatar countless ages ago. 
The tale ia that in a season of grievous dearth, when 
all flesh was dying of famine, the great Master, then in 
the shape of a jungle-fowl, spied a holy pilgrim in the 
last extremity of want. There was none to pity him, 
none to save him from death; and the Budh, conquer¬ 
ing, even in that distant time, one of the latest lost of 
the ten deadly sins—the love of lifo—surrendered him¬ 
self to save another. Henoe the pagoda standing out 
boldly on a great rock over the- river. To the east is a 
representation of a fowl in stone, recalling the event; and 
before this, daily by the pagoda slaves and others, and on 
feast-days by hundreds 00 worshippers, plentiful heaps of 
gilded graios are strewn. 

These personal examples furnished by the teacher of 
nehban and the Law himself^ have only served to em¬ 
phasise what is seen on the admission of every new 
member to the holy assembly. One of the articles with 
which, in addition to his dress and begging-bowl, every 
postulant must provide- himself, is a strainer, without 
using which he must drink no water. The object is, of 
course, to prevent him from destroying life in the shape 
of tho small animaculse to be found' in water. Some 
xoolous and scientific proeelytber endeavoured to persuade 
the people that this was of no avail, seeing that even in 
the strained water there was abundance of animal life; 
but a council decided that, provided the water had been 
filtered, if the ascetic could detect nothing bring, with his 
unaided eyes, he was at liberty to drink the water without 
incurring blood-guiltiness. The attacks of ecicnoo on 
Buddhism failed as completely as the efforts of most 
mUsaonaries. 
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The mingled pity and dislike with which professional 
hunters and fishermen, whose occupation implies the 
regular taking of life, are viewed by Buddhists, is well 
known, and makes itself evident in the fact that the 
villains in most plays are hunters. Fishermen are per¬ 
haps not so much decried—possibly on acoount of the 
plea brought forward on their behalf, that the fish die of 
themselves, being taken out of the water, and not through 
any direct action of their captors. It is in connection 
with fish, however, that one of the most curious national 
works of merit takes place annually—furnishing, like all 
Burmese festivals, occasion for much fun and frolic. 

' the violence of the rain during the five or six months 
of the south-weet monsoon Hoods the country. Not only 
do the rivers, which in many places rise regularly as much 
as thirty or forty feet above their hot-weather level—not 
only do they overflow their banks, and make wide seas of 
the neighbouring fiat loads, but great lakes spring up 
everywhere. These are gradually stocked with fish of all 
kinds, most of which, by the sudden Ml of the water, are 
out off from all chance of retreat to the largo rivers, where 
alone there is safety. Steadily the water goes down, the 
hot sun sucks up the pools, till at last the end seems to be 
oome. The river is far away, and there will be no rain 
for months. Another day or two will suffice to bake and 
split into long fissures the bottom of the puddle, wherein 
are yet hundreds of animate things, from the whiskered 
mud-fish to the lordly hilsa, the salmon of India. Then 
the seekers after merit oome out, hearing with them big 
chatties, huge earthenware jars, the size of some of which 
makes the story of AH Baba and the Forty Thieve* seem 
very much more credible. GirlB and boys, old men and 
old women, go tramping about in tho soft slush, capturing 
the fish and dropping them into the jars of water. Great 
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laughter there is over the wild plunges and floundering! 
of the boys, the little screams and " a-m& leh-leh, a-me 
leh-taws" of the girls as they step upon a fish, which 
whizzes away with a suddenness that is apt to disturb the 
equilibrium, or slip with one leg slowly but irremediably 
into a hole—perhaps a last year’s buffalo-wallow—out of 
which they are only extricated oiler much teasing and 
tickling by the boys. Then theire is the stalking and 
driving of a great nga-gyee into a comer, whence with a 
flop and a muddy dash, he escapee into the middle again, 
amidst a choruB of the inevitable rune J “ mother ” which 
springs to a Bunnan's lips on all possible and impossible 
occasions. There is the caution to be observed in seizing 
the stinging mnd-fish/tbe gingerlinuss with which, when he 
is caught* the waving whiskors are avoided; especially 
the control over yourself to be maintained if he does sting 
you, lest you should spoil all your chance of merit in a 
moment of irritation, by doing him an injury. Sometimes 
the fish are caught in nets ; but this reckless wastefulness 
in the matter of combining merit with merriment is not 
very favourably viewed by the neighbourhood. 

At last the fish are all caught and crowded together in 
the sin-oh—the water jars. There is, perhaps, a consider¬ 
able pause before they ore liberated. The ngo-hloht pw& 
usually occurs a little after the carnival of the water feast, 
when everybody is doused with water ; and if iho fish have 
been rescued from their danger some time before that, they 
have to wait in their uncomfortable quartern all the longer. 
The ftte seems to be oelebrated with more enthusiasm in 
Maubncin than in any other large town in Lower Burma. In 
Rangoon the spruce merchants' clerks are apt to -sneer at 
it as a "jungle feast,” and rather lough at the gathering* 
on the bonks of the " Great Royal Lake.” But in Maul- 
mein it is different There everybody enters into the 
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spirit of the thing with religious fervour. A great pro¬ 
cession is formed, and winds its way along the long snake- 
like up-and-down street that constitutes the great part of 
the town. At the head comes a band of young men 
dancing—some with their faces whitened with chalk, others 
grimed with soot; some extravagantly dressed as princes 
and ogres, others scantily arrayed in a tucked-up waisri 
cloth—capering and prancing along with the waving of 
hands and fantastic pacings characteristic of the notional 
dancing.. Behind them, in a bullock cart, is the band, the 
huge seing-waing, the circular frame with its octaves of 
drums, on which the performer, smoking a big green 
cheroot all the while, thumps away with great vigour and 
in excellent time, accompanied by some trumpets, a flute or 
two, and a young fellow with a noisy bamboo clapper. 
Then there is an indiscriminate crowd of well-dressed, 
excited pcoplo, carrying huge umbrellas, white and gold ; 
bag spires; young fellows on hobby-horses; men with 
long bamboos, gilt from butt Vo tip, looking like fishing- 
rods, with which one might bob for whales. Mingled 
with these are the carts carrying the jars of fish. In the 
middle is a groat long platform on wboels, supporting a 
pasteboard and bamboo and painted mat model of a steam¬ 
boat. The captain, in a gold-bordered cap, occupies the 
greater port, of the ship forward, and yells orders to tho 
man at the helm, who ports and starboards with surprising 
rapidity and impartiality. The chief engineer divides his 
time between keeping up the smouldering cigar-stump and 
the cotton which supplies the smoke from the funnel, and 
whistling violently on his fingers. A man stands at the 
side, heaving the lead (a joint of bamboo stuffed with 
oottou). It seems to be “ And a half, nine,” when some 
one is bit on the boad, and “ teen bahm milla nay ”—three 
fathoms and no bottom—when the lead fails to touch 
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Anybody. A lady in English dress, with her face brought 
to the proper colour with chalk, represents the passengers. 
This performer is of course a boy, and usually affords 
most amusement to both native and English spectators. 
The fun goes on all tho way with jokes at the expense 
both of the performers and the lookers on, and shouts and 
roans of laughter at every new buffoonery. At last they 
reach the spet on the river-bank selected for freeing tire 
fish, and after a few pious fonnulte have been red tod, the 
contents of the jam arc capsired into the water. Many of 
the fish are already dead, and not a few are so sickly that 
there is little chance of their recovering health and 
strength again; but this does not disturb the equanimity 
of any one. A great koung-hmoo has been done, much 
merit has been gained, and there has been great fun over 
it The motley procession wends its way back again, and 
everybody goos at nightfall to see the great kyec-gyin pwe 
given by some public-spirited and drama-loving quarter or 
street in the town. 


CHATTER VI. 


TflK hew year’s feast. 

Although religious festivals and fats are so abundant 
in Burma, it is undoubtedly true that none of them are 
universally observed in all parts of the country, except the 
New Year s Feast. In localities where the people are 
exceptionally pious, the end of Lent may be more carefully 
observed than elsewhere, some devoting themselves espe¬ 
cially to pious observances, others to the more worldly 
ceremonies of the sohn-daw-gyee feast. The Tawadehntha 
festival is on annual observance in some districts, in others 
it practically passes over unnoticed. Similarly with all the 
minor Jitts, But it is not so with the thi'gyan pw&. All 
over Burma, from the smallest jungle hamlet to the 
crowded streets of Rangoon and the straggling suburbs of 
Mandalay, the New Year is ushered in with the old formali¬ 
ties, and with perennial enthusiasm. Not an hour is cut 
off from the allotted number of days, and every item of 
the old practice is carried out with the same vigour. 

For this reason the " Water Feast,” as it is called by 
Englishmen, has forced itself on the attention of the most 
careless observer, and every one who has written about 
Burma devotes a greater or loss amount of space to a 
description of the good-humoured merriment with which 
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the Now Year is- introduced. I do not propose,. therefore, 
to do more tb&n udltule to ilie lesser known' formalities 
observed OH the occasion'. 

The month Tsgoo r the first of the Hi fimssi year.. OCcuib in 
the Bpriuc, and New Year h a Day ig in the earlier half of 
A yril, Blit it does not; fad annually on tlio some day. U 
ip a movable ['east, and the date of the com menceitoCtlt of 
the year is regularly fzT.ed by the royal astrologers in 
Maudn]ay r wbo make- u varie&y of Extricate culeulitiona, 
based on the position of various coueteTiaticns. Tbs object 
ig to determine at what time the king- of the ths-pyabs 
aLD descend upon Earth, fir it is bis arrival which will 
inaugurate tJie year. The Baw&h kiu£ lu fairly punch] a I, 
sud the descant occurs always between the flth and l£bb 
of April. Pop tbs lost few jeers bo bns appeared ■ on the 
11th, and soolfeMi in. Kongoou (Jeelaore that lie will probably 
oontjnue to do so to Bare the Pobunas trouble. Those 
gentleman annually draw up a tbi'gyan sab, a kind of 
prophetic almsmae for the yeruv refuting what is likely to 
happen^ and whether it will be prosperous or not. These 
vaticinations depend upon a. variety of circumstances. The 
tha-gyah min may come down wielding a Hpaar, when 
tiiere will be disturbances in the land; a water-jar, when 
the rainH will be abundant and the crops go«t h a, torch Or a 
simple staff. 

It is from these objects that be beans with him, aLl of 
which are utcortwnid by previous inspection of the 
heaven and comparison with ancient precedents, that tho 
jisEralcporg ftfe able to determine the ezset time when the 
descent wiil he mode. Other particulars MM learned from 
tlie animalg cn which the nUt-king rides. Sometimes he 
bns o, cOw, or a buffalo fur » mount; at other times he 
bestrides a nafsh, when there am sure to bo very heavy 
tains; a galohu, on the other intud r presages violent Squalla 
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Aud atmospheric disturbftuceHL Wh Mti tlio tdm-gyah min 
roetil ml foot with a lantern in hie hand and shoes on his 
fnOt* et hi a sign that, the heat will be very greet. and pro¬ 
longed, Bwd^fl this king of the superior beiLvetLS, the 
bcOUiaroh-nftt* the- spirit guardian of the earth, excrcisE-s 
also a considerable induemoe on the Cuming year Jr though 
he has nothing to do with it* commencements The 
poknnaa therefore, 4ico nt groat pains to dad out hie exuc-t 
poaition at the beginning of the month Tag no—‘whether in 
the trees, the Sowers, or the paddy stubbie, J3adb of these 
tsEcporuOy habitations baa its special signification, and the 
discovery of them is not only valuable Ln itself, but serves 
as a moat Fatisfnetary coot oh oration of the truth of the events 
prognosticated by the movements and surroundings of the 
tbrugyab king. The conclusions are all carefully noted 
down in the tM'gyou sah r and great piles of these are 
carefully preserved in the archives of the palace library,, 
seldom to be looked at again. 

Eotides the events whieh are to happen in the coming 
year the astrologers are also able to determine whether the 
Ikfi-gyah min will rOPuain ttiroo days or four days upon 
earth. If he Stays three days it is called a CiahtooU year, 

IF four, taw to ole, and tlifi w a tor-thro w i ng is carried on a * 
ooirespaudLug timer 

All these points are settled some time beforehand, so 
that every one in the remotest pert of the country may 
kavs duo notice, and 6hon information is sent to the heads 
of monaaterieSr and the chief districts, and all is made 
ready to receive his nat-majssty with proper honours. 
When at last the day comes round, all are on the watch, 
and when tho wise Idea give the fiigmd, tlia-gyitb min 
chah-hyee, the king has come down, a oajmon is fired off 
in the palace, and forthwith all the people com* oui of 
doors with pots full of water, the mouths of the jars 
vor. a. k 
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filled up with fresh green leaves and twigs of the sacred 
tha-byay tree. A formal prayer is said, and the water 
is poured out on the ground, and all «ue happy. Not many 
years ago an event happened which singularly impressed 
true believers in the royal city. Just when expectation 
was at its highest and all ears were strained in expectation 
of the roar of the cannon, there was a terrific thunderclap, 
which made all tho town qutver, and demonstrated the 
accuracy of the pohnnas' calculations. There was no more 
thunder that night, and the ranks of the pious received 
great increase during the ensuing week. In oountry towns 
and village* every one who has a gun rushes out into the 
street at the appointed hour and fires it off. Most won¬ 
derful blunder-buses and old flintlocks and ancient ruBty 
horse-pistols make their appearance, warranted to make a 
noise, hut capable of little more. After this oeremony is 
over a few go to bod,—for tho desoent is always made at 
midnight,—but tho majority sit up and t^llr 
With the earliest glimmer of light all rise, and taking 
pots full of fresh clean water, carry them off to the 
monastery to present them to the monks—not to throw 
over them, such liberties arc never taken with the brethren. 
After having made their kadaw, " begged pardon with 
water," to the Bncred ordor, they set off to the pagoda and 
there commence the yay-thohn pw&, the washing of the 
image*. It is not to bo supposed that these really require 
cleansing any more than tho recluses do, but it renders 
them myatta-thappi, an expression not to bo rendered by 
many words in English. It combines all the meanings of 
cleanlincm, beauty, stateliness, proper position, majesty, 
and repose; and the laving with water is merely a recog¬ 
nition of this fad The work is usually done by women, 
and they reverently clamber up and capeizo their silver 
and earthenware goblets of water over the placid features. 
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There arc scores of them at work, and the ceremony is 
soon finished. Thon aJl set off home again, and the jovial 
part of the festivities begin. All along tho road are urchins 
with squirts and syringes, made of tin and bamboo, with 
’ 4 which they have been furtively practising for the last few 
days, and tbeir experience develops itself in extreme 
accuracy in catching you with a stream of water in the 
car. Young men and girls salute one another mostly with 
cups and goblets of water, and stifled screams and shouts 
of merriment rise everywhere. Before breakfast every one 
is soaked, but no one changes, for it is fine warm weather, 
and there is lots more wafer to coino. 

During the day there is a regular going round to pay 
the compliments of the season. It is a great kndaw day 
in the palace at Mandalay, and all the nobles and officials 
go to " beg-pardon," and worship at the golden feet—not 
with water however. Similarly inferior* pay their respects 
to their superiors and masters; children to their parents, 
scholars their teachers, and juniors generally to seniors, 
i There is water everywhere, more especially on those parts 
of vour dress which cling most uncomfortably to you. The 
girls arc the most enthusiastic in tho matter, and as they 
generally go in bands and have a copious reservoir in the 
shape of big jars along with them, the unprotected male 
is routed in no time. Some zealous people go down to the 
river or creek, wade into the wator knee-deep and splash 
water at one another till they are tired and the thing 
begins to seem monotonous. No one escapes; in fact no 
one would core to get through the three days with dry 
clothes, for the wetting is considered a compliment A 
clerk comes up to his master, shekhas to him, and gravely 
pours the contents of a silver cup down the book of his 
neck, saying yay-kadaw mee, “ I will do homage to you 
with water.” A polite, but less humble form of speech is 

" 2 
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yay-IpuCg-the*, to “pOur" water over' while equate, and 
the y■:■ ijft.tj- people generally, yay-pet-tbse, ,r Kplagb 41 one 
mother with the Utmost vigour. Ii is to- be observed that 
dirty water is never used. I t hink , bowever, tbe h&rbaric 
ianovsidon of aquirts ought to be pot down, Thfly concen¬ 
trate the fltneim in a. meat aggravating wfcy, and it U 
almost a. lumry to have a* honest splash from & basin 
afterwards, tveo though it do catch you in tbe smsJl of (ha 
back. 

Foreigners do Mt object to the custom, aiospt perhft.)ra 
ii;:':'u'L!'! r.f ibe more pompOua And stolid natives of India, 
whose minds aTO incapable of appreciating a joke La anV 
fciriQ Tvkfttever. The rollicking n > j-n a rm n uakes it up 
with the utmost £CAl h and astS About the thing in tine most 
busincsS-liko way, The lagt time I was in MatiEiueill (Mi* 
of the hdc re-keepers in the main street had rigged up a 
garden hydrant in &unt of bis bouaft CUVd connected it with 
(be well. A esooU* woe engaged to work it aJ] day, and A 
continuoua jet of water, autficient to put out a ainaU con¬ 
flagration, atr-CMnfld fr-OJn to* OOejLc tbo entire duration of 
the feast. Not only waa Eocn Tek enabled to dnench every¬ 
body, brat be advertised bis iflncbin^s and modo a good 
thing of it 

Bui the Chinaman waa eiceeded in zgal by 41 young 
FrigUshmaft in FromO, not many veara ago. He was a 
Government official, and there were two frienda dining 
with kina, A note etuno round to him from a neighbour 
in the nart aSrce-i saying that the yay-pet*thee girla were 
eat and would be round LLa way shortly, So he forthwith 
made preparations. The Manraaii u bnys " got a hugo bath 
tub na to the verandah, and tin pannikins were placed 
handy, and the dinner proceeded. But unfortunately there 
UP 0(00 put fo waieb for the arrival of (bo girls, and 
the first notice of their appearance was a well directed 
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stream of water in the nearest man's sburt-front. To sally 
(forth 'ms the wort of an instant, but it was found that 
the tub was in the possession of the enemy, and only served 
tfr eke out the abundant supply they bad brought. with 
them in big silver bowis, The throe Englishmen warn 
leaked through at the first discharge. But the English 
hoh-gyee was not to be discomfited so easdlj - .. Ee rushed 
through a perfect cascad e h ftnd seising the first damsel lie 
came Across,, incontinently plunged her in tbo "bfttbing-tub 
and soused her under. This filled the rest with dismay, 
and they forthwith took to their heels and rati, followed aa 
frpeedily as her clinging garments would permit, by the 
offended beauty ffho lnul been so unceremoinftuely treated. 
TliO occurrence was ratlier unfortunate, for the girls wore 
all the daughters of some of the piinoipal BurmauS iti the 
town, and it is a very grave impropriety for a man to 
lay bands on a woman even hi joke j: how much, more to 
ijiii k her in a wash-tub and wet all her hai r J T hat youBg 
official had no more compliments paid him at Xaw Yearns 
time, &> his own loudly eKprcssed regret. 

The most ludicrous, story I have beard On the subject of 
the water-feaSrt may serve as a warning to Englishmen. who 
arrive in Burma in April. The victim reached Rangoon 
CP the second day of the w&ter*-feast,, and having uo Indian 
outfit got hims elf up in a talt bat, frock ooCJt and the rest, 
to g-0 and present n lot.tor of introduction. After much 
trouble and irritation, caused by the mcaudoiings of his 
ghari-waOsh, not by uny means alleviated by the heat—for 
the aim is U&u&llj at ita hottest in April—he arrived at the 
da Hired house, and proceeded up stairs. On the verandah 
hfc found three or four Burmese girls, who forthwith asked 
permission to throw water on him. Ho naturally supposed 
they wore asking whether he wanted to see the master of 
the bouse, and nodded violently. Whereupon thov capsized 
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their howls of waisr ovfir him, moluding the hat 5ij the 
libation. The astonished mMi took it to he a <Jwatotn of 
the- country to cool down, over-heated foreigners, hilt 
thought tba soaking of Ida " fttove-pipo " an nun ere 5 3Uiy 
detail, JuaC then the mtnr of the house appeared, 
having roared previously to get some money to buy 
himself off * docking, and saving booh informed of the 
stats of affairs, burnt into a fit of &iujh violent laughter 
at the griff's notion of the ceremony as ronsed in the 
Isitor a wrath so ffsry that it aimoH: dried him again, 

A special feature of the IftfW Year's* Foect is the tormnl 
washing of the king's bead, called tbi'gyca daw gyoo. It 
is not to b,e supposed. that his majesty VBflhes bis bend 
only once a year, or tbit ft is at any time an operation 
to bo lightly undertaken, any mono than it is by the 
humblest of Ilia subjects. }iut at other times the ceremony 
ii culled bkouT-g-ia-y mi real a or ihi'pyn-n daw hkflw, and is 
not attended with so great solemnity as character Lse& the 
function at the opening of a new year. Formerly tho 
water for cbe purpose um arninaliy brought up limn 
Hauung-suv Gy:on (Head-washing Island), a little rocky 
. islet situated m the river opposite Maulmein, ETkoung- 
say GyKin is- fabled to bang, with it* little cluster of 
psgedos and tmooestonuS* by tut invisible COrd from the 
heavens, and ha* therefore bag enjoyed a special Fanctnty, 
net by any means reduwd by tbu Springs of c!tan bubbling 
water found on its limited surface, Tbesefore for tong it 
supplied all tho water for tbt royal bead -washing. Iatterly f 
hcrWij^Br, it hs* boon abandoned, and with this there is a 
curious history conneeLtub After the war of IfiSb F it was 
Settled In a general way between the oomsuisRiouens that 
the river Salween should form the bcundary between 
Hui-jaa and the newly-acquired Brfoiab province of Tena*- 
scrim, But later a qnofttlop arose as to tbs ownership of 
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(he inlands, and especially of the rtoh rice-growing Eeeloi> 
gyoon, north and South of which tine thje&c rivers flow into 
tlie &ea- After much fruitless jBkiraciiig it- Waft deter¬ 
mined to leave the decision to chance, A couple of cocoa- 
nuts were tied together EJid Taken some distance up tlw 
Sftl.wesn and thrown into tho water in the middle of the 
fiver. ThflJ went down bobbing gaily till they came to 
the pla^e whom the conflicting current* of the Gyaing and 
the Attar-fta ComC in, and them they twirled and 'twisted 
about in an aggfavnti rig way until at last on eddy caught 
them, and, carrying them past the old town of Martaban, 
decided for the l>ay& outlet, through whieli they wern 
swept away to sea. Thus the " Ogre'e Iflle ,r became, 
British territory, and with ii the little Hkoung-aay Gyooa, 
Nevertheless for many yearn water Waa atilt Curried up to 
Mandalay for the thi'gyau daw gyso, till at last l J cgu was 
inuKSed to the British crown, Then it seemed nndig- 
iifkd to carry the SAcrcd water, not only from the 
stranger's land, but so many miles through alien waters, 
and 60 it waa necessary to SEsk for another place. ’When; 
could a better he found than the mighty Irrawaddy itself l 
Accordingly, since than, tine necessary' amount 1ms boon 
drawn from the centre of tbo river by the YayA-yee-WH^n, 
a miuistor specially appointed for that purpose, L fnd woe 
betide him if it does not raise a flutlribctory lather 3 
As in Eo many other cusea the amenities of the thigyen 
pwii have 1M to tins extorting of money. In the good old 
dAyB, and ia the country districts still, it waft the practice 
for benevolent people to keep open boufce, and give -food 
and thbutiuy to all possers-hy, with ten &ud Bavcured 
drinks, cheroots nsid betel for those, that preferred them. 
To lighten the expense contributions, called kA-holl, were 
i ft wife d fa™ friends and neighbours, and nut of this has 
sprung the system of blttckmail prevalent in Hftagoan. A 
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hsvy of girls go into aa KnglishiniUJ. r 3 house and sprinkle 
him -with kneader-water, or the nrnas-ruee boutinst, so 
favourite TTith Bunn Ail beJSes. After A ltdj& b&dlBfl^e, 
shay prodaw jT-loin water, and threaten further operations' 
unless aomeihing is given them. This that usually gat, 
and if English Men complain oi afaftWoloBH entordou it i 3 
their own fault. The fair apeoulators are not sued as smy 
respectable girl yfoutd oara to be seen with, and the pretfci- 
licesea '.Titb a cents mb no mere national than the scents 
ai-u thnMBOfr'nS. „A provincial beauty -would infinitely 
prefer a gocd honest ducking with vulgar water to the 
maw’dslL sentimentality of sera dt Cologne. Home of tho 
results qf superior cm] i eh don are very undesirable. 

On the final day of the feast a gun is fired at noon to 
signalise the aflceni of the tWgy&b min to hie happy 
TBalcfl B^oin, and than all is user. The squirts are laid 
by for another year; clothee sfO hong up to dry, and 
nc thing rsinaiiiS. hut to wait and see whether the pohnnaa 
are inure su-scmeM than usual in their prognostications for 
the yfiftr. 


CHAPTER VIT, 


± JSOJlT rJlOS-. 

It ia four o’flJock in tho dlamomi, and the Fmn sp. FftiEl 
beating dm-™ fiercely on the mile and a half broad stretch 
of water which extends for abora and below Myan-OU og r 
But the whale population of the town, End excited family 
poftioE from a score of villages round about, are gathered 
■rifi the huika of the Irrawaddy, find bu&tla about regard¬ 
less of the heat. Girls with flowers in their hair, and tha 
lightest of dainty silk handkerchiefs floating over their 
dazzling whits jackets; thurr costly skirts trailing an the 
h&if-muddy, half-dusty grass, and the lung loops of their 
dab-teRsau nwkl&COg swinging about on their batons, 
hurry backwards and forwards with unwonted activity, 
ireganUesa Of the? detriment to the fragrant yel I aw cosmetic. 
on their cheeks and neats, and heedless cf tha occasional 
rfi monstrances of the guardian duennaa, fifiwdEy leas excited 
than themselves, Young men, cuxlinoiily Ftompuloua as fro 
the jaunty Bet of their flowered turbans, and the carefully- 
arranged folds of their bund red or two-hundred muES 
waistnfotlis, now rush hfitckwEsnds and forwards, apparently 
aimlessly, their goung-hmsngj twisted oh anyhow, or hang¬ 
ing loose found their neclce, and the cherished psisoh 
girded up tightly round their Ioiqe^ reckless of creates 1 
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while they have rapt a word to £C-y, or -oven a glsnoe to 
Uirow at thu fairest iff the country's daughters, Staid aid 
men jiT'S ijjjLt-lLL-Hiii. togEther in knot*, (U l talking together afc 
tilt pitch of their voices, and jingling bags of rupees to 
uiiB aaGtoetf'fc faces ■ evEiy mew and thou a tit group rushing 
Off to anotlior nod sivelbnig toucl talk icto shouting, in a 
fashion uf lvtdeh yon would not; have believed the ph kg- 
icatic old guntlwnmi capable, if jmn had seen them throe 
days jL^o, Kverywhare is bustle and usuitemKilt and 
nn(iej|KitLCJi. Etee tilt townfibip policemen have lose 
tinto ordinary eJfiaftl -TYrn^ger, and are engaged to UHger 
tDllYtiree with individuals who, to ordinary ttuunraild 
tbuii attention in quite a. different way. 

There 3E vary gnad mason far to The full fOOOil of 
Thfldto-fjoot is past; it EH well on in October, and it is 
the tiuiu at the heat races. T« weeks post the Myan- 
oung befit has been spujfing up acid down the long straight 
remtij nr having u heavy train tog paddle to Akouk-toung 
and bat!; again, and BOW at Sajst toe groat day has come, 
My&n-nuug has challenged ThoLm-kwa, hitherto the un- 
conqucred dmmptfflM at all toe law country, and tot rate, 
in best-and-host boats, is to conus off this afternoon. The 
down-river Kusn with their boat, ftad pretty nearly the 
entire body of their ftdlow-villagBrs, arrived last ntgbtv 
and nude eJteept th* privileged liavt scon anything of 
theta ynt, to enabin them to judge whether they M6 in m,s 
fine font) 5S they were East year when thay rowed too 
Basseto boat to a standstill. Ko wonder tliEift its axaLtOnusnt, 
for Myan-unpg in Wt a you Eg subdivision,. sprang up Evince 
tin: English oocajiftttoa, with no speciality for paddlcia, 
and Tlaibn-kwa cherishes a name ti>r praweEE an too ri ver 
From far back iu tire old Burmese days. 

Bat suddenly there is a lull! in. too buzz of u3k h 6nd 
every i.yo is directed up tbo liver. The bnatft luive a Larne d 
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foi the preliminary row over the «mr». It is nooeggaiy 
to propitiate the guardian spirits of the river, wnd the 
votive offerings eli'h therefore to be made. At the stem 
of each bo lit ct-oucIioh a roan holding with ontsfcr&tched 
aims * hunch of plan tains, some cooked rirs, flowery And 
Ibetet, far the behoof of the wntcr-kclpia. This precaution 
must oft no account be omitted, Who knows whftt disaster 
might not otherwise happen ? The flouted nat might 
ii31 set the Graft with a flip of hi? iiugor, hit filing to the 
keelson of the boat ftfitl tire to nothing the smews of the 
brawniest arms, Therefore goodly alms are given, so that 
all may rest with the prowess of the rived crews, This 
breather serveH also another purposa. It enables the 
spectators to have a final view of the antagonists:, and to 
Lav their treat rupee Or mb on their champions aecord Lug its 
their judgment or loyalty bids them, b?ot a man of them 
will back the Cnoamyh boat. If they huVo net supreme 
confidence in the superiority of thoir re-presem,tativc5, Mifiy 
mraply refrain fr'orn staking all they pass ess. But in all 
tin: vast, crowd there is not a man who has not a money 
Interest of soma kind in the race. Them is Go Ohn, the 
district magistrate, in the ** grand stand Jl —& primitive 
erection run up in half On hour with some fctlfiks and 
bamboo matting ; ho is a TltoEm-kwa man by birth hilU- 
sulf, hilt nothing will persuade him to back the fishing 
village against the Subdivision over which he now rules. 
Why, be has practically built and furnished all the money 
for Che Doung-sat-pyan himself, Tha water-craft which he 
learnt in hia native place 1ms only prompted him to hang 
with greater loving care over the linos of the boat when it 
wag building, and Bah Too, big eldest son, wields the 
steering paddie in the Feacack f the pride of hfyau-oung. 
ftfow the old gentleman,—he pulled a good oar himself 
twenty years ago for ths very town he now longs to heo^- 
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nufves about uneasily, gets ap ftJldl -^ts down, ftiui 

Mn vpE nd* bis white p&w-lohu, and can hardly retrain from 
shouting cmt, for the Peacock it just passing, and Bfth Ton 
gives a yell and flonrlshca bis paddle, and there 1 b a great 
ehout of '* Youh-kyft ] “ from the Myftri-oung parti saaa. 
Youk-kya, or yauk-kya bftll-thfth, hkmihb simply “ maa " 
or ,r snaa, tka wn Of bis ikthur,* but it is a defiant 
challenge, Or an inspiriting obeor to the BwrmcSO, They 
ore a fine, stjong-foeking lot, tlia llywi-oung crew, perhaps 
a little toh Fleshy, and therefore possibly deficient in 
staying power, hut jdl young, and Worked tip to a state of 
nearly frantic enthusiasm by the presence of tkair sweet- 
Siu&rlo and the momentous duty that rests upon them. 
Their weather-beaten eld trainer paddles alongside of them 
in ft little canoe, and begs them to he calm aJt the beginning 
and. not mak themsah'es oat ut the Stert- Tie boat is a 
hemty, mid does credit to the old magistrate in the &w cop¬ 
ing curves of its Lines. Law and ft£ light aa skilled hands 
ean make ife, it draws only a few inches cf water, and does 
not rise muck more than a foot above the aurfftce. So 
thin are til* sides that tho boat is tunrniqnetted together 
with twisted wire and bamboo, and the seats thtmsolvtii 
serve more to Htiifeu it and prevent ft wrench from doing 
any harm, tkuii nft conveniences tor the psddlers. Thera 
art tweioiy-feiir ef a crow all tchl, and tire beat ia fifty 
feot long. It as painted all black, save at the how, where 
there is a bri-Liamt re pra MU tat LOU of the peacock, from 
which it taken ita name. At the end they come with 
ja gnnt wire, shouting and bead lug to eueh stroke, and 
another groat ye' 5 rises from thn bank to assure them of 
the approval of Ihoir townsmen. 

A length or two behind them cornea the Thohn^kwa boat, 
paddling idong ctisnpOSCdl j* to the time Of their celebrated 
rowing «rtig, ft in yam cions, gus£y an that has EUggCStiens of 
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^ jvrix] of tho river eddies and. the msfcla 4lf the mad in 
UiA tali kair^graES that lines their Efttive creeks, in its 
varvjng measure. It comes over the writer gently enough 
now, but many LS the time it has swelled like A tuLiricime- 
jj Last and left, the opposing boat fooEishly as if it were at 
anchor. The Thnhn-kwift crow m ft? different aU possible 
id appearance from their robust young rivedfs. There is 
probably not a man under thirty among thorn, bit there 
is not fc superfluous ounce in all the wiry twefity'-four. 
Eb-exy thew ia tong S’- as whip-ourd, with long struggles 
againHt the rush of tiro current i!ft the Beaded creeks j 
gverrf&Qe and ana A*d shoulder is deep brOWE with ex¬ 
posure. to the wind and the sun, for not 1 man among 
them bit k a dHhemnm, fund thinks nothing of the wild 
jipialls that sweep over the delta and ruffle the swift 
current into & dangerous surge. No wonder they have an 
unbeaten record; end Oo Qbu fldgete about uneasily when 
tba famous pfe-nin of the Thohu-kwa- bout salutes him 
obsequiously AS the boar sweeps rap. 

No one knows how old Koh-kvah-gye# ia. 'Has 
with e*ed face aod shrunken body suggest that it ls time 
he was giving up ftslri-ig and endtavon ring hy assiduous 
piety to get his balance of kan somewhat more on the 
right aido towards another existence, hut ho is " hal'd as 
nails" still, and no man in all Bortnct has a greater name 
than the ever-victoriouS r l' Mm-kwa. steersman. NouC tike 
Lim to keep i* heat, etruaght in the conflicting eddies, that 
JiiTG thrown nut many an apparently conquering host; 
aooc like him to gauge the strength of his crew and Spurt 
jggi at the right moment [ From start Eo finish ho has alt 
hia wifis about him. and the stain of the boat is full on tha 
winnmg-post all tbo time, Four years ago, when the 
HI air.g ]«cu Seemed to ho carrying ftii before them, it was 
Kyuh-gyee's generalship that WOE the day. Therefore the 
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MjM^JUng magistrate is a littlft disconcerted at the 
homage paid him by his old rowing mentor, but u-cno the 
less be pis(3 on another hundred rupee b Yritii ft Thohn-kwa 
loo-gyeD who cornu up ftt tbe moment. Tjie Thohn-kwa 
jjl-en came with a bit of pace just a-t the finish too, and 
with a hoh-ta, 1 oo-]r, yuuk-ky&j bah-thahj h4 dash past 
the winning’post 

ITiLs w Lunin g-pnst is not such ms is Used iti EngliEll boat 
racing, A boftt is moored tight out in the current with 
itg bead to the stream- At right angles to it£ length a long 
hollow bftmboO stretches serosa the bows, nnd through thi.a 
is passed a rattan, the end projecting am inch or two 
beyond the rfloUih of the tube at botJi sides. The eon- 
testing hoatfi have each their own aide and keep their own 
water, and the bow-poddSur rises ftnd fenfttclteS at this pan 
ns the boot whisk? past, It thus beecunea a saga and proof 
of victory. Not a little skill le wanted on tiro part of both 
the arjon ftt the how and the mon at the stem. The 
former lias to bo sum in the cyo and quick of band, 
ftnd the latter hub* take especial eare to bring the boat 
past at the proper distance. It ia not ao very simple ft 
aoatbvr to pull out the Long cane at the terrific pace with 
which the bouts Come Dtp, and tbo pan must be owried off 
to ensure the verdict. Sometimes both men seise it at 
once, and then tlwiy arc almost certainly awe.pt out of the 
boftt, and as a rule both loan the rflJCUm. L But if one has 
the pluck and presence, uf mind to stick 6a it, then bis boat 
has worn 

Now the offerings bftV# beet] made and the lxnits turned 
round, nu vorv easy matter in th-s swift d irrent with tboir 
great length, Bu L it is effected dCilurcuBty enough. The 
hfya tuning boat paddles. up to ike winnijig'pcst and young 
thing f^diTi triea the pan to (see that it runs smooth!v 
1 Th(a It b k itflyu 1 i IwiL 
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in tho bamboo, and 7£oh’iiyah-£yoB filings in the stern of 
the Thohn-pan-hla.—the Three Fftir EJoweia, aa the 
Thabo drwu boat- is called—to mate sure thfrt hi& men wiSi 
have his proper amount of C&uo to grasp at. Then both 
Viats get under the hank to avoid the foIO« of the current, 
and paddle leisurely up to the starting-paint, jl tuiie or a 
ffiite and a- haJf up the liver. 

The din and bristle on the bank now becomes greater 
than eVCr. Every one i& to Iking tmd stating his views 05 
to the result of the rare, and nnbody U lib toning to him. 
But'Log goes OH fra; tv, and the chink of rupees is hoard 
perpcdLivIlp. It is announced that the sporting English 
ftitra o s si stout-co mm ibbi oner from the divisional town has 
.given ab bis opinion that ** the fishermen Jh wilt win; they 
me in better condition and cooler headed than their 
exponents, and wiL5 win at the finish. There is a JHiiunta's 
dejection at this, and then it is All effaced by the discovery 
that the Oltiaobo btore-keepers have put. their * bottom 
dflllars " 00 the home b&fttv Thai is good news, for the 
TaLohk is a good judge; cf Barythiug that- can be hotted 
about, and it is very seldom that he drops looney, So the 
talk goes on till the l^ut coin is stahdid. Walsliors h(WO 
mot y*t been introduced into Burma* and there is now 
nothing to be done bus relieve one's feelings in talk, and 
puff furiously it hig cheroots, with rm occasional rush into 
the water to sc* how far the boats have got up. Old 
Oo Ohn tries to talk to tbe young Englishman, but it is 
00 use, he can't keep either Jus mind Or his eyes off the 
boat and tho Ayaybaing improves tins occasion by attempt¬ 
ing a tfirlufion Tvrth, the "daughter of the house, 1 ' But ht 
might ils well talk to the winds. Blie is for mere excited 
fhaa her father, and would ho dancing about if it were 
not for tho restraint of her old nurse, who is too blear-cyod 
and rheumatic to he anything hut ill-uaturod. 
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But fit last there ]a a bosh Mid every eye is turned up 
the river. Tine banAS are turning, mid coznfi drifting d^vra 
to the starting place. There is a minute <ur two of backing 
and fusing about so M Hi get the boara straight and the 
haw's level, Mid then, wish a loud atwut, they Me off to a 
start by mutual consent. A roar of pent-up eiLuiernent 
comes iron the Crowd al l tbc way down the bunts to the 
grand stand and than s'.vluiis back again like o. wi&ve on the 
3afc Sfla-saud, Served by their magnificent boat and choir 
younger strength, tbs Myun-OUng <irew jump otf with the 
lend and continue to draw away uncil half rrav down the 
QCAmOj where they are clear and have a bit of daylight to 
spare. The backers of the Peacock are wild with triumph, 
and already Rea tLckijv before thorn, but the Tbohn-kw& 
party arc perfectly COnlpaiOd and declare that things could 
not be going Better. Quarter of a mile from borne old 
Kob-kyhh-fjyeo lots a of, a yell, and though those i s no 
apparent quickening of the a Broke, the gap, which for the 
last few hundred yards ba^ remained un&lterod, suddenly 
disappear, and the Ththn-pan-hla creeps BteadLEy up 
the Peacock's thwart, and at last Oung Zalin, the M.yan* 
oupg bow, gaes cbe enemy's boat for the first time since the 
Start, and a few seconds IaLOt tbc rival bow is level with 
. him, and the nose of the Three Fair Flowers shew a in 
Croat to tht length of its Bguni-boadr The noiEC on the 
bank is aEreply deafening. Incoherent shout* of despair 
And un&jumgummt »ad delight burnt from every tllroai■ 
old women tear down tbeir scanty hair and work with their 
Anna oe if tl ioj tbeTaSCSvos we re in the race; girls rush to 
till: waters edge heed Ices of the mud i;«id splashing that 
Will min llndt silk-C^i sk irln for ever j young men and boys 
rush up to their necks in tbu water and yell with front ted 
eftgrmcSS, fur it Is only a Iwnl's length to the winning- 
post, and Thokn-kwa leads by a foot. Old Oo Oho u&ti 
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stand it no longer, for the fofft minute he he?, been shaking 
all over as if he were in a palsy, and hia tongue ai to thrJflb 
pm as parched ftfl if they wera choked with alack-lime. 
He rushes forward with hia hands in the air and shrieks 
Youk-kyn hi a key that outs through tin: din like a. steam 
whistto, Youk-tya—the cry is token up; Yoak-kva. bah- 
ilndi—every mother’s son of you—the Douig. the FWor, 
5™y toy lay j tew for you liven - now for your imvan’ 
qlliittod name ■ and the two hows fling ’heir paddies from 
them and rise for ihe strOjjnglt. the wink of an eye too 
neon ami he will miss hi.n grasp, tha fhek of a dH.ger toe 
late and thETO will he nothing to SOmm A great hush falls 
on tho VMt- Crowd as if they were fill Stricken dead, and 
tlidU hot!) man disappear in the. water, dutohEug ap¬ 
parently rimnltaneonnly at the nit ton. An agnnistog 
ft™ seconds, and then Onug Zaha comes to the surface. 
hraiidLnhing on high (ha pan- tils ThcWkwa bow felt- 
the aomtel'i of it on hia palm as it disappeared through 
the tube. 

Tho scene that follows ih beyond description. The 
victorious drew spring up to dance, but the relief is to- 
adequate, They cun only egcupc frenzy by plunging into 
the river. Oo Ohn tucks up hie waietoloth And dauees 
round in *nad delight till big stiff old tegs wilt bear him no 
longer, Fomins old loo-gyees caper and plunge and 
shout; younger men cjm only relieve their fooling* by 
fliiypug iheutoolvot! in the pools on the bank and rolling 
about wildly in the mud; girl* who at ordinary (i mEa 
would hardly dare to r&iee thoir eyes to look about them, 
dance and. shout in -B-csnaay, aad their married'guardians 
join in the rout. Bands from a doaou village,-; round about 
strike up, but the piofegaiomd danivtie w hn calne to per- 
form i,n honour of the victor are fain to look on while 
their iatended audience go through unpremeditated figures. 
VOL. 3L tj 
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It always seeing mWvallMiB bffW the people ever gat gravity 
cf ddDueoniHir ag&jn after a great boat-race. 

Thu couteat ia teelmically jmt ovOr ytt It ia a hky 
pvouiy; Iw-pyouiig, that is to Eaj\ the crews 1*T# uow to 
Change fcoafc The Tholm-kWft man take the Donjyg-sat- 
p^n r and the home crew man the Three Fair Flowem 
But to all intones and purpcs&s the victory has boon won, 
and the hums icpresantaims or* the eonqaeroro. The 
two haute pflddlfl up anal the fishermen go right 

jiwsy and win with Che meat coDsummatO easu. This Hets 
raouey matters on a more footing,. hut the 

ilygu-Oung people ate uo£ a whit oiBconaeried. They won 
tho real race, that ssi which each crow rowed m Its own 
heat, and they receive the aTguniOnta of the Tholm-kwa 
oubtingent with the moat solf-satigflBd composure. Tbo 
record of the chain] lious lifts been broken, and the vetoian 
Ttoli Eyah Gyeu baa at iiist eat in 0- losing boat. 

A general adjournment is Hl&de back to the town. The 
country pecplc tuive all coma in their bcJlnek Wagons, 
and these 010 dmwn up in cOinFprtahia places under (lie 
troOS The victorious dCW go in procession up and down 
the main street, preceded hy batata ftfld every one In the 
place who can dance, h’eiisting 5 h general, :md then all 
move off to tlie plays, of which there are three or four, 
while some unwearied Spirits cun -only JjmI relief for their 
exultant triumph in y;pnvi dunces and i ire span si bit ptr- 
fornaouees of their own. Till! dawn of day the rivalry 
goee on, bui thuie is n-ftttimf like tlrunkeuiK36S- It is 
exceedingly seldom that you aes a drunken Humean out 
of Kongo on, where they claim to he Europeanised. For 
a couple of days die enwitesnent" Eagte, sad then the 
Slrungorn wend their way homewards, and the township 
calms down to its usual quiet, Hut for yeans tho great 
event will be talked of at the local feasts, ftud the Ychii 


TTLl A EOAT Rid. C7 

choruses of three or four gtnerutkinB will till of the 
gallant struggle when the Doung-Eat-pvan beat rhe Thokn- 
par.-hl.it and brake the long supimnarry of (he TEiohn-kwa 

ra wore, 

It is a great pity that these dll contests are not kept 
up with the Spirit that uaed to characterise them, in 
1ST? the then Ohief Commissioner of British Button Mr.. 
Rivers Thompson, believing (but they led to unrestrained 
and dangerous gambling, issued an order forbidding all 
government offiriaJs to have anything to do with them, 
and ftdvisipg tluot groat races should be discouraged as 
much as puHFrihle, This policy wbb continued by Mr, 
Aitcbison (now Sir Charie-i), and there seamed same 
danger that the art of making fine riming Luo-ts would lx. 
tost, while alt the fan and jollity of the old yay-pw£, 
kbhn-pvrfcj laud mid water sports, were put an cud to, 
without any deereaoe in the amount of gambling, The 
habit is as ingrained with the Burmau ue with the China¬ 
man, and if there are UO boat-races to hot on there jtm 
lota of other tilings, from pony m&twkos to gebn-jiyin-tnb, 
oil w'hioh sporting TOt&rfea might stake their raoasy- 
There were still local matehOH between adjacent villages 
held, hut they were hut a Kiny iaiita-tiem of the old 
Festiflds, and have unfortunately led to the unpleasant 
spec illation s of the "West being i nitroduCad. “ Harfioyings ” 
iii-aud-out rowing, and ftll the unlovely QlLstoms of Weslorn 
profesnianalisni have sprung up As a conBajoence of the 
degradation of the old manly sport, Mr. Bernard the 
present Chief OommiesiQIlftr, an ardent athlete himself, lias 
done a good deal towards mviving boat-raring again- 
Spsrts liavo boon held on the Great Royal Lake at Rangoon, 
it may he hoped only OS a preliminary measure to the 
encouragement of longer non tests on the great rivers 
ag-aim Th* turOSt way of putting an end to “roping” 

r 2 
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fllifl false rowing with tho object of mere mousy gain, La 
ta rfrdfitroduoe the old honest, tnlhuai ostie rivtslty. Wiifire 
overy rawer feds thsj; the mitno of hi* Tillage depend* 
ipjou the prowess of his arm, there will bo HO Ir sugaring " 
and ignobly waitilgp in SIl^Itle-LJ handicap fashion, to 
“ have their Sisoda loose.'* 

All the races in tbs low country arte KWed in blew lllay, 
or hlaw loti-Ug, that- ia to say, in paddle boats. Up country 
there are iraipieiltly Contests in hliap hlfty, ^ pull-aw ay 
boats" rowed with ocura, buG oven there tbs oatiaiiftl poddfe 
prwluHuaateH. It may bo mentioned that the coast men 
axe by fru the better to Wert. In the Mandalay October 
raij'ii in 1 SSI, a scratch Earac-in boat challenged fill coiners, 
and wan victorious i u every mateli. 

There ore a variety af boats, mostly, however, msdo cn 
the same model of which tho loubg-goh ifl tile type. This 
i» amply a couds hollowed cut of the trunk of & tree, tbs 
sides of ’akich Ctfft drcewQ out by charring find inserting 
wodjJcS j thiiii the boot builder chips out the centre. Tim 
louag-sat is Only a little larger and n'icri conunodioue, 
plant sides being added Go the eobti keel, if it may be $o 
called- Tbe huge hna.w, or rice beats, arc made in Gbo 
iime fed Lion- 

Of a different style are the pehn-gaw, huge, ungainly, 
barge-lika things, UBed principally at Ysy-Min-gyniiug for 
eerrying oik Airing the sides, projecting over the beams 
of tlis boat, and reaching aft Gc the bouse raised on tho 
OttHler-dwlr, art tagin., a sort of platform for the polera in 
walk backwards slid forwards on. PellU'gawr keep mostly 
in shallow water, so that their ungainly weight may bo 
moved along by poles, which is Hiudh Quicker and less 
tobOriOvS work than rowing. 

iGjjrring encephunsliy fine racing boats, the blaw ka-daW, 
OF hlaW-gnh, the king'll despatch hofiH *e& tire finest 
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I jX> not nay that the BurOiene invented, cbess, cither 
Fc-t the world or Lberasulvefl. Az latter-day English dra- 
matista “ adapt ” friMn the Hwa& 1 , SO Bunn*# play-Writers 
gtejd from tbo Hindoos, and portly the ^ cb®M 
W ;r,E. got m thn aarne way. But thane is a ctmaiderabla 
diversity in one respect. The plays art rendered into 
Burmese with a stupid fidelity. The Sftjftba do not even 
tete tbo trouble of altering the names of men and places, 
and the only difference in the pieces is that the loo-bycte, 
and occasionally even the actors of higher ports, introduce 
■' gag ,r of a OOMB end local description to satisfy tbo 
national demand for fun and frolic, mid to Wiry down 
tbo pujsinidse cl tbo Bteld Hindoo, Cb«& may have been 
Ijilteo over in a similar ivn.y h and altered after tbe RBU9 
fashion, I remember once, indeed, beating an enGhusiastie 
player in Ratlgnoa claim the invention of the game for an 
GKieUnc Talaing queen. Bh.b was p as si mate 3 y fond of her 
lord j bo va» equally fond of fighting; and to keep him by 
her, Mid at the Hams lime out of tlic dangers cf the tysjh, 
she invented the game of cheid. The srteiy lins n uertui n 
imibos nbont eE, and it would b* pltOeftat to believe it 
tniej but I never eanKS across any other Barman who had 
over heard the ¥tety, anrl am afraid the old sit-dU'J'in 
player was rannandng. But if tbo BnrtnfttlS did take the 
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was thrown the king i>r a pan lud to te rnwtti 7 wiitdEi * 
quatw tin; elephant; a trot*,it*buna; it dew, the boat. 
Vfitb met a method jt was impossible to forecast the 
mjne—or, in feet, to work on W leading ldfA at nlL 
NevEithdnefl, tit Hindoo ganae is tmdpnbt>j<3ty very 
nuraeot, and has eerttmdj tJi* olnsct ilistfliy of ftcy known 
fonu of cltran. 11 is alluded to in the most ancient. kw- 
hoeki The wife of Ttaraa, King of Lunka (Ceylon), is 
said to ]* Y€ invented it to venom her sponge with the 
image of field WOT white his capital wan besieged, 5,™ 
p, ngo t by RfiLnrv, with his wild hordes of barbarian 
mfflHrtoinfl&iB, derisively called monkeys, or satyrs, in the 
jr K at Indian epic. The Hindoo game., then, if it really be 
tlie fii'st idea, has boon n.0 Lena altered by ub than by the 
HuiTriifis, as '.Teh as by the Persians. 

The Burmese srrangsanMt of tbo pieces differs mitnely 
from the Hindoo, though we may, perhaps, imagine a 
reminiwenee of ibe four armies in the arrangement of the 
jiftwns, The pieces me as follows s—- 



L lEtn = juu jM- iig. 

1!. SLTih = Utrb UfiabOlnuL- 
L'ui:r-H|, 

a, VEtlah ^ two <mr - 
cluabta 

4 . Si» = tWO ijfljlliatl, 

0 Myta=fi™ lunraini, 

0. 3i = rtglit Ji'iiwnB, dt 
M aU Iwi, 



The king has the same moves a* in ill* English game, 
but. cannot * eis&tln." Si'k-fe can jnoove dligonully ia ad¬ 
vance, Of retrograde Otie square at a tame. The yittfclis 
Lave ike same power ag the English aartH* or rook. Tim 
hlqs liavC live Inov&S, one square at a direct 

forward* two diagonally forward, and two diagonally back- 
YYM'ka, An clnplnmt cannot wait: straight backwards, nor 
flan be go sideways The myina have prEoiaely the same 
power as the English k i light, Tilt pawns act- in the same 
way as in the Engtiih game, except that in the initial, inQVu 
they ijaisr only advance OfiC square. They may become 
si'kfc, in the event of that piece being taken, by advancing 
to the diagonal line winch stretches across the hnarri. 
When, hoover, the pm,wa replaces the dead leader, he ia 
not allowed to remain on tire square where he gained the 
distinction. He must be placed as one of tha eight sur¬ 
rounding cheeky at the player's option, and therefore often 
frills a victim to Ilia now-gained eminence. 

From the Q. h e pawj to the Q.'s Eb"s pfiwn, (ho no art 
placed on the thiid square, From the K.'s pawn to the 
K.'s Xt,'s pEcwii, they Eire placed an the fourth square iji 
thrcCt tihitm. The first move, tlierefcne, takes a pawn. 
The pieces inay be arranged behind the pawns according 
tb fancy nr judgm ent. The formation represented in the 
figure is considered the best among Jlaugjon players 

Either player, however, may adopt another line of battle. 
He may strengthen either wing, nr expose the king, ac- 
flOtding as he estimates his oppoueafs abilities, Or the 
peculiaritios of bis piny.. In some respects this may be 
done In Each a way as to be tantfiailOullt to giving a piece 
to an inferior player. Tbs pawns, however, never vary in 
pceitiom The bourd is a huge tJjiug like in eidaj'ged foot- 
stool, Or a tea-table without any legs, the players squatting 
on mats, There is always heavy betting on the games ^ 
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aim) when a fiawrs player craiLK m from the district, or 
over from i£*nlmBhrto measure strength with the Bangc-ou 
crafiliB, rhe ai.Titft'itim" is wonderful, end cft*n furnishes 
neatstaa for free fights, such (is the BiUHUH^ i» thair 
sturdy, krt-biaod*d way, delight m h much &a Any 
schoolboy nr devotaa of town-aid-gown rows. 

The Bueqwb game, as well m the names and powers of 
t]te piecas os it the liberty of indmdtud arrangementy is 
thus, it will be allowed, much mure like a real battle fh.wi 
aav other recognised form. The elephant is particularly 
well calculated for doifouding Hi® king wham lie is most 
vuJnamhLe. 

Whr-chariots are decidedly UMffa appcojadAto to actfoc 
warfare than eiatleH. Indeed the Briton must acknowledge 
tliat the English utnnericlature la bad, There was a time 
certainly whotl bishops used to buekla on their armour, and 
charge across the field of fight j hut their diseaffthEiah- 
tiie&t in that way ettmo about long before the day of Mr. 
UjalL BoaduQM and Shan um&Mfli leaders are too me 
nowaday* to have queens ®reeiiisg about the board a* a 
tegular thing, desJing slaughter for their less nimble 
BpimBca. Tk BunpflflH general hag powers sufficient: to 
derate hiiu above his men, and is yet not bO loftily 
Bupreme at the mail dad knights of romance ; while if 
na- is had lw, it ia not too violent ft change for the gallant 
foth-soldier who may win the m&rshiri'H hitnn. On the 
whale, tho Eurnujse.gasne is undeniably a goE<f one ; far 
superior to the Hindoo, ar the Persian, though possibly 
mat requiring the skill and caleulfttfon of the .European 
form. 

It may, perhaps be said that the Burmese would he more 
likely to get tliair game from tbeh Mongolian relations 
than Erom the Hindoos This is tiitoriesHy improbable, 
and a GOfiVparisen of the games hears cut the belief. Thu 
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C-b-nese, usilftJ, claim Cor themselves prLtritv in tlm 
discovery of the game. Unfortunately, however, thty fi* 
ft date when it was invented, ajivd tins is long: after tlie 
time when the Aryan is first spoken of, Three 

hundred nnd seventy y^rs after Oenfuniua (n.c, X74 ) f 
H ung C Inches sent a wnrlifCB expedition into tfco Shensi 
country, under a miudiLriu otlled Hero, Sing. After ono 
puchjesIu] campaign, the troops went into winter-quarters, 
Shensi lies in the north-west, and the weather was very 
ooldj and the flqldiera the Tight of their families, and wanted 
to go heme, Hem Sing, '.■.'!:■ o v.t.s a j^rcat military genius, 
inrented the g«nt of cheiw to occupy their minds and 
fostar their military ardour. The soldiers were so delighted 
with, it that they forgot the inclemency of the i weather 
:md their wives and children at hotuo, an the ore item out of 
th-ft now game. So the winter passed ftwny, and iu (lie 
spring-time Hem Sing took the field again and conquered 
tins entire province, in consequence of which Hung Cocliee 
luwomed the <itlo of Emperor, and clu-ss wits held in tin; 
greatest reverent ever after. S> SCtvS the bank of Chinese 
Annals. 

The Chinese game is a very odd one. The pieces are 
played, not on the SjUnrcs, but on tho Lines. I should tufivo 
mentioned before that in none of the Eastern games are the 
Squares diiTerOUtly coloured. Midway between the Opposed 
knees flows a river. The king on either side is abut up 
inside a forties, out of which ho cannot movo, but car. 
shift about frotn one side to the ether ns in nob ns he 
ploasES. On either aide of the fortress are two princes, his 
eons, who are equally bound to stick to the side assigned 
t» them. Th(ire are a couple of elephants in either army, 
which however, being very henry, cannot cress the slender 
plimk-bridge thrown over the Stream for the passage of the 
other troops. They therefore remain oft the dafenriva. 
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a* ^ ptav celled paoo-bombard 5 era or 

nm-rfll cJC JKJWWB- They can mow the whale 
Wtfc uf the Ward, in tbs tfuMaa. of the castle. If An 
JrartiVa p*e intC^enfiS, tlifljr ean lake the pawn or 
rfs* immedklHly bdi^d it, but fflmnnt kill dilWk 
sSimte Of tbfl Persia game will bo remitided if the 
T»^r of then elephant It will be seen from BUI Cursory 
ileseritHiVin that the Barmens can tiurflv owe choir game 
to tie Cirniwe. Shirs Gautama sent ua Buddhimn from 
"the MiddieCounts' 3 ; it is powbla that the g^ma of 
flam* from India olsm But if BO, while Buttock 
E'j'ldbhni lias budly eMged at. all, and remains much 
.aujrfl like the oo#nal ttaohinge of Hia Writer then the 
faiths of Cbylca, Nopail, and -Thibet, the gams of chess 
Ilia bceo greatly altered, arid I think I may vnuLuxa to say 
vastly improved. 
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CHAPTER IX, 


OAMES.. 

A VisitY favourite gEUQft with IS 1,1 miu.ua of all! ages is the ■ 
gahn-nyin tab piyfe, The name is very suggestive, Gafin 
or likahn means to jump, and nyin is to deny Dr bluster, 
And there I& no doubt of the fitness of the implication. 

A more noisy and oontsntim .13 game, not even omitting the 
upr-MLriDusnsss of the English enormity known as fl grab, 17 
it would bo ill flic nit to find. Moat writers on Burma have 
plasted ower gnhn-nym weing lightly, us a simple, 1 1 an ribas, 
children's gams. It would bo wall if it were only that, 
though the monks at the pobn-gyoa kyouug often Sally 
forth m great wrath (meat dangerous fur their future 
state), and armed with a stout bamboo, te put a atop to the 
Glamorous disputes of the Feb oolboys over their Heeds. But 
the police officers would tell a very different tale, drawn- 
up men play alaa, and tbo quarrels some times end in 
assault and murder, and always in, reckless gambling. 
J3ehn-5a>ti.tbcO'loo 1 opium aaters* who with all respectable 
butman a stand for typw of iniquity, a kind of epitome cf 
vice-, oltfin have as much as two or three hundred ‘rupees 
an s single game, and the results of unrestrained gambling 
Btro bast known to civilized people, for whom I am writing. 
Consoquantly the police keep a sharp eye oil grown-up 



76 THE BUUMAK : HIS blFK A3I> NOTlOm [chaiv 

golm-nyin toll players, and if h party is caught., they (ire 
all pwiAal hnavily far ^fou.'blirig'^ the doing, or keeper of 
the ground, bcio^ fined W-viset fll all- ITor there lire 
regular " dlsys ,J kept far the purpose, tun dying, or pn> 
(yriatar, carefully smoothing the ground, moistening it 
delicately ;» the hat weather, and keeping is from getting 
sodden during the BMJBBMn, Hq charges bis customers a 
small f'-ij. far the right to play, usually an anna in the 
rupee, keep, a supply of sesd’s ready, and acta as umpire 
in c&sea of dottbt, or when a tic lias to be played oft 
'The game ia played with the seeds of a huge creeper, 
the iipiiaiiT "whose pods arc five foot long and ill 

inches brand, anil the beans ate large flat things, about an 
inch ia diameter, and shaped like a lily or lotas loaf, ar 
tiit flattened-out giisEiud of ft fowt. They are mod* to 
Htand cn the stalk side, ■ flat face for Ernest, r little mere 
tliaft r diameter apnrt in ft Song row, ftild the object of the 
player is, ns in howls and mntjpins, to knock dovra sf, many 
as pebble, Tho playcm ust seeds cftllod dob, tauwcly 
ftimilai to those they aim at, or occasionally iron rings, and 
the distance fi can which they do so is agreed upon boferu- 
hand, bat is never less., than five or die yards, The doh 
ia Spun away in crossbow fashion from, the forefinger of 
the left hand, drawn bach by the tliornb and finger of the 
right, As the seeds aimed at are all in el line, there ia 
pZenty of room for skill in the way of putting a heavy 
bias ou, ftS well sa in the by no moans easy matter nf 
presenting the bean from jumping' up and missing alto¬ 
gether. Soinn old pi ay nr have a wonderful knack of getting 
a strong parabolic curve on, which suoceeds in IcvaUiiijg a 
groat jicrt of the line. The diflronlty of the thing cannot 
he realized till one has mad* W- attempt oue'&eoLf, and thn 
result of ft few ciperiimenifl is usually greatly be raigo hie 
estimation of gohu-nyin teb as a gains of shift 
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There are a great many ways of playing it. Firat, it 
may be premised that the ordinary value of a seed is two 
annas, about threepence—that at any rate is the price 
usually charged by the deing, who always has a great 
supply of them. Having got his seeds, the player puts 
down as many as he please* in the row, five perhaps or 
tea. There is usually a preliminary dispute about some 
one who has not put down so many as tho others, yet 
claims an equal chance of winning in the game. Theee 
quarrels, after having been noisily fought for a quarter of 
an hour or so, are referred to the decision of tho ground 
keeper, who settles the matter off-hand, seldom knocking 
a man out as long as he is sure that he has no more 
seeds to stake. Then it has to be settled who is to have 
M shot, naturally among good playera a vary consider¬ 
able advantage. Tbia is settled by a preliminary tournament 
for tho best of one or three shots the playera following one 
another in the order of thoir success in the trial. Then 
it is settled how the game is to be played. Sometimes 
it is tbe obvious, barndoor way of each man taking the 
soeds ho knocks down, sometimes it resolve® itself into 
a oontest for everything stoked, the man who knocks 
down most taking all tho seeda. There are of course 
numerous bets, but they are more frequently disposed in 
backing one player against another than in selecting a 
single individual as the probable eventual winner. 

This method, however, of endeavouring to knock down 
the greatest number of needs, which is of course the 
commonest with children, is not so much affected by 
grown-up gamblers as other elaborations of the game A 
favourite form is that called ngu-let nga-lohn, where the 
object IB, in five shots to knock down five seods, neither 
more nor less. This is not so easy as it might seem for 
the seeds arc not like murbles, and it is hardly leas difficult 
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to make thom go perfectly fltmighti than it La to put od 
tile proper " side.” 3Iust try to knock down all dva 
at their tiret attempt, and then Lot their remaining Easd® 
go anyhow. VetaanSj however, declare tE'iat the safest way 
'its to block down tbo fifth from the and of tbs line with 
your first shot. It then lies as a kind of barrier to pre¬ 
vent the Other four, when knocked down, fiffift'i Foiling 
about and upsetting mom than the propei’ number. 'Hits 
wads when kit hard ccrtoisldy have very eccentric methods 
of spinning and wobbling about. Tf thorn are ties, the 
men of comrao play nffi and the winner takes the whole 
pool, if the collection Of Heeds may be so called. The 
l>eit plfty in almost always soon in these nga-let nga-lobn 
contests. Hie children's form, that uf knocking down the 
greatest number in one Or these shot?, is colled pwsMhji, 
Add w certainly tbs commonest* except with the avowed 
gamblers. There are besides these two main forim rnMIy 
obker -tariatitma oocasouaily introduced, the commonest, 
being donng-pyii and pay-dan. In the former the seeds 
srs placed in tbo usual lino, but aM except the emirs 
ace lying on their (ddea, The players tftsnd much farther 
away, and the object is to bit the sued standing up, 
Any one who docs eo carries off tdl Tf one of those 
lying down is bit the seeds from it to tlis extremity of 
the lino are taken. In pay-dan the seeds ars placed in 
a big esneto, Soma cue seed, either at one of the rides 
or ac fcbe back, k fixed upon to be hit. Any one who 
doos eo takes oft, bnt if *uiy other E0ud is knocked over 
yon have to pay forfeit, and add one to the circlo. This 
is, perhaps, tbo most Outrageously noisy form of all, jind, 
like the. donng-pyit, is very seldom played by any but 
children. 

The deipg or grrmnd IteejtOr s eomccs are coses bustly 
being called for. A long-armed man i s accused of deliver- 
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ing too for forward ; some one has got an exceptionally 
big doh to aim with; one of the seeds knocked over docs 
not foil down flat, but leans up against another; somebody 
hits a seed already knocked down by somebody else, and 
by means of it manages to level some of those left standing, 
though his own seed never touches them; cases of this 
kind are always cropping up and being referred to the 
umpire amidst boisterous statements and precedents re¬ 
ferred to by everybody present, for the betting spectators 
are often more deeply interested in the matter than the 
actual players. Then tho police burst in and carry them all 
off to the lockup, and they are duly fined for 'gambling, 
and Knglish residents who look upon gobn-nyin toh as 
only an elementary kind of marbles are astonished that 
people should get themselves into trouble for such a trifle. 
But for all that, gobn-nyin toh, in its way, requires quite as 
much skill os either bowls or curling, and judgment and 
delicacy of touch are quite as essential as in billiards. 

Curiously enough, taking gobn-nyin toh for mere child¬ 
ishness, most foreigners look upon " Burmese football " 
as a game. This is certainly not the case in so fur as a 
game is a striving between one or more competitors for 
supremacy. There are of course different degrees of 
proficiency, but one man cannot be pitted directly against 
another to see who is the better player, as you do'with two 
lawn tennis or racket players. Primarily chin-lohn, as it 
is called, is simply designed to exercise the body, to restore 
elasticity to tho back and limbs cramped by sitting, read¬ 
ing, or writing, or even by playing chess or golm-nyin toh. 
The ball is composed of wicker work, stripe of rattan 
interwoven in bonds so as to leave a number of pentagonal 
holes, and is about four inclioB, or a little less in diameter. 
It is extremely light, and the object is to keep the boll as 
long as possible in the air without touching it with the 
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handa Thus ft single indivklunl may play it all by 
liimfldr, or thfirt maj bft a afcoUs of players who natch the 
ball as it tCfflaa round tbeir way, keep it up an long M 
thay con, until an iU-judgud Stroke Eeuds it away from 
than to somebody else who piucEada LU ft simitar ihdue 
I'd play it of course the feat mUist he without shoe® and 
eba waist-cloth is tirtkod up doss round the middle, so that 
the legs may he quite tree. It is worth while watching a 
good player. Ha starts the hftll on his knee, knocking it 
up, and standing on sue leg all the time, or perhaps 
rapidly changing the knee. Suddenly ha Heads it up high, 
untehra it with a baek stroke with the herd, repented per¬ 
haps several timea. Then he receives it Ofi the knee again, 
gradnaily and gently redoes the foroa with which lie 
itfik.jg it-, lets it slip down to the instep, and jerks it hack 
and forwards between the lop of the feet and the knee far 
jitiniEL Then from the knee he aendft it into the air again, 
diptit between his cheek and hsa shoulder; then kteit 
nrn down tka side to ho caught up with ft side Stroke of tko 
Foot, or behind to be s&nt up by the IireI, or forwards to be 
caught again by the knee. The last is the most difficult, 
because if bit teo soon with the top of tire thigh, tire bftU 
simply foes outwards, end cannot be prod from fading to 
the ground, while even in catching it with the lmea r cam 
must bo takEm to hit it gErdy. Another very difficult 
m&aceuvTG lh t* jump into the air, catch tin hall between 
the feet aw! jerk it up again before reaching the ground. 
ISnsty tumble a are the usuil result C-f first ftttfldflpts. A, 
irood player w ill keep the ball up usual his strength grreE 
wav, and most EunnanS if tbsy aro net ambitious to attempt 
difficult Htrok-ua, can keep the chiu-lokn up a very fair time, 
Eut it ia net easy all the Bfimo. No part nf the arm munt 
he used, and nsin£ the toes is also bairod, though in any 
case, with them a stroke would almost inevitably prove a 
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failure. Stall though spectators may stand and look on and 
the pkyers may try to give one another difficult strokes the 
8,1,11 displayed m negotiating which is always applauded 
yet chin-lohn cannot be called a game, any niore than 
dancing the Highland Fhng can, for judgment as to 
superiority in either case must be a mem matter of 
persomd opinion, and cannot be governed by hard and 
fast rules. 


These are practically the only out-door national games 
Boxing is a very common institution, but there is no 
ordinary practice in the evenings, and when a lefapwo 
oomes off It is a regular ceremony more resembling what 
would be called in Kurope a match, or a tournament, than 
a game. A gov] deal of agility and skill is shown leans 
into the air, and kicks with the bore feet, and violent 
upward knocks with the knee finding a place which would 
not be allowed by tho " fancy.” Tho first drawing 0 f 
blood decides a contest, however slight tho injury may bo. 
But in British Burma boxing is not common now. Among 
the Karens near Maulmein it is still regularly kept up 
and no young man would be successful in bis oourting 
unless he had "conic off" ou some occasion or other m u 
let-pwfc. In Upper Burma contests are of regular occur¬ 
rence at feast times, and the rule that no women shall be 
present is always rigorously kept. 

What may be called indoor games am numerous and 
various. There is a game very much like the English one 
known as Fox and Geese. There arc three big tigers, and 
eleven or sometimes twelve little ones. It is colled l»y- 
gwet kyak, and the object is for the big tigers to hunt 
down on a draft board and eat the little ones. If, however, 
the cubs can oomer the big one9, and prevent them from 
taking a leap, the latter have to succumb—storro to death 
in fact Another game called pasit, or chuay pyit-thee, or 
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pyit-thee iil W of ^aneotaeut, and 

k o |£o*rito Witt children and ^ 

It is played on a W1 shaped slid divided like that 

in the figure i— 



Cowries are ured instead of diuc, and the object is to 
complete the tout (tf the board fuE fast U poasibifc, and to 
take uui many oppuneiitii £LR you Cion on the way, J--iuv i. 
tbc« wore two playing, the flirt tiatfVW ™nL(l enter at a h 
sail liavieg ranched fi, would ccaitioiie from ate e, trem o 
to d, and to on. The aKDnd would commence at a Urt. 
tut mowed first te c thctuje to ci h and sc OH, A third 
woold start fmto l toiVEmk/, and a fourth in the remain’ 
iug arm. 



The method 3 b s.s follows, Sls cowrioB (cliuaj) ftie taken 
in the hood I'tild thrown into a plato or cup ; if one fulls 
upside down it iB called t’&fc, And counts ten i two, called pah, 
eeOeo two; three, thnfcn, is the same in value ; four, lay, 
equals four ■ five, upside down, called tosoht, scorns twenty- 
five. When all arc on their baefcii, it is called hahyah, aud 
counts twelve. Wlion all sir fail an. their hires, chouk, 
and the value aiz. 

You have three throws to abut with. Find can only enter 
wi Ul a ten nr a twenty-five ; after entering you CdU have 
only cue throw at a time, If you aro lucky enough, you 
may enter two or even three racers, hut if yon throw three 
tans running, or three twonty-fi ves consecutively the hand 
is lost to you, you cannot enter even one. If you Overtake 
alt opponent and -ocme Cm to the Saino square with him, 
you kiil hicn aad he lias to go bn*k to the Starting post, 
hut Cmly if yOit fall on the suns square, and not if ho is on 
one of the shaded squares, called poh or kyah, which arc 
colourod rod OrgrOon ou the hoard. In this lattet: cess you 
]o$b your throw. The game is won by returning homo 
first. Thus the first player liaving rounded g, cornea down 
tiro tniddle course and finsshea at the soiwnd player at 
s' the third aty, and so on. Any numhe-r can play, and 
if there tiro four, or more, nod even numbers, partuctBEupa 
(ire focmed. When, three oi more play, it is called 
zu&-ths&-dEilL 

The game ia simple and harmless enough, and as there 
is little chance of gambling over it, pads ie but little in 
favour with people in the big towns. Trim-hod IeIsu, 
cheating with the weight of the lime used in betel-nut 
dnfwiug is much more to Their tssie. This lime, a little of 
wbieh is smeared on tlic leaf of tins bctcl-viue that Wltqss 
round the nut is, if of fine quality, often sold by its 
weight in rupees- Two confederates arrange a speculation 
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Mgfitlier. One of them pscltE cmt an eligible-looking 
bumpkin in the street, Roms: iMe-fanMij who has coins in 
with litB heat-load of paddy; or S. rldtesman, who ham 
brought down a lot of teat l^a; or a pious man cwne to 
worship at the pngodia He gets into am vocation with 
the intended victim-—asks him lor a hghc foi' his ohernt, 
pwhaptt sod bring* round the talk to ioliu-boo. Then he 
faya b a has got a fine eiunple of i% and draws a packet 
out of Ilia poflhet, Tho unaiupectiDg taw-thah admirers it 
and is asked ho* much he thinks rherd is. Ho gueEees 
three rupees weight The speculator happens, singularly 
enough. to have a little pair of Seales in the folds of hia 
waifit (doth. The lime is duly weighed, and the country 
naan provoH 10 ha right— Buinums have a nacum. facu Lty 
far catiinatiug by the eye. The scidea and the lime ere 
pot away, when up cornea tho caniederate!, who h-as been 
loitering i(boor. nt a distance. He pratmds to recognise 
a friend in our farmer, with his ohl-faslrimifid rig-zag 
punch and red-tanned face, After ortplftfiaticnE he asks 
who his friend—the man with tho tohn-hoo—-ii. The 
latter immediately mtrodUM* hlmsE-lf, produces hia lime 
flg&in, and enkE the new comer huW much be thinks 
there is. He says right elf, "two rupees weight"- 
our taw-tbah breaks in, J 'Ne them isnV ‘ Eet yen 
A'Seht (a quartet century, twenty-live rupees) there is" 
Alt Burmnrt* Love gambling, and the farmer straightway 
laLilea hia pieces, thinking lie Iise got lather a ** Eoft-" 
thing. The scales corcc into use again, and tfro time 
weighs two nip&dS—Lt is, another packet. That night the 
two TttSCaU are drunk together, Rad th e farmer makes an 
offering to the □ i'l t a, persuaded that there is BffiEQflthing 
supernatural in the nriLtter, 

Ibfcb and teas ia common enough in Ttengoon now, »S 
is also the bhi^H-caid trick, introductions of Western 
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industry. Pitch and tass is coiled myouk pan_mvouk 

is the lion and unicorn on tho old “Jon KumpaniV coin 
while tho pan, tho “flower” is the laurel wreath on the 
othor side. Two rupees or pice aro spun, and the by¬ 
standers call. One says two toils, and if they turn up 
he wins double his stake; similarly if he is equally for¬ 
tunate as to his guess of two heads. If he hedges with 
a head and tail, ho only wins what lie laid. The - tossing 
shilling' and the «lucky penny,” of Box and Cox, one of 
which hod no head and the other two, are not by any 
means novelties in the Pubfc-dan, and other disreputable 
streets in Rangoon. 

Another sleight-of-hand trick at which the town loafers 
are very skilful and are constantly deluding the unwary 
is a performance called kyoh toh-thoe, tilting at the string! 
A narrow strip of hide is doubled across, and the doubled 
end being in the centre, it u wound round and round in 
a complicated way. Then one of the bystanders is asked 
to place either bis finger or a stick into the centre. The 
thong is then unwound, and if tho man has his finger in 
the doubled-up end he wins, otherwise tho manipulator 
gathers up the money. It is obvious that manual dex¬ 
terity may do a great doal in a venture of this kind, and 
the operator usually make* a good thing of it 

Cock fighting is also a very favourite pastime, and 
though forbidden by the authorities, is still carried on 
more or lesB openly in country villages and quiet streets 
in the towns. Theehaw's uncle, the depose 1 Pogalin Min, 
who died of smalt-pox in 1880, was so fond of the practice 
that he wont by tho name of the cock-fighting king. In 
independent territory pretty nearly every house has its 
kyet-hpa, or its teik-kyet, the latter, splendid-looking 
birdB, being bred specially for their pluck in fighting. 

Buffalo fights, which used to be great festivals in the 
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Tenassedni }}K>viiL£e. especially round about Amherst. Find 
TfiVO? havo, under the influence of the IErLtLish. guvornmei it, 
elmost! totally died out Each tillage used to JiavG its 
champion. songs wCTO oempowd in its honour, and special 
CUSjfls appointed to lcolfc aftet jt, arad the conqueror 
famdit as much honour to tlw village M persotml 
Victory of the inhabitants would have done. But they 
Yjrgje jjoftrly u. ,: hniial OKbihitjots as Spuiish tn.fl-fights, 
and only a Tiitls leas d augment 

Fvu.1,1 FTjHnrta we barred to ail hut profeStrt^Jial Wten 
by the religious objection to toeing aofansl life, though 
when s Buimaa d«s enter upon the puieuit, be is always 
an enttniHiflKtifl and skilful sporferman w)d generally a 
dever shot. 


CHAPTER X. 


LUCKY AND UNLUCKY DAYS. 

It has come to be considered on axiom that the Burmese 
are irredeemably lazy. Some authors who hare -written 
about the country ascribe a very great number of additional 
had qualities to them; others are more favourable; but all 
are unanimous in the declaration that they are lazy. The 
reverend missioner, Father San Gexmano, who was almost 
the first European to write a definite account of Burma, 
is the most unkind critic of all. He gathered together a 
great deal of information about the country during his 
long residence, but the opinion he formed of the people 
would be crushing were it not so Btrangly at variance with 
that expressed by a Christian priest who has been still 
longer in Burma, and whose knowledge of everything con¬ 
nected with it yields to none, the Right. Reverend Bishop 
Bigandvit. But it is as well to see ourselves as others sec 
us. The good father says: "Tho Burmese arc distin¬ 
guished for that timidity and servility which is the cha¬ 
racteristic of slaves. . . . There is no contempt, oppression, 
or injustice they will not exercise towards their fellow-men 
when they can assure themselves of the protection of 
government They are thus vile and abject in adversity, 
but arrogant and presumptuous in prosperity. There is 
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do CiIlf amongst them, however mean, Wi-o dues not aim at 
the dignitv of mandarin (minister)." But tbs chief cha- 
raeteri&tio of the Burmese “is an incorrigible idleness 
Instead of employing Sheir time in improving Chair pos¬ 
sesions. they prefer to give themselves up to an indolent 
rijfHjSf; to spend tba day in talking, smoking, and chewing 
but el, or ol»S to bean me the- satellites of some powerful 
Iiia»dvtn, Tbo aarne hatred of labOUT leads to an eneea- 
ai 7 a Eovo of rji.mmag, and also to thieving, to nvbifib they 
arc much addicted. , , , It would seem t.bat it ig impoe- 
iiibjo tbi this people: to tell tbe truth.; nay, a- person who 
Ventures to do it is cnllEd a fool, a good kind of man, but 
not fitted foe managing bit affairs" Still the padre baa a 
little g-uud 10 say of them: “ Ensidos giving daily alms to 
their telapiir.a, they all lay by something to be applied 
to sotne sort of palblis benefit. They axe very fond of 
thus signalising their generosity, and will often deprive 
thadflaltEa of comforts to have ths pleasure of bemg 
benefactors to the public:, 1 '' Tins is an unlovely picture. 
But the good father's head was <r on fire," 

It is pEcuSuUt after tins to tern te a Heldiar'a opinion. 
Major Grant Allen asya: r ' : Unlike the generality of Asiatics* 
tlic Burmese ato not a fawning race. They axe cheerful, 
and singularly nJivij te the rididciLH; buoyant, e las tie, soon 
rccoYciini; from personal or domestic disaster. Free from 
the prejudices of caste OF creed, they readily fraternisE 
■with strangers, and at all tiinaa frankly yield to the 
superiority of the European. , r , Indifferent te the shed¬ 
ding of blood on the part of their rulers, ysi not individu¬ 
ally cruel; temperate, abstemious, and hardy, but idle, 
with neither fixedness of purpose nor pErsevErance. XHs- 
eipliue, or any continued employment, boeumas most 
irksome te them, yet they ore not devoid of a certain 
degree of enterprise. 1 ' 
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This is a -much better certificate, but still we are 
accused of laziness. Let us now turn to the last and the 
best authority on the subject (from an English point of 
view), Colonel Horace Browne, late Commissioner of Pegu. 
The Borman, he says, "displays much spasmodic energy 
and general lazinesR, much love of feasts and shows, much 
disregard of the sacredness of human lifo, and much ten¬ 
derness for the lives of inferior member* of the animal 
kingdom, much arrogance and inconsiderateness when 
placed in high position, and last, though not least, much 
general truthfulness, and, amongst unsophisticated vil¬ 
lagers, the very unoriental trait of being unable to tell 
a specious falsehood.’’ 

The hauteur complained of towards strangers is prin¬ 
cipally due to the fact that, the stranger is not a Buddhist, 
and has not as a hoy been admitted into a monastery. 
To a Barman such a man is no better than a buffalo or 
a dog. In thoeo of low degree this fooling shows itself in 
pitying kindness, in those in high positions in arrogance 
and insulting rudeness. 

The terrible allegations of Father San Germano may be 
considered cancelled by the advocacy of the two military 
gentlemen, but there remains the united charge of un¬ 
warrantable laziness. Let us seo what can be said for 
the defence on this point 

It may be taken for granted that the whole human race 
is more or less hampered by a dislike for work when there 
is no necessity for doing it. In addition to sharing this 
weakness, the Burmau is fettered by a multiplicity of 
fortunate and unfortunate days. When he is born, his 
sadah, or horoscope, is cast, detailing minutely the moment 
at which he appeared, and the influence the presiding con¬ 
stellation has over him personally; and this sadah must 
be carefully examined before anything can be done. But 
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beyond this there arc a great variety of unlucky days which 
mere or less eunoern every tody, and have to be avoided 
if a man is to hope for sncoesB io his enterprise or hie 
journey, To enlist the Syrtipathy of maritime England, 
J will begin with Ike superstition about Friday:—■ 

u Thamtl^i yiy 
Ua tiwi khi: ii(f." 

hl 0,n F?l,i*y Irttta mhjng 
CuW5 weeping 0iL-0. Willing,* 

On the contrary, if you begin the study of a aufyject on 
Briday you will become. an authority on it, Thursday lb 
aJao a good day; but if you commence ou Tuesday or 
Saturday you will soon die, Saturday h a bad day for 
everything, especially for Area—a foot which Captain Shaw 
would probably corroborate, But doubtless it ia somewhat 
Irritating for an Englishman when he wants to commence 
a journey, and has everything ready except the huttockfl 
for the oath lw filtd tlint ha cannot persuade Ilia eurvanta 
to buy or engage them tilt Sunday, because Bunh a pro¬ 
ceeding would bring disaster on everybody connected 
with it He declares it is diktoriness, or the desire Co 
Slay and sec acme foaat ; whereas jt is a matter of con,- 
science, and wjUs taught to the Barman in a rhyiitu when 
ho was a little hoy at school- Similarly thaio ai^ regula’ 
dons an to the days piui>ftr foe washing one's beach TbiH 
ii a regular ceremony, performed only once a month Or so, 
partly because it takes a long time with the Bnrinau'g 
luxuriant hair j partly because many people, especially in 
the small Taking village in Pegu, believe, thoi too 
frequent washings would disturb and irritate tlm genius 
who dwells ill the lieadaud pjctenfo thii eiiul Therefore 
whou you collect the hark and saponaceous scuds and 
other material for the operation, you must- remember tlntt 
it riunlucky to waelr your head ou Monday, Friday, and 
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gatudfly. In tha a*me Way parenfc s^g titer W 
into the monitory wuai Knflll b a M W t to tine hia h air or 
a 3fwday a Friday or « hi* birthday, A. Bum»o' fl 

rt ■» «™ onre a *** 

anti Ins name recalls the day. 

TJita sinmtaace gfrea rk» to a Timber 0/ kow. to 
tko proceeding of the ohikHan of particular days, aU tf 
which*** taught rn the lingo, the d W rel rhymes of ft* 
manage*** l^hools. Pyat-th^n Dfty ( a&hl<jtf d , 
are o» fijnowa : l_IW*y and Satuiday Jo (he iQonth/of 
Tsgoo (Aprils Wfthgoung (August), and iSVdaw aw 
cemberj. The: months do not ttKacCLy correspond. TWhj 
j 7 *^ Of Ab Bureau yaur, is realty half April 

b&lfMay; Na'daw, Etalf IDodoju (jot and half January 
and Bo on 3 '.TLich must be rememkred in the months 
jnen mned beOew Thmirtny nd Saturday mean that the 
people born m uhose days are invariably enhiukv in the 
spnarfied inree months* and had consequently much hatter 
rcuiutn at home, taJM^g, aDofcmg, and chowin^ bate!, oven 
tJinugb it 1rnt.U0 good miagionfirieB, like &m Qormano, 
,aan endeavour io do -wort of any kind which could 
only Mailt uaforiunately. Tlwi monastery Apne may he 
rendered Os fallows J 


lagan tJio tut, Wa^oiing tlie yvut, 

Nn'ilinr the ..lu.II nc;l JiUJ]r, 

Sno^l ua tLarorptat and Hu rat, 

So ru-dt jn l irilly iirUy_“ 

tilt serpent being the sign at' Saturday, and the rat of 
Thursday! Similarly the son* of Wednesday and Friday 
Sn; debarred from work in Kasohn (Miy) p XawcbaJjn 
(September), and Fjathnh (JiinLiaryJj 

lf KudIiti, pyuthnh, and lWtli*liu. 

Tins! it'ioiiilm am tI^IU unlucky. 

Tv r Yrldij and fur ’Walaoidiy 
At lirain or in Yeutncity.* 
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Suuuny 311(1 Monday 411* bad days in the months of Najokn 
(June), ThadinjgyoOt {OotobEi), and TVbcibdw& (February),. 

*' Th4 and tan goaty ■> 

ilnlt 4S-11X1 Niyaluu slid Tlifl^ngynnt,. 

I&O Tainlvdw* with dLipjilt^ lock, 

Whttn’HT -j.it^ ILo 'tpill htj.T ed fi-nLt." 

TIl* tiger 16 tin symbol for Monday; the GaJohn, or rue, 
for Sunday. Tabuhdwij it the foggiest mouth u£ the 
year. 

Th* Wnhsah (July). Tn'settUgmohn (November), ami 
TxbMflfl (M’aroh), those under the rign of the lion 
(Tuesday), and the tuskls® clepllfunti Hang—which 
presents the dark planet Yahoo, and snakes £111 eighth day 
of Wednesday after noontide—&rc 3hi.it out from active 
labour: 

■' la mnatlL TiliDiuip, 'twin hot npd told, 

TatoLLngmalin, Woltjoh bKhiy, 

Tihoo uid TUiOday'n lmi.-iTi fold 
Mnst tnk 6 |e prcciota cniy/' 

On tiie other fnuad there are Yot Yalts&h, ''kingly 
day?" during which the Baman will diHplny “much 
sp osmotic energy.'' &UC>h are Friday and Ha a day in 
April; Saturday and Thursday in M&y ; Tuesday in June ;. 
Sunday M»d Wednesday in July 1 Friday and Wednesday 
in AuguHt; Thursday aud Saturday in September; Tues¬ 
day in October ; Tuesday und Yahoo (noon. to midnight an 
Wednesday) in N yvember; Friday and Wednesday iu 
December - Thursday und Saturday in January; Thursday 
and Tuesday in February; Saturday and Wednesday iu 
M&mb r 

“ flc*ea b wsiTJi 
yi'hofo ]□ t 1 1 dreary, 

On. dL-EK king? 1.: h i. yly UajH." 

It must, af coarse, he home in mind that these days are 
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only lucky for those who were bom on them, and not for 
everybody. 

With all this the Burtnan is in a very considerable diffi¬ 
culty between lucky and unlucky days. If bo declines a 
piece of work because it is his unlucky season, or undcr- 
t-'Jces it, but delays commencing till his unfortunate time 
shall come round, the foreigner accuse* him of luslnosB in 
the one cose and dawdling in the other. Yet many 
Englishmen would not sit down as one of thirteen to 
dinner. 

It would be bad enough if this were all; but there are 
other matters calling for the observance of the Burmau if 
he would consult bis well-being. It is ordained for him 
by paternally solicitous astrologers in what directions ho 
must not travel at certain seasons of the year. This is 
regulated by the nagah hlA The Nagah is & huge crea¬ 
ture, half dragon, half serpent, coiled round the world, 
and gradually and Btcadily crawling in a constantly ri^ 
peated circle; so that his hoad is now in one place, now 
in another; the circuit being completed in a year, and 
following the direction of tha hands of a watch. You 
can journey from the toil towards the hoad with safety, 
but not from the direction of tire head towards tbo tail’ 
for thon you would go straight into the monster's jaws. 
It iB safe to go across in any direction. As long as you 
know tho position of the head, therefore, you are safe; 
and this is recorded for you in the usual lingo. 

“ From March to May, nil April through, 

Tho hngn Nagtli Vj<«unii Mount Moru 
Bin belly turns hfc* bock to south; 

Tho west he (righto vitll open nioath; 

Ttfa toll curled up lialilo all tho «ut. 

Mark well how lies the grialy bout" 

From June to August, therefore, the head is to the 
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north, and you must hoe go Eouihwnndi! 5 from Soptembur 
to Navembeir iho WESt is burred to you. and from then 013 
till March it is dangerous to go north. 

The. (H fficuity an Englishman aontSioiuLlly finds in get¬ 
ting boatmen to go in fi particular direorioi!, or porters 
to curry bis baggage across country, is, therefore easily 
ftHWUnfced for, without any n-acos.-u.ty rOr stigmatising the 
Burmese-as Hopelessly li*sy and averse to steady labour, 
The foot that men are almjH to ho got eve a in ally-is mo 
argument against tho general feflltef in the theory, for 
the English persuade people to all manner cf iniquity. 
Staunch membera of the Order of the Yellow Kobe wi.ll 
toll yen that the brandy-drink Ml and the opium-eatera 
(whom the English 'Tha-thaaa-haing, the Aiobhiaho-p of 
Canterbury, and oilier good pooplc believe to be So vht y 
nu m crons Lfi Burma} ore very frequently proselyte^ And, 
at any rata, have bean much iufin-unOed by the white 
foreigners. And T think than every officer in the com¬ 
mission who baa at length got together a hand of men to 
journey towArda 4 ho n&gAh's jO-WS^ wifi hervr me Out when 
I say they must have been a had lot, and drank raw 
spirits and chawed opium enough to gladden the heart 
of a-n anti-opium society mftO. in search of A frightful 
cifttuplt 

It may he assorted that ilte uniucky days wore In¬ 
vented ass an encuHe for ladneFs ■ hut the prevalence of 
the system wlcb regard to ether muttere disproves this. 
For example, the blind god is supposed to laugh at bar- 
riera- of rank and time and apace ; bu: moat Burman? buns 
a profound belief in the yuii-pct lings—tke rhyme of 
hostile paira, referred to in the chapter OU murringo. 
Again, In forming a partaership fnr purpoaaa of made, or 
tko like,, u due regard roust Vie paid to birthdays. Lucky 
combinations are as follows:—Sunday and Friday, 
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Md V“b ^ Th "” d * r ' 8 * 1 ” d “J' “* W«d„«Uy, ifw.d.y 
When you gel a Burma,, on h » ] ucky d h •,. 
display an .meant of * ^nuuaodic enetgj" 

«;upm« man, ImveUer. i nto idling him hari-»„,w 
Tbo boatmen on the Irrawaddy and the Sittang often row 

*r j*? k s “ d < "'“ *“ l,our * al * stretch, on no mom 
»hd food than cold boiled rice, with a fragment or two of 
** , or cttrrled vegetables. Bat tba, 1, when it i, 

7.L % ay ' Tr? « * Pynt-thali-da nay 

And they will not even drift with the stream. *' 
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CHAPTER XL 


THE BUTTERFLY E Ft SIT. 


It 'S a mattsr of common knowledge th&t Buddhists 
deny the sxistcQiee of asonS or spiritual principle sn man. 
Each now bfliujf; spiritual nature as well fla bodily hu|j- 
StAJice, is the pnkuCt of V?hilt h&S gonu be tone, and d :Data 
entirely from tho previous being. That faculty which 
perform! ail the actio eh referred by Other religions tb the 
soul 1b by tho Buddhist system placed ia a sixth senes 
culled rmsumw, the heart, cr faculty of knowing. This 
enw is r.a mnturj;i 1 in its notion as tiny of the others 
.which arc denominated seeing, bearing, tasting. and so on, 
The njariiw is, it ia true, the moat important of nil the 
aeueea, The eyes, the ears, all the others, aro merely 
channels To communicate impressions to the purely 
incsUectual faculty of knowing ; but it is not a separate 
something, distinct in composition and erisLence from the 
matejlaJ body. The quality and keenness of perception of 
the mitoaw ia a matter of serious importance to its owner j 
for it is only by meditation that a man can attain to the 
higher heavens, and tbs act of meditating can only ba 
conducted by the ftith sense. The observance of the 
precepts ft»d the performance of good actions meet with 
abundant reward ill happy birtha On Cftrbh or in the Sjk. 
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«f ft* ■***; (*, (be iwwl g^a , ]Md , . 
tb. sou! am ■«-«, nwrltoriom, L ££,£ 
«.« pondonug » ft, tori* ssht, tb. id,* „( ” 

jut under tha inWoe of tb. pBdejnno md “ T“, 

“r “ “* ““ rf kma.™ 

>4. W entered rnto tfc. eoreeut of perfeettaSt™ 

.bout m tl» io, pons of pur. spiritualL-a* “T 

f l “»,'»btelbit, or rendu immediate], 
eooueeted Wlt b .4™, tbrougtaut .11 t be £.„ „ ' J 

teodnotem up to oopekka, lead to jp 

fT”” Went, tvbero tbe oooteunpUdw gmd„»u, 

bom ft. thonya, or f,| M pe rs „a.:.„J J"T 
ft contempt, for matter, 

t AL! , “■ ]l f , ita in the nrnmuF or t hB ^ 

t and ls d u ]y ^pki^d fo UtQ 

* in the monastery *nd ^ m | S| £ 

dlBOt ™ Isefi cf ttie ^nliaaiE in the ragt-hdq** on faiJuW 
Or other SUttuUe occnfliom Unfertuuhlj, hav^sr tL 
UUfe r ^ *> a*J_the Wr A little otreui^ Ld not by 3 any 

ST* be Wc^ly. *h e ^p„S 

Barman hrmag get a confuaad bt of big wnrdl into his 

WiT^ T ^ ** a ™fced 

^ ^ * *■ ^ 

®“ F™*» of the tool in a foil y .]fce W h*d 
nfttuiaE elHmflDta of attmctivewfl, b j t . ^ ^ 

^ 5 mr ^ ^ imphikaophioAl Burma* 

Jong ^go hu fiteWd into a preset national heLief jind it 

?™T y TT*' ?“* ^ “* ■“* «**» in the 

leyp-fejj! and dfca when it. (Jimppianj. The mftQ a t tho 
point of death npena be mouth and the bfctterflV BoaprB 
S™ 1 the body, hat mly to dm at the m™ S 
fltmftge thmga wc ^pldned hyU iEb doctrine. For eiamole 
the leyptehya U the eau H e of dreaiEE. It not ahaalubty 
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neoessary that the butterfly Bhould remain constantly 
in the body; death will not necessarily ensue from the 
separation. When the man is asleep, therefore, it leaves 
the body and roams about far and wide. But in these 
wanderings it can only go to such places as the person to 
whom it belongs lias previously been in. A straying from 
known paths would cause extreme danger to the sleeping 
body, for it might happen that the butterfly would lose 
its way and never return, and then both would die—the 
body because the animating principle was gone, the leyp- 
bya because it bad no earthly tenement to live in. The 
butterfly is enabled to perform these journeys through its 
existence 03 thway seht, or soul of the blood; and it is the 
state of this blood which makes the loyp-bya more or leas 
inclined to roam, and which direct* its movements. If 
the blood is feverish or excited in any way, the butterfly 
necessarily becomes restless, and wanders about more or 
loss rapidly and into more or less strange places, according 
to the degree of perturbation. Therefore it happens that 
the soul thus existing in itself; and straying or flying at 
random, sees extremely strange and fantastic visions on 
these voyages. An elaboration of this notion divides 
dreams into three special varieties ; thoso which occur at 
the beginning of sleep, those about midnight, and those in 
the early morning; or the false, the mixed, and the true. 
Baydin-sayahs and wise women ore for this reason always 
very particular in their inquiries as to the precise time at 
wliich the dream occurred. If they foretell wrongly it is, 
of course, because the questionist made a mistake ns to 
the time when his vision appeared to him. 

These night wanderings of the butterfly spirit are not 
without their dangers. In addition to other hobgoblins 
ond spectres, Burma is especially plagued by evil spirits 
called beolooe—creatures in human guise who devour men. 
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K they wij 1 eat the corporate man. there is small doubt 
what will happen to tho fragile butterfly spirit should it 
oomo across such an ogro. Cases do happen wl.cn the 
eyp-hya is gulped down, and then the man has slept his 
last sleep- More often, however, it is only a case of levp- 
byalan; the soul is scared. and in its terror sometimes 
runs into unknown regions, from which it is unable to 
retrace its steps when of course it dies and with it the 
owner ; or it rushes home to its bodily dwelling-place with 
such precipitation that the whole system is disorganised 
and sickness follows. This butterfly theory, therefore 
offers a grand held for quack doctors, of whom there are 
iiuibrt.mateiy avery large number in Burma. When a man 
fails ill they dose him with all the drugs and simples they 
have in their little bamboo phials. If he does not set 
bettm- after taking even the fungus from the roots of the 
bamboo, culled in the eclipse, or vegetable soot prepared at 
tho change of the moon, then there can be only one 
opinion ; the leyp-bya has had its system shaken by some 
ghoulish sight; or perhaps it i 8 being kept in duranec- 
vile by some taseht, some demon (in the sense of the Crook 
or h J a *>hn, » wisard. In this case no bodily 
medicine can he of auy use, were it even that celebrated 
nostrum, . the greon powder, which contains 100 
different ingredients. A witch doctor must be called 
in, and he resorts to the loyp-bya hkaw. This ceremony 
is vary much like that made use of in ordinary cases of 
oppression by evil genii, nat-sohs, and witches. Offerings 
are laid outside the house, or perhaps outside the village, 
at night—heaps of cooked rice, bananas, salt fish, and 
other eatables; and the malevolent being, whether ghostly 
tascht or material witch, is begged to eat this rice instead 
of the butterfly spirit, and to let the prisoner free. Few 
are hardy enough to watch and see what happens; but 
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tho fow wlio Lave done 30 agraod with mo in the discovery 
that thfi drawn appears in the slmpe of a pariah deg, 
which does net diffor fiOcu ether pmriali dogs iu Hjririt, 
jnasniuidi us it will run away if you throw stemefc ew it, 
The offeringa ore repeated till a change takes plane. 
Perhaps the tasftht is greedy, eaca offer! ngs, leyp-bya and 
all, arid kills the man. Perhaps it is appeased. Then the 
butterfly spirit returns sufo to its owner again, and ogn- 
valEscenco sets Lilr Thin is callsd leyp-tiyBn wii^ Koeinos 
ure never successfully negotiated with in thia way; they 
are- ton voracious. They occasionally appear in broad 
day]lit upon earth; but may always be recognised, since 
they have red eyes and oast nr) sbftdow. 

A particular Ip 1 difficult op«*tW(n is to eepantts two 
J.oyp-hyas that were intimately united in life. This is 
especially the coat when a mOLher has died Le&vitlg a, lirtie 
udkoh If the leyp-hya kwe ia not resorted to, the butter¬ 
fly of the little one will fallow the mother, and tli a child 
will die, A wise woman ia therefore called in. She mur¬ 
murs some mautrua.. and then place a a locking-glass on tilt 
floor near the corpse. Still On utieriug, but with ntore anil 
more rapid gfiKUoulfttlMl, she drops a fllmy shred of Cotton 
dijiUwn cm the face of the minor, and with frenzied words 
entreats the dead iuotbur nob to retain the infant soul, hut 
let it come back to its earthly tenement. The fleecy dawn 
slowly slips down the mirror face and Lilia off into tie 
haudktirciiiof she holds holow, and is then gtritly placed 
on the breast of the child. A similar ceremony is Occn*- 
sunnily gone through when a husband oi wife is mote 
tllfUl usually overcome by the death or the yoka-fallow. 

Tire whole nation :a of oouitfle fwmigtl to Buddhism, and 
ia viewed with groat disfavour by the members of the 
ancred assembly, hut they arc no more able to put a stop 
to it than they are suppress Hat-worship in the 
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subridiuy form rii whidh it still sdrt* It i, tomwhrt 
a^mHgU^ to those who bare the welfare t>f t y te 
at heart i yet still when oat comas to HdJj dviliAed 
caianTJi® Snich aa tore found in Europe and Elide trims ta 
only a little Uisa daD&onetiatogly believed in & lo^j ; a 
He world is T ery smiH after air 
The le?p-by& ideA hie a good many other peouliaritla* 
f ™ Burmw^ Dccaswially gets them into troiiUs with 
foreigners. It is tks cause of the graft,t unwilliugaesa all 
Bormans hau Q to waku a sleeping man. It ia ebvioua 
from the above eipWieo of the character of the ]ehn- 
bjK> that it would be highly injurious to mure * man 
suddenly from l,ia ehrmbers, Bis butterfly wight be 
wandering fur from the body, and probably would not 
h&ve timo to burry haek to ita tenement. Then tile man 
would certainly foil sick, or at any mto wouM be indnr- 
posed fur a short time, Consequently, it is useless to toll 
ft Enrmen Ho^anS to wake you at A cartoin hour. Ha 
will Come in At tba appointed time and louk w!Htfu[[y at 
you, and wish something would fall down and make a 
“™5 be hiruFKjlF will tread ns softly as a beusto 
breakur, and will not even have tbts heart to iristigato 
Homebody Outside to make a disturbance. 'The English- 
mail hftt not got " humanity” it ia true; be fins not boon 
in a monastery, and is therefore not really a ■* juftn;" but 
there ia no knowing but what be might hitve a leyp-W 
ft* All that. Consequently the Hjuscht ia not wakemsd, 
and gets up »a hour and a half after he waited to, and 
storms at the poor Barman for a losy scoundrel who SilOrOH 
away ti’J the sun i& .as high in the sky as the pagoda 
s-piro, let alone a tori palm. 

The sums thing often Occurs out in the country villages. 
An English assistant Minmissfonet lidos unexpected Ly into 
a Hsnall townlet in bis sub-division and calls for the head- 
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man. That worthy is having his afternoon siesta, and the 
good wife announces this with a composure which almost 
surprise* the young suh-janta wallah into swearing. He 
sap, “ Well, then, wake him, and tell him to bring his 
acoounts along to the traveller's bungalow." Old Mali 
Gyee shudders at the very thought, and flatly refuses. The 
Englishman gallops oft' in a fury at the d—read fill imper¬ 
tinence of the people, and Mali Gyee calls together all her 
gossips to hear of the brutality of the young ayaybaing, 
who actually wantod hex to imperil her goodman's life. 
It needs something more than passing examinations and 
being a smart report-writer to govern tho people well. 


CHAPTER XII. 

CnOLK&A. SPECIFICS. 

Occasionally a wholo Burmese village or a quarter of 
tlio town seems to be seized with sudden madness*. With¬ 
out u moment’s warning, apparently, and movod hv one 
common impulse, the able-bodied scramble on to tho tops 
of their houses and fall to work to beat the wooden or mat 
roofs with bamboos and billots of wood. The old and 
feeble stand down below and thump uumolodious drums, 
or bray their loudest on raucous trumpets j while tho 
women and children dance round about and open their 
mouths and yell. No one bus any right to talk about 
pandemonium tin be bos beeu scared by the sudden 
bursting on the night air of this diabolical uproar. New- 
oomons in Rangoon, mindful of the scares which have been 
frequent of late years, on hearing, tho outburst for tho 
first time, are apt to believe that the long-prophcaied 
mmg of the * budmash * population has at length com¬ 
menced, and that tho ferocious Bunnan has started on the 
war-path. They are the more inclined to believe it because 
tho outbreak always tokos place at night, and, at a distance, 
suggests nothing so much as a general free fight. But it is 
nothing of the kind ; nothing could be farther from it. It 
is, in point of feet, the regular sequel to a religious cere¬ 
mony. Cholera has appeared in the district. There have 
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been one or two deaths, and tlie population is aroused to a 
sonse of tho danger. The terrible epidemic is of annual 
occurrence, notwithstanding all sanitary precautions, at 
the beginning of the south-west monsoon in May. The 
first heavy bursts of the rainy season wash all manner of 
surface impurities, animal and vegetable, into tho wells 
and tanks, and cases of sporadic cholera are the oonse- 
qucncc. So says the civil surgeon; but the Burmans do 
not believe him- They are convinced that a nat-soh, some 
evil spirit, has taken up his abode in the place, and is 
exacting revenge for some real or fancied insult. They 
accordingly take this means of farcing him to quit; and if 
tire malignant nat can be supposed to have any nerves 
whatever, it certainly ought to be effective. 

The brethren of the monastery discountenance 'the 
practice as far as they can—as indeed every one not 
afflicted with a duluess of hearing might be expected to 
do. It is a remnant of the old geniolatry, and, having 
nothing to do with pure Buddhism, confounds the dewahs 
of the six heavens with the heathenish spirits of the old 
wild tribes. But cholera is a pestilence that regards not 
the yellow robe of the mendicant any more than the gay 
pasoh of the frivolous; and so the pohn-gyees hold the 
ceremony which immediately precedes tho wild riot called 
thayi tohp-tbee, and display their opposition no more 
violently than by getting out of the way as fast as the 
dignifiod walk peculiar to tlie Assembly of the Perfect 
permits. 

It is related that long ago, at the time of the beginning 
of religion, tho torriblo pestilenoe swept over Kappilawoot, 
tho city of Thoodawdana, the father of the Lord Buddha. 
Only at the intercession and by the merits of the prayers 
and good works of the saviour of the world and his as¬ 
sembly, was the plague stayed, and the city saved from 
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desolation—hence the function callod pareht yoht-theo. 
Cholera has broken out m the village. Several death* havo 
occurred in succession with the tumble suddenness which is 
characteristic of the disease. Tho dirges played by the 
hands for tho dead fade into one another and break out all 
down the street. Then one of the chief men of the place 
makes preparations and begs the monks to come down 
from the monastery. A raised dais is put up at the back 
of the room for the accommodation of the yahans, and 
covered with mats. Offerings to the holy men are 
arranged in a long row before the platform—rice, fruit, 
flowers, hotel-boxes, pillows, cups and bowk Alongside of 
these are plncod the vessels which the monastic superior 
is to consecrate—nyoung juy-oli, sacred to the use of 
tho religious, and pareht-oh, so called from the ceremony. 
These are partially filled with water, leaves of the tba-byay 
bin, a species of Eugenia, are put in, and along with them 
ooarse, yellow string wound round a small stick. When all 
is ready the monks come down in the gray of tho evening, 
moving, as always, in slow procession of Indian file from 
the kyoung, followed by their disciples carrying the largo 
monastic fan, or perhaps an arm-load of palm-leaf manu¬ 
script books. Meanwhile, and all through the ceremony, • 
the people from all parts of the village come in, each person 
bearing his pnrelit-oh, with its supply of lha-byay bin 
leaves and modicum of yellow string. The pohn-gyecs, 
their eyes fixed humbly on the ground, take their 
allotted seats without a word to any one, not erven to the 
master of the house. All the people kneel as they come 
in, and remain in tho hftlf-knooling, half-prostrate position, 
customary before members of tho thenga. 

The abbot of the kyoung then begins the service, longer 
or shorter according to the capability or inclination of the 
officiator. Curtain formula reciting the praises of the 
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Lord Buddha are always chanted ; the Ts^-bft theela, the 
Ten Commandments incumbent on all believers on worship 
days and on the earnest always, are usually declaimed. 
Sometimes it ends with this; sometimes, if the abbot 
is an enthusiast, the law is preached. Then he extends 
liia hands orer the collected vessels and consecrates them, 
and the religious ceremony is over. The yahans rise and 
file back to their kyoung os solemnly os they come. The 
presents made to them are carried off at the same time, 
some by the boy pupils some by the donors. The people 
than take away their pots to their houses, and shortly 
afterwards, at a given signal, the wild clattering on the 
roafs begins. This lasts till the performers are exhausted. 
Fortunately that usually occurs within half an hour. If 
the malignant demon can hold out bo long, it is much more 
than most Europeans can, and their futile remonstrances 
and threats sometimes add to the general din, especially if, 
as not unfrequently happens, the disturbance is repeated 
for several nights. 

There is this much, however, to be said in favour of the 
custom, that it often actually does stay the spread of 
cholera—no doubt owing to the diversion of mind produced 
by hangiug away on the top of your roof, and theconiidenoe 
and hope which the operation induces. Moreover, so much 
damage is donu to the house itself that repairs hike some 
time, which also serves to keep the mind occupied. 

When the thayi tobp-thee is over, tho people return to 
their houses, whore the pots with their consecrated con¬ 
tents are. Tho yellow string is unwound from the sticks 
and divided into lengths. Some people hang it all round 
the euve 3 of the house in little bags, other's tie pieces of it 
round the left wrist, more especially those who go about 
much. At a time when there is cholera about most of the 
young men may be seen with these wristlets. A Rangoon 
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clerk detected wearing one colours with annoyance, and 
says his parents made him put it on. He very probably 
throws it away, but the same night he will have a fresh 
piece on. The thread is coloured with dye obtained from 
the wood of the jack'tree, the same which supplies the 
colouring matter for the monkish garments. The tlm- 
byay bin leaves are kept in the pot, or scattered about the 
house. The tree is particularly highly esteemed by the 
Burmese. A species of it, the tiia-byon tlm-byay bin (the 
Malay apple, Eugenia malaccentu), is celebrated as the 
largest tree in the island w hich lies to the south of Mount 
Myemmoh. Sprigs and leaves of the tha-byay bin are 
cut, prayers and supplications for absent friends and rela¬ 
tives offered up before thorn, and then the twig is thrown 
into a pot of water, A song baa been composed about 
the tree itaelf, and is one of the most popular of those that 
do not belong to the category of love-eougs. The jester in 
a play has always an unfailing 44 draw," when, wishing to 
testify hia regard for some ono, he declares he lias cut down 
an entire tha-byay bin and thrown it into the river that 
hia friend may eujoy good health. The joke lies in the 
contrast between this and the couple of leaves in a small 
pot used by people ordinarily. 

It might have been expected that contact with English 
civilisation and doctors would have put an end to the 
riotous absurdity of the thayi tohp-thee; but it lias not by 
any means. In fact the lwmso-beating goes on more 
vigorously in Rangoon and the larger district towns than 
elsewhere. This is partly because cholera 1 b more frequent 
there on account of the crowding together of the people, 
and the greater chances of the water being polluted; and 
partly because in small villages the people very often 
simply abandon the place, if. there seems any danger of 
the malady getting a firm hold. Cholera Is almost certainly 
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fat&l to any Burjaau attacked. The U&uftl remedy ad opted 
is a very astringent d&COffltlffn of the rind of the mangos- 
toon fmit, but IE ia seldom given soon enough to he o£ 
any use; an d the Sniman habit of tryi ug to ke&p air away 
from the patient ^ much Ha possible, pretty nearly 
semisis useless any effect the drug might have bath Ad 
the windows and doom of the h&UBC arO covered up, and a 
cloth i& i.iai.mlly thrown over the sick mau'a head, so that 
he can hardly draw breath. Under these cfreuinstancea. 
the inaii smitten with cholera inv<ufin,hty justifies the 
notional belief that he ia doomed, iiiiy me ana, therefore, 
of keeping away the epidemic is Oftgorly soiaud Upon, if it 
is only the embarkation of the whole population in un¬ 
limited gohn-nyin toll playing, as was recently recommended 
us & favourable diversion to the public mind hi ProuiCr No 
amount of reasoning or rBnrnnatrance is likely to put. an 
end to the indict ion of tin;: thiji to lip-thee, The govern¬ 
ment oEdals are helpless against the superstition, and 
Engl ish polioe-in^pSCtorfi have simply to stand by foolishly 
wish their hands to their eaTfi till the clatter and damans- 
diet' down. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


MAKISQ GOLD, 

TlTE Burmese luive no more eacapod from the erase for 
the discovery of tlse phiLosopher's atone than Other crvilised 
peoples Even at the present doy there anc numbers of 
goldsmiths and ffthfir handicraftsmen in the principal 
CownB of Lower Burma, who might be prosperous and 
happy, did not tin otandog fo-r the disco VBty of a means 
of mating gold pm-petya] ly disturb their minds, and impel 
them to waste tEiC-ir earnings in dabblings with mercury 
and frtJtang^doolting uiinrjnJ and vegetable products, 
Mercury is what the experimenter [Jimvfs starts with, 
Every would-be discoverer CoftitriCncoa Lie researches with 
mercury; and it is on this account a matter for congratu¬ 
lation that it is so expensive j otherwise, we might linvc 
fur more people doing damage to thciussJvcs and other® 
than is even now the case, Tbs last grt-ai fire in Rangtvm 
wjw ' ouusod by a SCWfcEcr after secrets capsizing hi® 
crucible white Huddenly pouring in mercery. For greater 
secrecy, and boCMISO Ida horoscope Said it was a favourable 
timo, he woa working at three in tEio morning, His 
house tcok fire J and! when day dawned tins whoio of 
Edward Struct—cue of the wealthiest inhabited by Burn imts 
—was a heap of smouldering asbos. The originator aF 
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the fire, instead of being abused for his carelessness, was 
condoled with, because he was able to assert that the 
accident happened at the supreme moment, when he was 
trembling on the verge of the great discovery that would 
have made his own and all the neighbouring goldsmiths’ 
fortunes. But accidents of this kind arc not of frequent 
occurrence. The damage is usually limited to burnt fingers, 
and constitutions shattered with the red fumes of the 
heated mercury. Sometimes, however, men who have lost 
their possessions, in attempting to make gold, fall upon 
the notion of repairing their fortunes by making money- 
coining as it is called in ordinary parlance. Luckily, few 
have the skill requisite for this * smashing ” business; ami 
the counterfeit coin put about is such as should hanlly 
deceive any man who has ever seen a genuine -piece or 
money before. 

Naturally with so many people experimenting, there 
ore always rumours of the discovery having been made. 
Indeed, methods are known by which the great object 
can be attained—with proper care and the selection of a 
favourable hour. One of these is qnite infallible, and is 
so regarded oven by those who have tried it many times 
without success. If there has been any failure it is 
because of some miscalculation in selecting a lucky 
moment from the sadali, the horosoope which every one 
possesses; or because some unavoidable hitch in the opera¬ 
tions allowed the propitious hour to pass. That there is 
any doubt about the feasibility of the process no one 
dreams of hinting. Have not skilled sayahs exhibited the 
metal—undoubted gold—which they have mode 1 

Tliis method is as follows. On the slopes of Kyaik- 
hteo-yoh, the hill on which, perched on a gigantic boulder, 
stands the famed pagoda of that name, grows a peculiar 
kind of tree, the stem of which is flattened out in a 
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singular way, 90 that it gets the name of say nga-pi, from 
a flat flounder-tike fish called nga-pd. This tree i* cut 
down, and the trunk is chopped into little pieces, which 
are then squeezed in as effectual a way as the limited 
machineries in a Burman’s household can do it The 
dii P B ore pressed between two stones ; or the bullock-cart 
is passed over them ; or the good man of the houso puts 
his teak box on the top of them, and svimmonB the family 
to ait upon it Any way, the chips must be well squeezed ; 
many failures are due to remissness in this respect The 
chip* arc next thrown into a long crucible, holf-iilled with 
mercury, and the mixture is subjected to the heat of a 
roaring wood fire. By this simple process, the Sayahs 
have obtained pure gold—a little mixed with ashes, if 
thoro has been too much of the say nga-pi, but otherwise 
pure enough to oontent the most fastidious aasayist The 
only time I ever witnessed the operation mysoff, we were 
prematurely choked off by tike wood smoke and the red 
fumes of the mercury; and when we wont back again 
towards sunrise, we got nothing but a quantity of very 
malodorous charred wood. There was a miahdeo some¬ 
where in conducting the experiment. 

There is another method well vouched for, and it is 
much loss trying to the temper and constitution thau the 
other, though perhaps a little more difficult of execution ; 
seeing that a good deal deponds upon extraneous help, 
which is not always available, and then ouly in special 
localities. You get a small piece of pala-dohtta, copperas, 
or green vitriol, and persuade a fish to Bwallow it. Any 
kind of fish will not do. You must seek out the nga 
likohn-ma, a silvery fish which grows to the length of 
about a foot, and is, I believe, known to science aa Barbu* 
sarana. It is most certain if you introduce the copperas 
into the living fish, let the creature loose, and catch it 
vol. n. 1 
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again. If you are in a burry, however, it is sufficient to 
put the copperas into the "dead creature's stomach. When 
it is taken out again it is quite changed in appearance. 
I have never boon fortunate enough to see the thing done, 
hut Sayahs say the change is quite remarkable. This new 
substance is put into a mass of copper, and either allowed 
to remain there till the change comes about, or heatod in 
a crucible to accelerate the process. In a successful experi¬ 
ment half the metal should become pure silver, and the other 
half remain copper, the two being on seperate sides of the 
vessel and not mixed up together. This method, competent 
alchemists say, is rnfallihle ; but somehow it does not scorn 
to enrich them. Perhaps they spend their gains in search¬ 
ing after more lucrative processes. When you can make 
silver, the desire to make gold is doubtless, only 
intensified. 

I will mention only one more method, which was more 
satisfactory than any while it lasted, but was brought 
to an abrupt end by tho exhaustion of the raw material. 
A ship was driven on shore near Negraia, the promontory 
on the south-west coast of Burma, and was broken up in 
a violent storm. Among tlie wreckage was discovered a 
small quantity of some substance, which those who found 
it called a-yet hki (congealed or solidified spirit), on the 
analogy of jay bk& (ice). How they came to try it I do 
not know; but after a while it was found out that this 
was the grand secret, A small fragment of this stuff 
proved thoroughly effectual in converting the baser metals 
into gold. No matter what it was tried on—tin, copper, 
lead, iron—the result was always satisfactory, and tho 
discoverers travelled about the country for a time turning 
other people’s scraps of metal into gold. Then the supply 
of the a-yet hke ran out; and the great question is now 
where to get more of it. The invention of “ compressed 
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beer ” created hope; but the acquisition of that article was 
disillusionizing. It had not the magical properties of the 
a-yet hk&. and it was not good to drink. There is here, 
perhaps, a promising field for sympathetic western industry. 
It may be hoped that the wrecking of the ship had 
nothing to do with communicating its special virtue to the 
" compressed spirit ”; otherwise wo might have uu alarm* 
ing series of maritime disasters all round the Gulf of 
Martaban. Burning houses to get roost pig would bo a 
trifle to this. 

These are a few of the methods adopted, and they may 
be taken as samples of them all. None of them are more 
scientific, and the three I havo described enjoy the 
reputation of being entirely successful in the right hands. 
But the practice is much discountenanced by the pious. 
Alchemy is specially denounced by the Lord Buddha, 
It tends to induce covetousness; and the striving is in 
itself the best evidenoe of a love for the things of this 
world, which incapacitate a man for the contemplative 
states of zahn and arupa —how much more, then, for 
neh'ban. The monks, the Assembly of tho Perfect, of 
oourse denounce it; for, in addition to the consulting of 
horoscopes—itself, though universal (the rohn-gye>e himself 
hail one drawn up when he was a week old) a Brahtni- 
nical practice, and remote from true Budhism—there are 
numerous other observances connected with alchemy which 
are still more heretical. In addition to consulting his 
sadoh for a lucky hour, the alchemist frequently also ob¬ 
tains omens through the augurs from the bone* of a 
sacrificial fowL It is arranged that the thigh-bones of a 
chicken shall be examined. A condition is imposed that 
the bones shall exactly correspond, or that there shall bo 
certain defined differences. The hollows for tho tendons, 
for example, shall be like or unliko, the bones shall bo even 
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or uneven, and so on. This being Accurately settled, the 
bones ore, alter the chanting of baydin, and cabalistic 
spells, held up side by side, and critically examined, An 
experienced eye is necessary to read the result properly, and 
interpret the full signification of the omens. Fortunately 
or unfortunately, as you like to take it, if there arc two 
augurs present* they almost always differ, and the intend¬ 
ing experimenter is left free to follow the opinion that 
be approves of, or which fits in best with his plans. This 
superstition, besides being abhorrent in itself, on account 
of the taking of life, is particularly objectionable to the 
mendicants, a9 implying that there are others besides 
themselves commanding respect and receiving reverence. 
The openly avowed alchemists are therefore a much abused 
body. But they have the consolation of knowing that 
almost every Bummn has tried his hand at eggayat htoh- 
thee and failed. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

SUMPTUARY LAWS AND ETIQUETTE. 

In Mandalay the sumptuary laws are exceedingly strict 
and most elaborate in their character. Out of the capital 
the regulations are equally in force ; but never, us a matter 
of fact, oome into action, because the oountry governors 
take very good core to replenish their coffers out of the 
money-bags of every one who may chanco to be fortunate in 
his speculations. Speaking generally, officials are the only 
rich people ; but in no country in the world is the official 
rank more open to competition, or more subject to tire 
caprice of the king. The present mayor of Mandalay, who 
is uiso Governor of the Rafts—that is to say, Lord High 
Admiral—was not many years ago little bettor a 
slave, and owed bis first start in life to a lucky aocident. 
Several other of King Theebaw’g most prominent advisors 
were among his personal attendants before bo ascended the 
throne. There is, therefore, nothing of the caste prejudice 
of the Hindoos to be found in Burma. Burmans will often 
declare there is caste, but what is called by that name is 
nothing more than the arbitrary settlement by the sump¬ 
tuary laws of what a man may wear and what is forbidden; 
what language he may use and what must be used to him. 
Captain Forbes, in his book on Burma, said that these pro¬ 
hibitions extended in native territory to the names which 
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might be given to a man. The term Shway, meaning gold 
was, he said, restricted os a name to people of rank. This 
is certainly a misapprehension. It is not so restricted at 
the present day in Handalay. I am as much Shway Yoe 
there as in Rangoon; and as far as my knowledge goes, 
there never was such a rule, even in the times of the 
haughtiest and roost unreasonable monaroha, such as 
Thnrrawaddy and Mintaya Oyee. The appellative is per¬ 
haps not so common as in British territory; hut as far as 
the law is concerned, tho poor man may call himself and 
his children Shway as much as he pleases; only he must 
be very careful how he uses any of the gold he may possess 
in decorating his person or in adorning his house. 

If the regulations do not apply to the name a man may 
have, they certainly do to the language ho may make 
use of. Oriental forms of speech in self-depredation 
are familiar enough. They are universal with all the 
nations of the East, and even turn up in the democratic 
"West in the petitions of " your humble, obedient servant” 
The magniloquent and supreme nga, as applied to one’s 
self, is not peculiar to Burma; while hnin, addressed to an 
inferior, is only a little more contemptuous than the Mr 
of the small German courts. The difference between the 
various ranks is for more distinctly marked than this in 
the employment of different forms of speech; an entirely 
special language as applied to the royal blood, and in a 
scarcely less adulatory way to the members of the Assembly 
of the Perfect. A man “dies 1 *; a monk "goes back" 
to tho blissful scats whence he came, or to nek'ban; a 
king “ascends to the village of Nats”; one of the six 
heavens of happincs, where the passions still reign, and in 
the contemplation of which Buddhists find consolation for 
the otherwise dismal forebodings of their faith. The 
Buddhist religion is thoroughly democratic. A man only 
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is what he is through his actions in past existence®. The 
accumulation of merits must therefore vastly outweigh the 
demerits in the kan of a king. However badly he may 
act in' his regal existence, he cannot fall below the lowest 
seat of the dewah9—at least, so official language declare®. 
Similarly, an ordinary man “ walks "; a raendicaut "stalks," 
or “strides,” or “paces with dignified gait," or whatever 
may be the English honorific equivalent of the Burmese 
cbtiwa; while a king " nukes a royal progress.” The hitter 
expression is emphatically correct as far as personages of 
the Burmese royal blood are conoeraed. The descendants 
of Mahah T h a m a d a never go on their own legs ro the open 
air. If they do not mount an elephant, some official is 
honoured with the weight of majesty on his back. In the 
same way, while a humble subject "eats,” a pobn-gyee 
sohn pohn pay-thee " assimilates,” or “ nourishes Ids body 
with the alms of the pious "j and a king demeans himself 
to nothing less than “ ascending to the lordly board.” You 
may “ call ” or “ invite ” an ordinary man; to an ascetic 
you may " suggest an interview “; you would be a reck¬ 
less man indeed if you sought a formula which in the 
faintest imaginable way would suggest to the king that 
you wanted him to come to you. When your visitor 
departs, if he is on familiar terms, he says, Thwa-mee no, 
“I say, I'm going,” and you politely respond, Thwa-ba, 
" By all means, go away m ; if he stands a little in awe of 
you, he sayB, Thwn-daw-mee, “ Honoured sir, I take my 
leave "; on the other hand, when, after a conference with a 
holy brother, you take your departure, you say, " My lord's 
servant does obeisance ” (literally, " thinks on his fore¬ 
head “); the king does not give you the chance to say 
anything; he flings out of the throne and disappears 
behind a blue curtain, while your eyes are fixed on the 
ground a couple of feet before you. 
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And so it goes cm through a triple language, which 
makes Burmese in the palace an unknown tongue to the 
beat foreign scholar. Tales are told of the ludicrous mis¬ 
takes of men, who to ordinary people oould speak Burmese, 
and therefore imagined they might venture on it with the 
king. Thus it was with a hluff English manager of one of 
the numerous mills which the late king built and kept going 
till he got tired of thorn. This gentleman, in replying in 
the affirmative to some remark of the Lord of the Golden 
Palace, horrifiod the court by saying hohk-de instead of 
the prescribed tin-ba payah, " I think with your rmyesty.’’ 
The expression to palace cars was much tho same as if 
some one were to say to Her Majesty, the Queen of 
England, " Right you are, old lady.” 

If the proprieties of language are carefully observed, the 
regulations os to wearing-apparel and ornaments axe far 
more minute, and guarded with the most jealous core. The 
almost wretched character of the houses of Upper Burma, 
as compared with those in English territory is very 
apparent; but what strikes a stranger even more is tho 
absence of tho gay dress which is so pleasant and pic¬ 
turesque in Pegu and the seaboard provinces. There is 
indeed no law against any one wearing the most brilliant 
posoh ho can get; but the money is wanting to support 
the character. A man with a fine wsistcloth would be 
considered to have money at the back of it, and might 
have to sell his dress to meet the contributions demanded 
aooordingly by the local official. In Lower Burma, every 
oue has a feast-day dress, however poor he may be. Ho 
gets the money for it by a week’s work, perhaps, backed 
up by a lucky bit of gambling. Then he is at liberty to 
strut about and do nothing till the clothes get shabby, 
when he has to bestir himself again. In English territory, 
too, be may decorate his kilt with any number of repre- 
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sentations of the peacock. An Upper Bum&n would be 
promptly put in gaol—ho would even run some risk of 
being killed outright—if he ventured upon one. Peacocks 
are for personages of the blood-royal Moet people in 
independent territory wear no ooats at all; but if they do 
wear coats, they must be of the simplest possible " Chinese 
cut.” Long-tailed teing-mathehua, surcoais and the like, 
are reserved for officials, with regulations as to buttons, 
gold or otherwise, and other minutiae which must severely 
tax the memory of informers and chamberlains. 

As wo ascend in the social, or rather the official scale, 
—for all dignity oomes from office, or from a special patent 
from the king—distinctions thicken. Naturally in tho land 
of the mnbrella-bearing chiefs, tho huge htees afford a pro¬ 
minent and obvious mode of marking rank. The umbrella 
is twelve or fifteen feet high, with an expanse of six feet 
or more across. A poor man has nothing to do with these 
big umbrellas whatever, unless he be employed to carry 
one over his master’s head. If he owns an umhrella at all, 
it muBt bo short in the handle and otherwise of Western 
dimensions. Royal officials about the palace have their 
umbrellas painted black inside; country people, and those 
not directly connected with the royal abode, must have the 
palm-loaf as near the original colour os the varnishing with 
wood-oil permits. Some have permission to cover the wide 
surface with pink or green satin; others, more honoured, 
may add a fringe, either plain or embroidered. A golden 
umbrella is given by special grace to tho highest woons 
and the royal princoss. A white umbrella belong* to the 
king alone, and not oven the Ehng-shay min, the heir- 
apparent, when such a person, os occasionally happens, 
exists, is allowed to use it. Hatters are still further com¬ 
plicated by the number of umbrellas. Nine white ones 
mark the king; tho Ehng-shay min has eight golden ones; 
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ant\ Useiest of the royal psrgmaagci! uumbsrs corresponding 
to their MhieTBniQlltfl h or thfi regard the Ling has far 
tJiEm. If they achieve too much, how&ver, and become 
pqjidar, they die. Di istiLig-uj&laod. statesmen and generals 
may have reiraial gold btesB, which arcduly dispJaysd on all 
public occasions, and nr& put up in the Louse in prominent 
places The ting's " ngent Jl in Hang-non has only One, 
TvliidJ very iairiy rftpressnts the consideration in which 
Great Britain ib held, and the official VAnk thought good 
enough to onuimurdcftte with the Chief CuimniSfiLOneitr A, 
favourite trick of the king, Nonng daw Gyee, vu tn issue 
perpetually new edicts at to the length of umbrella handles 
ant) the proper nocnsiiromnnt c<f tile pasoh Oi&ttfi ct offlc-ial 3 
used te make large sains of money in the way of finos in 
ihoEO days, and occarionaJly themselves fell victims, Thoio 
has been nothing of the kind lately, unless wu n,u%y Wn- 
sidEi the Queen Soo-payfth Lat'a anuomaJCinent as to the 
■Y?av in which her heir is droEsrd, being patented os her 
sole prErtgalive, an Instance of the same nature. Neverthe¬ 
less, the general distinctions ore very teffl&doUEily held by. 
InniKHitvunwitting KElglishmon Imvft got thctviRelvt-a into 
Barioui looubk in Mandalay by going about carrying silk 
umbrcLIftfl- with white ooveiSp Th* offence is high treason 
and merits death. None have achudly undergone tlie 
supreme penalty., but there orO ft few who have vivid 
detm nrioticuH for the stock#. 

The metal, and cons traction of $p)ttOW3&, betal- 
bo^s, cups, aod ibe like household furniture for different 
grades ore rigidly demarcated, and afford the most nliliUtO 
evidences of the owners rank and bis precedence in that 
rank. Anklets of goSd (<chay-gyln) arc forbidden to *11 
children but these nf the royal family OH pain of death. 
Silk cloth, brocaded with gold or silver flowers and figures 
of animals, may be worn by none but t-lie royal blood olid 
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aneh of the wocna-kiwbiws* the rahuBfwi' wives, m receive 
,i[ fpgcial grace enabling them to use it. Similarly the 
nan.j h as to jewels and precious at,ones ia very carefully 
laid dawn. Very few besides the king and his kinsfolk 
rdav w&ar diamonds. The display of emeralds and rubies 
is restricted in like manner, and an on with ether precious 
fitonee less CsMimed by BumuutS, AH rubies above a 
certain size found in the country are the property of the 
hiiig, and the hap'ees digger a* » rule gees nothing in 
return- Hie head pays the penalty if he listens to tbs 
tempti fi.gs of btnek merchants from Tlid’ia, and chips it 
k> aa to bring it under the royalty size. Ka-dcc-hn 
bes-nst, velvet pandals. aro allowed to BOUO but persons 
of rayal blood. Tlie use of ain-fha-pa-dahj a vennilien 
<]yo obtained from canoabaz f is very jeiJousLy guarded. 
The turnout, a great Tffidft-hrimmed hat, is an homoiii 
eagerly sought after by the lower rank of official The 
institation is not very ancLent, and WX3 primarily due to 
a"prophooy that Burma would came to he ruled by A 
hat-wearing people. To out out the Englishmen, there¬ 
fore,, the karaouk was invented, and IS looked upon as 
a grC&t distinction, though it makes a BurUiftn look a 
terrible guy, o-wd ia very difficult to wonr with the national 
top-knot. Hundreds more instuueeS might he given of 
the ywsr-.gn.ing, the sumptuary JTwl-erS; but the shove will 
probably suffice to exhibit their scope and character. 

British Burma subjects delight in nothing so much ai 
in their immunity from these enactments; a lid perhaps 
the permission to bury their dead in any way they please 
is the must popular pniviltga. In Mandakiy, exclusive 
of the ceremonial at the ers-ma-tien of a mcak, which is 
identical all ever the country, five kinds of Amoral are 
erduLUied by the yazagnilig. Firsts that of the king; then 
of any member of tbe royal fsimily. Even if one of them 
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is executed, he is put in a red velvet bag and committed 
to the waters of the Irrawaddy. Third in order are the 
funerals of those who have died in the enjoyment of 
ministerial office—not always a certain thing, if tho 
recipient does not die shortly after his promotion. Then 
ooroe the obsequies of tliootoys, “rich men," people who 
have got royal edicts conferring that title on them; and 
finally the rites of poor people, which are practically no 
rites at alL They probably would not b£ buried at all 
were it not for sanitary reasons. But in Lower Burma, 
on the other hand, the poorest man, if ho can borrow the 
money, may have any honours he pleases for his dead. 
He may shade the cata/aljuc with golden umbrellas, or 
white ones for the matter of that; he may hire elephants; 
he may fire guns, as long os he does not do it in the 
public thoroughfares; he may have any number of bands 
of music; bo may erect a pagoda over the ashes of the 
deceased; he may revel in all the honours restricted by 
the yaxagaing to the most privileged dead; and, in con¬ 
sequence, he may suffer in pocket as much as he dares. 
Further, he may heap up honorifics in his conversation 
and correspondence to the utmost of his desire and 
capability; finding infinite gratification in the fact that 
were he to make use of a single one of them in Mandalay, 
he would infallibly bo lodged in gaol, there to be treated 
according to the way in which he was able to satisfy the 
rapacity of his guardians. If yazagaing is unpleasant 
where it is in operation, the contemplation of it certainly 
affords an unfailing pleasure to those who are exempt 
from its provisions. 


CHAPTER XV. 


WIZARDS, DOCTORS, AND WISE MEN. 

Wizards ami witches rib very common in Burma. 
The thing runs in families, and on the Ghindwin river in 
"Upper Burma, there is a village, called Kalay Thoung-toht, 
" the small town at the top of the sandbank,” where the 
entire population is possessed of supernatural power of 
this kind. They have a king there, and if a person who 
has been bewitched goes to him and represents that ho 
has boon malignantly and unjustifiably laid under a spell 
by some unknown person, the wiionl king goes through 
some inverted prayers and ceremonies, and utters an 
incantation, which forces the bewitcher to his presence. 
An eocplanaiion is then demanded, and if no just cause 
can bo shown, the witch is punished and the afflicted 
person is freed from his ailment. Many bewitched people 
who have gone there to be cured have, however, never 
come back again, and pilgrimages thither are therefore 
not so common as they might be otherwise, and of course 
no one, not afflicted, would bo reckless enough to go as 
it were into the lion’s den. 

But thero are good witches and bad. There are the 
fwhns, who delight in nothing so much as in killing 
people, afflicting them with epilepsy, fits, and divera 
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other ailments; and there are the wehzahs, who are good 
people, and strive to overthrow the machinations of the 
sohns against the welfare of mankind, while themselves 
learned in all the knowledge of the mystic art. Weh-saU 
simply means wisdom or knowledge, and the sorcery 
studied by both classes is the samo. Both kinds of wiso 
men are divided into four orders, according to the branch 
of learning to which they hAve applied themselves more 
particularly. Thus there are— 

1. The Pyada wahzah, the mercury wise men. 

2. The Than wehsah, the iron wise men, 

3. The Say wehsah, the medicine wise men. 

4. The Inn wehzah, the wise men learned in cabalistic 
signs and squares. 

The than and inn sorcerers are the most powerful and 
efficacious in their workings, whether for good or evil, 
and the others are looked upon more as experimenters 
and candidates for the higher ranks than os legitimate 
wizards. To the class of mercury wizards belong all 
these who make a regular practice of the study of 
alchemy with a view to the production of gold and silver, 
and on this subject almost every Barman has some pet 
notion. The medicine wizards are thoee who set up aa 
professional doctors on the score of a particular knowledge 
of herbs and simples. It is a very simple matter starting 
as a doctor in Burma. All you have to do is to assert 
that you have acquired a special knowledge, and Bet to 
work prescribing the most villninous-tosted and drastic 
medicines you con think of. As long os on undeniable 
result one way or the other is produced you are sure of 
getting a certain amount of reputation. 

The than and inn practitioners have a more legitimate 
title to the name of conjurors or workers in magic. The 
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title of iron -wizard is merely typical, and implies that the 
man hag a knowledge of the properties of all natural 
objects, and is as capuhle, or more so, of acting the rile 
of a medical adviser as the professed doctors. The dis¬ 
covery and preparation of the pieces of motal, stones, and 
what not that are lot ander the skin of soldiers and 
dacoits is carried on by them, and this vending of charms 
is a regular source of income to them. An occasional 
marvel worked now and then actB as a recommendation 
and advertisement of their powers. Thus I have seon a 
hmaw sayah, a kind of generic term applied to all wonder¬ 
workers, roll up pieces of gold and silver leaf and thin 
sheets of copper, and throw them into a bowl of water. 
They of course sank immediately to the bottom, and then 
the sayah would make passes with his hands and mutter 
an incantation, when the metal would slowly rise to the 
top and float there. When sceptics were present this 
man would suddenly stop the charm he was uttering, and 
the bits of metal would either remain floating in the 
middle of the bowl of water or sink down again according 
to the part of the spell to which ho had reached. How 
it was done is only known to -wizards of lu6 class and 
sloight-of-hand people perhaps, but to the actual fact of 
this hkohn 16 let pwfe, ns it ia called, numbers of people, 
Europeans as well as Barmans, can testify. The cciyuror 
is a well-known man near tbe village of Pantanaw, fifty 
roileB or so west of Rangoon. 

But however many miracles tho than wehxah may 
work, he m always exceeded in reputation by the con¬ 
structor of cabalistic squares and symbols. These are 
of constant use by every Burman, or rather he gets them 
interpreted for him by a proficient The horosoopc which 
every one has drawn up at his birth has numbers of 
these mystical numbers on it, from which lucky dayB and 
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dangerous combinations may be learnt. To calculate the 
more harmful spells the inn Rayah should have these 
data, or at any rate should know tbc date and hour of 
the victim’s birth. Therefore it is a safe rule never to 
let a -wizard or conjuror see your sad ah, or to mention 
the hour of your birth to any one whom you may suspect 
of having an ill-will against you, for he might from even 
that one fret have a most potent charm thrown over you ; 
for these mystic squares and numbers have most extra¬ 
ordinary virtue. By holding up one of a particular kind 
for a short time you can set a house on fire. Another inn 
engraved on a stone will make it float, and 6uch a stone, 
buried in the skin of a man's body, would prevent him 
from drowning, unless some other magician destroyed its 
influence by a more potent spell. If you scratch an inn 
on u tree or a bouse, you can make lightning strike it; 
another arrangement of the cabalistic words or numbers 
will preserve it from such a calamity. There is probably 
not a single Bunnao, tattooed at all, who has not several 
inns on different porta of his body. Some of them protect 
from special ailments ; the meet common are those which 
avert dangers from bullet or sword cut. 

The doings of the wizards therefore enter largely into 
Burmese domestic life. There is a sobn in the neighbour¬ 
hood, and all the mischief which happens there is ascribed 
to him, while the aid of the inn sayobs and others is 
called in to frustrate bis knavish tricks. The Bohn is of 
course unknown, or the people would soon make short 
work of liim. In Upper Burma, among other remnants 
of trial by ordeal, they still occasionally put a suspected 
person bo the old test. A woman is suspected of being 
a sohn-ma. Her hands and feet are tied, and she is 
placed between two boats moored out in the river. A 
quantity of filth is beopod upon her, and the boats are 
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then drawn away so that she falls into the water. If she 
swims she is a witch, and is put to death. If, on the 
contrary, she sinks, it is a proof of her innocenoe, and 
the accusers are punished. To prevent her from being 
drowned, a rope made of green bark is tied round the 
waist, bo that she may be pulled on shore again. The 
great danger from the witches is that, like the wJtrwotf, 
they can assume the appearance of animals, or living 
people, even of one's own relations. If however, the 
apparition is wonnded, the same injury will be found 
on the person of the actual witch. Few people, however, 
have the courage to attack a nocturnal visitant whom 
they believe to be a sohn, and prefer propitiation in the 
shape of refections laid outside the house. In all these 
points the beliefs and fears coincide with those of other 
countries, and it is therefore unnecessary to do more than 
allude to them. 

The rudiments of the science arc contained in the 
volumes of the Baydin and a book on astrology and 
cabalistic scicnco called tbe Debtton. These are very 
imperfect, and individual magic-workers advance far 
beyond the matter to he found in them. It is said 
that these books were complete, but that in the time of 
the Lord Buddha the people, worked on by his vivid 
preaching, seized on all tho magic volumes, together with 
all weapons and objects for destroying life, and heaping 
them together, set firo to them. But Dewadat, cousin 
of Shin Gautama, and always plotting harm against him, 
snatched several of the sections from the flames, and so 
a portion of the old science was preserved in the world. 
This tradition of course shows the attitude of the monks 
and the religious towards the Btudents of thiB sort of 
learning. Nevertheless, just as every Burmon at some 
time in hiB life dabblos a little in alchemy, so the baydin 
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nayahfi and hmaw sayahs, and the magicians, good and 
evil, obtain believers and clients. 

As the sohns arc supposed to afflict people with strange 
illnesses, the province of the wchzohs becomes very much 
mixed up with that of tho professional doctors. The 
latter cannot complain, and the general public can see 
no reason why the one should not be as good a physician 
as the other, for doctors in Burma take no diploma, and 
are not required to givo proofs of skill in the healing art 
to any one but themselves. Many of them therefore are 
the most arrant charlatans, giving medicines according 
to fancy and in unlimited quantities. On the principle 
of like to like, prescriptions mainly composed of cayenne, 
cloves, ginger, and the like, arc made up for fever patients, 
while purgatives are rigidly withheld, if a patient sap 
he is no better live minutes after he has swallowed a 
dose, something else is tried, and so on. till the wretched 
victim has a stomach loaded with drugs to the limit of 
the prescriber's pharmacopoeia. These quacks are too 
often taken as the only representatives of Burmese 
medical skill, and it is denied that any ono in the country 
has a right to the title of doctor at all. But it is certain 
that some have really useful and efficacious remedies for 
ordinary ailments, such as juugle fever, dysentory, and 
other frequently met with diseases, while it is certain 
that they are particularly successful in the treatment of 
sores and ulcers. I knew of a case in Rangoon where 
varicose ulcers, which had resisted the efforts of the best 
English doctors in Rangoon and Calcutta, yielded to the 
simples of a Burmese saythama. He used earth-oil with 
an infusion of some seed or bark, and speedily effected 
a cure. The Burmese maieria mtdira consists of barks, 
leaves, flowers, seeds, roots, and a few simple minerals, of 
which they have on empirical knowledge. They especi- 
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ally deal in pills and powders, wltich they cany about 
with them in little phials of bamboo. 1 Liquids are very 
seldom used. There are, however, two school*—the daht- 
sayuhs. or dietista, who trust solely to regulating the 
patients food according to the derangement of the 
elements, which is supposed to cause his disoaae, and 
eschew drugs; and the behn-daw-sayahs, who rely upon 
the exhibition of medicines. These last, the druggists, 
are far more numerous than tho diotists. It is a great 
deal more easy to get a reputation with potent drugs 
than with a simple regulation of the diet, and accordingly 
an upatart doctor is always a druggist The best advisers 
are those who combine the two systems, hut such sensible 
practitioners are unfortunately few and for between. 

Both assert that the human body is composed of four 
daht, or elements. These are—patawee daht, earth; 
apaw daht, water; tozaw daht, fire; wayaw daht* air. 
Akatha* or other, is sometimes added to these, but the 
doctore mostly disregard il Earth constitutes the flesh, 
bonoe, hair, intestines, and tbo like members of a man. 
Wator constitutes the fat, blood, bile, spittle, mucus, Sec. 
Eating, drinking, chewing, and licking come from the 
fire element. Air produoes the six kinds of wind. Any 
derangement of the equilibrium of these elements makes 
a man ill, and it is important to know the precise time 
of a man's birth in order to know in what proportion the 
daht should be present. Therefore in the case of illness an 
experienced doctor almost always examines a man's birth 

1 Thoao little cylinders arc usually gilt *u<l painted bright Ted, aud are 
always strongly perluinaf. It does not so much mutter about tho materials 
a* at what ttiM of tho moon and uuder what constellations the mgrt diouts 
»n> gathered. Whoever reaches a pluco within three day* of the fulling 
of a thunderbolt and finds meteoric Stones, lias suffleifcnt to set him up ss 
a doctor at ones. The scraping* of the Stone, among other things, am tlie 
test possible ophthalmic medictn*. 
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certificate before he hwifl at .the sick man htniadf. 
B Grides the derangement of the rdsments, diseases may 
be caused by kan, the influence of the Burt Off good and 
bftd actions ft man lifts dona in past exiRtfinces. If a renin 
is ill of kan, nothing will cure htm but the preponderance 
ef good in his past lives. Again, a m may fall sick 
through derangement of his seht, oe nfiiad ; through 
the influence of tbs seasons, ootao; or, lastly, through 
fopd, ahahytt These cailflca, being laid down a? the basis 
of the diagnosis, naturally do not always lead to the best 
results in the case of aifcctions which ana in any way out 
of the common run. Even in perfectly evident illnesses, 
hewer, SLTnbi ss low foyer, two paitQtU in the BUELB house 
afflicted in the same degree with the sains ailment, am 
treated differently, simply because they were boru under 
the influence of different planets, which have & special 
control over the effects of outoO nod abfkbya, or over the 
respective relations of fire and water. 

The d ictists nffi often particularly fthfUld in thuir 
regulation of the diet from th& horoscope, Having ewcer* 
tsiued the day on which the patient was ham, they 
w[31 forbid him to eat articles of food whoso names 
commence with any of the letters assigned to thst 
particular day, ruOSt especially those which have the 
sums initial letter as the sick men hiul himself.. Thus 
a lUJW horn on Sunday will have to esollfcW eggs (ou), 
cnoaauuts (olm-thoe), and oilier edibles whose uame com- 
TncmteB with a vowel. One whose birthday is Thursday 
must give up pumpkins (payotm-thee), maiogoateenSj turd 
gourds (fcoO“thaa), while a Monday's child must refrain 
from seasoning his curry with ginger {tlnn-schn) or garlic 
(kyst-thohn byeej, and so on threugh u, 11 the other days. 
It is worthy of note, ha-wsver, that thoHe hem OU a 
Saturday arc never forbidden to eat their rice (tamin). 
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nor thoso on Friday their curry (bin). An attempt to 
ostracise the staff of life, as curry and rice is to all 
Orientals, would only result in bod treatment to the too 
pedantic and precisely logical practitioner. 1 

These vagaries of the dictists ore, however, far from 
universal, and emanate mostly from the manifest quacks 
of the profession, just as newly set up druggists will 
imagine specially curative properties in every strange 
and new leaf, or seed, or mineral they como across, and 
manufacture such extraordinary compounds as the green 
powder nostrum, which was exhibited to au astonished 
English M.D. with the information that it contained one 
hundred anti sixty different ingredients and was infallible 
in its results. No donbt it was. 

There is no denying that the excitability and impatience 
of tho people reacts on the proceedings of the Burmese 
doctors. Whenever a man falls sick he gets into a feverish 
state of alarm about himself, and probably sends off for 
several doctors at once. The first one that comes pre¬ 
scribes, say for the liver. If tho sick man does not feel 
better within a quarter of an hour at the outside, the 
physician is paid his fee of a few annas, sixpence say, and 
dismissed, and another is called in. Possibly he decades 
that the constituent of the disturbing element is the 
blood—the element of water, and not that of earth—and 
gives a dose accordingly. Should this not be speedily 
effective, ho too gets his sixpcnco and his congi. And so 
on, as long as the means of the patient or the supply of 
doctors holds out. One consequence of this system is, 
that the richer a man is, and the more doctors there arc 
in the neighbourhood, the greater is the probability that 
he will die; another equally unsatisfactory result is thut 

1 8«uh sflsetioiu or* called " Monday's siukiKM," 41 TiiwiIatV aJektiow,” 
soil so on. (Tunisia, lags Icon ksit-thee.) 
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the dootoJflf*. to maintain a njmtintiaii and ensure clients, 
are obliged to make their medicines as griping in char- 
actor, as unpleasant in smdi and ae nasty to tostu as 
possiHe. In the large towns in English territory many 
of the batter elftSS Bnrmaat resort new to English doctor^ 
or apotiioeftrleB. la Mundftlfty and the big towns of in de¬ 
pendent territory the patient is usually killed off by the 
variety of drugs given I dm by different doctors.. 

Eat in small towns and country villages tho physicians 
are few, and when the Say aayfth cannot out* the sick U&Sin, 
he declares that he fe pogaeKwrl by an evil spirit or under 
a SOba r a spall, and calls in the ostistonCb of » witch doctor, 
a weliEah of any One of the different desses, by preference, 
of course, HI inn wehzah, Then there is a fresh consul¬ 
tation over the birth horoscope, ftti emni nation of the 
charmi there may bo OTl the sick man's body, a muttering 
of prayera and incantations, and finally th« baydin sayab 
sgrees that the man it bewitched. Tboreupun ho ties a 
rCJM round tho patient's nook, and after chanting .ft 
formula wish occasional jerks an the line, asks the demon 
ia tiro victim what be has come for. If any answer is 
given and an abject •meittintied, this ia taken to be the 
thing :tcu.::td, and it is placed outside the house in the 
reftd and left thorn all night It will bn gmo by that time 
if it is worth feklng (by men cr a at*), If the evil spirit 
doss not then go out of the man, ar if the tugging fti the 
tope brings forth no answer, stronger measures are ro- 
sorwd te. Ho is soundly bouton with a stout bamboo, 
pins are stuck into him, red pepper is forced into bis 
eyes, and the louder he shrieks md groans the bettor 
pleased are bis friends and relations, for it is the witch, 
or the nat-sch that i a sulfetlng, and not the tick man at 
all, If this treatment does not kill or cure him, a finftl 
effort is made, A middle-aged woman, sometimes a 
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member of the family, dresses herself op in a fantastic 
way, and assumes the name of “wife of the evil spirit" 
A shed is erected for the occasion just outside the house. 
Music is brought, and the woman begins to dance, slowly 
at first, and then gradually more and more furiously, until 
at length she works herself into a regular frenzy or ecstasy. 
Then it is supposed that, the demon has passed out of the 
sick man into her, and that whatever answers she now 
gives to questions are the utterauccs of the demon. Con¬ 
sequently, whatever she directs is implicitly carried out. 
The instructions usually resolve themselves into offerings 
to be placed outside for tho evil spirit at nightfall. If 
this fails, then the witch doctors and medicine doctors 
unite in declaring thnt the nat is too strong for them, 
and abandon their patient. Occasionally, if he is of a 
very strong constitution, he revives after that Such 
performances as the above are limited to remote jungle 
place* in British territory nowadays. Thus, however, the 
provinces of t.he physician and the-necromancer run into 
one another, and it is difficult to say where science ends 
and magic begins. 

Shampooing is almost always employed in every disease, 
in addition to the prescriptions of the doctor; and here, at 
any rate, we have real skill. The shampooers are almost 
always women, though m'oBt men know a little about it 
too. A professional has a most wonderful knowledge of 
all the tendons and muscles in the human body, and 
follows them up with a light pressure of the fingers that 
affords a relief in the case of rheumatism and stiffness 
from exhaustion, which is simply incrediblo to all but 
those who have experienced it. 

In addition to their other, work, tho hmaw savahs arc 
very much resorted to for love pliiltres and potions by 
both sexes. They have always an answer pat if the 
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prescription faile: ft is due t a the opposition of the ehng 
sOiLtig najt f the guardian spirit of the house j or the ap¬ 
plicant hsJ; made a misUko as fo the date of birth of the 
objoet of his affection, .Knowledge of this latte* purtieular 
is imperative., And an error of &u hour or two makes ait 
th& difference in the composition of the potion 

ft ts rmstitiflfitttflsy to an intelligent, Unroum'g feelings 
to thuik that the mail who prescribes far him in a dari- 
gHTOUS tllngss is possibly at the same time miring OAmiing 
draughts far a Love-sick maid, Of is manufoctoring an 
irae^fl of a girt with rtangical charms and drugs which 
;i3ial] drive the original mad and soothe the vengeful 
wrflJh of ths rejected suitor. Consequently, a Rangoon 
Buroiarij if he falis ill ou t in the district anywhere, hurries 
Lack to town as fast as he can, If he c&iUiOt do tbfti, the 
bfiflfc thing is ta call in a WoLsah la preforerm to an un¬ 
known doctor] for whilo the former will probably confine 
himself to incajitations at first, the diotist will irritate all 
ths gastric juices ia yodr body By pr-eserihing seme new 
variety of food* and banning everything you have been 
Accustomed to; while the druggist- will Cram you to the 
threat with cathartics and a nth elm inti eg, with aiaenie, 
fuUgi from bamboo rents, greet vitriol, decoctions of Soman 
grass, borax, croton seeds, and YQgotahie scut, 

The father of Bamuse medical science was tha cele¬ 
brated physician Z&ywnhi, who onCe cured a colic which 
afflicted the Lord Buddha Gautatna, hy simply giving him 
threo flowers to smell. Upon the petals were strewn some 
potent powders which restored perfect hajlih in a few 
JiOflfS. To this good medico is to he escribed the assertion 
that the diseases which afflict mankind are ninety-six in 
number. Those may vary in tbeii; symptoms awarding to 
the thirty-five temp erom Bute, the forty-five accident, the 
sixteen dnngert, and the four elements, but, them Are no 
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more than ninety-six waydana for all that. Accordingly, 
a Vary common beginning to a formal Burmese letter is 
to say that by your good wishes tho writer has been 
preserved from the ninety-six audny&; tho thirty-two 
kan-chammah, or pieces of bod hick; the twenty-fire 
bayah, dangers from assassins, wild boasts, and the like; 
and finally from anehtta bala, eviU of all kinds, envy, 
hatred, malice, and all nncharitableness: your regard has 
kept all these things far from him, may his aspirations 
for your welfare be not less efficacious. Therefore it is 
very essential that even the most empirical doctor should 
know at least the names of these diseases. The mere 
sound of them is as good as medicine to a man with a 
stomach-ache. 

Bewitching*, of course, do not count as diseases. Very 
often when a man has very strong griping pains which no 
amount of drugs will servo to alleviate, the doctor declares 
that there is an o-pin in him. Some wizard hns introduced 
a piece of raw flesh into his stomach by means of a spelt, 
and this goes on drawing everything to it till it kills tho 
man. When a sick man is unable to pronounco certain 
letters the doctors are able to calculate in how many days 
or hours he will die. Unfortunately, the fulfilment of 
their prophecies lies very completely in their hands. 

Very often images of pagodas and Buddhas may be scon 
outside a house in the country villages. There is some 
one sick within, and the pious resort to this expedient to 
get rid of the malady. This method is called payah 
tayah, and does not exclude modical advice. The figures 
are small, and are usually roodo of pasteboard or clay. A 
man afflicted with a headache will often hang up pictures 
of peacocks and hares under his eaves, along with small 
fanB. The peacock represents the sun and the hare the 
moon, and the indisposition is supposed to result from snn 
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or moonstrokc. Sometimes a sayah, when he is called in, 
will recommend that the patient be moved a little to the 
eastward or the westward, if his illness arises from kan. 
Similar to thiB is the ceremony called yaydaya ya-yee or 
yaydaya sin. A small coffin with a tiny corpse inside it is 
manufactured and carried a small distance to the cast or 
the west and thero buried. When tlie a-yoht, the effigy of 
the patient, has been thus disposed of, he ought to get 
welL These matters are decided from the sick man's 
horoscope, which shows from what constellations he is 
particularly likely to suffer harm. 

The witch doctor usually has an elaborate rod called 
yfiwa-tan, marked all over with cabalistic fig area, and 
often with medicines let into it The sayah stands before 
the possessed person and threatens a blow. The witch or 
spirit in the victim then becomes anxious and pays 
reverence with clasped hands. It is then forced to relate 
exactly its name, place of abode, friends and relations, 
and so on. The possessing demon is usually a witch, and 
she acknowledges that she has entered the patient from 
motives of hatred or revenge. The wise man could now 
kill the witch with his baydin if he ploasod, but is usually 
persuaded by the relatives of the sick man not to do so. 
A desire not to spoil his own trade iB also not without its 
argument. So he accepts a number of presents from the 
patient's family, and is then wan over, contenting himself 
with giving the possessed person a sound thrashing as a 
remembrance of him and a return for the fees. Then he 
commands the witch to depart and not come bock again. 
Ab a conclusion the victim and his relations are enjoined 
not to pursue tlie witch any further. Sometimes, however, 
they are obstinate, and refuse to rest here. Then, if the 
affair has happened in native territory, the case is brought 
before the magistrate, who has the accused tied to a 
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bamboo HJid thrown into the rj> Qr Eloxig- with the ftcuasor, 
’nrtLfl is served in the same Ik ah ion. The one that Hints 
wing the ease, and the loser pajB all costs. In English 
territory the magistrate has the complainants handled out 

of court. 

tf any ono doubts the power of the bma-w Eiyah, Inj 
-worta n mirr.de to cure them of their MeptiriUb, and 
pmye that he govnrnfl ail creaturog. He gees an empty 
earthen-ware jar, onvom it with A doth, and repeats his 
spells over it When the cloth is removed, there is 
Bmcfcing-hot rice and masted fowl in the jar, and ihorn 
present nro allowed to eat aa much ts they like. If they 
£ijt with perfect belief, tr.ey will nsvnr he hungry again j 
hat perfect belief is practically never found. Sometimes, 
however, A demon gets angry at the display of power, and 
inter fei'ES in an ofiieious way, Ho Hteais some of Ihd 
cooked moat out of tho jar, and docs Tils heat to work a 
counter-miracle. He never manages to do it, but the 
cs lemony ia disturbed hy his interference and has to ho 
gone through again. Sometimes tho aayab himself indulges 
j:r. a little pfea&mtiy, The spectators see a beautiful melon 
so juicy and ripe that thoii mouths water At tllO vary 
sight of it; hut when they soleS a piece and already fed 
tt between their lips, it vanisheg aw Ay atld they bitu their 
own fingera. Unless they are hopelessly stupid thay do 
not laugh at limaw Hayahs niter thAi. 

The following are b fow prescriptions, for whitlow and 
had sores from a Mhulmein doctor's hooks s— 

1. The hand' of i toak-t£, the, big trout-spotted 
liaard. tb&t haunts eld trees i*nd tho thatch of houses j 
or, more probably, a hit of the stem of aa epiphyte called 
the touk-tfe’s hand. 

Sulphur. 

3. The bulb of a white tsly. 
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i. A. chilli roasted. 

Oofik'a dang. 

MlJt in equal p&rti anil stir while beating it, and finally 
add some earth oil. 

AyuirL: Take a sullcient quoaitLlft of cock’s dung, add 1 # 
it a small quantity of copperas, pound thOLn well together, 
and then aiis with e-avth oil and some 3033amuui oiL 

Seven or eight dry seeds of (lan-kw& (cB®iff. fastida), 
well Jjrniud, and then intimately mixed with a little 
congt* (rioa- water), with "miffifflMrt” earth ail added, 
edso proves a. Very effective remedy. 

The baydm aayah’a books are partly written, partly 
filledj with magic figures and ploturrs, The squares are 
all formed m acoardance with the ordinary Hindoo law. 
When the wiac man ia asked questiOftS, lie keeps writing 
down numbrra and charaatEiva On ids parubiuk tablets and 
rubbing them out^ sbeuating to hunacLf all the time. 
Sometimes he shakes cownES and seedH- together, aiad 
when they fitit nut, decides from their position which of 
tlm pictures, or rhymes in hia honk l& to he conEirSttki. 
Jkihk cf those gives its own answer, bit they file net 
always as definite lu their character as is desirable. The 
sayolL always speaks- iu the declamatory monotone of 
Ul-c Hugo. 

The following are the names of SOtne of the familiar 
spirits aild their likouGsaes S— 

Oir-padansh fyoo-dahj a spirit who livea under the 
earth and protects the kuEhuudinan. When he wtnos 
above ground he rido on a serpent, The inquiring fsaruer 
w hose cowrie refers to this picture is moot fartuuato. 

. Sadee Waxadat, a wild figure galloping eit ft horse. 
Thie oleine failure of the attempt. 

Sakali Eadah, a monkey mounted on a goat. Denotes 
fertility of mind. 
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In another picture a crow Ls represented breaking a 
vessel full of money with its beak. Close at hand are 
a man and woman embracing one auother. This denotes 
loss. 

A man and hie wife represented dancing together signify 
great gifts to tbe pagoda. 

• Another picture, which represents a husband and wife 
standing together in front of a house, with a horse and 
cow near it, denotes that the child to whom this picture 
may refer will be a farmer. 

Near the picture of a dog, which one man holds by the 
tail while another hits it on the head,, is writton : " Wheu 
the lot falls here, he not boastful, but humble; avoid pride 
and assumption, for that will only raise up enemies 
for you." 

The following are some spells 

Take this amulet (a piece of bono carved rudely square, 
and with mystic figures on it), put your foot up against 
a tlm-byny tree, and repeat the eotee peethaw (a form of 
worship in learning which one spends four or five months 
in the monasteries) thirty-seven times. Then you will be 
able to turn any given man into a ghost and make him 
do as you please. 

Take the stalk of a betel leaf in your hand. Repeat 
" Ohn padan roopa wahrcc thwa ha ” seven times, and then 
throw the stalk at the person. He or she is sure then to 
listen to what you say. 

The following is a charm to cause a dream about your 
lady love :—Get an exact likenesB of her made. Find out 
the hour and day on which she was born, her name and 
exact ago. Then having begged permission from the 
guardian spirit of both the houses (your own and hem), 
chant as follows: "Oh, Thoorathadee, fairest goddess of 
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dews, tagbfer nf iuts moat Mgfr groat most g nwMOaly 
all that I da sir li of thaa : ta-tei mft-ohaji - without keeping 
tiick the ]efcSt remainder without withdrawing- e SLOgle 
jog: prithee do this KVithoui; fail, sweet goddess of woodland 
lolf-O.'" Itepont this sol's!! timtfc before the figure. Then 
go to sleep. 
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It ia a work of the greatest possible merit to build a 
pagoda, and the founder, prefixing Payah-tagah to his 
signature, for the rest of his fife ia looked upon as certain 
to pass into nch’ban on the completion of this, bis present 
existence. Similarly a man acquires great koolboh by 
repairing portions of one of the old national shrines, putting 
up a new umbrella on the summit, setting the steps that 
load up to the platform in order, or even by simply gilding 
afresh a few square foot on a feast day. By doing any one 
of these things a man sets his balance of kan on the right 
side and gains tho good opinion of his neighbours. It is 
therefore, not unnatural that all foreigners should be 
struck with the fact that the regular servitors of tho 
places of worship, those who swoop the platform, carry off 
dead leaves, broken branches, awl litter generally, and 
keep tho place in order, that theso men are not only 
slaves, but are regarded as outcasts with whom the rest of 
the community will have no dealings and whose society is 
contaminating. Not only is the original peun-gvoon a* 
slave for life, for no one, not even a king can liberate him 
or provide a substitute in bis place, but his descendants, 
till the cycle of Shin Gautama’s religion shall have come 
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to Jin end, and ill the relic & shall VfiBJsh from the sarth ; 
PJL hia chiltlren Unw^hwrt the thousands of ycttfil thftt have 
to elapse, arc fixed and settled slaves of the pagoda from 
their birth. Acud any one. marrying a pagoda slave, even un¬ 
wittingly, beownea hsBBetf, with all the children he may 
have hud by a previous wife, momodiubly ft para-gywti. 
Why this should he 1 do not know, £kme Isomfcd men 
may be ftblfl to explain it, tat I have never come across 
them, and the voal mass of Barmans share my ignomucc, 
So strict ^ the dedication that any (me who attempts or 
connives at setting free, a pugedft slave is «Hfcdomilfid to 
misery hi the lowest hell, awiseG,. The MPitffr of the 
shrine can be employed in no ether duty than keeping it 
in order, and kiftgfl and great men are threat end 'with loss 
nf power and dire destruction if they venture to employ 
such outcasts as servants, even in tilu meanest capacity 

Bbivsry of the kunilior form known in sOmi civiliMd 
countries Still exists m Upper Bui in a, but the pagoda- 
Slaves arc a perfectly distinct body, A person who sells 
him self, or is sold, by hlfl relation for debt is in ft very 
inferior position doubtless and esumirt. enjoy any very groat 
privileges. But he can always toIe liis release and is 
not there filter considered os lying under any particular 
stigma Bufi the psra-gjnun uco neither mom nor less 
than outcasts. They arc looked upon as unclean, and tbs 
rest of tbs community will have, no intercourse whatever 
with thurn. 00 much is this the case that in British 
territory, whore they have of course been liberated from 
tticfr compuls&ry servitude j tltey r art looked upon with 
no 1™ aversion than in. Upper Burma, and though 
nominally free and independent, have ie travel into 
districts where they arc unknown before they can find 
employment even of the most menial kind. 

St b no explanation of the taint that the original 
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servitors wore prisoners token in war, condemned convicts, 
or people expressly sentenced to thia office on account of 
hideous Crimea The reverence for the pagoda cannot be 
exceeded, why then should the care of it and the surround¬ 
ing buildings be left in the hands of such vile and degraded 
people ? Besides, in the old autocratic days, not entirely 
vanished yet, it was a common thing for a pious sovereign 
to set apart certain villages, or a stated number of houses 
in those villages, for the service of the pagoda, and the 
victims wore selected, quite regardless of personal character, 
by the village headman from those who were unable to 
buy themselves off. The cloud, therefore, which hangB 
over such people in English territory is all the more 
singular. The feeling catne out very strongly in the case 
of a man with slave blood in him, who was appointed by 
the local government to be a magistrate. Subordinates 
declined to act under him, and resisted all he did; the 
people were still more demonstrative and petitions flowed 
in begging that the disgrace might be removed from their 
district. It was to English minds quite impossible that 
this should be done, and equally so that lie should not 
receive support in the execution of his duties. The 
matter was far from being simplified by the natural 
feelings of resentment, showing itself in undue severity 
when occasion offered, which filled the victim of the 
popular clamour, and it was only by the exercise of great 
tact and patience that the English Deputy Commissioner 
was able to quiet the people, and after long persuasion 
gradually to set matters right. But the majority of para- 
gyoonB are far from being so fortunate. Here and there 
in Rangoon and Maulmein are a fow men who have got 
into business, but it is only by carefully concealing their 
antecedents, and they live in constant terror that the few 
who know them will betray their secret and reduce them to 
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ruin. The grant bulk of the liber (It fed, however—if they can 
be called liberated when they never had ftliy direct master 

_fi D( l (hat the force of public opinion ia ton much for 

t/htij'L and rtu driven to atnyfug about the old source of 
their shame to obtain a living' they haunt the pogoda 
Https &ud sail ofFeringa to the pious on their way U> 
worahip, candle* and prayer-flag^ inocnse-aticks, flowers, 
and fruit- Few of thejn now resort to their old source of 
food, the sltnrS, where they used to dripura the ownership 
of the cold lies and victuals with the crows aud the periab 
dogs. In Upper Burma the sellers of gotd-le&f 9ud 
ta-gotm-fobd are often respectable: that fa 'to say, free 
men, hut in the lev/ country ho great is the fear of being 
mistaken for a para-gymn that hut very four '’good" 
peopto Will sell their wares OU the spung-d&n. Ac the 
jShwfty Dagahu, in [turlgoou, the vendors- sic almost without 
escapri-m of the unclean c’ues. 

In King Theshau'i territory the pagoda alar&g are still 
-universal at all the .greater shrines. Ah might have been 
expected, m any-paged a 1 d Fogahn is their greatest pluteC, 
Her* there is even o king of the pMVgyOMB, and he 
enjoya * sorry monkery of scate in the use of gold- 
embroidered sandalE, pctrmuBun to wear jewelry, c*nd the 
shade of a gold umbrella when he waJkH abroad. Eut a 
free man meeting him in his grandeur would make no 
obeisance and would shrink, to the other side of the road 
ft) avoid contamination. The origin of hia sovereignty is 
fold fo on old talc which proves the antiquity of the 
eastern. and the tenacity with which the dedication is- held 
to. A King of Fagnlin—-which has not been a capital 
since the fourteenth century—had suapiciona of the loyalty 
of a tributary sovereign, and invited him to the great and 
nable city with its towers of gold ftad silver of which Ser 
Jfi?co Polo writes. This monarch seems to have- had no 
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fears and came with but & small retinue. Then the Lord 
of the Golden Palace decreed a great feast, and when all 
were assembled at the Shway-zee-gohn pagoda, seized his 
unfortunate vassal by the hair, and holding aloft his sword, 
dedicated the helpless man with all his followers and their 
descendants for ever to the service of the great shrine, where 
lies a cast of the Lord Buddha’s jawbone. Heuoe the petty 
state of the slave-king and the great crowding of pagoda 
slaves to his dominions to share his privileges. There is littlo 
chance of the doss dying out, and if there were its ranks 
woald soon bo filled with new dedications. As it is they marry 
and increase. Besides tire para-gyoon, equally among the 
outcasts are the ta-doung-sa; the executionors, jailors, 
and lictors in Mandalay; lepers and incurables of all 
kinds, coffin-makers, and those occupied with dead bodies 
and the graveyards; all deformed and mutilated persons 
and the lamaing, or government slaves, tillcre of the royal 
lands. Of these the ta-doung-sa ore the nearest in 
character to the pagoda slaves, and were probably origin¬ 
ally intended as a kind of reserve to draw from for a supply 
of servitors to the temples. They may not engage in any 
fixed occupation for their support, and ore condemned to 
make their living by begging alone, but a few of them 
beoome very rich, for they wander all over the country 
and occasionally chance upon windfalls, but their wealth is 
of no use to them, for they can never retire, even in tho 
oxtremest age. Like the pagoda slaves they have their 
head-quarters in Pagahn, and some of them are vehemently 
suspected of being run-away pam-gyoons from other ports 
of the country. But the advance in public estimation is 
of the slightest possible character. Among tho sellers of 
nan-ta-gohn and other pagoda essentials, at the shrines 
of .Rangoon, Prome, and Pegu, are here and there a few 
ta-doung-sa, tired of their wandering life; yet, notwith- 

L 2 
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sten dj u g tb# diE^st with which they are Kgufed, Owy 
are never stinted for food* 

W Ig and uth«l afflicted With loathsome diseases. 

and mutilated penOT* are regraded DUW with 
TOty than with SiTeni™, but they are not the less tmteastB; 
Tod must live in village by tlieWves, or with the U- 
a#*™ aad para-gyoon if i*d“d they do net scorn to 
do «, They usually Line the paged* stepsi 0J» a. duty or 
f^aat day and receive abundant alms, every third or fourth 
shipper dripping 0 handful of rioe <ff a copper«** mto 
thfl b*4et « platter laid before them. The dLahke to. 
maimed peopfo is very angular, and led to ffinMU incidents 
ia tho (jiat Eutd second BumaeBB wars. The wounded men 
brought into the held hospitals refused to have arms or 
W amputated to save tosar lives, and it it a matter ol not 
uo ire (pi ant- mhwjtMIM even new, in the hospitals, for a man 
to tur off the bandages wrapped round the stump, that he 
mav not survive hia misfortune afld become a shame to 
hia family. In Upper Burma the toint, or even the 
BuSBtflWn of leprosy in a family, becomes a fertile source of 
villainy If the suspected person, or the head of tho house 
he at ad W*lUo-dcij heavy a uni* are artortod by the bead- 
nuiu o£ the place in return for permlMOU to stay OH in the 
village, and sometimes informers Pfekfl a good thing m 
demanding hush-money. But no amount of payments 
could save a mm badly affected with the (license from 
being driven out of the town, Tn Lower Burma the 
aversion is ap»Uj strong, and uulcss the lap tx is & «eh 
man he has to lire in paressrihed quarters among the out* 
cssts already mentioned. H^UidLy despised arc all thflH 
who have anything to do with funerals, either in making 
the coffin or digging the grnvO. This occupation ia British 
torritorr has therefore fallen almost eioludvely into the 
hands of the eld para-gyoon, aud helps to keep alive tho 
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undent feeling. It must be allowed that the wavh of the 
sandalahs do not in any way tend to conciliate the 
multitude. 

Finally there are the pah-gwct, the let-yah-toung, or 
theing-gyeing, the constables, jailors, executioners, lietors, 
found only in Upper Burma, and there mainly in the 
neighbourhood of the capital These merit all the obloquy 
that could be cast on them, but their position of quiisi"- 
aathority make* them more secretly hated than openly 
flouted. They axe never allowed to enter a free man's 
hoaBe, even in the exercise of their office; nor can they 
go within the walls of the palace stockade, but many n 
arisen has smarted under the blows of the lictor’g tbcing, 
•when a great man has come round a corner suddenly, and 
the let-ya-toung has seen a chanoe for a back-handcr with 
his fasces; and it is far too easy a matter for a man to got 
into gaol in Mandalay to make it a wise proceeding to rail 
at the pah-gwet It is an unlovely custom in Upper 
Burma which makes the executioner both constablo and 
gaoler, and condemns him to live on his wits. The natural 
result is that he lives on the prisoners, and extorts tho last 
pice out of his victim with threats of violence, or actual 
torture. Pah-gwet means a circle on the cheek, and this 
ring on the face implies that its bearer has been con¬ 
demned for a capital crime, and is respited to fill his 
present post. Others have device* descriptive of their 
offence tattooed on the chest, as loo-that (murderer), 
thu-kho (thief), da-myah (daooit or highway robber). An 
execution in Mandalay is a horrid sight. The "spotted 
man ” dances round his victim, makes feints with his sword 
and bursts into fits of wild laughter or yells, to shake the 
doomed man's nerves. It must be admitted that tho 
spectators are very little better. A skilful blow which 
just slits the akin and draws blood meets with an approving 
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shui.it It te wnBflJin* to knmf that thfi poljtfwo^ llke 

ft* panvgyeon. is buried lik* noun wb^n he &*,, or 
perhaps » simply thrown out with tie town flfljjL 

How duel all ibis agree with the theory of Buddhism, 
thnt ta » equality far oU, *md tint the J»« ™ 
cannUaa ILltwelf to BubJimBst height* efllit d«tbT ibo 
kina baa and *ierdflw the power of life and death over 
nulla people Ho rule* in tbe truest sense by diYUW 
riebt and biLB are all as slaves. Tbe «- 

St it kam, it is the ftwnmllfetioli of merits or demerits in 
osistcnnea. A man is rich* pawsrfuL and gjre«k b&teusu 
iifoictiine he TfflS pious and goad. Therefore now he baa 
a Tisrbt to govern and lank down with contempt on the 
poor. Tha poor man nnwt have been a bad man wfor* 
be entered on this existence- ' He dEEerveft to hi ItlKffl- 
bJ)1b i lie know ,5 it himself, and nubmlts fotuously, It ia 
true tbe tyrtilt decs not do well If be oppress bini, and 
pMbapS wbi punished for it in a later emstouce, and 
Viecocne the slave of hun, who, now a slave, may hereafter 
by good works attorn the rank of king. But >n bis present 
existence the great man has the fullest right to OyjaiA 
and grind down the poor as much Oft ha ehoOMS, Ila 
enjoys tbe fruits of previous, virtue and ftiuoe be baa 
pcdiapH in many eristetfOES meibAed the flesh and done 
gjlavous penance, he has now a, right to enjoy himself to 
tlimit of his desires. Moreover, as he hail great power 
atid riches, it is almys easy foi him by rnueh almsgiving 
and good works to sdd SO mad meric to his k&n, as to 
outweigh all his sins, tai in the end preserve the balance 
Still in bis favour This is however vfcry hard for the poor 
irum. IHs Station exposes him w many temptations te 
Bin. He has but wry little to give to the behkkoo and to 
the pagodas. He bos pOrbapa even, m order to teve him¬ 
self bom starvation, w> shout deer and game, and cateh fish. 
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a mode of living which infallibly dooms him to a few 
millions of years in hell, whence again he has to work up 
through the upper throe states of punishment before he 
can enter anew upon existenoe on earth, there to strive to 
accumulate hard-earned merit, that he may not incon¬ 
tinently topple back again to nga^y&. In any case the 
poor man'* hope can only be directed to the future. From 
the seeds sown in past worlds, tares hove sprung up in tbo 
soil of his present existence, and tares they will remain. 
Tho germ of a higher life may be sown, but it will only 
grow up in a new existence. There is happily one refuge 
for the man bora to poverty and misery. It is always 
open to him to put on the yellow robe of the Assembly 
of the Perfect, but to do that he must fee] himself strong 
enough to beat down the fire of passions and remain 
steadfast to the end, for a loo-twet, a man who has put his 
hand to the plough and turns back again, exposes liimself 
to infinitely greater danger towards his next existence than 
lie who has remained throughout in the world. The 
monastery is a house of refuge not to bo lightly sought, 
and, sad to say, even it is not open to the outcast. 

This doctrine of kan also aocounts for the equanimity 
and callousness with which Buddhists view' human misery 
and the taking of human life, notwithstanding the law 
which forbids the killing of even the smallest insect. They 
recognize apathetically the working out of inexorable des¬ 
tiny, and watch a man drowning in the river with undis¬ 
turbed tranquillity, for they are not called upon or eTen 
justified in stirring a hand to prevent it. You cannot 
oombat manifest fate. 

But the outcast may not in any case enter the mon¬ 
astery, not even as a scholar. Even that last chance is 
withhold from him. He is the oonnecting link with the 
state of animals, the highest state of punishment. He is 
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HD Uttar than Sts animal In thought; he moots with lees 
MOflidMfttion indaed. Were U hehsoried to the uvea 
with iwBtlt gilts aod priflefesa jew**? ao gLrl would lent 
At him. His wealth ia of no use. Ho is mt allowed to 

IjuM a uiu'nrJa, of oven to supply frossi water-pots on a- 
way-side Jrtand, TU munfc would refuse his alma; the 
atarving fiM-mau beggar would men his bmmty. I cannot 
understand why they do »ot drewn therdsolvos. 




CHAPTER XVfl. 


FORMING! THE NATIONAL CHARACTER. 

If the nation which has no history is happy, it is 
difficult to know what is to bo said of tho nation which 
has & very voluminous history, almost all of which is, 
however, pure romance. The effect on t-he Burmese of 
the fond imaginings of the Maliah Yam-win, tho great 
Chronicle of Kings, is most undesirable. No defeats are 
recorded in those courtly pages; reverses are charmed 
into acts of elemoncy; armies vast as those that people 
dreamland march through its chapters; its heroes are of 
the old ballad typo; its treasures such as might have been 
the produce of Aladdin’s lamp. The result, lias been a 
permanent influence on the national character. Geoffrey 
of Monmouth’s " Chronicle of British Rings ” has only left 
its mark on the national literature, but had the English 
lived forty degrees nearer the line, they might still be 
believing in Brut, great-grandson of Jineas, and the 
unbroken lino of kings of whom King Arthur was chief. 
As it is the British Mahah Yaza-win only supplied a 
spring for tho poets of all tho after time. The Burman 
Chronicle, on tho other hand, has laid the foundation of 
the national character. Like all hardy, strong-limbed 
races, the Burmana are naturally proud; but this innate 
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pri<k 1 uls baflU tenfold increased by the wonderful tales 
<>i the national annok. What L3 a Burmin to think when 
he reads in tba history of hh tnrarrtry—there :h hut the 
OAfi means of kilning the past- 1 hut the English have 
only footli-olid. iu Burma through the clemency of & gHKAOUfc 
fciu^r ? They might- have been crushed S3 effectually as 
the first erttleo on Negrft'u I H ]aud ; they might toft been 
driven forth na cosily sa thdir sevenbeecUlmJentmy w)Cft3' 
tore from the foctory at Bhim&w, far up the Irrawaddy m 
tho confines of China; hut Bab-gyee-daw, the king, 
said, J.[ke the Lord IMdha, “ AH can taka life, but who 
can give it back f" The Burmese- annalist relates; " Th* 
kullo byoOj the white strangers from. the west, fastened a 
quirt?el upon the lord of the Golden Bailee. They 
kmilud at Rangoon, took that place, and Pl'Oine, and were 
permitted to advance AS far as Tandaho; for the king, 
from motives of piety and regard to life, made AO effort 
wlmtftver to oppose them. The stranger & hod spent vast 
sums of money Ml the enterprise j. ud by the tim& they 
reuehed Yandabo their resources- wore Csh&uftted ; and 
they were in grtfcl distress. Bboy petitioned the king, 
wlajf in hie clemency and generosity, sent them l&Jge 
ftUmH of mo-nov to pay their expenses hack, ftod ordered 
them out vf the co-UP-try/ J 

By the Treaty of Yundobo, escorted hy the fear tlptl! 
the capital wluld fall into the hands of Sir Archibald 
Campbell, then thundering at the gates of Ava, the 
English acquired the province? of Tenaaserinr and ArTaknn f 
and deprived the gevgreign of two-thirds of hie Bfil^boorth 
The Province of Pegu, which was annexed after the 
ftfiCOnd Burmese war in 18o2-3, has never been formsJly 
cedod by any treaty, Ksng Mindohn said, “ Let them 
atAythere; 3 cannot turn them out, but I will not he 
written down os IIlc king that gave up Rangoon." Lord 
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Dalhousie said: " A treaty with a man like that is 
useless”; and he straightway fixed upon a parallel of 
latitude as the northern boundary of British Burma, and 
put up a line of frontier pillars along it without reference 
to the Burmese Government at all. The Id ah all Yaxa-win 
said, in effect: " The foreigner was starving in his own 
land, and the king bounteously granted him a resting-place 
in the dismal swamps by the sea.” To this day the only 
approach to a recognition of the British possession of 
Pegu is an announcement from Mindohn Min, the late 
king, that " orders had been issued to the governors of 
districts not to allow the Burmese troops to attack the 
territories of Meaday and Toung-oo, in which tho British 
Government had placed its garrisons.” Well may it be 
said that Burmese kings submit to accomplished fucts, 
but do not sanction them. Shortly before the storming 
of Meltoon, the King Mintaya Gyee sent a note to Sir 
Archibald Campbell representing that "it was contrary 
to his religious principles, and the constitution of the 
Empire, to make any cession of territory, and he was 
bound to preserve its integrity." 

Naturally, therefore, the up-country Bnrman thinks 
that his race is the bravest in all the realms of Zampoo- 
deepa, the island in the south, with all its five hundred 
surrounding islets. Tho idea has been little checked by 
English communications and relations with the Lord of 
the Golden Palace. Such documents as the following are 
duly inserted in the Mabah Yaaa-win, and lose nothing 
in the translating. ThiB was sent, in 1695, by Nathaniel 
Higginson, Governor of Madras, to the King of Ava. 

“ To his Imperial Majesty who blesseth the noble city of 
Ava with his presence, Eraperour of Emperours, and 
excelling the Kings of the East and the West m glory 
and honour, the clear firmament of Virtue, the fountain 
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of JniUea, fclitt perfection of 'Wisdom^ l^e lord of Charity 
Rtid Protestor of tie Disused, the first, mover in the 
Sphere Of QtbaUiws, presideat oua-adl viCtorioU-S. in 
r - vfho foc-tath none and 5s feared by "C wrjt *® 

Oh izflUDZW of tile EftJtb, acid of the Sea] Lord 
Proprietpr of Gold and Bib**, Rubies* Amber, and all 
pttcfaws Jewels; favoured by Heaven and honoured by 
all men; whose brightoeaa dunes through the World ft* 
the Light of the Sun, and whose great MJBS will be 
preecritod in perpetual memcay .' 3 

After this promising aiOfdiwu the letter gees on r 
,r The fame ef bo glprieua an Emparuur, the Lerd of power 
and riobaa, being spread throughout tlto whole earth, all 
nations reaort to view the splendour of your grtuStnOM, 
and, with your majesty's aubjecte, to po.rtO.he of the 
bteiinga which God Almighty hath bestowed upon yonr 
kingdom above, all Others. Your majesty baa been pleased 
to grant your especial favonrn to the Honourable English 
Company. wboHa aerVAnt im; and now send to present 
before tie footstool of your throne A few toya, A& ACl 
acknowledgment of your majesty's goodness, which, I bog 
your majesty to accept* end to voucheafe cm audience to 
my rerVAUE and A gracluua cingwer to nay petition." 1 

He finishes by asking leave to send a factor Ufflt 
monairoA to reside at Syriaco, opposite Eaiigoon, on the 
other side of the Pegu river. Ed Wild Fleetwood was 
the envoy. He had to wait a long time before the gate 
of the pAlace Stockade was Opened; when thit waa done 
bo had to bow throe times to cho building; half way 
across the esplanade ho bad to bow humbly three tiffin 
again; tluj-O at fifteen yards oil, And finally had to make 
the amne cheiaanoe to the king, 

The answer to the governor, in the name of the 
ministers, ran as follows :—* In the Ease, whore the aim 
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rises, and in that Oriental part of it which is called 
C’hapudu ; the Lord of water and earth, the Emperor of 
Emperors, against whose imperial majesty if any shall he 
so foolish as to imagine anything, it shall be happy for 
them to die and be consumed; the lord of great charity 
and help of all nations, the great Lord esteemed for happi¬ 
ness ; the Lord of all riches, of elephants and homes and 
all good blessings; the Lord of high-built palaces of gold ; 
the great and most powerful Emperor in this life, the soles 
of whose feet are gilt and set upon the heads of all 
people; we his great governor and president here, called 
Mahnh Eggena Tibodis, do make known to tho governor, 
Nathaniel Higginson," and so it goes on in the same 
strain, concluding with a notification of the presents sent 
—1,500 viss of lac, 2,500 visa of tin, 300 vise of ivory, 
6 earthen dishes, and 8 lacquered boxes. This was, 
however, more satisfactory than that which fell to the 
lot of Ensign Lester in 1757, when he got a concession 
of Negr&is Island and a commercial treaty from the 
oonqueror, Aloung-pavah, The gallant envoy received 
a present of eighteen oranges, two dozen heads of Indian 
corn, and five cucumbers. Two years later the garrison 
on the ceded island was massacred. The national annalist 
gloats over these things. 

Here is another petition from the white foreigners:_ 

“Placing above our heads the golden majesty of the 
mighty lord, the possessor of the mines of rubies, amber, 
gold, silver, and all kinds of metals; of the lord under 
whose command are innumerable soldiers, generals, ami 
captains; of the lord who is king of many countries and 
provinces, and emperor over many rulers and princes, who 
wait round his throne with the badges of his authority; 
of the lord who is adorned with the greatest power, 
wisdom, knowledge, prudence, foresight, &c.; of the lord 
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whd is rich in the of ^*P Wh »“* 1 ™“> 

id wridcuW ii the laid of many white efephwte; of the 
Jorrl Who « the gf»t«fa of kings the m«t ^ 

most religion^ the master of Ufa sad dBa *b, J e . 3 ? JS 
Slft^ the governor of the oflrart ud «lmm^ 

Mm of die Compaq bowing Mid lowering tmr heuds 
ulM te the sole Of his royal golds* feat, <*0 present to Mm, 
with the greatest veneration, this onr humble petition. 

S^h documents might haVO flowed &om the chronicler's 
own pan, and the Bernese historical HtwUnt, m reading 
thiH untaught prwsa of nations, naturally takes it a? 
honest borage duo lip hi the pun* day So exalted 
an idea had the Court af the mflitwy f^wer of the country 
that in 1810, R miniater at Ava, told Oaptoin Canning, 
that if proper application hsd heCn made to the hiug. he 
would have sent ad army to Europe and pac Euglftnd in 
po^naHiOii of France, and so ended all the troubles of chfl 
beginning of the centiiiy. 

J 1 MC G[1 voys sent to the Arbiter of Existence baits been 
treated very cavalierly in the way of interviews; not a . 
faw in the old davs waited long mwmtbi without aver 
seeing the king at sdh AH, dewo to Sir Ttoaglas Forsyth, 
in 1874, have had to go in shoeless, and crouch humbly, 
in adoring (ittitudeB—'the unaccustomed nature of which 
dill not tend to rondel the position less ridieuluna. In 
other ways they were treated with every indignity. 
When King Mintova Qyufc heard that Colonel Sjmea 
woe coming, he went aW*y to Mlngohn, to contemplate 
bn gigantic failure at a pagoda there. Thither the colonel 
had to follow him, congratulating himielf on the circum¬ 
stance that as the ting waa aWUJ from thft palaco, there 
would he the 1 ce£ trouble m seeing him. But he found 
himself vastly mistaken, On oiriviug M Mingolltt he was 
laid to late up his quarters Or an island in the middle 
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of the river. On this barren place, shunned by all 
Burmese, as a polluted spot, where bodies were burnt, and 
criminals executed, ho bad to remain forty dayB, and 
during all that time, not the slightest notice of him was 
taken by the court. Finally he was admitted on a kadaw, 
or ' Beg-Pardon Day," one of those set apart for all 
inferiors and vassals to come and do homage and worship 
at the Golden Feet. For long it was the invariable 
custom to receive representatives of foreign states on 
these days. Colonel Burney was the first to refuse to 
be so treated, and ho carried his points though the 
woon-gyees told the king the reason why he did not come 
on the appointed kadaw day was because ho was sick, 
The utmost protestations of Symes and Crawford failed 
to save them from the humiliation. Another favourite 
method of showing contempt for foreigners, and exalting 
the national dignity was rather curious in its elaborate 
ingenuity. Foreign missions wore provided for by a tax 
levied on outcasts. The money was only collected when 
an embassy was expected, and was applied to no other 
purpose than providing accommodation and food for tho 
members of the mission. The coin was considered too 
vile to bo put to any other use. Delaying the envoy at 
the gates was an invariable device. Just as he came up 
to tho entrance a band of princes, with their followers 
would turn in from a side street, and the luckless repre¬ 
sentative of England would have to stop and bite his nails 
till they had all passed in. Colonel Burney was delayed 
two hours in tliis way, and even Colonel (now General) 
Phayre, in 1850, had to wait on his elephant till the 
Ehng-shay Min and his train filed in before him. Arrived 
at the palace, all the earlier envoyB were mode to fall on 
their knees, and shekho to the central spire of the royal 
residence. The members of the embassy of 1856 were 
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nearly bullied into taking off their hats to th£ pyatbat. 
The object was to show them na suppliants at the Golden 
Feet, honoured by being allowed to view bis dwelling, 
and elevated to the summit of earthly ambition by being 
admitted to an interview. Symes onl Cox paid for their 
Emission in this way. Besides this official bad treatment 
the plenipotentiaries were victimised with numberless 
personal insults. Even the Supreme Court on at least 
one occasion refused to see Cox. He was knocked up 
long after midnight one night by a clerk who wanted to 

get a nutmeg-grater to show to the king. ^Myo-woon . 

wrote to him to say that as the envoy would not take bis 
. advice ho must break off all intercourse, and the English 
than-thaman would be good enough not to come near his 
house for the future. Captain Cox had Lad a fence put 
up round his bouse to keep away the inquisitive, rabble, 
at a cost of twenty rupees. One morning when he woke 
up he found this had been unceremoniously earned away, 
and that it bad been used to inclose a place near the river 
vrhore the heir-apparent’s head might be washed. Finally 
great pressure was put upon him to take the oath of 
allegiance to the king; he was to drink the water in wh.ch 
the muskets and lanoea of the guard had been dipped 
and it was expressly stipulated that be should pay for bis 
oath just as any Burman would have to do. Scores of like 
details might be mentioned with regard to all the other 
ambassadors and residents. It will be sufficient, however, 
to mention that one resident not many years ago had a 
cane flourished over his head by a convict lictor, and that 
the last chargt £ affaires of all was chased by a howling 
rabble from the Mandalay bazaar to the Residency gates, 
which were broken in—no groat exertion of strength was 
nooessary certainly—all because be had killed a jiariali 
dog that was snapping at his heels. 
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the various ayaybaJiagjs wets treater] in this way, 
non-ofimial Englishmen could nut expect great Kivcreiice 
to be paid to them. and it is hanlly worth mentioning chat 
in lFiiSl ei Rangoon merchant, yelled At by convict, before, 
went down on his knees while one of die leading spirits of 
the masauaes, the Hponng Woos, went hv on his elephant, 
LittJe wonder then that the patriotic fictions of the Moh.il t 
Y^u-win are believed, and that die perusal of them is 
alt the more greedily indulged in, Tilq settlement of the 
&huo question, We the “ Flight of the Strangers “—the 
withdrawal of the English Residency in Mandalav—is 
further off thhn Over. 

Ro t it is not so niooh the Engtseh that suffer—chough 
occasionally a few of them ole get stoned—as the smaller 
nations and tribes wlto live around and among the Enrmeae- 
li tonal;. he acknowledged that tliu Burmin is a sad bully; 
hut the white strangers could reduce him to civility, if l.n 
nothing else, very speedily, If is different with other 
moss—some perhaps Aboriginal, some iovadorB of Burma 
:is much ess the present ruling uapt. The Chins. tlin 
Tlircuns, and, in some degree, even iJm wiudikc if simple 
£li a Lis, have u II suffered in common with weaker lHAtlun- 
alifics from the cunning and braggadocio of the Burmait. 
The Mali ah Yaba-w in delights no loss in recounting talcs of 
barbaric diplomacy than in heroics about gallcmt generals 
who hold guicksi I vor in their mouths and advance on th o 
quailing foe, leaping eighteen or twenty cubits in the air. 
Eor example, the chronicles Af Promo relate the well- 
known wo rid-story Af the bullock^ hide of ground. A 
tribe Came from the East uuder the command of an 
Amonon, She obtained from the aborigines—probabiv 
now somo of the hill-tribes in Arakan —a grant of as 
much l&nd U£ could he inclosed within an oz-hidc, and, 
following the example of Dido, cut the bide into strips, 
VOL. it. M 
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got into difficulties, boWEfrar, Mid wodd probably 
him; been driven Oil* bad ah® not mniTied a neighbouring 
kiej. A rfeplson of hem famdfld the &odent town of 
Thure-keitara (PrOUm), an event said to have boen pro- 
plji-sied by the. Bu ddh* Gautama lbmEo¥, in proof w-hereof 
the Shway-cuH-da-w pagoda estate to tEte present day. 

A story of a similar ehwnctGt is told with regard to 
the Shani The Burmina had a quartol with some cf 
these bur-boned h i g bland to en os 60 tbs ownership of a 
rjactof fine paddy-land, The Stan* wort m force, and, 
aa they slwap no?, perfectly prepared to fight about the 
matter. The Burmese therefore resorted to flnft. An 
old Jitrmit was referred to on tba subject He said tliat 
the party which limb finished building a paged* of a 
cartaio feed site ibwW have the disputed tamtvy. So 
both sides sat to work. The Burmese soon found that tho 
Btuoly hillnwn were distancing them. At night therefore 
the thief had recourse te stratagem He made a franiB- 
Tverk of halflboce ef the required height, hurl it covered 
with cloth, and daubed the doth with, white plaster 
When daylight cams, and the Shuns saw the Burmese 
fi hrine complete and perfect. OVCU to the extent of offer- 
ijiy-fi of fruit end candles, tkeir aaconiahulOrit and dismay 
wffl such that they matched off itnugbtWHf to the bills— 
ascrildflg the ntpid erection to supernatural assistance, 
and never dreaming of examining the precoruoua payah; 
whore at tbs EdmifiW chronicler chncld&B with patriotic 
delight, and gioirififlB the wisdom of hie countrymen. The 
Hftme story i? told of the foundation of the Abakan empire 
by the younger of two hiothe t% vrbo canoe from Todiu. 

' But it is in the relfttlom with tho mildcr-uaiurcd tribes, 
such as the KutelUli ond Chins, Or the small if warlike 
ECpte such its the ltnchinSy that the Burman most comes 
up to the truculence of the Lfahah Yaca-win. Out of tie 
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northern Kachins—bold robber bands, armed with queer, 
home-made, stockless guns—little is to be gained. They 
live on the hills, and own nothing but pigs; but they 
raid on lowland villages, and the Bunnans retaliate, and 
there are periodic seasons of mutual crucifixion, tong 
ago these clans bad the reputation of kindly hospitality, 
but Burmese tyranny has made meet of them dangerous 
savages. It is different with the Karenns and Chins. 
The former a heavy, plethoric people, endure their wrongs 
with dull indifference, all but the fierce red Karenns, who 
keep up a perpetual guerilla warfare, after the manner 
of the Kuchin a. The Karenns account for their wrong3 
in the following way. When Yuwa created the world ho 
took three handfuls of earth and threw them round about 
him. From one sprang the Burmons, from another the 
Karenns, and from the third the Kullahs, the foreigners. 
The Karenns were very talkative and made more noiae 
than oh the others, and so the Creator believed that 
there were too many of them, and he threw another half 
handful to tho Burmons, who thus gained such a supre¬ 
macy that they soon overcame the Koreans, and have 
oppressed them over since. 

The Chins, a quiet and harmless race, have been sub¬ 
jected to such long-continued and systematic ill-treatment 
on the part of the Burmese, that traditions accounting 
for this oppression actually form a part of the national 
religion. All mankind, they say, is descended from a 
woman called Hlee-neu, who laid 101 eggs, from the last 
laid of which sprang the Chins. Hlec-neu loved tho 
youngest best.; but he had gone away, and before she 
found him again the whole world except bleak mountain- 
ranges had been partitioned out among her other children. 
So the Chin first man got the hills, and as compensation 
was given elephants, horses, cattle, goats, pigs, and fowls 

m2 
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Unfortunately, Hlee-neu appointed tie Burman brother 
to look after him. The Burman turned out a moet wicked 
and unscrupulous guardian. He protended to teach him, 
but only showod the blank aide of the slate, ao that the 
poor Chin never learned a single letter. He rubbed tho 
elephant’s back with cowhagc, so that the Chin’s bare legs 
were so tickled that he refused to have such an unpleasant 
aniroal, and gave all the elephant* to the Bnrman. By 
similar tricks the buffaloes, the horses, and tho cattle 
were obtained. When the Chin mounted to ride on the 
horse, the Burman's wife got in tbo way, and was knocked 
down; and us compensation for the injuries she sustained, 
and to quiet her clamour, the horse had to be handed 
over. Then at the Barman’s instigation the Chin went 
to view bis buffaloes, clad in fiery-red garments. Tho 
buffalo naturally chased him up a tree, and before he 
oould gain the earth again the buffaloes had gone the 
way of the elephants and horses. Ultimately* nothing 
remained but goats, pigs, and fowls. Even the barren 
mountains were not left in his undisturbed possession. 
When the boundaries of the different countries were 
.marked out, the Burman took very good care to mark his 
with stones and pillars, but be persuaded the Chin that 
tufts of grass were good enough for him. These were 
all burned away by the jungle-fires, and then the despoiled 
Chin had to live wherever the Burman told him. Tlius 
the race has never had a country or town of its own, but 
wanders about in a nomadic way over the hills of Burma. 
A more pitiful tale of wrong and oppression it would bo 
difficult to find. The well-known custom the Chin 
• women have of tattooing their faces is an existing proof 
of this tyranny. They are naturally pretty; and this 
disfigurement—for they themselves acknowledge it to be 
such, and are giving it up in British territory—was 
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adopted to preTent tlui EurOiftBe from carrying thtan -oft, 
as they ones dill eoneEantly. 

The stories of the Mahnh Yasa-win fully aoouunt for 
and j us-iitV those queer traditions of the national religion 
of the Clnm, But it ia not in auch Etfinnr poiulA that 
tlifi annalist is seen at ilia heat. It if! whan lift vapours 
about Chines and Sinmese and Mdnlpuria, who eotno in 
armiftHj nusnborsd by hundreds of thouaaiul&j ’WUh elephants 
in tftna of -tboUEiiLnda, and the guardian tats of the nations 
fight on their roijiectLTO aidrs and serve to amount for 
BuIJiifiSB retreats—rhen it in that tlie spirit of the If small 
Yasa-wiil wines Out. ftad atremmS along in true Ikdea 
vein. And eiocpt the plays tiis EunuSUd hos uu other 
literature to rend. It is not wonderful therefore, that 
he has a& good an opinion of himself aa the " centennial 
YanlcesHr 1 ' 

" ISrWtlna tktTB h Y^tiI, an mean, an nmoJ], 

Wlm twtct &*%*, 1 WoIL nioi by Onal, 

X Hlilcou Hrtfn bid AdAj3T]‘a Ml 

Tht7t, r i uuW ifTowtU Oil IWh 'ran bill 
A Lutkon no alL-liit-.l Ult 
Ae VPB cnotuitlLal Vozibum."* 

Thn writer might veil have bwm a v/orker an the Great 
Chronicle of Kings. 
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Uti; LOUD OF TBl CELESTIAL ¥E,RtTL±tfT ATTD 01 HAMY 
WHITE JXElT.EL'lHTIR, 

The Hagai of Kimffi enumerates altogether 

5 &7,[i&0 klltfiS, fallowing one Another in regular succession, 
ynifj Af^fan'll Ttiainad-ii* the great fust ruler of land arid 
of esa, there wm 3^,509 Mrrtrsigllfl till the time of the 
meal e-roellent Buddha Gautama. Trom thence Onward, 
the MAha Yasa-wia. carefully r&coar-JE the sequence of the 
Ancestor* of the present ruler of tha Eastern Land, Thee- 
haw Min. Western chiau wiens print out inCned u iouaiy 
that the hunter Oung Zaya* who di&d in 1700, founded 
th* present dynaety under the tRie of Aiming Poyah 
(commonly written Alumina-), and tiH liis rescue of the 
country from the victorious Fe^uaUS, held no more- exalted 
rank than that of headman of biH native village. But this 
scepticism ignores tins doctrine of ICftU, which provides 
that none oan succeed t* the throne of the Arbiter of 
Eirisbcn.ee arvl Great Lord of Righteousness, hut those 
whose merit in previous erietonous entitles them to it 
The king cmphatkftlly rules by what is, called in the 
western kingdoms the right divine. The eldest daughter 
of tho reigning king was always declared tfl^bin deing 
she w aa fcahidden to marry till rha death of die sovereign. 
When that occurred, if them were no Eons to succeed. 
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there was on interregnum till the ta-bin-deing could find & 
husband to ascend the throne. This selection was not 
made by the laws of passion or personal inclination, but •was 
solely decided according to the principles of kon. A royal 
chariot was harnessed to a fiery steed and driven away 
from the palace with no one to guide it. The horse 
roamed about, suffering no one to enter till he came to 
the person decided by fate to rule tho country, usually 
some odc of the royal lineage, or of some other princely 
line, who had wandered, or been carried off from court. 
Then the borBe waited patiently till the sleeper should 
wake up; the Ules always represent the prince as asleep 
when the chariot arrives. "When he rouses himself he 
stops into tho chariot, and without guidance, the horse 
forthwith gallops back to the palaoe and the ta-bin-deing 
finds a husband and the country a king. Alompra became 
sovereign, only in a slightly different way, but his descent 
from Mahah Thumada must be unimpeachable. 

Long before he took up arms and won for himself 
the throne, the soothsayers saw about him signs that 
betokened bis coming dignity. When he slept his arms 
shone like fire; vultures perched on the houses of his 
enemies; gorgeous buttertliea and gay-pluraaged biixls, 
and strange animals entered his dwelling; be dug up an 
ancient image of the Buddha not far from his door-step; 
when he came to fight it was manifest that he was 
favoured even beyond the great men of old. He possessed a 
sword that flew through the air and cut off heads; bis shoes 
enabled him to clear miles at a stride; his fairy spear 
could spit a whole line of soldiers at once; his javelin 
could be hurled to any distance; finally, ast a fifth weapon, 
he had a gun which never missed its mark, and was 
brought down to 1dm by a thagyah. The possession of 
these five weapons at once proved his right to the throne 
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and aecursd bis holding it. It is turn thit sow* of ti,e 
Ciimns which signalised bis right have Uppeamd in-D-rieie 
n.vitJi my diffweat result, A Kfljfinn mio-lcung, or 

ambry* Mug, displayed *h* feame fire-streaming anas, 
and raised & rebellion aiflce the British occupation of 
P^hil Hf gained a, on n si derail io following, and seemed 
formidable for ft time, till the BuglMi wi» men pointed 
rniH, tl.iib the fieryglirnf WA0 produced by rubbing phosphorus 
nn tbs skin. Then all went Kguhisc him as an impostor, 
and bo very aaOtL vanished into the hill^CCUUfry. Simi¬ 
larly, in 1B5S, a poor fisherman at TwaLt*y, a large Tillage 
jot fer from JtangtHMudragged up in bis net a Small imikgo 
of UfO Buddbfc, Such discoveries arc always looked upon 
$b elu omen of high destiny, and according to the common 
superstition, the fisherman believed that he would rise in 
dignity, restore the TnJ&ing kingdom, and revive, religion. 
He announced tbfc supemataral Call in the village W,Mr. 
A few desperate characters joined him, took possession of 
the towd, and issued a prpeiamatioa calling upon ail tho 
feitbfol to [ally to kin standard. Eat the British civil 
anihoritfeH stepped in and broke up the procession 
which wan going in solemn abate ti> the pagoda to in¬ 
augurate and conaacrate the fisherman iu bis new 
profession. Tho claimant cf icysd honours escaped ai 
the time, but was afterwards giv&n up by the villagers. 
Tn oinck of those Oases, there was deception or misappre¬ 
hension of the meaning of the OtnenS, but the abundance 
0? the signs in the case of Afompra dispose of the assertion 
that he was & maw adventurer. Ho himself thoroughly 
baliofed su his Itigb destiny, and talked of it in Tight 
royal fashion to Captain Baker, an ambassador sent bo him 
in ITaAby the Honourable East India Company, This 
gent! ej nan, the commander of an East Indium an, who, 
under tho last motions of his employers, evidently regarded 
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the great conqueror os little better than a savage, brought 
him a present of a chest or two of gunpowder, a couple of 
muskets and carbines, a gilt looking-glass, some red earth 
in bags, and balf-a-doxen bottles of lavender water (there 
is no mention of glass beads), and offered Alompra the 
asRtatance of the great company. Whereupon his majesty 
burst into a defiant laugh and replied in the following 
fashion: " Have I asked, or do I want any assistance to 
reduce my enemies to subjection 1 Lot nono conceive 
such au opinion} Have I not in three years time ex¬ 
tended my conquests three months’journey in every quarter 
without the help of cannon or musketa ? Nay, I have 
with bludgeons only, opposed and defeated these Pcguans 
who destroyed the capital of this kingdom, and took the 
prince prisoner; and a month hence I intend to go with a 
great force to Dagohn (Rangoon), whom I have an army 
now lying, when I will advance to the walls of Pegu, 
blockade and starve them out of it, which is the last town 
I have now to take to complete my conquest, and then I 
will go in quest of Bourao (the French governor of Syriam, 
whom he afterwards actually did put to death). Captain, 
see this sword; it is now three years since it has boon 
constantly exorcised in chastising my enemies; it is indeed 
almost blunt with use; but it shall bo continued to the 
same till they are utterly dispersed. Do not talk of assist¬ 
ance. I require nono. The Peguans I can wipe away as 
thus (drawing the palm of one hand over the other). See 
those arms and this thigh (drawing his loose coat-sleeve up 
to the arm-pit, and lifting his pasoh, so as to display a 
bare, tattooed leg); amongst a thousand you cannot see 
my match. I can crush a hundred such as the King of 
Pegu." (Quoted from Crawford.) 

Two years later he talked to Ensign Lester in the same 
bombastic strain telling him that he would go to Madras, 
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aud tliat if a uino-pcunder tbut wau to bit him it could do 
him 130 harm, 'With a good deal more to ItlO same effect. 
Hie is described at this time, when he woe about forty-Jivo 
vests 0 ? a£ 0 , as five fret eleven in height, and of a powerful 
build, with a long, but oot a thin free, the expression not 
being improved by a number of smallpox pitmarka. He 
had a Wad bn t vary retreating forehead, a charftcMrisbjc 
shared by all his descendants, And patbicuWly pnomi oent 
m the ease of the reigning king, 

Alim pci,, then, waa no feeble founder of the present hue 
of euoMsEOra to the groat Mah&h Ttiatrad*, Res certainly 
had the power to command, and his military auccessea 
carried tbo peacock from fat away towudfl Dacca, 
down to the Siamese capital. lie certainly wan a worthy 
follower of the groat firat king, and tbu Bunnese believe 
firmly in the unbroken character of the bumossloji, Ac- 
caidlngly all tire old Indian and Sakyan customa are 
carefully observed by the Burmese toys] family. Such 
are this marriage with half-staters, and the oonsequBrtt 
preserving unmarried of the hing'a oldest daughter ; the 
reverence of the three meat excellent MUffiAfr, the pfflkSock 
of the San, the bare of the moon, and the kalawailc, the 
carrying bird of Vishnu, whose oyes like jewels look friend Ly 
■on the stranger; and the a-beht-thebt, the consecration by 
pouring out of water at tha accession, Marriage with half- 
sisters :h only allowed to the king, not to the people at 
large, efr even bo the princes of the blood royal. Tbo tbrono 
is pointed over with representations of the peacock and 
the horo, typifying tbs descent of the king from the solar 
and human races, which is also directly laid claim to in 
■the title, nav-tnot buyin, sovereign of the rising arm. 
Simiiniiy with the titles hhattia, implying that he bus 
dominion Over the crops* end yarn, because be oauEd instruct 
men in the laws, a somewhat doubtful ability perhaps in 
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the case of Thoebaw Min. The consecration by a-beht- 
theht is completed in three special ceremonies, as was the 
case with the Payah-loung chosen to be the first ruler. 

1. Ynza beht-thebt, the consecrating of him as king. 

2. Mandu beht-theht, the solemn marrying him to a 
queen of royal lineage. 

3. Thenga beht-theht, the confirmation or renewal of 
his engagement to abide by the laws, whereupon full 
powers for the government and administration of the 
country arc conformed. 

The actual coronation ceremony is a mere form nowa¬ 
days, but is intended to mark the claim of the Lard of 
the Golden Palace to bo the representative of tho universal 
monarch. 1 It consists principally in incantations and 
sprinkling with holy water from the Ganges, performed by 
the pohnnaa, the Brahmin astrologers, the Burrnan yah am 
having nothing whatever to do with it. Besides the 
pohnnos, only a few of the chief ministers ore present. 
The really national part of the ceremony is the royal 
progress round the city moot, made seven days after the 
a-beht-thcht. The king leaves the city by the Eastern 
Gate, the precise moment being notified by a discharge of 
cannon. He then enters the state barge, a most gorgeously 
gilt and carved construction, surpassing even the traditional 
coach of the Lord Mayor of London. This boat is then 
slowly rowed round the moat, with music clashing all 
around, and bands of dancers supplying the place of a 
rejoicing populace. Then when tho circuit has been 
completed, the newly-crowned monarch enters again 
between the guardian ogres of the Eastern Gate, a fresh 
bhIvo of artillery announcing the arrival at the palace. 

1 The Sokyu.wsday king, who now m»k<a hU »ppt*.rMio# daring tho 
time Allotted to tho pablicatlon nod duration of tho Toligkwu iwtitutloni 
of a Buddha. 
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n'Jje ceremony is simple eacu-gb, bill; Thecbftw Milt has 
nover gone through St, In ths first duys flf bis rei gn Sis 
wuS afraid to leave the nnmiuW, test conspirators inigdit 
nod the chance too good A un® to lose, and later on, a fear 
that the delayed festival might suggest ideas of previous 
fSHUt-heaitodnesa came in tile way. Cunretpreutly, though 
be is crowned sueCCgwr to II a hah Tbaojadi* ti ibr ns the 
A-tahC-thelrt eh concerned, and therefore becomes tlte 
fwurce of the law,, the guardian of the welfare; 01 the 
country, the recipient of the rOVcmi H* uud the chiftf 
adndnitri*Qr of justice* ho b hardly yet. a auccesaor to 
the war]ibe Aloffspia Possibly the failure to assume Use 
tiiirdy spirit of the first of the family may account lor 
cbe deficiency in some of the attributes derived from the 
first bifg, a deficiency wliteh overt the irtrtSt ]oyal of 
Upper Burjinuls is occasionally induced to acknowledge 
with bated breath. 

Tho first ruler was chffiefl for Ills Strict adherence to 
the- tivfi fundamental precept® now incumbent on all men* 
and fat hie gonoml sanctity.. Tiit&J quolitie® Are inbrtteut 
in all his Successors, though some times it ie d iffioult td 
distiflgniah them, From them sprang four other laws 
incumbent On all kings and rulers. 'JfheW- tljesgabi kingly 
laws, or by am mas oy ah, are as follows— 

1. TbiUha tnayda* ordajniog that ho slial] not receive 
more thao a trilia of the produce of the country. 

!L Pooreetha l.uoyd^ ordaining that the king shall 
engage to pay Juh servants and army oule every sl* months, 
3, Thama-patba, by which the king binds himself to 
assist his subjects with money, and to receive payment 
of it within three yfcurfi, without chaining interest 

•h Wahsa-payeh, th® use of courteous and fitting 
language, according to the ago and petition in life of 
the persona addressed, 
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Tt- is to be feared that these kindly kingly laTvs !ire not 
fouud auitublo to fclm Conditions of modem society, At 
any vats they are mot vary strictly observed by Theebaw 
Min, 

Nevertheless that monarch is very fat from being such 
an unlovely character as moat Eumpams have been led to 
bdieve, It ia explicitly denied by numy t5i at be drinks at 
all; it ia certain that whatever excesses tie may h&vs 
plunged iato b] the remorse Oftu&ed by the mnsBiiccas of 
February, Iflff], ha is assuredly D ^t a, ccnficmed dtunkanL 
His worst fhtilt—I am writing from o Barman point of 
view—is that be is easy, or call it waak-ipitited if y&u 
like. It ia an open EuciCt fin it, i,c was not intended to 
be king, His father, Mimloba Min, bad, a strong liking 
for tbe young yaburi, but bis intention was that the pious 
■urid wetkrcad INyoung Yjm prince, now il refuse at 
fiarTackpora, neai' fhiJcuLtn, was to be his successor, and 
if the court or the town bed been polled, tJifi choice 
would have fallen on the EurnC burly, good-natured 
individuah 

It must ho understood that, nctTvitbsUindiiig the pwsawi- 
tiens for the preservation of the pyre hlood-reyaJ, i.bc system 
of keeping ?i princess ta-biu-deing, to ho married to the 
new ruler, it by no mCfilsu idlloiVS that the eldest son of 
this union, or, indeed, any son by this quean at al] f 
necessarily succeeds to the Hrronc, It is nOi often that 
there is a recognised Hbngediay min, an h sir-apparent to 
the throne, but when there is en ch a dignitary, ha may be 
thefifsb, or the tenth, or the thirtieth son, the onlyStipuhL- 
tum Kiting (hat he shall ha the child Of one of the four 
chief queens. The noiuiimtieu rc^ts with the king. A 
consideration of the gruesome history of tbe parricide 
king;?, who reigned in one of the countries of the HyisSee 
Madaytha, tbe middle country, as India is called, each of 
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whom ascend r throne stained with a father'* blo&d, 
until the horrified pouulace of FataLiputra revolted and 
c*tennin(itKl the whole hou»; thu reading of 13:::: bloody 
chapter in the POyiil anntJs lifty prompt the custom, hut 
it it certain (hat it it not often that the heir t# the throne 
is recognised. The late king made ao sign till his last 
illness came upon him. Than when it was evident thftt 
he could not survive, he framed the iNyoung Y&u minthfr 
and after him the yellow-tobcd Tbcebaw prince. Then 
pftlnce intrigue began, The TheehflW prince, it wuus well- 
known, had A passion for tire ta-hin-demg, Solin (Son-payaii 
(Selina Sophia as she wus called by some of the English 
residents in Mandalay) and the second of the Soo-pa-yahs, 
for them were three of thera, was equally ona mail,md of 
the young Fntuma Eyan, Therefore the queen-mother 
rcBolvod to grediiy all parties, and become h err elf gueen 
dowager. Sho opened up com muni ratio ns with (he then 
ftll-pOYrerfh] If ill, Wcoa-nam-gyec, the Premier as he Was 
lmdly called. Thai crafty ministor saw continued power 
in sioie for himself if ti« could got the unaopluB 6 leafed 
pym-nn placed cm the throne. Therefore he threw liim- 
seJf sate the plot. The princes were summoned by a, 
forged royal order to corns before his majesty, bid him 
farewell and hoar Ids nomination of a Successor, As they 
came up to the htnaw gaw, the mirror throne room, where 
the king's body afterwarda lay in state, they were seised 
separately and forthwith hurried ofl: to prison. The 
Nyoung Yan and his brother, the Nynmtg Oke prince, 
received timely warning, nmd instead of coming to the 
palace went atrfogbt off for Sanctuary to the English 
Church, Whence they afterwards temped, disguised, to the 
protection of the British flag in the compound of tho 
British residency. But though they thus saved their 
lives, aa appeared five months afterwards, wltcn the Other 
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prinoea were dan* 60 death. tie throne wins lost, for Thee- 
Tjo,w was left mastei of the akuation, and ®w>J& completed 
Ilia BUttugcmontS for &eouring tiis position, At first every¬ 
thing wend well, It was necessary bo retainthe support of 
the Kin Woon-gye* and that aatuto JUiniEtBTj siting on the 
idea (hat lie wuld easily man age the mnv youag e*- 
neopbyte, proceeded to draw tip a scheme for a constitu¬ 
tional government, the greater part of which was written 
for hi m Ly the late Dr. Clement Williams, the first English 
Resident i u Mandalay, and after wanIs an i ndependent trader, 
Tln& constitution was published with a gnat flare of 
trumpets and much talk about the establishment of 
Weston methods &nd the raising cf Eunna to the rank of 
a first-cteES Eastern pDwet The people at large did uot 
perceive any very radical (litEtnoace as far as the payment 
Of moneys was concerned, under tire new Fry stem. Perhaps 
it would have turned Out well if it had lasted. But it 
was not destined to load. 

As soon as the funeral right;; of the dead king were 
ovorj and Theebaw Min had been spiinklod with the 
rsonsecratud water by the polinnas, ha proposed to marry 
" Selino Soph in/' and take the younger Eister, the Soo- 
payali Lat, along with her according to Agreement, Hot 
the tu-bin-deing was not wiping. On the contrary, she 
took the altogether unprecedented step of oubthig elf htr 
hair and entering a n unneiy, The alighted golden 
monarch was furious, The two luoklos maids of honour 
cf tbs Hcomful beauty had their bands chopped off hv 
the spotted man. 1 " What became cf the nun herself 
no one seems to know. Whether she is in her grave 
or in a jungle convent is a matter which neither her 
Friends nor hoi enemies will reveal, T'heebaw Min at 
any mte had to he satisfied with the Seo-payalt Lat IIo 
very Eocn found that he had quits enough to do with 
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bt;r. Tbo mother hwl always been known US rtmjig- 
n - bided; the daughter davelnped an even .fltefttsr amount 
of detennifl^oii, batrom them they booh Mdtwed 

the ruler of the umbrella-bearing tsMflfe to tiubmiBimjn. 
It bad never bean their intention that the Kin Woau-gy-BB 
should derive the gmatert part of advantage from the 
sebum* for tjitbiuciing the Tb»bn»' pm and they 
WuoJIy worked Wa mft>aty into a, state of dapMtfttiOfi* 
However mock he might be to We them, be soon bm^O 
ettlbwHiEHtogly testy with hie oouitiera, and fflfte* a time 
look to using what ™ flailed Tll&rrawaddy'a spurn: Koh u- 
boudg Min, that fisry descendant of Alompm, in bn latter 
yoara amused biroM-lf with spearing biu owirtisiE with 
a javtlni ho alwiyatept by him. Hiia trait, wkieh soon 
jrrisw infei a regular hcmifltdal mama, and led to h>& being 
smothered in tin and, seemed to. have broken out afresh 
in tbs young king, and the Bangoon pupom began to talk 
of hEmditery insanity. Been, however, the whole civilised 
w ]d WOE to to dMekfld. The queen mother and cfee Soo- 
myth Lot peiwtded the king that he would never be safe 
fin the print; CS were put out of the way, It is said that 
TbCflbaw Min at first flatly refused, and then, broken 
down try doily taunts* pleaded the danger from ttifl 
British Government Hero also, bnwawr, be was ovht- 
ruled. Tba queen dowager called in a Bmnpgan (not 
an BngMihmn), and asked wbftt would be done if nil the 
imprisoned pricLfles were ifl&ieanred 3' Ho illfcwered thero 
weald be a great Seal of talk and nothing more* So 
TbeehaW gave in, and said, " Bhin-ba any, lot them he 
cleared away;” ond seventy of the royal blood, men 
’women, and children, were smoldered in tbs neat throe 
Jays, and buried within the palace, in a long tnaoh dug 
far the purpose. The eblsst prince, tbs Mekhaya, a man 
nroilv three times Tbeebawa age, and hated for his 
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proud dememonr, died Ehriukidg for mercy at the 
hands of 3ji a own -atevcS, whom he had often tortured. 
The Thohusay miutba, equally overbearing m hip mining 1 , 
Wid a fjuaatjMd hater of the JCngliBb, whom he test no 
opportunity of insulting, gained in Inis death an esteem 
he bad never known white Jiving- With his test breath 
he hurled defiance and mprocutions at the brother whom 
he toad always riesplRed, ami prophesied a E])Ocdy and 
bteody end ter the "runaway monk." The weakly and 
gentle-mannered Ate.ingtohn murmured a prayer that the 
hideous Etu of murder might be pardoned to its instigator 
and perpetrators, and then i a signed his ueck to the club 
whioh Bent him to the bhSited Kilts of nat-d-ewaha. The 
princesses wisre subjected to nuifleteas barren^ and tlie 
treatment of the children recalled the days, when ravag¬ 
ing hordes inarched through the tend With babes flitted on 
their pike atelfs for ntandards- The peer eld regent of 
Fegn, governor at EungOtoi, when the British came in 
135i, had his nestrite and gullet crammed with gun¬ 
powder, and. was thus blown up. But the tale of borrom 
is not orte to enlarge upoa- They were conducted by those 
who are mow the king's most trusted advisers. AO tlm 
three days bands of music w<STO playing throughout thu 
palace, and dancers posturing to divert attention from what 
was going on, and to drown lite ertes of tile victims. 

The custom of putting to death ftU dangerous rivals on 
the accassiujl ef a new king, Isas unhappily become almost 
A recognised idling in Burma whenever there is a new 
sovereign, 11 any Eunf-ans defend it warmly, on the plea 
thOJt it sc curia the peace of lbs country. Where there iaf. 
so many of the royal blood, the appointinimt of tote, yossihly 
arnong the youngest, to the sujfnsmt power, cannot hut 
taad to discontent, breaking out into open rebellion when 
the slighted find thttosclvos strong enough to feci kope of 
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Elincesa fir a rifling. The secession of Mindohn Hi" was 
j narked. hy no sunk atiocitisa, but he cam* to tie thron* 
under emeptionni uirca instance ft. Ilia bror.he r, the Pflgfthn 
Mio, TiTiiS deposed because he would do nocking to make 
peiuit with the Etajjlbb, then threatening to occupy the 
cfipitftl, which they wore so near effecting ill the first wav 
of IP.El'i. The dfip««l king wrie allowed to live hftjjpy 
With his game cock& The people 'b idol, the fiery " War 
Priorw, ,f was passed over he cause he woe pledged to fight 
to the death, and there was an cxplist understanding tint 
he, or failing him, Ida issue, should succeed to the royal 
honours on the death of king Miudohti. That pious and 
enlightened monarch wos forced on the country by ft happy 
nacoreitv- But it was very di ffeieut when lie died. There 
was OO w to disbud the people, and further, there waa 
a multiplicity of candidates. The Governor of the hifth 
GtV; 1 ^ Synod find, dniijUff hts lifetime, fifty-three recognised 
wLvna. besides an indefinite number of handmaidEns. By 
the wives he had altogether eue hundred and tin children, 
forty-eight cons slid eaKly-two daughters. Of the forty- 
oiglit sous only twenty-four were alive at tho time of hi a 
nJeath, aud two of thaWi were detained as political prisoners 
in JudiHj the Mifigphn snd Mingoim-doing priooea, the 
OT-iginators of the rebellion of lSflti, when the “'War Trince “ 
was killed, and the king himself had a narrow escape. 
There were thus weuty-twO pcfgflbls sneeeasovg to the 
Golden Thwroa. One WftS ft luuatic— the Chabin Hintltt, 
hULV were little toys. nr.dm ten years cf ftgG, Others were 
disqualified for a variety of reasons, hut there ra maimed 
the Tbohnsay, tJse ifekbaya, the Nyoumr Yan, aud the.- 
KTvouug Okifip nil of whom wore considered ftft having oer- 
tuiiiLy greater cbn.i uiS than the actual successor. Theehaw 
Min wanted to keep them all in prison, and a range of 
barracks n actually being COOSlruCted for tlnjif occupa- 
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Ums when the iEULtSflcTes occurred, Whatever fern [guess 
may think, all ^hLimoua lay the guilt of tils erErutions at 
the do&r of the (jwuee and the queen dowager, When 
some -wieie killed, prudential motives, as wall as a ghoul- 
like thirst for blood, prompted the murder of all, and this 
aroardingly was carried out. Of all the twenty-four 
pdnM£* including the king, there remain alive avow "but 
four little boys in Suaictumy in Mandalay monasteries, 
one of them barely five yean* old, and the three refugees 
id India, one of tine fuur, tSsc Mingohn prince, having died 
il year ago. Of the princesses, thirty-five of whum 
survived their father, four were killed in the Irek™ary 
massacre, and t«euty-01te kept in confinement in the 
palace, Some of whom have almost certainly died of want 
nrr CKteniftl violence. The remainder were of too little ac¬ 
count to he taken notice of- Thirty-seven queens wens nlivt 
Urli£A the late king died. TLiirteuu fled when Ins illness 
beemne dangerous, and so extinguished themselves. 
Twenty-three are kept iu undorgromul dungeons, or 
under dose mo 1 veil lance iu the palace - one only, t.l i.r: 
mutilmr of the Hoklmyt, with ibuiteon of her diildren 
and grandchildren wai* killed in 187?, Tins is Hither 
it dismal list, imd the. shadow of it rusts over the- royal 
throne, Wlmther Theohitw Min was the direct author of 
the tragedy or not, tJjjc stain of the crime and the recollec¬ 
tion of it clings to him, A/tor its accompUshm&nt, tlio 
king fell mom and saozo under the malign influence of 
tine turmagimt queca- The fCiu Woon-gyce nod hie consti¬ 
tution were iguonumously bundled out of tlLe palace. The 
funner all-powerful minister is now little more than a 
private citi s^n, juid the vile conductors of the massacre* 
are tliE chief iu authority. With their lotteries and suOUO- 
polics they are fast hurrying the country to min, unless 
] t he to the blessing uf English rule. 

If 2 
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FsraonoJEy, Tkeehaw Min cannot he otherwise than 
mipcrahle- The harridan queen keeps liim in must 
hmnHn aubjoctEon. Hitherto every king of Bwm*i has 
had at leash four chEe£ queens, bhosO of the east, west, 
BortJi, and saoth palaces, of ■whom th6 southern queen was 
supreme, But BoO-psyah Lai parHBtfl in remaining sole 
controller of t!vo royal htfftyt. Terrible atOriess are told of 
the death by lingering torture which haa proved the 
portion of maids af honour 06 whose channs the ulih&ppy 
king is said to have looked with favour. As I write [in 
IlcEemhcr MSI) hia majesty m indeed said to have taken to 
Tfjfa the gTaad-dwightar of the Kampat kfi ngyea, a mirdstEr 
who famed one of tho Burmese embassy to England. But 
ho lias to hoop her in, a separate Suite, carefully protected 
by sold Lfriy h otn the infuriated Soo-payah Lab. Buck am 
U&WHtial state of til itjga, such a diHgraco as a WOQUfffa sliwo 
foi a king hnS never befallen any country before. A Fon 
tf-Sh ho™ in the end. of lS79*but he died of amallpui in 
the epidemic of Idiirch, 1ItiSLl, and a daughter in the cnad 
of the name year compares hut. badly with king Hind elm'a 
lhr££ or four a year. "Were the king to dio suddenly there 
would be bloody civs! war "before the nKxt possessor of tl ic 
Galdou Tltfotie could he obcsec. 

The king is practically a prisoner within his golden 
walls. No king of Hurmah is much given to leaving the 
palace. TosseF&ion cf it, with, the vast atSOtml which it 
contains, implies the subduing cf the entire country 
When a monarch goes forth to worship -at a pagodft or 
p re si i Is at some function, he leaves tire nandaw ia charge 
of the prince or El blister whom he can hast trust. But 
pool Thecbiw Min can trust no one, or FA any rate, believe;* 
tliat that is his state. There aue not naany Burmans, oei- 
tainly no low-country Bormans who would change places 
witli Siim r 




chatter xrx. 


KtMO tHEHRAW. 

[The FntlowiiiB thefo clu.'pfuH IT* 'uj ?£ie 2eng;lisi lund wiilih •m&ta or IJib 
H imgnua me-mi Lin, due! jjjvra ft* fotu^ofr’a View of Mb mojuij.,] 

L—i FRJVATH INTflftVI&W, 

Time was, when tc get an interview -wiili the Arbiter iV 
EddstonGQ was as diEEca’t a matter as to sen the Grand 
Lama* ar ih .a Sherif ul IsEana y f Mecca, When the 
SHTtaaffl of "'the Foreign Woman,” Hep Mosc Gmofous 
btajeatyj CJueeU Victoria, i mo tested in 1873 against the 
new sovereign 1 ;! anmmory settlement of doiacstm naatc&ra, 
Tllcobaw swore a royal oath by the sacred bans of Gautama* 
by the Lord, the Law and tin/ Assembly, the three pneeiou* 
tiling that- lie would ecvet look on a whiio man again, 
Tor a. year the vow was religiously kept* and ambition* 
" globe -trot ceit 11 and prying special correspondents wbio 
kept at a distance, futtl had not even the sctufutkii of 
being admittod within the outer gale of cbe nandaw. In 
time., however, the royal o&fFofis got lew, anil it WAS thought 
fool ish not to make use of the harhr-riau merchants, seek- 
j ng for monopolies ami grunts of forest land, and aide anti 
willing to pay enormous smug for such concessions- His 
majesty's ministers therefore speedily found means of 
relieving the great King of Righteousness fifoSft h-is solemn 
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QBtb The And printipto of Buddhist faith i9 charity. 
Haw, than, could the L«d of the Bwnff Ji g™ ™ 
menr, and adduce tome mile* on the noble HaghtfbUl Path 
hotter than by Ktoquering his jus* pono&ul antipathies and 
allowing fwatriokaa foreigners to grovel bftEare the apleti- 
dsrnx of his effulgence and ™oWp at ^ CWdMl FeG "' 
When owe they bad. eip&rionwd that supranot delight, 
his majesty’* ministers might hs iratod to see that tbo 
wealth of the mfiXahantH was made to subserve, the royal 
in is i L*to And so it canto to pose that ThceU-w hint 
recerred it ferc spirals* ™ 1 Mid their friends, and has ended 
by emitting nil audience to any European that cars get a 
mister to ftpenh for hiss And so the Golden Hairs hjt' 
forgotten, and the three precious things calmly Rented. 
Still the royal barbarian is not comfortable at shew intor- 
viewa. and always has A took about him SB if he luul 
rt Ktoton the spoons" and thought you knew it. 

Securing an interview is net slwitya an M^y mattor, 
oj-.leSH yon arc 0 great capitalist, desirous ot a grant tot'riC- 
wliere/ If you merely wish to see his majesty, the process 
is somewhat difficult. You probably. ftpply (irat of ail to 
the ChAVftliff Andreiuo, Italian Consol in Mandalay. and 
mfUftor-cF ceriianoniea and mysterkma Jr doing duty" man 
at the Burmese Court lie m&y get yotf the desired 
andiMloe, but more probably refers you to one of the 
lilgher minister*. Almost certainly these officials, vf 1 -.] say 
that it is impossible for you to EW the king, llh majesty 
to toe biLirv, 11 working hard all day at ftlftiirs of state, and 
they gasC stolidly upon you. You regret the euwfimstance 
Bitremely, make tha minister a present of a few hundred 
rupees, and continue to deplore your had luck. Then be 
brighten* up suddenly, recollects that on such aid such a 
dixy his majesty to possibly free. He will find out and do 
his best tor you. 
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Next day you are told tbit *#l interviow wiil bo granted, 
that tb & king of kings graciously permits you to come nut! 
pluCt yotir bead under his gilded fe*t. If you uM a wiao 
min mid ba-ve bean wtned by ccnsii'lerftte frlenda, you 
will now comtDeuca to practise sitting uu your feet. It 
is as w&U to rfihBanw ibe process freaiu-cistly beforehand, 
for they must be tucked away bo tl'iftt his majesty cannot 
hob them. j and if you do not- bud the most agreeable way 
of ejecting tko concealment, your audience will bo chiefly 
memiliable to you for frightful agony, a vast amount of 
internal '■'popular laJJgttflge," wilI vom of vengeance Again be 
the ministers, who seem to hftvo an nxitatiirg faculty ol 
grinning all down their books. 

Tbs journey to t.ba palace is not a pleasant jjreparatEorl. 
It is too hot to rido, and accordingly you decide: to go iu 
the apnthao&ia uf & (1 ng-kcnnol on wheels, which dce&duty 
for a, carriage in Mandalay. Tbsrs is IftOt room for much 
mure fba one Englishman on tile ysIucIb, and tbe only 
wy you can get- in ia by serftinbhug over rhe backs of the 
bullocks. J Hholl never forget my first erapcriiWice of a 
Mandalay carn-igO- Alter mi exciting ten tiiinuccs spun* 
iu trying to circumvent ft kicking bullock, I at length got 
in and ant down eft tbo floor' j -"theia are HO scats to gasc 
out at the round kola by which I bad got in. Tbe rest of 
the party followed, Cflcb man in a hennol of bis owo.. Tim 
boasts set off ftt A swinging trots over roads of the Oftrlv 
deprived order, and ill A couple or romute& we were all 
regretting that wC did not brave tbo auo ftnd rid-B, or evCu 
walk. However, tbo drivers disregard cur entreaties, and 
hustle up their cattle ftll tbe more energetic idly. We past 
over tbs moat, and through the anenuous wooden gateway 
into the willed town. Wo enter by the fWOmfflfla gate, 
the south-western, tbe only one through which corpses am 
allowed to be- taken from tbe city. It is almost in variably 
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used by Englishmen as being the nearest to the Residency 
and tbe river, but no upper-class Burman will pass through 
it, if he possibly can avoid doing so. After five minutes 
more jolting we arrive at tbe outer stockade of the palace, 
and get out of our conveyances with some alacrity nnd a 
lot of bruises. Immediately inside the gate is & guard¬ 
house, with a cluster of the royal soldiery, who, as we come 
up, squat down on the ground and hold their Enfielda in 
front of them at the third motion of the present, looking 
like frogs trying to climb a tree. 

We cross a wide open spaoe, pass through the “ Red 
Postern," and turn to the left, for it is to be a private 
reception, and we do not ascend the stepB to the Hall of 
Audience. We pass a gallop which Tlioebaw has had laid 
down for his ponies, and enter the Royal OardenB. They 
are not much to speak of. Laid out in squares, with 
raised paths, deep brickwork canals running in every 
direction, grottoes and “ fads ” of all aorta in every available 
place, they are rather tiresome, and we prefer to talk to a 
remarkable gentleman who meets us here. This is the 
Pan-gyet Woon, or governor of tbe glass manufactories— 
* rather a mysterious title, Boeing that there are no such 
works in the royal city. But names mean anything or 
nothing in Mandalay. 

A * leary " man is the Pan-gyet Woon. As we shako 
bands with him ho smiles demurely, and says he regrets 
he cannot offer us “a liquor.” “Wine or spirit*, you 
know, are not drunk in the palace,” and an apparition 
suggestive of a barbarian wink, flite across his face. Wo 
have not long to talk with him, however. Everything, be 
says, is ready, and we make for a side-door into the palace, 
or rather into one of the numerous audience chambers 
connected with the nandaw, each having a name of its 
own, and being used according to his majesty's whim. 
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We are to bft receive in 6lie HmaTV-gww, 11 the Crystal 
Pahrec,' r so Called from the dectiralion of ita walla, resplen¬ 
dent with bita of loobtnj-glaES and ssinA We have W put 
off our aboea bofors ^topping into the- palaco, and do so 
not without dire nuiargiviuga. for in timoa gone by we lmd 
been io sea liiug Min do bn, and h&ve lively recokeciiona of 
tl ie nai U in the floor. A Butman, tliey say, n&vor lilies to 
Jiniah anything, and therefore doea not drive, home the 
nails iu the plunking of his bouao. People more Versed 
1 U the ways of the nantlAw assurt that Ulis is not (.lie true 
reason, and declare that it ia an ingenious method of 
making the presuruptuens kuliidi Approach the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Lord of Laud and Sea in respectful 
fasliknij with Iris eyes humbly lowered. It certainly is 
very effective in that way. Yon eon not gaze about you 
with any degree of freedom when you have a luvJtilMj 
suapiflit>n that the uoxl stop will drive A nail into the ball 
of your big toe. Consequently every one nsed tu go in 
with meekly, downcast Jhee, stud respect to the sovereign 
w«ys thus tr mmphanily enforced. But Tbesbaw diailaina 
such petty nays of compelling outward rape Ok Has be 
not marls tbo TUngliah Kn rid-lit nm away 'i Or porbapa it 
is tbs Euro])cau experience of the Pamgyet- Worm that we 
have to thank. A* any rate, the corridors; and passages 
are covered with thick soft- cur [Kits, three or tour deep, 
and we walk along in comfort, if with a somewhat 
undressed feeling. 

It is not far to tho Htnaw-gftW. We find the chamLer 
abnest empty A think carpet, woven iu one pLOCu, Co7cre 
tbs floor, and tlis fiir aide is raised a ooirpb of faet ahove 
the rest of the room. On this dalta standa a couch. The 
Pan-gyet Woon tells us to ait down nod not to apeak. We 
obey, and stare at ftEi* couch and 0 door btsbind it Again 
we have misgivings, bQndolm Min uaod to keep visitors 
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Waiting a trifle (jf an tour or so, till they so cramped 
than they had to be hoisted on tOth«r lsgE. But It- is not 
so with bis son. Ha oSin€a (Jmoat immtdifttely, jerking 
L.Luiseif suddenly in at the duor, as if somebody hud stuck 
a pin into him behind, walks frumedly to the umoh, kick¬ 
ing off bis slippers an th« way, and throws himself upon 
ife, with tia elbows, sunk in tbe eriBisen and gold cushions. 
Hs looks straight at us for about thirty sKotuk and then 
fails to examining hia finger-nails wsd the co-cpet. Ilo 
La eipharrsasul; his father Was embarrassing. Tho pious 
potentate used to KTntilli&a bis viaiturs (at a distance of 
twenty feet oi so) through a field-gift^, and people who were 
net DY&mWed uaad to rtLll, which requited nap korHn tion. 
King Theehaw colTlCS flJfJM nxcept that there is a page 
with’ chertrata. The gigantic gold tpitUion and hotel-nut ho:-: 
and Other saliva ting emd chewing pmaphcntalijl, which 
weic, deposits before his late lamontedl father are wanting. 
Ilo koo&lts off tins ash of hie green, cheroot oa she carpet 
niwi prsscntly ict-t it go out. Meanwhile 4hc than “daw-si u, 
the rOJwl heuiJd, has carom Sliced chanting our names, 
business, and tire list of our preheats. This is done Lit a 
high-pitched recitative, and talcs a long time, for all the 
names, styles, and titles of hit: majesty are declaimed for a 
matter of quarter of an hour, each sentence ending with a 
Ii>iy^3rawn paya-a-ah. 

At Iasi it it over, and Thee taw asks if w$ are welL W u 
anSlOUnee that we are, ajvd the interpreter, who through¬ 
out* "playa it rather low down upon us/' says that hy his 
majesty’s merciful permission we are in tire enjoyment 
of perfect health, Thccbftw then demanda oar buSii- 
r.cas. Tire intnrpL'efcnr replies that, we have come hs 
view the glories of his Majcstyl mighty kingdom, and tc 
lay out heads under his golden feet This lb a lengthy 
formality, far an o pi to me of the titles come* in with every 



ns.] KINO TTHSEEiTV-A PRIVATE INTERVIEW. m 


answer. Tbecbaw looks very ill at sobs, and has an 
occasional glance ai ns out o£ the tail of hiss eye, Having 
inquired [tfUir th* well-being of tji* QuMiq the Vie si my, 
the Chief C«WIlKRiOD<Uf of British Burma, and bi& dear 
broth cr-S Lu Calcutta, wElq, h& hopca, firm being well treated, 
as befits their runk, it Beams as if there was gmug to bo 
a suddfiu end tm the audience, to avert which we wildly 
grMp at the idfift of saying that we bad take ft tickets in 
the royal lotteries, but IlM not been successful in the 
drawing- His mtyesty twirls bis clmromt over his guilder, 
which in a sign that be wants a light, and says be is very 
Sony, but hopes we will try again. We uonotimco that wu 
am going to make another Attempt, and add, in the 
dcspemhi hope of getting 3lls majesty into a CQUtl'OVetsy, 
that lotteries ore considered A. very had tiring for the 
people in Europe, Tlie interpreter gases fur thtec- 
qu&keflS of a Second reproachfully ah us and says, thud "by 
reason of bis majest/s groat might, glory, and clemency, 
Wft sue e.Tnnj!cragrd to make a fresh venture, and dlutb we an: 
lost m ■wonder at tlie wisdom which has. fallen upon Sud l 
a method el' increasing the revenue, a system winch bad 
never occurred to the iwil hi minuted luinda of barbariAn 
finanmiafiats. Burmese is a kmjgusge with which some of 
U3 tire Aoquuiiitodj IwHl wfoich AJfbrds xtn ufsii&l facilities fur 
tlie relief of tlie irritated mind, hot while we am hesitating 
us to whether vc rind I break th rough Court etiquette and 
address the great Lord of l-hghfcsmnsaess munch to mouth, 
Thecbaw gracdcusly remarks that he is .Lrk-id to bear ilmi 
the wisdom of bis ministers has increased the knowledge 
of political economy in the world, mid fid da that he is un¬ 
acquainted with any trade whir:It for an outlay of two 
rupees will bring in a return of ton thousand. Having 
announced ikat he will give orders to bis bolts and woun s 
to show us. every respect while wc remain under Use 
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(Wot of hi* throne, ha M&Mf &* U P “ 

rapidly »« hAfl*pB«*L TtoPffi-^ «* ^ 

M 1*0, ' l^S ■» tJ ™ *“ 

aorr of thin^" and we obey with paat aLnintj, »nd are 
mauled outfliil* with Wdy and ™«r of <™d*nfcte 
poured out of a tea-pot into tta-cupa. 
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KING til EE HAW. 


II.—THU MiUTT-TTTLED. 

Hiu most g-lwiffUii excellent majesty, the present ruler 
nf the city of Mandalay, or Yettnna-liohng N ay-pyee-daw, 
ruler of the sea and land, kid of the rising ana, sovereign 
of the empires of ’fknm&rpflranta und ZuupaG-dupa, and 
of other groat empire r and countries, and king of ail tiio 
umbrella-bearing chiefs, lord of Ulo initios of .Lfold, fiih'OTj 
mhieu. ikinliar, and tins noble serpentine., chief of the 
Saddan, or culcstind elephant, and muster of many white 
elephants, tlse importer of religion, owner of the seBcyn, 
or India's weapon, the sun-dia see iuled monarch, sovereign 
of Ghc power ftf life and death. great chief of righteousraM, 
king of kings, and possessor of boundless dominions and 
supremo wisdom., tho orbiter of sxistmoo, bos a very hail 
ch&raofer. Ho killed Iris brothers Hitfl sisters and lie 
drinks gin. 

Ho is very far front being a fool for All that. All Elis 
predecessors killed certain of their relatives too, when 
they came to the throne j only they hud nui so many up, 
Tbnebftw* and there were no electric telegraphy in these 

days, Resides they had not such pressing need to dear 
the field, Theebaw was pat On the throne by a palooe 
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intrigue, and if be bad not diaper) of hlfl brntbara 
would probably have tilled him. So say? ^11 hit Jn^ntyri* 
subject*, and (hey ought to know, Tho drinking of 
plebeian gin is another matter, Mid is likely to be the ruin 
of tin many-titled monarch- It is telling on him fejfft, 
When ho prune to the throne ho was a vary goodJonting 
young mftn tho handsomest Eurmmi ID the country, 
pacplu usad to Say. Twa yvara Mid a half ham, hoW&vOr, 
inada a very grout difference. Hifl majesty'a flat noshu 
become flatter than ever; h:fi eyes, have sunk deep into 
Their sachets, like Emails in a fright j and his round fox 
is all bloated sjid blotched. When bud mi interview 
with him, tlift fair £JoD-p&yuh Lei, I lis majesty 3 cotigort 
flenmed tin have hcen asserting her authority, for ho had 
an estcrudvo Bttatch, reaching from bis eye all OTfflr hri 
left cheek, and it did not improve bis personal appearance. 
His majesty on the whole looked rather “hipped M on tbai 
occasion. It was a private interview certainly, fttd we 
did not there fin a oxpcCt to we him gfflfg&ffU# in a «lk 
BBjecat and spire-like thampoO, nr crown, But it ssOmOd 
Eoracwhat negligent to appear in & soiled white short 
o&at and a plain cheek-pattern, yellow Sol It poach, such ns 
any ordinary townsman migti wont. In his ears certainly 
worn splendid gold cylinders, with magnificent clnstera of 
diamOlds and emeralds at ohe ends, and on his iin.Gu- 
glistened i'l sapphire ring, worth a monarch's ransom. 
There w»3 ft spray uf diamonds in his hair too, hut it only 
sufficed to draw uttoation to the fact tbnx ho -,vons a good 
doal Of fatw hail and hud been remarkably nnflUMflBsfhl in 
concealing tine borrowed trcssoH. ill Burmaus wear their 
tang hair Lied up in a lnot an the tap of then htad- 
Thcohaw, however, stepped out of a monastery CO to fbs 
therms, and in tho monactiedea every ono has Lie head 
shaved, Tho royal Jjp.hr has therefore not bad lime to 
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g*OW vary lung yet. and hie niaj est.y make’s up fesa yoiitfg, 
oi top knot, with false tOtoSSCS, ns many h ambler Barmans 
do, only tlitiy take;- care aver it, which ho doe? not, This 
hs tlie worei sign of rd] j for when & Bunmm ceaa&s to take 
pride in bis hair tie must he vary ftuf gone. 

There are very considerable doubts as to in* Majesty's 
legitimacy. In any case he is not & pure Bunnau. Hie 
mother had A good deed of wild Shan blood in her veins, 
duat before Theehaw's birth jt wor discovered that Iris 
mother Wflfl uopaidombly intimate with a pokn-gyee, one 
of the mendicants of the Koyat Munafitoryn The monk 
was thrown into prison and died there very suddenly of 
official coho. The queeu was sent to a nunnaiy, where 
aba remained till Theebaw came to the tlncne. She had 
hotter have Stayed there for good. A year age- there was 
a fearful scandal, Scone thirty people about the Churl 
were bBbeaded and tb.O queen dowager was relegated 
to the convent, 

Theebaw himself was brought up iu an uncle's house 
and used to be uiltw ercifullybu 11 s ed by Ida cousins, When 
JDr, Marks* the eminent SjB.O, iniKssamoy, came to 
Mandalay and OFtabkebed a school, the lato king asked 
what was tfit best nge far a Bunnan to conn nonce learning 
English. TIlb revcrend gentleman said, ** About twelve 
years old,'* King Miudolm called for “all his sons that 
were- twelve years eld or thereabouts. ,r Eleven were pro¬ 
duced and among rheui was Tbeebaw. The future king 
went tu tlie royal school, but he sat- Apart horn bis Laos 
victims, and never came to school on the same elephant 
with thom. He whe a surly, morose boy, nat very good at 
his lessons, and ouco or twice nwrrowly caenplng the usual 
result o£ snob conduct. I bolicve he was never actually 
birched, but lio hod several tJntCS to stand in tho earner. 
When he left he WS3 able to read a little, but he baa 
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fomfeton all Ml En^iah w*- Hl -‘ k ' ^ ^ l)C 
SdMffHt sJo^d a^y i> fMdj g^ pMdllhm flMj 

to t -Id *ut «d ^ 

language to airy tm who Wed hum Hj w =■•'■ 

ySfiS* Of ** kvtoh by a month «tjro. ™ itog 

SdflSlg wil.h liis. brother* Mid bo lyra^ the 

l v * who atteedad 1dm and earned bm cherootf ^ betel- 

nut But nobody paid attention to --a 

then For be was twBEtdeth or thirtieth -on and the 

MAkt*yftFrin^ the eJdeat, might rnj easLly bare been 

hjft lather. or even g n ^oio I r.tr. , r . , , 

After be left the 3JP.O. Itoyal School, Krug Mmdobn 
Infl do birn ft koyin, a ncophaut. in Ute i^m***^. 
There be seemed to get on bettor. At any rate when liu 
^vitiate ™ over, be pasted «ith bourns U *to» 
r^n, an examination in the Y*c*wM tboha-bouug. the 
ll^o'-baRket^oftbe Bcddhvb to, and annd^f Otlier 
volumes at ritual and eodtroverfly. Thifl vrbat fir*t 
d'L".'i r the old king'* attention to bin Mindobn Jim WM a 
Vf-i v nimia Old gentleman ami bad ft parUeular delight m 
ala title -of Chavener of the Fifth flMftt Synod, When 
therefore young Thechw mad* a K«s to the Ttunr^a 
TheOloriciiL Tripos, bis father bared everybody wrth bis 
tali about the jnvtthl* divine, nJid was not far On 
ijniinnrng that bo wub an embryo Euddh. TbafiW an 
avator of Amatoadehya. i Mmtflt m the Ration 
Army! Other pedjiJe knew bettor even them EVCB m 
these days Thecbaw weS a di^eracn.ful little rip, The 
present Queen of ibo fcouth and naiidry other little pGtfi- 
ewtojeamo to flirt with him and bis oOtopamons m tho 
monastery An aflcatie should not svnn look at- a woman 
and the old ItyOMng-poli-gtib, the abbot or the royal 
mrud-canta vaa terribly Hcamlalited, and it is wbupered 
about that be tied the raffish young pi no sling's hands up 
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to a, tree said 41 spanked 71 him soundly. Seme colour ■ is 
lent 60 tho report by ths feet. that TbOobaw dittnitt&d tJbc 
venerable teehtae as &Oon as bo ascended tHa throne. 
Ho waver that may ho, the old hiti£ heard nothing about 
it sad went on believing the ''Senior Tbeclcg " to ha a 
miracle of piety and learning and the sacred' cooks and 
hens On Mandalay Hin bad double rations for a month in 
honour of the event, $1 erertbeliMfl, ho did not by any 
moans in lend Iheebaw to succeed him on the throne. 
The Nyomtg Van wm the mail he named, But the. 
mother of the Soo-payah Lat, now Theebaw's queen, took 
the matter in hand. She knew d'rat Theehnw TV a* deeply 
in lave ’with her danglnver, and thought she could easily 
manage the mOou-Struck, Plji-spOutmg nfivice. Sho com¬ 
municated her views to the Rir Woon-min-gys-e, the bead 
of the ministry. That crafty old gentium an vat equally 
deceived and thought he would have no trouble in lead" 
ing the veydant recluse as ho pleased. The matter a'as 
arranged; the elder pcaH wotc all seised and thrown 
into prison before Mir.dohn Min died. Thoabaw humoured 
the Kin WOMi-idi tt-gy®* for a short time and let him 
formulate a wonderful production which the Turanian 
Foreign Secretary called a constitution, When the simple 
quondam mendicant found himself firm on the thrune, and 
when the Nyoung Yau, Lis great fear, had getaway from 
the British Presidency in Mandalay, and was Safe in 
Calcutta, Theetaw throw off the mask, Elght^ais of bin 
blood rotations were battened and choked to daoth, or 
buried diva. The Kin Woon-gyoc’s boetard constitution 
was crumpled up arid chucked over the frontier, and 
Theehaw stood forth as the moat inlHuWn of a long line 
of savage despite. The Kin Woon-mm-gyea is now 
practically rtesktute all power, and ho lists rOlUO to be 
very humble to the young iuaocent whom he fondly 
VOL. II, ° 
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thought to mould to his will. More than all, Theebaw has 
achieved a certain kind of popularity with his subjects. 
He insulted our representative and blustered at all 
foreigners, and finally frightened the Indian Government 
by covert threats, into suddenly withdrawing the whole 
pertcnvnd of the Residency. Then it was announced by 
sound of gong all over Bunnah, British as well as Inde¬ 
pendent, that tho Sovereign of Land and Water, by reason 
of lus great might and glory, had caused t.he hated 
English to flee from his sight, and would, in his own good 
time, carry the great peacock flag to the south and plant 
it once more on tho shores of the Gylf of Martaban. 

It is a great triumph fox the shaven-headed, bastard 
mendicant, and it will ho remembered about him quite as 
long as tho fiendish cruelty of his massacres. We have 
certainly not done with Tlwebaw yet We cannot go on for 
ever keeping strong garrisons at Thayct-myo and Toung- 
oo^our frontier stations, where the soldiers have little else 
to do but dio of fever and cholera, and heat^apoplexy. 
Constant scares ruin the trade in Rangoon, and as Lard 
Ripon sayB, when wo are attacked in our mercantile 
interests we are wounded in our most irritable point. The 
abrogation of the monopolies is little better than a sham 
and the negotiations for a new treaty are little more 
sincere. Thee haw will not receive a new Resident in the 
Royal City, except shoeless and practically lying on his 
stomach. We can hardly agree to that again. Some day 
there will come a rupture and Thcobaw’s valiant soldiery 
will kill him and “ strike for home,” holt as hard as 
they can. Then we had better annex the country. 


CHAPTER XXI, 


king THfiaaa.w, 

IIF.'—A KADaW DAT. 

"The princes, Use gtfvernora, and the captains,. the 
judges the tjreMKurera, the caunseUor^ tin; [sheriffs, muI ail 
the rulers of the provinces were gathered together and fe|] 
down aXi.d wshipped bt wliat time they beanl tlau sound 
of the cornet, flute, h&rp, ftooitut, psaltery, dulouuer, and 
all kinds of musie.” 

That is ivo exact description of tlte COime of proceedings 
in Hsml&lay on a kadsw day. The gentlemen of the eourd 
and hand aa aforesaid, in the plam of Lara, must have 
greadv resembled T’heebaw'e wershippersi, though we should 
he very sorry to asfKiEO NehuchadnOaEar's nmtio so far as 
to compare him with the bibulous young monarch, ol 
Emma. A kadaw-uay, means literally translated K a beg- 
p&rdnir day* On auefr occasions all the officials Mid must 
eminent nasn ill the country have to came to the psdooft 
and do homage and won5dp at the Golden Test- Thors 
may be as many 41 Ecg-parCOn Hftys 11 during the year aa 
ilia Majesty pleases, hut the meat regular and tic Et-attended, 
!iu well as the most brilliant, ftTC always fit the heginning 
and end of Lei it, which extends, roughly apEaking, from 

0 2 


OTMAMi BIS W* "JI> t™ 

f ££I P ^o,!» 

ff-- -si iS st **- 

**" the o“0 'y 1 L '-'- ' . gim ™ £U f to fast and be pious 

Jkirius Lci> ^. eV ^[ j On the conclusion of 

a^g&cB, if is ftttij *g fibftt all 1 ojhI ■ubjBBtB 

pii^ti a pc,riK* f , -lUtimds u> the Great Lord <sf 

s\ufldi\ itinc-'if ^tratc themselves with bumble 

l W J '^Tb? iL-miicU feet Thfl giving of plants 

ITkSi'-W *> « the■ king tfitot. JM.»t 

.._[r jcprtsentad ftH a depr^atOTy offeril ^ a7trt 5fiMrTei 

nurjiRkniont far offisnoisfl. , rrn t , j 

F Tin- whole town is s* jW* ™ m^ 0 ™' ^ W 

It W« rimw, « the Mnsfemuifibn seen® in a 
T lS mn the 9Uy-at-ho.no Engfe***^ id^ of »p» 
EwuitlificMlCS, are he nothing oanjWKd to P™ 0 ®™ 
round tbu moo* wlridi «» *ty «*■«*«* 

nomni with which WO will not farther prate tbe render; 
C 40 b man nmOjiLpanicd and ndurnijd with bit Utmost 
pOKtsiuiiE m the way of man, Wt» weapons &0.d IKHt* 
file prwdly reurnl preparatory to Bnttohlg the placa The 
tlfluripliMj of !1 prince' ■ ardor of going may suffice to gfo 
mi ulea of tha whole, first OOPS tho Etta* pn«mg 
nhicng with their fosora and hoarse fthc ntimg a. yelling to 
Everybody to dear tho way, rcgiudlfr39 of the fact that the 
populace ib dl daw* on it® knees by the side of the road, 
uliiddnu^ re •* eientially- They are about, hnlf-a-deaen in 
nuisdn'r, and h> a almrteightod man tike myself, appear to 
bn stiit-naked. A cIoecf iuspeccioiL with a glass, however 
iiimada the fotft 6hat they have Ei7W.e regard for decency, 
if tl.i-y 3i;*v.d little for anything eke. Behind the el cornea 
tho family hand, luaying, and clashing, atld tOStliug it* 
Joudfet. Undisturbed by the din, stalk composedly La the 
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roar iLalf-n-dnseu elephants, ths first couple splendid 
tnakera, in complete war-array„ with fighting liowdaha on 
their back3, and brilliant Ild usings trailing to the ground; 
tho second prux, with ordinary furnishings, sad vhe others 
with pn further incumbrance than the Bi&houf. On their 
bucks. As a a nr to these as their eyces con persuade them 
to go, eapCr a number of led horses, barnfcflScd with gay 
scarlet saddles, and saddle flops, with tassels of the same 
colour sweeping the earth- Immedifltdy in their rear is 
a brighc-buod flood of retainers, armed with gnus, spcan 
and swords, and many carrying Fans of aU Eorta and sisses. 
Ideating Over their head like a great red oloud, id the 
princes wide, Sfttin-fi icgod umhreUn, or perhaps in may he 
a gold One, if he enjoys hie master's favour. Then there 
is a rabble oF hrudy-ECrv;mta, carrying a go Id-sheathed 
swonl, a velvet pillow, spittOOAS, total unit hoses, and a 
variety of Other things of nees mere cr leas obvious. Lost 
□i all, aitrrounded by his pay* tody-guard, cornea the min- 
yyce himEoli, reclining in a wan, a finely-carved litter, 
bonus by many shoulder^ Many of the officiulE are, of 
Karrae, unable to make soldi a grand display this, but 
every one door his utmost to surpass hie folloivE in some 
point or other, and the result 1(5 a spectacle wluoh would 
famish abundance of valuable notions to a pantomime 
SKpic avt.iat racking Ida tama for novelties. 

All the retinue ie left outside when they come to the 
nan daw &ad ascend the bro&d flight of stops, flanked by 
the two great gilded cannon, and approach the yohn-diw, 
the magnificent hall of audience, At elated points they 
pay towly reverence to the gtacefa! s-pii-e which riae-Fi ever 
the throne and marks the centre of tbu palace, of the town, 
of Burma, and therefor* of the universe, Inside the 
yobn-daw each man has hie special place, according to his 
rank, Englishmen being ordinarily- told off with miniateia 
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Of she third sate. They sit there fuitl smoko, pI^MIj 
awaiting everts. 

Ike Hall of Audieoee is u fins ™ lts ‘ tlQcl 3 

s. long eolimmfld ciiiunbar, with gilt and rad pUvn, ^d 4 
profusion of The walls are made gorgeous, 

with bite of looking-gl*.^ porcelain, fragments of sine and 
iarngluH, and qwer odds aid ends fastened on with n 
jesitrma gum. This style of tfflHHPe;ntation is pecoliarly 
Burmese. and is mlfr very Staking thwigh the mu&xnla 
may not ae£in premieing. The effect of tile whole ia 
unique, tf a httl* bewildering- It is like a compound 
clnomotjapa Out of order, But somehow there m an 
impraasion of tawdriness, and the national Bupdmb chvb- 
laeflUOSS appears through &ll. Round the tops of the 
wo ode u widlt runs beautifully ettfved lattice-work, hut 
some of it has got broken in one place, &fld ftt another all 
the gilding has come off. There are some richly Ortift- 
mantad doors, but hinge* hu-VC not been uVftj labia when 
they were put up, or hc,ve been last since, and t.ia doors 
hang askew on the fold support of what apptor to be 
two pieces of barrel-hoop nailed on. Nothing more 
cbsisctmEtrctkily Bunnsn could he unagi c.ad. 

The thro he stands ftt the fai end of the hail On 0 kind 
of rfused dais It dnnimskeD by a grkdfltioii of lit do 
kdgflfl to nod-haight, and Iben similarly elands, Ek* OM 
dilapldated pyramid thrust down on another. 1 base of 
tha royal blood sit ordinarily on either side of it, but 
there are lamentably few of the royal blood nowadays* 

£ very one is collected now. 'The scene is fitlflll 113 can 
ho seen nowhere m the world but in HurtfUi, and m Burma 
only in parfaction jn the Halt ef Audience. A Bunuaw 
crowd ia always a gay sight, bat when all tli£ highest in 
tAg land have assembled ul the yohu-(law,it is magnificent. 
The TannysOulan " wind-stined tulip bedH ,J is a tempting 
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phrase, ln.nl; !{ hardly ssms sufficient. A stirabout cf 
rainbows has an oriental sound about it, sad perhaps mare 
lltly suggest') tbo brilliant contrasts of colour. What a 
magnificent sight it must l>e from the tbruno ; the eye 
passing ovet the gaily dreassil figures, enery fane bent lew 
to the ground, down the bread tteps, and through the 
towering eastern gate, over spires and pagoda.? away to the 
shaggy dark Shan hills beyond, like the entries to King 
Arthur's palace that— 

" OjwiL'd Brain tiw hall 
At aaD CTiil nil?, tliftt (JMT. irpAIl .l 
Q f LsrsS jiRTHirjcii whan: tlie ting tt field ptice 
At W.NVISJ, £LlLll£ OTBT Jll3.il! HUE Wood j 

AnO dovjL Jbcm UiH r. JarJly Htujw^y rinped 
Till l«t in Ldomng tw«e uid tops of towera. 1 * 

Littfe wander the king of Burma thinks himself a deity. 

Meanwhile tho Collected worshippers smoko cheroots and 
chew betel, and talk freely. Suddenly a little boll tinkle^ 
and every one ii grovelling an Iris stomach in a second. 
A purple curtain is drawn aside, end down a long corridor, 
laid with crimson and gold carpet, the Sovereign of Life 
and Heath courts with a hurried, uneven Step. He is in 
frill regal dreg?, aud the bread gold collar of the B&lnk and 
tbs towering jewelled crown on biu bead, seem to weigh 
heavily on him OS he ascends wearily to the throne, 
Now comes tho presentation of the kadftw. The actual 
pmsontK are aJl lying tumbled in a heap somewhere, and' 
h)S majesty probably nevEr Eeea them at all. JuStS are- 
made out on palm-leaf, scratched OH with a sharp-pointed 
style, and these are brought up by it ihan-daw-hkan- The 
sight is in serery way a remarkable one, and quit* in 
keeping with the semi-barbaric character of the Bumronnd- 
ings, The herald starts from tha eastern £.«ite, about throe 
hundred yards! C-ff, and in full view from the hall the 
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vUh way. Axma the wide open space between the 
OoteC aid inner stockades, and up between etus gilded 
oanudn he comes, with ft fantastic, prancing gait, wOTlUfc 
the pahn-leavw at etrm'a length, and bowing lowly to the 
ground it every ten {UK, Up the step# ttod between a 
long double Hna fflf the gorgeously uniformed ahmw-duv 
and the blue jacketed nifttinea with the anchor on theta 
spiked helmets, all presenting arms. Throughout tllC 
whelo eeiemony, the courtiers within the ball, at interval ft 
of ft minute or kss, raisO ft fong-drawn shout of payab—a 
word oppressive of When at last the tban-daw- 

KkctP reaches the throne he bows thrive, depots the 
palm-leaVCi reverentially, and liflS probe. They arc 
rend out in part, or altogether, or not- at all, according 
to hm mqoflty'B pleasure- Then be wmmfiMffl ta talk. 
He is much mere fluent in a grand audience than be is at 
a private interview. He ;i 5 bs one minister bow the lottery 
under bis charge i& filling np ; another wlist Dewa there 
is from the army now fighting against the Sharia: ft 
French engineer'ta questioned with regard to some works 
going on in the royal gardens; n. governor oE ft remote 
province egjoinfid to be regular in collecting the ngwny* 
daw, the poll tan. His monastic studies have given him 
command of ft oopiouH fund of lofty moral fio.jingn h and 
nhese be scatters about freely, and ttlldfl a.way aspitfintfl 
to the royal favour exultant tU the feeling that acme 
golden woids have been addressed, if not ta them directly, 
at any rate ta sOLine one near thciii 30 the row. An 
nudicncO occasionally lasts ft oouple of hours, SO that 
Europeans, if they are a* all stiff in the joins are apt ta 
get frightfully, cramped, and affbsd wonderful amusement 
to infthclauH old wejuj by tiieir uneasy attempts to And a 
more comfortable ar-raugomont of tbelr legs, Such recep¬ 
tions are, therefore, ret in favour with Englishmen, t accept 


SKTrjl KIUO THEKBAW—A EADA.W DAY. Ml 

those who may he in the JOv&l Eorvica, or who are 
negotiating for A grant of scmo kindj end therefore Wish 
to be well with hie ma-j^dy. The king smokeg a gigantic 
white oh a root At! the time, and cLlbvvc betel gimuH&aCcuialy, 
making' up the morse! himself very often. At American 
tv ho ifiAcrviewed his majesty lately, W8S- Struck with 
admiration at the akdl with which Theehaw manages to 
salivate without removing the cheroot from his mouth, but 
& fastidious KiigU’ticrjan is inclined to think he might wipe 
Ills chin afterwards without being accused of superfluous 
labour, Many of those in the hall smoke also, hut the 
operation cannot he conducted with wily great degree of 
comfort when your nose la dose to ths nether extremity 
of the spine of the man in front of you. 

Thee haw's apparent affability ajt these public aijcJicaCOS 
counteracts the effect of any ether habits he may have, 
not so favourably viewed by thddlu-sts, And there can be 
uo -doubt that he is on the whole- more papular than any 
king of Burroa has beuu sines the days of Alo-jnprn, the 
founder of the dynasty. Nevertheless apart fmm big 
dissipated habile, it is Very unlikely that he will make old 
boiitig. There is too much scheming and plotting going 
cm in Mandalay just now for that. IC The chaw dies a 
natural death he will ha kicky. In the mcandsue the 
king rises and, disappears bel lind the purple curtain. The 
durbar dssperfseg immediately. The worshippers roturu 
lipme rejoicing and damn the king's euemios. 


CHAPTER. 3313. 


TS3 PAlAUt 

The palace of HiJlldfttfty lifi& in the centre of tEm four' 
Bguarc cityjike the inuormsst of a series of Chinese carved 
hoies. The capital is it city within a city. The greater 
part of the wide plain from the Irtownddy to the Shftn 
Mljg, a space of about five milea broad and as mWQy feng, 
is laid oat in wide roods running at right angles to ono 
another, with abundance of "iouH&a of all kinds, from the 
brick hoRse of the t'Hji li t.njos-ii, with its eumlirou.£ 1 i,e& that 
hood iu the riit+irt., and che white-plnSh&red, flab-rotfed 
habitation of the Mogul or Soorati merchant, to the wood 
or wicker dwelling of the "Enrman. They ore not very 
close together, but thoro ia plenty of space, and every 
kousu has ids patch of garden, or olump of plantain trees, 
and its wide court where the buffaloes imd the on-cart can. 
be disposed comfortably. But- these only form the suburbs 
The Mvoli, the city proper of Mandalay, is a huge welled 
square, each faco a mile and an eighth long, The mud- 
mortar built walls are nearly thirty feet high and about 
three Ultck, backed with a heavy mass of earth, but though 
they would bo hard to batter down, there Rie no gnus 
mounted ffrr their defence on the bastions which rise at 
intervais of about two hundred yafds, each surmounted by 
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an opBE-rndw) i^ak pavdaoiq carved in the usual gabled, 
JOSS-hoUMj spire-like fashion. 'flic; oast- of the parapet is 
deeply denticulated, with no other apparent advantage than 
that of Gmunent. There jure twelve gates to the city, 
three on each side, hnt only one bridge to each three over 
the moat, except on the WCst, wh hb there are two, one 
opposite the a-min-gala or flcmth-weat gate, specially re¬ 
served for the pji&sngc of funerals. Outride every gate ia 
a. post hearing the name and emblem of the gain, the latter 
being the signs of the sodiac. Sixty feet, ur thereabouts, 
from the waifs, rung, &H round a (loop moat, about {fifty 
yards brood, covorod in many planes with tlio lotos plant 
that the Budd h ist loves. Hero and tli&re upon it float a 
number of royal cruft, state fcfijgca, and despatch boats, 
tyonjL! of them richly gilded, with the k&lawik, the Orane, 
carved on the Stem, others foundered and lying rotring, 
with their lofty Etoma riaing high in the air. Covering 
each gate ia a. trtivorse, or crenelated barbican, of the same 
Construction as the walls. Iurido, the Streets of tho city 
run parallel to the walls. Thov me wide. and fairly well 
kept wherever the king is likely to pass, hut there is no 
Attempt at metalling. Young trEea line the sidea, and 
down moat of them ran little streams of water. There is 
HO attempt at a drainage system, but the town is essentially 
cl5an and airy, th<* pigs Aid pariah dogs acting ns ecuvcu- 
gers, and the constant open spaces ensuring ventilation, 
Hlght in the Centro is the palace, wb’ch baa two successive 
incloaurea. The outor is A quarter of A mil* square, out! 
fiOnsi sis of a high teak palisade, very massive and compact. 
Within this is a wide open space laid Out as an esplanade, 
inside of which is a bnck wall, edged roifuci a great part cf 
the way by the houses of high ministers and court officials; 
The outer court has four gates, each presided over hy a 
Special OOiumander j the north. or water gate, being only 
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available for the royal barges* Except for members of the 
caJftcc household, there >r only mimithmce to the inner 
tflelftsnm by tie gate on the easlcfn face. TliOnC ia a 
FTMcial portal in cbe centre ]»ere, opened only fur the sting, 
Liad acne hut the Lord of the Golden Thmaa may ties it. 
Alt eke must enter by tie tagA-nee, the red postern, a 
cramped little gateway, which makes the MsAllest man 
involuntarily bend his bead as lie approaches the golden 
palace. Tbe fronc of the building is decorated with gLMing 
Mid tijneeE work, which looks well whan it is new, but. after 
the miny seasons would be better nut there at all. To the 
right is the Hloht-daw, the hfcU of the BuprBLna council, a 
detached structure, raised arms feet off the ground, and 
perfectly opejo, the roof, richly curved with ilowora and 
figures, and aik-nmd with th« ti.Fji.inl flamboyant pinuaclra, 
auppartad on massif teak pillars, painted vermilion coloni¬ 
st tJie base, and giEi higher ujpL Straight ahead is thn 
great hall of audience, w colonnade, or columned arcade, 
ejittUiding ftlong the anthe east-sra front, Mid opening 
diwecLly upon it. At tlio end of a pillftted vista sfcauda the 
throne, on a dnSs, reached, by five steps from the level of 
the Uni I, 'The top is a cnEhrened lodge, like the box m A 
theatre. Just ever the throne, «M in the centre of the 
palace, which is the centre of the city, which is the centre 
of Burma, which ia the Turanian u hub " of the world, risea 
the acvun-rOOfod spite, emblematic of Toyalty r.nd religion. 
The jhluoss of the highest rank ait in front to the right of 
the throne ■ those of the blood-royal, but act so closely 
conaectod, to the left. Then in regular gradation, opposite 
one another, the woun-gyeaa, tc-twin^WOOns, WOOii-d Wilts, 
and ihli miner official®. On either side of the. hnlf of audi- 
■ft.nice an; a number of minor throne-rooms, not rooms in the 
English aense of the word, hut simply open-rOofM Spwcego 
sepAfttcd iKMn each Other by skirtings of pLankLng, 
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covered with gold-leaf, and supported by a muMtnde <jf 
teak pillars, dyed for the greater part of their height a 
deep red, Some moms ezs almost entirely gib, others arc 
adorned with wall-paintings, others, again r with the 
favourite mosaic of tits at looking glass, and zinc covered 
by a gilt network. Every mom ig furnished 'with oub or 
more stands of arm* - there ifi a rack of sadly ill-eared-for 
muskets round the throne itself. The puitfuco is, in fiict, a 
gigantic armoury, AH the cannon and guns in the country 
am kept there. Hoace is is than when the piduce is taken 
by a usurper, the country is Compiled. The abundance 
of gold-leaf ought to make the etfect splendid, hut the 
quantity of fiJ Loy there is in thi gilding makes it speedily 
lose its glitter, end the genera! impression is that of ding!- 
noES, if not indeed of actual slip-shod tawdrinMS. But to 
he seen at its best the palace should be viabed on a great 
beg-pardon day, when the rough plank floors juc covered 
with gorgeous rugs and earp&ts* uml tho halls are filled 
with officials, dm a Bed in ell tho hu es of the rainbow. 

There oro a variety yf matters to ha carefully observed 
hy oil who outer, or have anything to do with tho pidutcft. 
Bctt known 5& the regulation with regard to tlio wearing 
of shoos. Bumums must remove them as soan aa t-hev 
enter the pfdACO inclosuro, just us thoy would on going 
jnftide of tho parawcon of a pagoda hJjt a, monastery. 
Englishmen and wi: ito foreigners generally are reip] ired to 
take off their books whenever they begin to OscCnd a stop 
—the whole palace and -all the buildings nertr it being on 
a brick platform some ton feet or more wWo the lovol 
of the ground. Them etc always a number of dancers and 
jugglers wrnl loiterers about the royal buildings, aod the 
necessity of being separated from your shoes sometimes 
1 ends to the loss of thorn altogether. It is on roronl that 
a British Hosidect i a on nee this misfortune, and bid to 
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mate the best of bio W< partly Ju a P*^ ^ Ednaan 
EamluJfi, and partly on his stocking sales — as being prefer* 
ablft-^kt the outside of thfl tank stockade where KLh pony 
was waiting for him. 

Another ceremony, ia that of sbekhofrig to the spire,, 
tjie asternal emblem of the throne. All Enimaus must do 
this At each of the .gates, ft.t- the foot of thus Steps and at 
intervale in between, accord ing to loyalty, or the supposed 
friendly or boatilo attitude of lookers on. Alt the early 
English ambassadors had to - conform to ibis regulation, 
notably Ooi and Eakcr, who dropped doWL Oil hia klitt*. 
After fLD mtoimedi&fe stoge of tokiflg off iJurii hats, pei- 
.missfou- was gained to di&ptnse with everything but tlm 
removal of sboEe and a^ord. Eut the caurt rejoices in the 
fact that no use can pass through the red pcstem without 
he ruling Ida bead, regulations or no regulations. 

JTo aims whatever can be taken into thn palace, HOt 
even—perhaps I fthould say, least eve a, in view of cm- 
a piracies—by the royid psiaoea. Similarly, all umbrellas 
must ba left at the outer gate of tbo palace, except by 
mombfiiS of the royal household, wlio may carry them to 
the fooo of the step a of the andifitnoe ball. Oanamon people 
must cower them when they para any of the gates uutsidft, 
Anestj or rough handling fcy the guards, would be the 
infallible result of nou-compliwitS- Another rule is; that 
you racist talto uq money out of ilia palace, You indy take 
in OS much as you please. 

E"o one in the palace, or indeed in tbo whole town, 
umiSt sleep otherwise than with Lis fret turned outwards 
from the spire. To show the solo of the feet to the throne 
is high treason. This ia awkward dor the inhabitants of 
oomu quartEis, for theta ia a rule applying to all Euddhiste r 
tlmt they must not place their feet towards the east, where 
the sun hses and whence (bo next Euddha, Ateamadehya, 


xstl] THE P^IACE, 21^ 

i 11 anno, ran to the west, where the ’bawdae bin ?,tarns, or 
stood, ]L5wi tree under which Shin Gautama attorned tho 
(Supreme wisdom. The anperstition is probably derieied 
(ruin the Brahmin^ who threaten grtevo-US dangers to the 
man who places bis feet on the shadow of a diswab t a Icing., 
a teacher, a saint* ur another man 1 '? wife, 

Tho frequent change of locality of the palutoO, and 
Ll Lerefore of the capital, is a peculiarity of Burma, There 
are about s scare of towns in tho country, which have been 
At one time or other the metropolis- BucIl are Tagoung 
Old Pagabn, and Mob £shoboh, above Mandalay, Frame 
(under she title Thaze Kettare.) PagiUm, Sagging, Avo, and 
Amarapnera, below it. The last two sze the best known; 
indeed some people to tbe present day persist in talking 
of the "Kingdom of Ava” though that, once britiiAnt 
capital has been little better tliau a jungle ihr mom than 
thirty years, and the hues of toe old walls Can Only be 
traced with diftimisy r 

It is hardly correct to say, as raiont writers on Eunnu 
have hitherto done, that with a dew king there should be 
a ntw capital. This has very frequently been the coed, 
but the master does net cdtogistber depend upon to© acres- 
Eton of a new sovereign. It ia brought about by a yetj 
much more gruesome (She word is usad advisedly) circum¬ 
stance. Qn the foundation of a new capital, tit ore are 
id ways a certain nu mber of people buried alive. The idea, 
ia that they become na-t-thchn, that their spirits haunt tbe 
place whore they were put to death, and attach all persons 
approaching with irxatevolsnt intontiuma. The notion is 
entirely due to tke reyal asLrelogers, the Ifrtom in pobnnaa, 
and a* being repugnaut to the tenets of Buddhism is 
stranousty denounced by the tme brethren af the yellow 
robe. But it fits in very well with too popular superstition 
regarding the existence of spirit^, and boa henoc aiwayS 
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firmly maintJLiTiErtl its ground. It in * matter of Muunon 
knovlafa that this idea of samotifyiTig a- guiding with 
human sacrifices is & notion -which has prevailed m &lt 
pari* of the world at different times, and iitdancEE, of 
hcnonl Of the bind ate not unknown hi Europe. 

The virtue of the uacriflow only lasts & certain tun* and 
irhcn it is gene a n£W city shonld he built* Thera arc 
certain signs, added to public disasters, which point Mlt to 
tlic initiated when this ftlttfiation of site should tftke p.acE k 
Mandalay commenced! jn and two years htlur 

the sent of government waa tmnsfermd from Am&ui.puriL, 
Bome five m sil miles (Iowa the river. WhUfl the founda¬ 
tions of the city wall were M* fifty-two poisons of both 
sexes Md of various &ga and rank, were maudgnw t> a 
jiving tomb. 'Three were hdried under each of the twelve 
city gates, one al each <ff the four comers, one under each 
of'the palace gates, and at the OTMra of the timber 
stockade and four ltiulflc the throne itself. The selection 
lL3td to he made With core, for the victims ware rtquiwd to 
fee reprefiautntive people, bom on Special days of t.hs week, 
fad lbs hoys buried were not to havO any tattoo m«ka 
on them, die girls il*t to have their ears bored. When it 
was known that the trouts were making the collection, no 
CLIO WAS to be ssan about the streets, WWpt in grant. 

in the middle of the day- The government gave a 
sodea of magnificent drsaiatiC pMjrfuimunCes, hut eu one 
went to sec therm Eventually, however, the tale WAS made 
up and the building went on apace. Along with tie four 
bumaa hsiEgS buried at tbe comers of the city, were 
placed four jam M of ml h carefully covered over end pro¬ 
bated from any damage that might come from the weight 
of tuft, pressing down upon thorn. These were examined 
every seven yo&m by the royal nstmlognrs, ami Oft long AA 
they remained int&et the town was considered safe. 
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At the third exariiTmution in 18S0. however, it was found 
that the ciL in two of the jara was tgftpr completely dried 
lip or bad looked out, Oflu Wat pretty far gone,, ami the 
fourth alone remamei in a tolerably satisfactory state. At 
this very time, the January and February of l£60 h u 
terrible SCOUTgB of smfljl-poi was deedraftti, ng the town, and 
two of cits royal house, Klajg - TlieQbaw J a infant son, bis only 
child, ami the eSrPMphn friiLi, ihe cock-ffghtisig Lll sin;had 
fuJlcn victima. This was bat! enough, but other signs por¬ 
tending evil had happened Ore of the moat valued of 
the t.r:>'iVU j owela, the nansin hudda-mya bad disappeared, 
a huge ruby, cherished us emblematic of the fortune of tli-n 
dynasty since the days of Alouug Pay all. A tiger in the 
royal gardens escaped from bis Cage, a most ominous cir- 
eumstunco, not foe the poor wretch whom he killed and 
hair ate before ha could he recaptured, but for the city 
and the an tiro kingdom, The appearance of wild animals 
in a town is a sign that it will speedily rani to a wi Ider- 
Tiess. It was tbs discovery of a tiger arid some deer in the 
environs ef Amorapuru which decided the fate of Liras 
ir City of the Immortal^'" All these cirouUlistuiicGH, coupled 
with the outward [Old visible sign of tire wrath ef tlie 
spirits in the fthaps of the plague of small-pOTf, decided the 
poknnas at once. It WftS no use filling the jam with oil 
OgCpn, or putting in fresh cues. Such pansdulonieuE cnoai- 
Eurcs would be considerably worse than useless. A full 
conclave of the astrologers voted by a large majority for the 
change of the capital This, however, neither the ministers 
nor Th&shaw Min would bear of. Mandalay is very 
different from An>ai;uour.a and Ava. Tlrere no too to any 
solid brick hmisee and mills and public mane foe tori e a— 
none of them working it is true, but too costly to be aban¬ 
doned-in the present capital to admit of its being thrown 
over in the old casual way, when a royal order farced 

VOL, IL P 



£1& TEE BUIllfAN ; HtS LtFli A.KD FOTIQNS. [oet, jut, 

everybody to migrate, on pain of imprisonment. ^ death- 
The pah dubs thdoforO hr]d another meeting, and it was 
decided that the. only other alternative vuis the odcriug uf 
propitiatory EocrifieeE. At the instance ■of the Tohnnft 
Wooii, A truculent old villain, it tv its resolved (hut thn 
number should he the highest pcesihio 1 A hundred men, a 
hundred Women, a hundred boya, a hundred gida, a 
hundred soldiers, and a hundred 'ftirCLgOons- This the king 
agreed to, and & royoj mandate was signed, and arrests 
forthwith commenced- A frightfiil panic Spread in Man¬ 
dalay after the first day. Every iJtuftHier Iswing the 
capital was crowded to suffocation, boats went down the 
river in dozens, and tficre see tried every possibility that 
M undid ay would be deserted. Then t.he minUteis took 
fright at the indignation which the nnnnunctid noassacreE; 
caused in England, and the whole thing was countermanded 
and domed. Bur upwards of a hundred peop!e had been 
arrested, slid Stune of tbssC, when EibctUtcd months after¬ 
wards, declared that in she dark nights of terror, when Uo 
one ventured about Mandalay streets, people were buried 
uiwter each of the posts at the twelve as a enm- 

piomiso between tho fear of the spirits and the fess that- 
the English trOO(M would Cross tho frontier. Each of these 
posts hears an image of an animal from one of tho seals of 
the king, and before the post sits a figure of a beeloo, w fth 
ft thick eluhi to act OS WticillllM, ill CMC the human guard 
should go to E-loop i As Bur man sentries generally Isicep 
wUEider than other people, the propitiation of these spirits 
at any rate was a very imperative precaution. Whether 
the oil jars WCJU filled and rebnriad a.Ume is a dark 
mystery. But tho small-pe* left Kaudnlay, and tho place 
is as happy as Over it was, which however is not Saying 
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Thb LMQ white elephant. 

Tjie im|Kir fames attached to the possession of a whits 
elephant is traceable ta 41 to Buddhist system. The form in 
which Gautama Buddha entered the yrotnb of t^ueen 
Hays h> be twm upoa earth for thn last time to <f teaujli 
the Law and give the millions peoOft " was that of a- white 
elephant. Tbo SaddatL, or cGieHual elephant was (Hi uvatOr 
of his many KUBtfittOH previously. The Enddan is gifted 
Tvitt special endowments, and is one of the sevoo pmcious 
things the possession of which ID ark a the Sekyawaday, the 
MaJtah Chakra Vartti Raj oh, |V tlje great wheti-turaan5 
king/' the holy nuiil Universal Eovcreign— a ruler who 
appears ouce in a eyele. as the time when the waxing and 
waning turm of human, life has reached its morinwtu of 
an athinkayu (a huge period represented by a unit and 16 i 
oyphera) in duration. Tima tire possession of sin undoubted 
white siopliant stands as a sign aud aymbol of universal 
sovereignty; and every Burmese king longs for tbe 
capture of such a treasure during his reign as a token that 
big legitimate royalty ia recognised hy the unseen powers. 
The great river of Eurcna, thn Irrawaddy, is named from 
Aitawalftv the elephant of India, a sufficient assertion of 
the proper dvralling-placa of all his successors, Honao the 
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raveremM of tho Hindoos far ibe animal, acid tli^ir not 
infrequent pi]grbnn.ge5 to Mandalay to see the teyrd 
animal and Julvo a duHUn, or interview of womb ip, 
with bhn. 

All the. elephant? 5m the country, whether wild £>3t toms, 
lyilong to the- king r whoever captures enc mud give him 
1L p to die king, and ha prints permission to the princeE 
and to a. few of the higher dEgoiteries to use them. ftho 
ioofcy discoverer of a. white elephant is mndu a- mn±-gyue, 
and is exempt’d from tales and birtd*ni of every kind 
£)r the teat of IlsS life. Rod and spotted Elephant? aide 
also held in gre&t esteem. 

"White crows, rats, KUK, and iiarea, are common and 
eimly distinguished but it is different with a whit* 
elephant. He is net to he considered as snow-white: 
very far from it, All the white elephants now existing 
in Siam and Burma ana of a light incycB oolong somewhat 
gf the same tint jis the pale freckles to ha found on the 
trunk of (Utmost every ordinary elephant, Th ft light gwy 
is uniform all over,. the spots on the trunk boing white. 
The depth of the colour, however, varies greatly j. and 
there are often blemishes in the shape of darter punches 
which wo aid seem to ruin mi otherwise Eligible candidate's 
claims, It has been, therefore, found UCCCsteiy to deter¬ 
mine some infallible test points, which will demonstrate 
the right of the animal to his title. Determining white 
elephants is quite a Ecienec, and there is a very consider¬ 
able literature on the street, Tha Burmese skilled men 
fix upon two of these testa as superior to a 31 others. One 
is that the elephant, shall havo five toe-naife on bis hind 
fejjt instead cf four. This is a good way of making 
certain, hut occasionally there are Indubitably black 
depbrnts which have the sacred number of tees Thess 
are white elephant? debased by sin, labouring under the 
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evil lain of previous e* LitencES, ami therefore ineligible 
for the honours accorded to tho real animal. The otheT 
tetf ia considered perfectly decisive, no matter what the 
precise tint- of the skin may be. It is this ■ if yon poire 
Water upon a "white” eiophant he turns r-&d r Tvliilu a 
black elephant only bewjtn.es blacker than ever. This ii 
thft An a l test, always resorted to in Mandalay. A swarthy 
specimen who had five toe-nails and turned red when he 
wan iruHud wen Id he forthwith • installed in all the honours 
and emoluments of the SLn-pyoo-ilaWj no matter what 
scoffers might say ah out his colour. Such a creature is 
the present Lord White Elephant in Mandalay, He 
would not he recognised as an albino by any uicept these 
who arc learned in the sciuuca and woH-versed in the 
voluminous and puriling mill utke of the question. To 
most peoplo he would seem an impostor, for his colour is 
a mixture of light-brown and dingy, anoke-smirclicd cream 
colour. The £yu, when von know it, la perhaps the hast 
rough test f«r an amateur. The iris ought to be yellow, 
with n. reddish outer annulus. The effect of this is decisive 
to the oounuisiiGur, if indy sinister to the outsider. But the 
red ring represents the circle of the nine preutunu gemt 
Eu other respects tho Sin-pyoo-daw is not attractive in 
appearance; he is very big, but, notwithstanding the one 
taken of him, he ia remarkably lean and hollow-sided. 
His tusks, however, lire mftguinceut- white, smooth, and 
curving forward in front of hie trunk :*o that they almost 
meet. In his young days he was suckled by w-OutOU, who 
stood in a long row outside Ills palace, and the honour was 
eagerly sought after, for the creature is a national pride 
and not merely a royal monopoly, A hundred soldiers 
guard liia polace., and the Sovereign of the Gulden Throne 
himself makes offerings and pays him reverence. An 
establishment of thirty men waits oel him, nod among 
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Aeta ia * SMrter of State, who manages Jim affoiis and 
lMka after the imamjfla of thfl that is assigned 

to him to r, eat." Hii palate stand* within the mner 
Btodtad* ami ia daoareted with the rival ^voiy 

day he is bathed with scented sjuadal water, and Ml his 
vessels wad nteudk ate ™dft of gold. Troupe a at the 
wdaoa WfjS^ dance for Wb pleu-ums, and there are 
eharoKM of aweeh-TOiced singers to loll him to sleep. 

IvevBithelfiFS his lordship ia very bcd-tempMed, anil 
Ids atbandunia are much afraid of him. Sucl- tlungs are, 
however, not unknown with human tings. On one utca- 
siou the Sin-pyw-daw killed & man who had ventured 
too near, anti there vm a- good deal of- trouble and uolbe 
before thfl body could be. got away from him. The ting— 
Tbcebaw's fiirtJiHT—lieiud the owunnttah, ar.d tn^nirerl 
what was the matter. When he w&S told, he expressed 
great concern and not & little alarm for the future state 
of the W White Elephant, with the red Stoin of murder 
on him, blotting nut bests of previous good deeds. But 
the elephant's niioifiter calmed his mind and restored him 
to equanimity by saying, ri Fiuy do net be disturbed,, 
-payjlli - lao m bob' boo, kullfth—it was not a UU, only 
a foreigner.'' 

Frotofely because he is to vicious, the present Lord 
White Elephant has never been ridden, as previous in- 
cumhcots were. No one but the king himself eculd do 
and latterly King Mindchn became vary fat and 
feeble, while King ThotbaVe nerves are not strong enough. 
The Sin-pyao-daW is king of elephants, and. therefore 
mono bat a king may mount him. His royd trappings arc 
kept m bie j-alucc, alid are vary nuqpaidcent, Ihspeiiw 
of silk and bands of rich rod doth mn frem the. be&d-Etaii 
to the hack and tlicuce to the tail, hanging in curves 
over the hudy, They are richly emhroidared in. gdd and 



nm.] THE LOU]J WHITE ELEPHANT. Silt 

Studded with rubies and emeralds. On the forehead is 
'A plate of gold, recording bis, majesty's titdoB, such as is 
wem by svory man of innk in the country up to the 
Arbiter of Existence himself, Boses of purs gold and 
(dusters of precious StOUGs cover the bead-stall, and golden 
tassels hftug down aver the ears, When ho goes forth to 
take the air, he is Shaded by golden and white nnibneUfls. 
He and the king share atl tho white umbrellas in the 
coQutcy between them. The king of men ban nine; the 
king of elephants two, but ho has also fonr golden outs. 
Not &VIJLL the heir-apparent, if there wove one, has r* tight 
to 030 the white umbL'etlft, Ho must be contented with 
hia eight golden shades; th e display of a. white one would 
be regarded as a deelaratien of lubrlliurL, and wfudd remit 
in his immediate execution. No wonder, thee, that the 
attendants and ■viators take off their shoes when they 
eDter the gin-pyna-daw J B palace, and that the people bow 
down law and do humble obeisance when ho passes 
through the streets. These are (Swept and sprinkled 
with water for him as far the King of the Golden Throne 
himsolf. 

The Lord White Elephant's suite- account far his 
irritable temper by the had treatment win eh he met 
with in hi--; early days. The royal coffers were low, ami 
the English were clamouring for the last insUdnaentg of 
the Y&ntlabo indemnity money, &) the rents of the 
elephant were appropriated tu pay off the troublesome 
foreigners, E vary ear* w taken to soften, the indignity. 
The king lumselF wrote a long address on ft ptthJl-leaf, 
requesting the Lortl White Elephant not to take it amiss 
that hia revenues were devoted to the payment of the 
"barbarians. In any casO he should not suffer, for the 
whole sum would be refunded in two months time- The 
circa instance, however, seems to b&ve preyed on his 
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lfiizd, for the body-guard Bay that his majesty {Ilia 
al&piumt) li£i£ never been the flams siuee, 

Xhflie bj& friqutiiLt renc-rts of the capture of whitn 
elspkraCSf and, special questing parties are sent out every 
new :i.:i i1 thee. But- the candidates almost invariably 
foil to satisfy tile water test;, or the Sail is noc long enough, 
or the position of tli* eye is wrong, and the red ring is 
wanting'. At- aw rate, genuine " white " elephlUtt to are 
very seldom found. As with tbe hing, when the &in- 
pyoo-daw is (load it is not permissible to say so in as 
many rude words- It must be whispered that bis 
majesty has departed" (jr “ disappeared.” He gets * 
royal funeral. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


HOSIERS OB' &TATE. 

WfiESf Mindohn Hin beard in 1874 that the elections 
hftd gone against the ministry, and that Disraeli ’.van to Jra 
Premier, he sighed, and said: H ' Then poor Gn-la-sa- toug 
{Gladstone} is in prison, I suppose. I am sorry for Inra, 
I don't ti i : nlr lie was a had, fellow, and I gave him the 
PirtceE-string Salui (the Burmese Order of Knighthood) 
u yeor Of two ago." That se the EurtneaB notion of how tq 
sol tie the Opposition. The lines of statesmen Lti Urn 
Itoyat City of Gams ana not cast in pleasant pJaoos. If 
they rise rapidly, they comm down ivitli as much prccipiia- 
tiou ; and their foil is as crush Log as ordinarily it. i& 
inevitable. The coolie of to-day may be the minister of 
to-ruoiTow j and a mouth hence, he may he spread-eagled 
in the court of the palace, with a vertical sun heating 
down upon him aed huge stunts piled on his chest and 
Stomach. Or he may he treated oven more summarily 
than this. Whan King TluuTinvaddy succeeded, he lunde 
Bah'gyee-daw's ministers work os slaves on the mails for a 
time-, and when this exercise had quite worn them out, 
charitably put them to death, without the frightful bar¬ 
barities which uhorueterised his treatment of the u^tart 
Queen Dowager and her quondam all-powerful blather 
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Min-fluih'gycO. A in. fir ft rscETit mampLa is that- of the 
Nahi r g&n-gya Woon-douk. This unfortunate sttttuian&u 
was Hent in 1H&0 at rua ALub&B&d or to the English Raj* 
and after sight months stay on board of a steamer at- 
Thnyfitniyo, a few miles inside the British fronttOTj came 
back to toy that his mission bad tailed, and that. in. fact be 
bftd been told wi go away, He did not survive long, It 
wm n week or two before be was admitted to soe the 
kinj^ and when to did Sfe him the meeting WAS un- 
jJenai&t, hfevb day the portly woon-douk "died of 
apoplexy." 

Sudden deaths were not at all uncommon in the Sate 
king's reign. An. official displeased him in some. way and 
Mindobn Min said emphatically, lr I don't want to see that 
mm any more. 1 * The poor wretoh left. th* royal pEmaoce 
to bo ssiced by lictoes outside and killed more or lias 
rapidly. A day or two after wards bis Majesty would ask 
where sc-anrlrso was. H AlaiS ’ sire/' Was the Einswer, "be 
died of chagrin abortiy after tbe lord of earth and ocean 
C-Wrii eyes ot dupLeasiirC On him.'' Then the (Convener of 
tlie JTiftL giaat Synod quoted a pious saw from tbe 
Lawka-neudtiO, and turned bis mind to other UlAtt&re. 
Hfl made it ft special boast that never in all Ills reign had 
he ordered an eicecution Yet many people died of 
Cl official odic ” daring the time be was 0!4 the throne, and 
Colonel SlsdoB arrived sixty seconds too late with a respite 
for one ef the pious Monarch's own Sims. Tbe sound of 
the hoofs of tbe English Resident's horse as he gulinpEd 
past the astrologers 1 monastery to tilia execution ground* 
only guickened the headsman's SWOnl Tbe hapless 
miS'tbab should have perished with the fiaitinjf sun. 
There wore still long shadows slanting up from the trees 
by the royal foundry, when the Colonel reined in and 
upbraided the presiding Minister with his bloodthirsty 
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lnaSto- Tho Linga-yidmia- Hsdaw when ha heard the story, 
said the ayay-haing should nave been a Buddhist aud might 
probably l&seoiald a ynhanda. ia no veyy distant cristoucO, 
Yat the late king was undoubtedly a kindly roan. 
The atones which occasionally appeared about him m 
the EugJish papers of tea years oi so back, -were not 
true- Hfl never got it pe*-rifte (tad * pottedhis 
Ewhjecta trOin tlto palace verandahs wham ho was 
honed, They libelled him who ayd, bo did. He was 
a good Buddhist, and newer took ltfo cf man Or animaL 
King Thtchfcvc is, perhaps, not quite 30 atriot- in his 
notions. Whan he first came to- the throne he unearthed 
the spear with which his grandfather Th arrow eddy used 
occaELOtlaliy to spit hli counselors. The young king's aim 
wai not quite so good, or his pur pose not quite so deadly. 
He prodded A few heralds Olid interpreters, and thing the 
Spear at one or twn of hia father’s trusted advisers \ hut it 
is not recorded "hat ke over actually lr tiled anybody with 
his Own Elands- III fact, he gets on fairly well wish his 
roioistors new, having drilled the seniors into complete 
submission to his whites find appointed among the younger 
members those who me mass of his own way of thinking. 
The most characteristic man in the O&bjPe! is the Hlay- 
din A-twin-wOOUf better known an the Epening-woon. Ha 
is only of the second official guide, hut none of the four 
woon-min-gyooa have Miy real power. They data from 
the las* reign and are praciicdly over-ridden by the 
younger party. Tko king has, if is true, marrisd the 
daughter of the Knu&put Min-gyae, but that Etc lid old 
g cut Lorn an was always remarkable for his disinclination to 
do anything at ail, and is KOt at &U likely to exert himself 
unduly for the sake of precarious pre-eminence, There¬ 
fore, the ex-Mayor of Mandalay. in conjunction with the 
Ynnoung primct, a favourite of tho Queen SuXj-poyftb’Ut's, 
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and ons or two others if the young Burmar. party, are 
thu most roprescntati ve mi crisis at present. 

The A-twin-woon wears the diUgOOi tattooed oli the 
nape of his neck. P-lKlrtoen years ago ].o was s slaTe, an-d 
in position little tetter than a coolie. His riso from thin 
rani might have been a- Oredit to him if it had been 
effected by kii own powers. But be toed by a. mere 
aeciJfilit, and haft earned ad the tuudoncics of his original 
position with him. In 1SGG-, Tivhen two of King Thee- 
bu.w'i half-bnotl1 u l.o, the Mingchn and MiisgoLndeing priucEU, 
rcse Lu rshellisn against their father, the late If jag, tbs 
Hponng-wonn—he seohie more fftmi liar under hia old title 
—Was One of the gu&rds in the palace. After tbc rabsh 
had killed their umrfe, n ' the War Prince/ they mads for 
■die Summer Fslnoc, where tht king real at, the timu 
aUaqg with Colonel SUdeo, the British BBsideut. The 
Snmm-gr Palace ia a small building duteirio the stockade 
of the actual ntmilo-W, and it WM foreseen that hii 
Majesty would mnke innaediftitely for the Eastern Gate,, 
which is quite dose at hand. A man waa therefore sta¬ 
tioned there uith orders to kill King Miudohn whenever he 
made his appearance. Ait huppeued as !bd been surmised 
with one alight exception. Boyol blood in Mandalay 
never goes outside the pabiee on it& own legs, and when 
his majesty reached the gate bo promptly jumped on the 
intending rogkidc's hack scad hade him cany him over 
the esplanade. The man. wm 60 overcome by die Joy-al 
presoaco, or so slavishly accustomed to do what he w 
ordered, that lie Obeyed. Whan they Wei's safe within the 
inner stockade he stooped down td let tbn king dismount, 
and his sward fell from the tytds: of his waiatelottl. None 
but the king may carry arms within ths n and aw, and tit a 
Hpaung-wrem, grasping the situation, snatched up the 
6W0 h 1 and ent this man's head off, Miwrt nbn Min, with 
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a carious regard for this ini rime of barbarity and rapidity 
OF afliiua, mode the g<x>]fo ft Enbcnlluato official on the 
spot, and tinea then the Hpciing-woea lifts gone eu ds?tia- 
guesting himself as on this occasion. IZo lias fcean pro¬ 
moted BuccoEsivaly through the grades of tUppur-bcamr, 
tea-gervOr, and bctel-bax holdsr to tint of th-e Governor 
of the ttoyed 'Rftlt^ J or Barges (HpOuug-wooii), and Mayor 
of Mandalay (Myob-woan), which latter steps he guiued 
ihrough Ills activity jn. the pcdacC mrssfcCTBS—loyalty and 
energy his patent called it. King Theehaw found in the 
bloodtliinsly ftftd remtasolcss WOoO a willing and enthu¬ 
siastic helper m the murder of the princec and princaascs. 
The governor lost two night's sleep thus lie might not miss 
a single item of the hdnOTft, and might he assured that 
none of the royal victim a were allowed to die too easily. 
Tt was he who had a pregnant woman disembowelled! 
before her husband's eyes. With his own bands ha dashed 
gut the braina of scans helploss infants, swinging them by 
the legs against the prison-walk, Naturally ha is one of 
the king's firmest supporters, for The chaw's fall would 
moan his own certain death. His squat figure and repul¬ 
sive face make him the meat eerily recognised of the omnt 
circle, and he repays the aversion of Englishmen with a 
most demonstrative hatred. As Hlay-din A-twin-wonm, or 
M mister of the Interior, he has suprOnift command over all 
the lower fluviatiio provinces, (end has a large military 
Force at Ilia «m mand. 

Equally high in the king'S fftv&nr, aftd not less fierce IQ 
them denuneifttion. oF the English, are the TeLag-dat 
A-tWjn-W'Pin anil the Yaynangyoung, also of the uem 
second grade. They, tw, were p. urn in ant in the ruas- 
saercsij and have a particular penchant for drinking' 
cumcoa in tumblers. Both were slaves of the young 
Theeb&w prince whet ho Tvbs & hoy in the English 
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Miasioimry school, and followed Ilia forfcOMP. into the Eoyal 
Monastery. As chiefs ftf this Lsfothohm-daWj t-be Royal 
Page. Body-G □ aid, th ey had the opportunity whfoh won tlaeir 
rank, A daughter of the Tein-dat is BJItfrisii to * half- 
bred TretLihlian, and the a-twhl-wNm in COEiM^UMtoo 
gi™ cecaaionol "dinners 11 to the European and quasi- 
European dwllen in Blhndalny The gueEta me, 5.a a 
rule, net in a-position to bruVu his anger fay & refusal, and 
h&ve to endure most elabflistte iadi^Klitsea at his hands. 
All the meat humiliating; formalities of the palace havo to 
fai observed towards the yOUtlg minister, and the m*nu h 
said, by tbo VLCtimE^ to he she 'worst U- them all. In regard 
to thin, it. muat he remembered, tb&t it takes a yery great 
deni to hurt the dignity of a Mundulav Europium, 

Thege three &>-twin-wcanE ate the most powerful 
redniators, arid have greater lidhiencB with the king chan 
any of their technical superiors. The four woon-gyaeK 
are, with thu exception of the Oopathos, of very little 
account with any one, The Lrnmg-Ehway Mia-gyee has 
been for long nearly bed-ridden, and wna not ahlo to 
uproar oTLdi at tl'Lfl late tinges funeral. Tho other three 
have all been rn Europe,, but "the moat that can be noil of 
the Khrapat Miln-gyee is that he is HOW the king's father- 
in-law, while the Yaw has been for nearly two years OH && 
expedition against the Shan mountaineers- He has done 
nothing wndilcej and rumour Bays- that he is so fully occu¬ 
pied in keeping the troope from diFTpaiaing to their homes 
that ha has no titnft to fight. Thu fourth, however, 5a a 
remarkable man. The Qop&thee, bettor known as the Kin 
Wooa-min-gJOfi, has been very prominent, and is 1 ikety yet 
again to be beard of in EurznuKi history. He uaed to bo 
commonly spoken of ft* the premier on English analogy, 
but there is really no auch dignitary known in Burma, and 
the Kin Woan-gyoBh Eubatautive appointment was* and is 





JS3V.] 


HIBIBTUtg OF STATE. 


?3:! 


that Of (tir-iifjn. secretary, Ha haa been twice to Europe on 
embassies, and bia nntuiaUy acute mind baa thus boon en¬ 
larged in its viewR. Tloul it not been for b is great ™ TWT o | Bn j d 
over the public feeling, onrl has influence even over King 
Thaebaw, there weuld certainly bay* boon wor between 
Burma and Great Britain in 1S79. Tbo foreign secretary 
is the representative of oidorj and it is a bad tiling for 
the eoantry that be is now almost entirely driven from 
power, if not frunr office, He is a n lasl-er of oriental craft, 
and has tided through all tho intrigues ag;Bn&t him. Ho 
bolds a document from Lira Into king, granting him immu¬ 
nity from all kind of death. Tire loHb is a very frightful 
one, and ranges from vulgar, obvious beheading to the 
refined OTUOlty Of thro wing on a spread-eagled victim a 
neat of tbo fierce red airta, known as kak-gyius, whose 
mandibles drive a man raving mad in little ove t A guiirtar- 
of an kour. But the pa I in deaf p^tCdt would Lave b&fin of 
little avail without a bead that is well able to take care of 
itself. Like many of the older and batter ministers, the 
Oopatlios Min-gyoo camo from tbo cloister to office. On 
the Into king's accession to the tlironc r be at onco nj> 
pointed the Pakban Min-gyee from a monastery lo be an 
a-twin-wOOn, alKl in no very gr&it time to tha supr eiaa 
riuik of min-gyee, a skipping of the lower grades, which is 
very unusual, a& was also tilt circumstance that the new 
minister married oua of King Tb arm Middy’s widowa The 
Km Woon-gyee was in the Bakhta's moraEtery, sluired his 
lisa, and when the patron, who never lost the bilioua, 
naonkinh look, and tins cold, awkward polm-gyee's iaojLtiCr f 
obtained tbs deliverance, succeeded him as- min-gyoe. 
Were be permitted, the foreign secretary would make 
Burma a very different country from what it le, end it 
is certain that if tbe king dies, or is assassinated, as many 
people believe ha certainly will be, the Kin Wcon-min-gyee 
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will Ik the first mao tn the field with a successor to the 
throne, He is mni llh:iE lly supposed to buvs his eye on tile 
ton of t.hn, late MelloOA prince, a hoy now lying j/crdn. in 
some mooustery, ready for eventualities. 

Tina Cfopathee is certainly a superior roan, hot un¬ 
doubtedly the moat singular of the Mandalay court 
officials is the Paa-gyet Whan, He k a polished gentle - 
1'il-Ti.n, Hpoalra Eogiish jhsriy and ITrench and Italian fliKnitly, 
a.r.d hew considerably more than a Yiflito&r of civil ifiat} on, 
As a, boy he ms at school in Calcutta, and having been 
well grounded there, proceeded to Franco. There he 
took Ilia degree at th* p4Htil4o» h obtained el diploma in 
the Central Imperial School of Arts aod ManUfaCturca in 
Farit* and was altogether nearly twelve years in Kurope. 
Norwitlistnoiliiig his remmiawnoea os MahLlle and the 
Champs Elygees, however, ho ac no rnmo dates himsolf vary 
wdl to dioimietutnjL'*- When the young woon returned 
to Mandalay, King Mindobn had a lon^ talk with him, 
and finally $aid: “ And these foruiijnjeiU, then, his-Vft they 
in, any of iiitir GlisM* bid Icings snolj as adorn eair Royal 
City of Gems ?" ir Aias! yc-ur msyj esty,' 1 he replied, “ the 
■ luckless people have not the mag nil ft neat teak; how, then, 
eCriL they hope to raise anyttiing comparable to the meanest 
of your palaces ?" This courtieT-liid caution never deserts 
the Pmvgyet, When. He never meddles with politics, and 
ig content with his goYEmciship of the glass mojuifacKines, 
which roe ana anything or nothing, and commands a 
ncminal aalary. But none cf the mipirtef* have had any 
sohuy for ft matter of two years now, so that the cultured 
eLnecuriah is net wotbd off than bis fellows- Hu consorts a 
good dual with foreigners, but averts suspicion by saying 
that it is merely to keep up his knowledge of their 
languages, Ne doubt ho might have a much higher post, 
but he 1)03 enough money, end does net cans to run the 
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uf * Jr ™ King TLtttow he ™oa 

"J 40 me - ^ 9rh ^ «tb a "ew rtfeftm he might 
” h3E P^P® P>M0; **4 Wfirft be t0 da Kreml™ 
yPP ® 1 smd IflwOr Eunna oculd not fail to be 
mors cavditi, The pKaent Savage System cannot continue 

' W ™T UQt ^ iwo ^nths longer if the Ensliah 

woaJd da their duty. EWover it ma y und, it may be 
hoped that the Pan-gyet Wwn ]& the type of the modern 
EunneHe mi ateier.. or cf the modern native odfeud muter 
British rule. The mly redeeming paint about the 
Embassy, which king: Tbooba-w hiw it lost 8ant fo 
the lr meregal Court, is that the Rm-gyat Wood is at 
the hfiiw] of it. 


TOI. II. 





CHATTER XX.V. 

tkk hubK£31 arwi. 

The Burmese army 13 not thought vary mu oh of even 
by UiB most pitrioLjo Binman who Iisjj seen saldiST9,sri 
oUmt purls of the world, Malignant F»pk cell it a 
rubble' ID lire h Tnu rj 1 tu—toTi g - u oi ■A and fawfittlffttly-iiisposed 
Mitkgare fain to (wknOwleagB tbftt it ia deficit us.dis¬ 
cipline, Id physique Mid course the men are formidable 
enough, but tliutlouts Fuuh long Enfield* do as* mil.much 
ucaiust the breechloader, and when complete inability to 
nuuiceuvie is added to this, it isevidoit that even in jungle 
warfare except against an equally ill-armed foe, king 
ThfleWa fora® would make, but a wif'j show. Military 
iastiucturo of u cor tain kind they h&vu, but. it never 
extends beyond squad (hill. Dud even this is but very 
perfunoktily learned, while HMJTetMntB of Irtfge bodwe 
of men ore never attempted, except the oo-wiled renew?, 
which take place every now slid again, Offd in 1STt 1 were 
liold within a. day or two either way at the faii moon of evOry 
month. These " reviews" are, however, nothing more than 
marches out on a big scale, and are only useful U3 0 mean* 
Of displaying the Midterm the glotyof his uniform, add 
giving him & little exercise. Bicep* cm thoHQ aeeasions, 
indeed, it is seldom that you BE* the soldiery in military 
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dress. Even when on guard they dispense with cvotv- 
article Of warlike attire, except the grin, on*) even that is 
more frequently to he found i n the nueli than in the gOBtrv's. 
handa. These military promenades, therefore, oBf-sr the 
most favourable opportunity' of observing tlie royal Jevies, 

The troops muster at on early hour in the wido glacis 
between the inner and outer stockade* of the palace. 
Them they fall in, in a formation of fours, and remain 
placidly waiting - s conversation goes on freely, and smoking 
and chewing hetel are not interfered with. The hok-gyee 
and Other offio&ra of rank meanwhile assemble within Che 
inner court. After, perhaps, three Or four hours' waiting, 
the king comes out mid in spouts the forces through a field’ 
glfLSs irom the head of the boOftd Sight of steps in front of 
the Hall of Audience, cr, perhapH, a, notice is sunt out that 
his majesty will not oven view Iris troops in this easy 
fashion, and tho axmy is saved fr-oro ihO’-’to English 
notions- -exceedingly unehivulrous attitude of gru veiling 
on its stomach for a matter cf two niiimtes while the king 
looks through Iris hin-Muhw, 

This over, the uon-ctmmijislloned officers Say Jtl, and the 
men slope arms and start off anyhow. Outside tli* eastern 
gat* a hcJt is made while the hoh-gyees, colonels of regi¬ 
ments, mount their elephants, get i nto pcsitlon, and marshal 
their body-guftfds round about them. The lessor bobs and 
thway-th qu k -g ye es, " great blood drinkers,"' are mounted 
on ponios and have their persomu retainers about them 
too*. The commanding officer comes at the hoad of his 
re giro out, preceded by twenty pages carrying double- 
barrelled stnootb-hores in red. cloth covers ThfiSo pages 
one alt dressed alike, according to the individual taste of 
the commander, iji uniform turbans, tunic, ftud pasob. 
The livery of the young Eaekin Colon el of the Fourth 
Regiment, is tilt 1003* effective—rsd-flowetod turbans, 

q 3 


828 THE BUHMANj HIS LIFE AND NOTIONS, [chap. 

French grev jackets, and red pasohs of the wavy “dog's 
tooth " pattern. The colonel of the Third Regiment, on the 
other hand, revels in bilions oontraHts—pea-green goung- 
boungs, flowing rod tnmes, and yellow waistclotlis of what 
a ’Varsity tradesman would call a neat quiet plaid pattern. 
This body-guard walk9 at either Bide of the road in loose 
I n,linn file to see that the way is dear. The boh himself 
rides an elephant, gorgeously caparisoned, with tassels and 
streamers trailing to the ground from the velvet-covered 
howdah. He is dressed in the national turban and paaoh, 
but wears a tight-fitting tunic, covered with gold lace. All 
of them are either smoking or chewing betel. Behind the 
elephant comes the umbrella-bearer, or, perhaps, two or 
three of them if the offioer has attained such distinction. 

The actual commander of tbe regiment seldom cornea 
out to the review, so that there are comparatively few gold 
umbrellas, but the rod and green ones with doep fringes 
add perhaps more to the brillianoe of the array, considered 
pimply ots a spectacle. Behind the htee-bearerB come the 
minor officers, mounted on ponies, with tho ordinary 
Burmese scarlet cloth saddle and tassels sweeping over the 
animal’s flanks. Each of these minor chiefs also has his 
umbrella borue over his head, and a score or two of spear¬ 
men guard the flanks of the cavalcade. Mingled up among 
them is a confused crowd of cheroot-bearers, spittoon- 
holdors, betel-box carriers, and similar functionaries such 
as accompany a Burmese grandee wherever he goes. 
Behind this motley assemblage come the regimental 
colours. Those are bifurcated, red pennants, bearing the 
number of the battalion, and loogryphs, lions, dogs, 
diugons, and similar distinguishing emblems for tho 
different regiments. Tho standard is not very ponderous, 
but occasionally the bearer—he is not an officer—gets 
tired of carrying it ovar his shouldor and lowers it to the 
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t«ui without seeming to injure any one's sense of eon- 
gruity. He is followed by the band, or a portion of it, 
for the musicians are scattered in twos and threes all over 
the regiment, usually at the head of a company, but not 
by any means necessarily so. Burmese music is ordinarily 
far from soft and gentle. At a play, the trumpets blare, 
and the gongB, cymbals and clappers, clash and jingle and 
rattle in truly inspiriting fashion. But no such spirit- 
stirring strains are considered necessary to rouse martini 
ardour. A military bandsman requires no preliminary 
education, All he has to do is to tap, tap away in the 
most stolid and monotonous fashion on a chec-noung. 
This is a brass, or boll-metal gong, about the »i*^ of a 
desert plate with a small round boas in the centre. The 
sound is sweet, and they ore pitched in different keys, but 
a low-country Bunn an is at a loss to divine their precise 
use. The sound doos not travel far, and they ore not 
beaten in any fixed time, besides that the a-limoo-dan 
would not step to it if they were; so that if it were not 
for the dignity of the thing, there might just as well be no 
band at all. But there they are, and they jingle uwuy and 
stop and begin again in the most casual and independent 
possible way. 

Now at last wo get a sight of the a-hmoo-dan. King 
Theebaw’s army of '‘immortals" in full array. It is not 
a pleasant sight for one who does not care to see his 
fellow-countrymen ridiculous. It is just possible to make 
out that they are marching in column. Here and there is 
a ragged resemblance to an alignment of fours, achieved 
for a few minutes apparently more by chance than anything 
else. The soldiers are very gorgeous. Peony roses and sun¬ 
flowers arc as nothing to them. All have red tunics, but 
the facings, which are broad, are different in each regiment, 
Some are yellow, some green, some blue, some nondescript, 
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and the affect OH the red ground is not always pleasing. 
Tlie trousers ana very various, Blue, with n broad yellow 
utripe do*m tbs side, or WCMCmdlj ft* the sake of variety 
rbihVj’j the tnnt, w tliti but; gruCil juid rod; yelk™- and 
marocnj scarlet and brown 3 are a few of the oombiua- 
tiona. On bLelr heads ate worn helmets with buroiehed 
(SpilLES, and a small metal dragon En front. These LelmetK 
do not suit at ul] with long hair,. The top-knot of a giOod 
many is so large that the yrsJjeiAali&S balances on it, and 
wobbles nbout in undignified Itosliion. 

Tlie majority however bud tliaf the most Batisfac&fiy 
way of avoiding this )B to- put the hehnst 011 tbo bach of 
the head, winch imparts to them a dissipated appearance 
which is for from martial looking, Not a few find the 
difference in weight between tlielr ordinary silk turban imfi 
ajrapwi'JrtdcM or plaited wicker hoi mot, men.; than they 
can boar, and naive the difficulty by carrying their head¬ 
piece on tbo end of their e&rblnw- This moots with no 
remonstrance or opporitiOi) on tbo part of tha non-eoumus- 
asoned ofSceLH, who, armed with spears, march. at iiTeguiar 
intervals along the danks of the column. Tbo soldiraw 
liave no belts, and therefore no scabbards, and paroceod 
with bayonets iked The third regimen** commanded by 
the young Kachin before alluded to h has a. habit, wludhei 
for the sake of distinction, or sa eignifying that they ansi 
prepared nC any moment to' give cold Steel, of sloping arms, 
in on Booentric way. Crospiag the rids a,t tbo upper 
band, they throw the butt over the Ehonldflr and proceed 
v/i th bayonets sticking out in front. As a necoBRury can- 
sequence thoy do not fltragglo ho much as tbo othsn, for if 
a. man logs ha in wakened up by a prod from the point of 
the bayonet in the nape of the neck, or between the 
sbonldcri The ehiEf objection to this method of keeping 
the men .at fairly regular intervals, is that a prick in 
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the rcur is as likely as hot to pang, right OH to the head 
of the column, with the result of a volley of abuBfl and 
V£Ty considerable di rarg aiiiaaTri r.T. 

Tho marines me tlie rfroagHt in point of number*, and 
far and away the best in drill. They fcfflp their alignment 
very fairly, And frequently as many as those men in a 
section keep step, Their uniform is a blua-frogged red 
tunic and blue trousers with a scarlet Etripe. On the 
helmet they wear an anchor inattind nf tbe onlinorv dragon 
of the line. Their colonel is the Hpouug-woan, Siye-wonn, 
now filay-dtn A-twin-woon, the minister who was so 
energetic in the Palana nr^Sacrca of IdTS. The credit 
nf their die rip line is however enriroly due to Com motto, 
a yonng Italian naval officer in the king'E service, and 
engineer of all tho river forte. The marines m quite 
a thousand strong, and their Officers are mounted just like 
the rest. When there is practice in the war-hosts, the 
mayur-colonel views tile performance from the hack of an 
elephant on the river-hank. Like all the groat men, 
howevur, ho does not trouble himsulf to go oat to the 
reviews. 

The men smoke in tho rank* and hail their friends 
along the rente in the freest possible fashion. 'When a 
man wonts a light or a drink of wacer he simply fails out 
and goes in sturdl of it AEtieri£ the spectators, rightly 
enough assured that none of the officers will bother their 
heads as to the reason of his departure. AH along the line 
of march men Who have been delayed an this my may 
he seen scuttling along to get somowhoru near their proper 
places. Hiito and there one may he $sen far away from 
hie negligent, having been seduced into conversation with 
a friend. How and then the uan-oommLBSLoned officers 
catch sighs of an Englishman looking on, and Woke up to 
a sudden sense of their responsibilities delivering sounding 





132 TH2 BUEHAITj HIB LITE XNP NOTIONS, [«cap, 

thwacks with the butt end of their spcarc- on the s.kculifnrs 
*f any Hcragglsrs within reach in most energetic and 
official feakiij-iL, A a a rule, howevBr, they content thern- 
eoSvcs TvLt.lt getting aver the ground, Jinny of the recruits 
vie tv tli air trousers with very grave suspicions, They 
evidently think that unless precautionary measures, ace 
adopted, the article will slip off, and therefore, with a 
vigilance which does credit Mi their seoge of modesty* hold 
on tight with one hwnd to theii continuations. Perhaps 
the' tailors ere to blame. Put in any ease the attitude 
is undignified, ami ourtninly uOt military, The garment Ls 
not regarded with any favour even by the veterans- Vhan 
the a-brnoo-dan are an guard they generally wear the 
ordinary waist-cloth and flurry the trousers in one hand 
to allow their Htatug. The tunics are almost never worn 
anespt al the reviews. 

Between regiments come four cannon, pulled by men, 
and with bids pennons stuck in the touch holes. Two 
gunners accompany each two-pounder, one carrying a 
galvanised tin bucket Oud the other a big canister, 
iuteodEd for shot and powder, hut singularly unfitted for 
£Uflh material On a Campaign. Sponges and jammers are 
wanting, and the men who draw the pieces are the 
bombardiers. 

After the infantry, at an interval of two hundred yards, 
come two JTEginientg of cavalry* numbering about five 
hundred lances in alL They weof helmets of Grecian 
pattern, but Otherwise are in the national dress. The 
second of the two is the celebrated 11 Ka-thay Horse, Jl who 
have wou to English boals on Burma ft fame unknown 
in their awn country. They are dresied in Preach grey 
jackets ami red pusots, and look very well; hut their 
mounts art very poor far a country where ponies are so 
plentiful and where it jig ao easy for ibe commander Mi 
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demand la elf eiculleiKie- The saddles h&vo lung flivps or 
wings hanging down in front te protect tlje riders' bars 
kgs when riding through underwood, but it ih ea fong 
since ibey have been in the jungle that the flaps are naw 
mOrC tif -Ur decoration thfcli a necessity. Cavairv ia an cniii 
of the service of littls use in a country like Burma,, but 
with their long slender lances and splendid trappings, 
they make a fino show, am] not very much more enu bo 
ijaid for the infantry-—not eq much in seme cases. 

The buiCQn; me followed by tho comtnj&safia.t scad 
control! dfiparimeMta, a rabble of men carrying pots and 
pacta and rolls of bamboo matting and boxes mtendad 
for ammunition, but containing none, anti huge wicker 
baskets, besides a lot of other baggage whigh may be 
useful, but docs not leek like it, There am fivo nr six 
hundred of these men, guarded by a handful of dah and 
spearmen. 

In their Wake follows the artillery corps; first, thirty 
0 r forty two-pounders, similar to thnsu between the 
different regiments, and with the same Complement of 
men to each gun, and the same appliances. Then the 
elephant battery, each oLsphant with two jirigals mounted 
on the howdtih, Theae jiogala, throwing a halij cr three 
Quarter pound ball, with their long pointed toils and 
muzzles pointed up to tliQ skfo^ look very much like 
telescopes from a distance. In actual warfare they 
would probably do nothing beyond scaring the elephant-. 
Besides the mahouc, each elephant dcrius a man to 
ntan&ge the guB5s. Fifty of them are loaded with this 
mosquito artillery, anil behind theitl coSisQ fifty more 
with nOtbing on them bat tbs mahout, Many are 
most magnificent tuskers, and they constitute the most 
valuable part of his majesty’s army. 

Behind the elephants come the heavier guns, drawn by 
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buffaloes, but they are upt to stick in tbs heavy, unmade 
roads, mud tbi hnffaloaa themselves mu not easy brutes to 
manage, especially on a warm day ’ribon. their skin begin? 
to crack.. This butlury, therefore, usually goes but n short 
distance, Th$W heavy gnus arc mostly very anoieut ship 
guns of Portuguese. Dutch, French and AjsJtaufiae make, 
aud would bo considered valuable iu an English parish 
lOUSetlllBr They ana innoeunt cf fl»y mte»t to kin any 
one, uuLese it be the firers, 

This is not a very formidable account of Ttmcb&w Min' 3 
boasted '"ImmrHtala" but British Burmuns rejoice to 
think that it is a truo oac h nod that when the time comes 
for adding Upper Burma to riio British dominions it will 
bo effected with the lEast possible amount of bloodshed on 
either side. It may be supposed from what has been said 
that the a-hmoo-dan have nc drill, but this is very far 
from bcuig tfoa case. On tho contrary, driLl ia going on con¬ 
stantly ineide the piaoe and at the various guard stations. 
The French and Italian officers arc el ways instruotinyg 
them, but a want of bc’ief iu the utility of mass move¬ 
ments rend era all their efforts useless. The refill ite 
go through the lalance-sbep with the utmost enthu¬ 
siasm ; when it cowiea to forming fours they me a little 
less urdenc, but by the time they ought to be counter¬ 
marching and right-forming eomimny they eju tired of the 
vi'holft biLsmess and poke fun at the instructor. European 
officers call tkomflolvGS, aud ana called, generals and 
CCilwneU and what net, but they are simply drill sergeants 
and nothing else, They are allowed no was form; they 
never take command on a review dav. Occasionally they 
complain of being insulted by their squads, and are told by 
a sententious mia-gjw that patience is one of the ton 
virtu cs wiiich go to the making np nf a true gontioman. To 
recompense them for tiaeir trials they make a great deal of 
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money in fl vsjriety Of wayE, their salaries tedng the l-sast 
pari, Find paid s,t long and uncertain mtejrvaJs in a lump 
su cn r The real “ generals p are meu who hardly ever kitdc 
lilic at all, possibly not even if there were fighting The 
cOffimnder-m-chicf was for many months in gaol, but std I 1 
ffitainE-d his title, and two of hi a Runs remained in cmji- 
maud of regiments, The men who manage the reviews 
and any work that ia to Ik done- are all lut-thohn-dftW, the 
king's pages of honour. Few oi them are Over twenty, but 
their duties do not require much enpe Lienee, 

Besides the legitimate drill, OGuductud by the European 
i OEtfijetors, there Dure ether performances, the object of 
which would hardly he apparent to tho compilers of the 
frfcmU&i of Field Extract, The instructor, one of the 
junior officers, Fisaamhles, the mtn in a lug circle, round 
about him, and proceeds in a fashion dictated to him 
apparently hy nothing hut lis Owel fancy. He throws his 
gun into the air, catches it and cries Mf and the men 
follow his example to the bust of their ability, He goFss 
through the same manoEuvre behind his baeJt, cries h4f 
again, aiwl the men probably get some hard knccke in dutl- 
fiilly frying to imitate him. Ho cries te and hunches up 
his shoulders j cries %6 and brings them down again; slaps 
one thigh and then the other with aA^; pirouettes on one 
leg and brandishes a jointless limb in the air crying K6 
vigorously, all which perfoniidiMw his squad copies as l>est 
they can. The men drep eff as they gut tired, and by and 
by the instructor sits down himself, wad tho party dissolves 
or net as it pleases. Laughter, criticism, and applause 
sue constant throughout. This SOff. of OHffdsfi is not « 
frequent in the capital as it used. to he, hut it is atiil 
nearly the only drill the rural lovios get* Thceo latter Ore 
dressed In tho uniform of the late king's reign, mostly 
cast off tunics and trousers of the Madras native inJjiritry. 
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They wearrbuud Hflip-tareenJike helsustn, with apiece of 
lookingf-glnsc in front. Of those they are vary proud, 
hut do not disdain to ti:::il? water and eat their dinner out 
df them. Tbenc 13 only % limited supply of thaw adnra¬ 
ni on ta for the provinces, and as a eonBwjuence it is 
frequent for tho lium on guard to strip mid ham! over his 
uniform to the relief, and then go hone happy, 

Thane is no musketry prUOtiofi. Occasionally on feHKt> 
days, or when His Majesty goes out there is a lot of 
powder bunt, hut it would be a vary risky matter dj&- 
charging some of the more tmeient firelocksv and so it is 
perhaps as well that clasp-firing hoe not been introduced. 
Tha sxtiilnry never have any CiorcisO. Burrnans bavE not 
the same respect for big guns that the natives of India 
have. They imagine that such a big thing as a field-proto 
is sure to hit Mmotbiug, if it is only pointed in a general 
way in the right direction and conclude therefore that any 
fool can manage a big gun without preliminary praotaoe, 
The late king appointed a French officer to look after the 
gunners. This gentleman thought he mu st cfo som cthing 
Jht his salary—rather an unusual thing with the king's 
servants—and accordingly as the men con Id not ho induced 
to drill, took a battery oat to the paddy-fields, towards 
YsnkeeU’htoung for hah practice. Ttiuro ho got the gnns 
into position and commenced firing. Loud sounds should 
never assail the reyo! eats, aud wii&n his, Majesty heard 
tbo din, he was, flErcsly enraged, Ths Eatbay Horae were 
sent out ill a body to Stop it. The over-auergiitic Gaul 
was told that if ha had not been. Cns ignorant foreigner, 
who did not know any better, be would Lave been made a 
target far bis own battery, but the Bur man officer was 
flogged round the town. The gnne were stowed away in 
the paljwe lent audi an eu&rmity might by misadventure 
bo again perpetrated. The re they remained till The* haw 
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Min got them disinterred for his roviews, Hu may he lose 
eenjrii’VE an the score. of noise, hat ha does not sond his 
gunufiis out to- practice, imd they, as ft rulo, keep their 
spars clothes and cheroots and hotel stowed away in the 
muaslua of fhoir pieces, 

The strength of the army at tha disposal of King 
Theobaw is only limited hr the number of man in the 
Country. Every male is liable to servo aa a soldier when¬ 
ever he is called upon, and in 1S7&, when woj with 
SagUad was momentarily expected, levies of one man 
from every twenty houses* every twelve, every sin, were 
caffod oitt, Wld finally an ft-mehnKlftw, or royal mandate 
was isflued, summoning every able-bodied man in the 
country to hold himself in read muss for taking 1,1 ua field. 
But in ordinary tJ mea tliEi amount of a Burmese force must 
depend not upon the number of the population, hut an tha 
body of men the neighbourhood can food in a oolleete*! 
State, for it is the district and net the Govei-tuoiint that 
Htpports them. At present Theebaw Min could supply 
pr&hftljJy between 23,000 and SO.OfKJ men with muskets, 
mors or Iges useless, from Ion# Enficlds to ancient llintr 
locks, which would he must raadily induced to go off by 
putting them an a fire. The method of raising forces i& 
somewhat as foflen'6, Tim king, with or without the 
advice of his ministers, decides hour many men are wanted, 
and informs the Hloht-daw, which thereupon issues red era 
to at) the gpveroem of provinces, calling upon them to 
muster tha quota which custom hag decided thair districts 
must provide. The provincial rulers then Send their 
instructions to tha myo-tbaa-gyeeg and teik-thoo-gyeea, 
heads of t&wiOtisibp& and viHogB cindra, who in their turn 
communicate with tha subordinate headmen of each 
saparato villsigQ. This last oSicial with tha MSlfitflnca of 
the h ouse-Tee Vise, si agios out the men. Substitutes are 
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allowed, and ns every thra-g/eC: iu absolute la bis own 
plaCCj he usually makes a very pretty thing out of math 
a, levy, through fines 3Ji(l sums given to him te provide 
another wmi. The whole district is called upott to pay fur 
the h upper! OJid equipment of its fiMtingenti. and the men 
I.,r] ■, n Li.ru re limited are usually those who Ate UBflWfl to 
furnwh thcii a hare, of this tax. But the men who 
eventually go off as unhliere are not by any mean* 
commEmly those whom the headmen first nominates, Hs 
enpeots to have money extorted frOin him by his superiors,, 
and mmtefl bis arrangements accordingly, naming all the- 
wealthiest men in the place in Lsh first list, Tbia method 
of raising troops i-i not oipaditisug, but nothing under 
Tliecbiv/s rale is expeditious, and it gives abundant SWpe 
for palavering and extortion, tho tore chief ecoamplLshmeats 
of the rural officials 

The inhabitants of certain districts, however, arc am* 
siderd! this hereditary soldiers, of the Aiming-pay all 
dynasty, and these levies nmy be looked upon as forming 
tho standing army. They bold their lauds by military 
service and ari exempt from all taxation. They consider 
tlieiiiselvea to bs the flower oi the service flDtl adopt 
Jwjuhif manners. A dragon ia tatooed on ibe bach of 
their necks, jnsfc over the shoulders, to signify that they 
apecially belong to the ting, and, strictly Speaking, they 
aJune ore entitled to the name of »-b(n<XMlan. They 
mount guard in tbc palace and are almost never required 
to leave the capital- The chief Aiming-payeh districts are 
in the north, round ah cut Muhteihoboh, ■"■'henre the founder 
rf the present dyOMty cam#. The rural levies got all 
the work there is to be done against- marauding SSfl&US 
and Kocbinsand garriasn the various fortified town* along 
the frontier. Many of these contingents are armed with 
nothing but spears and dabs. At Min-lla, near the British 


THE BUBHigH ABUT. 




2,13 


frontier, wherft there is a woll-constm cffid fort, ig pcstud 
the gtVLiijg'est and best-armed dei.aolnr.oat oat of Mandalay, 
-Bot no real resistnxce could be ofierad to ftn English force 
of ail arms, The only opposition would be met at 
Mia-lib. and Ava, just bcEow Mandalay, At the former 
placej forty miles from the British frontier, there is a 
polygonal fortification Capable of bolding men. 

Before bilking it three linos of earthwork faced with 
masonry would have to bo breached or cse&ladfld, but On 
the other hnnd[ there are no ditches Or flank defences, not 
c 7 cn at the gates, and, further, there are, only three gu ris 
in the place and those not mounted. Noar Ava there are 
three forte j Otie ? the face of the old city wall, an earthen 
rampart thirty feat thick and twenty feat high, fhced cm 
the outside with masonry | a second on the ofchor side 
of the river at Sagging, awd Gh.0 third farther up nt the 
bond of the river, at Shway Gyet-yet Those command 
the river at a point where vessels proceeding up the river 
would have to round a dangerous reef of rOcka. But- with 
repaid to these fort-i Captain Barker of II.M.'a SDtb F, V. d 
the best English authority on Upper Burma military 
mabtera, tay-U, 41 without ditch, without fiauk defence, with¬ 
out expense mngamneg, without traverses to protect the 
gunnery they am morn shcdl-trapa for the destruction of 
the garrison .' r He might have added that they are 
without armament, Mandalay itself has natural Ly a strong 
position because of its inaccesslbi Hty. To the east it is 
guarded hy the Shan mountains and the marshy plains 
bslaw. Hi vers and crfielcS make the Approach from the ■ 
south difficult. On the north is an impassable morass. 
On the west of the city arc wide-spreading, thickly popu¬ 
lated suburbs, and the river-aide is defended hy a high 
embankment. But the weakuusH of Mandalay lies ia the 
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worthlenmieas of the army and Itfl feebleness of its anna- 
meat. Tho kiogdoio of Surma is, in fact, nettling life® 
so powerful aa it "was & quarter cf a CBntuxy ago, when the 
second Enmesc wi\r etudEi May a bEoodlesS war shortly 
obliterate the diatiLciiutL between English and native 
territory. 


CHAPTER XXVI 


JUDiajAX ADHiNISTJl.VriOx. 

BUDDOET lflTff ilb at present administered in Upper 
Kwrmns d&t£l from the banning of the now listing 
world. The first crime was theft; the first punishment 
w(t*i a scolding speedily followed by a thrashing; nod the 
first judge was Main oh Thamada, elated by vote flf the 
people to be ruler -Over them. No doubt there were 
■written laws then, hut they have not come down to ob, 
The written code u aw in use was given to tin: world by 
Mano&j originally a Ww-berd, but afterwards a iniuistCrn 
lie found them written in luge characters on the wells of 
another world, to which he was transported when in an 
ecstasy- These! laws formed the first code. Iherfi have 
been since compiled from them eight other codes in fib* 
kingdom of fhxjtne and other ancient states in Burma. 
The Last, called hlali ah Menoo Tlia-yah Shway Myeea, wan 
drawn up on the fonndatipu of the siiith kingdom of Avs^in 
tJje year 1137 n.li. (177c A.D.), hy Mln-kkoung Qyoflj who, 
with the aid of a learned monk, went through &ocf cnrcfiilly 
revised all the codes. These laws In their integrity yro 
those which govern Burma Proper to tito pros out day and 
British Burins in gp fur as they regulate serial relations. 
The codes wore written iu Sanskrit and Mugodba, a 
VOL, II. h 
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Language uauaHy called PfJi through sm error. Tbe 
naWifcPah uigaifins naftJly not ft but culoctriiml 

tert, handed down to EiuUlmts, as composed by pious 
disciples from the teachings of Shin Cft-ULAnm. Tire 
hfagadb* Or fVjJd code accepted is called ^fflnoo WcKHm&r- 
iiEitL from Lis writer and compiler; a minister of state in 
A(M- It is l&okod upon as a commentary on, Or a- hey to, 
the codes, and oontnma tbo whole of the laws. 

Besides the codes there exist also twenty F.toudani 
cnllectionE cf decisions, leading casus in which judgment 
wax deLLverad by kings,, queens, princesses, and ministers. 
These arc bv same regarded &S obsnhste, by many ion-gy^cs, 
however, considered to have Fttili the force of law. The 
host- known of those are.— 

The decisions of MahawtliaU^ the embryo Budli. 

„ Vf^dcoyah, one of the ton great avatars, 

u ftinceHR ThoodannnftSfthree. 

„ LEooiha, 

Dwytta Bwuffl, first king of Promo. 
w Sin-Eyco Shin. 

The laws given by Manoo to the ruler Mab&h Tbamoda 
numbered altogether eighteen- From these all others 
have been framed. The- eighteen original laws lad regard 
to:—-1. Borrowing money. S, Deposits of money, 5, Steal¬ 
ing and altering the appe&rahce of property and selling it. 
i. When o gift may be had back eo. denumdirig it, and 
wlten not, there being six kinds of gifts. &, Deciding the 
wages of carpEnteci- d- Dtfltding the wages of labcnrera. 
7, Breach of promise. El. Deciding disputes Between ths 
owncts of cattle and ncat-henls* 9. Settling disputed 
boundaries. 10. Deciding whether property purchofed 
may be tetnniEd, ll. Aomin atdjona, l£. Theft or conaial- 
meat. 13, Alftfutt, 14, Mutdet. Id. Deridiag the 
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|Moper conduct of huiUud anti wife. 10. Tlia question of 
skivvy. If, Deciding if cock-fighting, betting, yr gam¬ 
bling debts shall be paid, IS. Partition of inherited 
property, 

i£aaoa also laid down, that persons appointed to ad¬ 
minister the kws should not only have a competent 
knowledge of the code blit should also pussuss fourteen 
qualifications, to Follows ;—L. To decide in strict nccord- 
an« with the Jaw, 2. To bo raspactahle, 3. To he of 
moral character. 4.. To inspire* awe," 6, To command love. 
6. To be of good birth. 7, To be rehgtoat fi. To bo 
virtuous, 9, To bo truthful. 10. To be Talented, 11. To 
bo deleted to the Etudy of the law, IE, To pcetjesa 
honesty of purpose and intention. 13. Knowledge of the 
inrioeipul parties and pleaders in a suit 14. Fearlessness 
in deciding cases, or being ?ion-hearted. 

The a of to me court id Forma :s the Hloht-daw, con¬ 
stituted of four woun-gyees, the chief ministers of state, 
who bold their meetings in. a ball within the palms, which 
takes its name from the cmnrt. Each wonn-gyee (groat 
burden) has Ills woon-dcck (prop of the burdon) as ojl 
assistant to ait with him in coin*. These weeu-deuks 
form the third rnak Of ministers, under the four atwin- 
woons (inner burdens), who Jim a kind of horoehahl 
miilistcn, Or privy councillors, and ait in a special court, 
called the Bya-daht, oIho in the palace, The latter We 
Donumlly principally to deal with the monopolies which 
Thee bow Itin has rcicontly rft-estftblishcd in such abundance. 
Fat os any insn, no mutter wltat special edueatino or 
preparation llfl may have iuul, is considered eligible for 
any post, political, military, civil, or judicial, so both the 
Hloht and the By iv d c h t conduct,all manner of business* from 
the external relations of the country to ordinary criminal 
or Civil appeal Cases sent tip from the yohn-daw, the 
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rj.r5an:3‘iLkl oourfi, where tile myo-woens (city burdens), 
usually two in number* Sit daily; or from the tayab-yubn, 
the civil court, where two tayah-thoo-gyees (groat men of 
{ht Jaw) preside. In cither of these inferior courts it is 
not at all unoornfflOft fer ft woon-douk, ct even a -a oon- 
fryibi, to attend and investigate importasi eases, But 
Original suits are also frequently Le^x-1 before the Hlobt, 
and many cose* are decided by the ween-gyees or any of 
tJi t subordinate officials in their private houses- Formedy 
indeed this was the chief SOnroo of dbeir salaries, for costa 
to thft mwM int of ten per omit, on the property under 
dispute went of light to the judge. Tho la to king 
instituted the OUStorci of fixed salaries, and Theebew 
hEili ret/utiB it, hnt neglects to pay tlLC money, It will 
thua ha seen that Law matters, even in the capital, are 
carried OU in a very casual, hap-Liuaard Hort of a way, 
There is no attempt at a distribution of public business 
into departments* and, each individual woon-gyee takes 
his part. In deliberations on all kinds of subjects wEih a; 
much confidence as if be were on export* 

If tho capital display# a lack, of ay stein, chore is certainly 
tittle to be expected from the provinces, Tho same general 
system prevails m the separate districts. Each one i? 
ruled by a governor, or rayo-woon, appointed hy tbs 
Hlobt-daw or by tire king, and armed with full powers, 
military*judicial, clvlI, and ftsc»! r Appc&la maybe sent 
from his decisions to tho Hloht, hut otherwise he is entirely 
irresponsible, os long os he ts regular in forwarding the 
prescribed revenue to ihe myo-sah, the priaca or princes^ 
or Ollier great pom On ago who 11 cats " the province- TJtfi 
JI town-eater" almost never goes to hie district, so that 
it is entirely at the mercy of the myo-woon, end may be 
squeezed by him m much os he thinks proper' ami 
judicious, The subordinate officials Vary in different 
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provinces according to their raquiiemtotg. Aj^ however, 
| L .rive myo-sayayH, secretaries, or towr-elcrkH, nuh-khan- 
dawa, "rWflilWra of the royal criers," uud sikkig, chiefs 
in war, miEitATy offies-rs, who ferns a provincial eotmeit 
or court ImLJiug- daily sittinga and making reports to the 
myO'Woon. fn -Mrao districts, according to the duties, 
there arc .r addition to these. an akuhn-woou, or ievaushe 
superintendent, ;in akcuk-Woun, or collector of customs, 
«* also in riparian districts a yay-wooa, or myit-Hm-WM®, 
who hus a. jurisdiction over the entire river, Ting authority, 
however very often vesta io one of the governors. Thus 
rite present Woon of Minhla has power of life and death, 
as liigh sheriff of the Irrawaddy, from his own town, 
drt«e oil the British frontier, nglit up to Sogaing, not far 
htlow Mandalay. Other officials are the htoung-lunon, 
or gaoler the tagub-hmoo, governors of tlie ga-tes, called 
win-do-hmoo in the eapitfe], wliero they are very invjjorwmt 
offioen, and the uyai-gcung, beads of quarters, in all the 
larger town a Under each governor of a province are 
a number of governors of tlte separate towns under his 
jurisdiction, These are called] myo-oke when the ap¬ 
pointment is temporary, or only for life, and iriyo-tboo-gyse 
when it is hereditary, as is most frequently the ease. 
Bowden these, in some of tFLe provinces there me taik- 
thcc-gyecs, governors of circles pr groups cf villages, eaflk 
of which has its own yua-thoo-gyBb, who in turn has under 
him sundry goungs to look after each his specialty allotted 
number Of houses. As each cf those SU hoodinates has to 
tend in regularly to his immediate superior a certain fi*ed 
sum, determined without regard to lavoumblc seasoos, 
health of the population, or Unytmug cf that kind, and a* 
each man is judge- over the people in hit cllOnKe, it may 
naturally l)C supposed that- the general population do not 
lead a very happy life. Complaints SJOfty he made against 
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bltortioi E.r'M'l illegal decrirno-s, but tbs heads of tracts, 
if they hitve the money, con always stifle jnrpr fry. 

Boms cf the lawn deduced from Memo's eighteen 
Original anuC-tmante strils* one as being mtber aingijlaj. 
Fur ap&rsple, if two men quarrel hihI %ht Uld one of 
tbsui is lulled, there is no penalty ; but if a third party 
interfere? and kill? or injures one of the original &uft- 
batiiftWL be tnuU pay the ordinary fLue for murder, or 
causing hurt Should be birOSftlf be till Led, the other two 
are subject to no penalty. When a mon is guilty oF 
ndu itery with another man 1 ? wife, if it be proved to be 
the first lima, be must pay tb& fine for adultery, u&uldly 
the price of the woman, assesEed according to the judge's 
opinion - if it is her second oBTouoC, lie only pays half the 
fine j but if she has boon guilty for a third time, be pays 
no Sue at alb 

If on* man curses another fttul tome evil happens, he 
must pay twice tbe ptiee cf the damage incurred: thu^.if 
the man dies he must pay twice the value of a man j two 
cow? if a cow dies, and bo OH. 

Whan tbs king dies there ie a general pardon cl" all 
offences and a mruisaien of fines, except in the case of 
debt There urti also seven things which cannot lw re¬ 
claimed after tbe death of the king under whom they 
were promised or given. These am ;—1, lloposits. S. 
Pledges. 3, Money paid wrwtgly by the parties in a law 
suit. 4. Thing? carried off by violence, or seised upon with¬ 
out sufficient title. C. Froi n i»e&. 6. Tilings secretly stolen; 
and 7. Things that have been voluntarily given up by out 
man and taken possession tf by another. 

The decisions of Mabawtbatft, Princes Thoodamusa- 
sahree and otliera, am of little value from a strictly legal 
point of view. They arft chiefly of Hr religious character. 
The princeEE begin? by Haying that her coses arc to be 
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wngidered Jis guttles to nobles and judges as to the lin* 
they should fdW. To be English barrister they wduL;] 
Steui to be escei-jjls from the A «5«m mad a* far 

from praoedeuta as it is possible to imagine anything, The 
p'nty of Mab&Wtllnia talk of the Lord Buddha in the 
birth in which ha exhibited the mast can? Urn mate wisdom 
iinul MiUMa, as in Way* band aya. he embodieg the spirit of 
liberality, Tn both these births,^ in hi? lash Sain QautfuiUt 
spoko fat ihu moment ]je was brought forth. As Way- 
iFi.u uduyi't he immediately Entreated his mother for some* 
thing to give in charity to the poor, and distributed 
forthwith the four hundred [deoea of silver sue gave him, 
Aa MaLawChata, he appeared in the world with n plBEt in 
Eiis hand, and, b&hlLng it up, arid,, " This is n aied i,omd 
herb " Throughout all this hit he waa coiiBianily display¬ 
ing extraordinary wisdom, hialona mil lister? being in the 
habit. of pmpoimdmg difficult oitsea to bint Thus ho wa .5 
shown a leg of aha {Acaeia OaiafJm) from which cutabj 
stupidly CftLLed JVrn Jn]}{/nicn t is obwinad, and asked 
which was the upper end and which ihc lover end. He 
solved the problem by putting it in the water, when the 
lower end, aa being the heavier, sank deeper iu the water. 
Another ease is exactly similar to the famous BjblittJ 
ilecision of Solomon. These decUlOM, though they may be 
intomsting, arc hardly valuable us staiKJ&rJ hading uses. 

Soane of the definitions of crimes iu the Dammathut 
are a little singular- Thus among tho ten desoriptioriH. of 
assault arc mentioned : H Suying in regard to & lunatic, a 
(kunbfird, or ft half-witted poraon who is ill, that he will die, 
and he dies " '" refusii ig restitution fw cuttle hilled \ " 
“ standing layi! an assailant." To avoid being summoned fur 
one of the twenty-seven kind? of CthiSse, on* mnrt he very 
circumspect, far there ie ground for auction if one says 
£l Heh ” to a man, as. tli.e Mntidudny people fire fond of 
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shouting ‘Hit kalnh” ftfier Europeans. It is equally 
risky to address a- man as :r Hnin " t ,c. r in the third person; 
to Sly that he ia i: deficient in atrength JJ ; that h* j& a 
Stutterer, how-l^ged, broken-down, squinting, or afflicted 
with white apota on ]«h body ; that he it Heretical, or, 
finally, that ha h given to using bad language. 

The niceties of the law may ba illustrated by the 
Ibliowjag cose from the Talaing Ihunrnatimt. A man in 
search of honey climbed up a high tree to get at a hlva. 
His foot slipped and he fell off a large branch on to a 
small one below. He ’.toe afraid that this would u^t be 
able to support- hie weight, and called out for assistance ts 
a mahout, who was passing by on bis alfiph ant, Ties 
elephant-driver bcld tip tho took with which he guided 
li i& aiunuil and, told him to come down by it. The bee- 
hunter seised the book, and while Sit was boldfng it, the 
olophunt took fright and ran away. There were then the 
mahout banging on to his hook and the bee-himtor 
clinging to ti c slcntf&r branch which momentarily 
threatened to give way. fortunately jiJHt at this moment 
four persons passed by and were called to by both the 
bac-1 uiutur and the elephant-driver to come und savuthem. 
They could think of no other expedient than tn hold out 
their dothes, which acoorliugly they did, spreading them 
out ns high above their heads as possible, M- a-j to bronk 
the fall, The two men dropped from the tree on their 
fbur preservers, hut what between their own weight and 
the awkwardness of tho iron driving-hook, the wbfilfi six 
were knocked senseless. aod foil on the ground, Whilst 
they Lay in a swoon a doctor came up and gave thorn 
medicines which brought them round. When all hud 
lecovered, he demanded Ills fee. But the question was 
who was to pay him. The elephant-driver Said that he 
uliould not he asked to pay hccsusu he tried to save the 
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hae-hunters life and was an innocent causa cf the injuries 
BuStMMd by hia rescuer?. The bee-hunter on bis part 
m amtained that he should not tie -tailed on for pa.yifl.imt, 
Hcciflg that if ho had net hold on bo tight, the mahout 
ivnuld have fallen and been killed- Finally, the four rescuers 
said thp,t it- was utterly unreasonable to ask thorn to pity, 
HOOirig that Lt was through pure generosity that they hail 
held cut their clothes So snvo tire lives of the mahout and 
thfc bee-hunter, &nd through this net of kindliness Eihev 
tbenisolvca had been hurt. The elephant-drlvur and the 
beodnmkT KHnewhui thanklessly retorted that if a ladder 
tad been brought, or had been cnn-tfnwted, they could! 
ha.ua come down in perfect safety flfld without hurt to any 
OUOj and that therefore tiro four rescuers should pay. 

The question as. to who Si lhvblfi in this case ta ft nice 
one, ns ftls-0 is the point as Sc who should bs roado 
defendants, and who should, b* thu witnesses, The Tbloing 
D-ummutbiLt says that tho incident OCOU rred in the province 
cf Kaw-dohnpah'ystj iu Hindustan, and that the case gave 
rise to the recognition of the root, trank, aiul btftnchen of 
the law, which till then had not been defined, irons 
whom, or whether the doctor got Ills fee fit all, we me not 
told. 

Advocates, pleader?, or barristers were, we uro told, un¬ 
known until a case occurred when certain auiteis from the 
jungle came before the k i ng and were not able to understand 
the court language. A courri official was therefore al lowed to 
assist thorn and turn thoir ru&L-ic j&tgon iutc comprehen¬ 
sible speech. These as “ standing bsfrara JJ the king were 
nailed Shay-nay, ess it wore mouth-pieces for the parties 
to the suit, and the king, who acted as judge, The con¬ 
venience dariv-ed frniu their superior knowledge and 
experience afterwards Leri to the establishment of a regular 
l»ody of Ijamsteja. 
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If the laws are, some of them, somewhat singular to 
those who are uncustomed to the scientific Indian penal 
and civil oodes, aa well as to the growth of centuries of 
Western practice, the method of binding over witnesses to 
toll the truth, or at least the book on which they are 
required to pledge themselves, is sufficiently startling. 
The Book of the Oath, Chehn-sah, is still used in British 
courts of justice, and it is to be hoped that all the 
younger members of the population know what terrible 
punishments they are drawing down on themselves when 
they hold it over their heads and promise to toll the truth; 
what frightful penalties will bofall them if they swerve in 
the least degree from the exact facts of the case. In the 
old times a man used always to be sworn on this book in 
a place where there was no shallow, or in a pagoda, and in 
most plaoes in Upper Burma there is still a special shrine 
where the oath is to be taken. There is one in Mandalay, 
and at the Shway Miugohn Payah, near the oil-wells of 
Yaynangyoung, there is a stone, ordinarily deposited 
between two images of the Hentha, the Brahminy goose, 
which the swearer takes in his hand, lamps being lighted 
at the same time. The book itself might not be kept in 
ordinary plaoes. Some copies were kept in the court in a 
specially consecrated box, some in a zayat, and some, more 
terrific in their denunciations, in little receptacles fixed 
high up in tree*. 

With the view of guarding thoughtless or reckless 
people against themselves there were certain classes 
enumerated who should not under any circumstances 
be allowed to take the oath, or to appear as witnesses. 
These were:—1. Those who do not believe in the merit 
of good works. 2. Such people as trade with the goods 
of others. S. Parties interested in tho case, as well as 
their relations, friends, and enemies. 4 . Great talkers. 
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5. Sick persons. 6. Old men. 7. Children. 8. Overbearing 
men. 9. Public singers. 10. Actresses. 11. Women of 
ill fame. 12. Goldsmiths. IS. Painters. 14. Blacksmiths. 
15. Cobblers. 16. Asthmatic persons. 17. Low people. 
18. Gluttons. 19. Gamblers. 20, Hot-tempered people. 
21. Doctors. 22. Thieves. 23. Pregnant women. 24. 
Hermaphrodites, a by no means uncommon class in 
Burma. If, however, both parties to the suit gave their 
consent, some of these classes might bo allowed to give 
testimony. Another curious old provision was that when 
one of the litigants produced a witness, he himself was not 
required to take the oath, while contrariwise, if he swore 
on the book, it was not imperative that he should coll 
witnesses. 

The Book of the Oath is not quite fixed in its length, 
nor in the number of the imprecations which it threatens 
to false witnesses. Some copies are much more diffuse 
than others. It is always written on palm-leaf, in the 
ordinary character, and these in English courts are kept 
wrapped up in the ecclesiastical kabbalufe, usually sewn 
for greater convenience. The commonest version is as 
follows:— 

I will speak the truth. If I should be influenced by 
the laws of demerits, namely, passion, folly, anger, false 
opinion, immodesty, pride, scepticism, hard-heartednees, 
then may all these calamities attend me and my relations, 
wherever we may be, by land or by water, travelling or 
remaining quietly at home. May the nets who gfiord 
the sacred heavens, the aihoora nats and all other giants, 
the nata who guard the three Boskets of the Sacred Law, 
delivered by the most excellent Buddha, and all the other 
holy writings and sermons; may the nats, the guardians 
of the sacred relic#, the holy hairs, the teeth, the jawbone, 
the frontal bone, and all the other relic#; the keepers and 
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warders of countless shrines, all golden and made famous 
by sacred memories; the protestors of the images and 
figures of the supremo Buddha; may the nats who guard 
the sacred mount and all tho hills cjf the Southern Island ; 
the nats who watch and ward the itnighty riven, the lesser 
streams, the lakes, the torrents, cataracts, and whirlpools ; 
the nats who preside over the vast forests and the single 
trees; the nats of the sun, the moon, the stars and 
meteors, the clouds, winds, mists, and exhalations; may 
the nagah and the galohn, hideous dragonB, and cruel 
birds, all bceloos, ogres, demons, warlocks, all the evils 
that come from without the body; may all these spirits 
and ill things unite to slay me and mine, to the utmost 
limits of kinBkip, if I speak not tho truth. 

Whan I uud my relations aro on land, let all the hideous 
land creatures, tigers, beelooo, elephants, male oud female, 
demons and giants, buffaloes, poisonouB serpents, the 
cobra, and the hamadryad, the scorpion, and the centipede ; 
may they all seise, bite, crush, strangle, and devour us; 
may the earth open and swallow us up; a thunderbolt 
from heaven descend and annihilate us, it I speak not the 
truth. 

When we travel by water, may our boats siuk and he 
shattered by storms; may crocodiles, writhing snakes, and 
ravenous fishes, kill and devour us, that wo suddenly die, 
perish, and oome to utter destruction, if I speak not the 
truth. 

May the five calamities, occasioned by fire, water, thieves, 
governors and enemies, oppress us; may we be subject to 
all the maladies of the body; may wo be as fools and 
idiots, afflicted with madneffi and leprosy, with all kinds of 
loathsome disease and evils that deform the body, with 
itch, scurvy, ulcers, deafness, blindness, dysentery, the 
plague, and all manner of mental and corporal miseries j 
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may we incar the hatred and punishments of judges and 
rulers; may we be for ever separated from our forefathers, 
children, and relations, throughout all succeeding worlds; 
may fire destroy our goods ; lances, swords, arrows, and 
knives, and all sorts of weapons cut and pierce and maim 
our bodies; may I die instantly, vomiting up dotted, 
black blood before the assembled people, if I speak not 
the truth. 

Moreover, if T speak not the truth, may I and all my 
family after death be instantly oust into the abyss of hell, 
there to wander for a cyde of worlds through the eight 
great hells and all the smaller ones, suffering all the 
torments of these places; and when at length I «h*ll 
emerge thence, may I become a pyehtta, or a thooyaki, 
and thereafter some hideous animal, passing through all 
the wretchednesses of the four states of punishment. 
Finally, when after innumerable worlds I shall at length 
once more become man, may I be the slave of other men 
a hundred and a thousand times, if I speak not now the 
truth. 

But if I speak truth, may I aud all my relations escape 
the three calamities, the four states of p unishm ent and 
the five enemies; may all tho ills in the body and all that 
are without the body keep far away; may our wealth, 
honour, uud estimation ever increase, and when we die 
may we attain the happiness of men and dewahs, and 
speedily entering on the noble path, reach tho cloudless 
pcaoo of Nch’ban. 

A desire to avoid denouncing on themselves all these 
fearsome penalties led in the old times to a good deal of 
trying by ordeal, a form of decision which still prevailg 
extensively in country districts in Upper Burma, and 
occasionally is mode use of even in Mandalay. The forms 
used are those familiar in old times in other parts of the 
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V\ or]i.l, ai.i.cl'i ns eating consecrated rios, lik* ll ift filfft Engjlifili 
tjfftimaed 1 phmjjpg tk& finger wrapped in n tL:n palm Leaf, 
into melted tin ■ immersing MOUier and amused \d water 
t-o so? who would remain longest below and prove lijj 
innocent*!; OT guilt. The yaJmua firs usually present on 
tbc&e oesaaions, slid recite certain formula beforehand, & 
great connrn.i.it* nif people auembUqg to *s* tire Last. The 
fj]yfK)sLtig parries wftde into tire river, or into ft took, up to 
tke cheat and then duck under, a coupHe of men holding & 
huflld over their heads to keep them down, Tire tma that 
ConifiH up Snrt l& oast in the ujise. AnoUiCx form common 
at the JMtgodas is for both paitfea to resort thither, when 
the monks again recite the precepts and sundry ether 
phrases- l^eu equal parts of wa* are carefully weighed 
uiic, end from those candles are toadn for plaintiff and 
defendant. They sue lighted simultaMOUSly, 6fld the 
holder of the cmdLe which hist burns our. is adjudged ‘to 
hare lost the Oftie, and judgttflieilt lh delivered forthwith. 
The winning party, lor all the ftionda. are always present, 
immediately cause their hand to strike up, dancers perform, 
and songs &re sung, and twty token of triumph ig ex¬ 
hibited. Unfortunately, however, for any supposed efficacy 
of the. system, substitutes are allowed, and in addition to 
this, bribery plays ns important a part almost US it does in 
the law eourti the ms elves. The mtm whose money goes 
farthest wins bia case, whether It is decided according to 
the principles of the dammathot, or the lottery of the 
ordeal- " 

The punishment? inflicted are eometiiaes vary cruel, 
and the treatment of the prisoners occasionally savage in 
she eitcems, In criminal casss torture is frequently 
applied to extort confession from the accused, or evident 
from the witnesses. Rich mail usually suffer nothing worse 
than ft fine, For the imps Sun id It a, sentences vary from 
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hip dry stripes with si rattan, ■with or without impriHon,- 
mant, to mutilation, perpetual slavery, and denth. Eicopt 
for ''debt, a man iKOtfencad by the court to slavery, becomes 
jm with all his descendant* Jbr ev&r, and they are usually 
allotted to sumo pagoda, doomed to suftport life by begging 
m ta-doiing-sabs, or relented to some other of the out¬ 
cast classe*. Death in. ^■laTjflfLlay ]s almost invariably by 
decapitation, the agony of the conde mn ad being 05- 
CBsiopally prolonged by a, fiefldisk executioner; the custom 
of throwing Tietuufi to ba devoured by wild beasts, or 
trodden to death by no Id elephants in the elepban l.-trop, 
is, now almost wholly given up. In tbo provinces, how¬ 
ever, other method* a re yciy frequently adopted, North 
of the capital crucifixion H i* particularly common, The 
JeWbat, or wale a' tflillg, does not at all resemble the 
ordinary pictorial representation of the cross, It is more 
Hike a double ladder, consisting of three stout bamboos 
food upright in tbs ground, thmo bars lashed to them 
iLCrisoatally with Canos, and over these again, two cioee- 
imrs in the Ebape of a St, Andrew's cross. Theso punish¬ 
ment stakes art always put up on the river -bunk or on 
Kmd-banIts En the stream, and aro particularly common 
where the Shan and Each in hills Dome down ftO ywbore near 
the Irrawaddy. Sometimes the criminal Eh titled before 
he ia lashed up, sometimes he SS tied up find and tlren 
disemboweled With a sword-gash acrcm tEi® stomach, or 
rendered helpless by a few spetu: thruais. In either case 
til* body ia left hanging, to ho picked oisan by the vultures 
and the hones gradually fall off. Formerly, when the 
mouth of the Irrawaddy was Burmese territory, a favourite 
method UHed to be to tio the convict down at the edge 
of the stream at low water and leave kirn to bo drowned 
by the incoming tide. The fishes were often more 
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expeditious than the vultures in devouring their prey. The 
favourite kind of stake for thiB purpose was tho “ stump 
of bell" the irregular ahort stem of the undeveloped trees 
in a mangrove swamp, looking like pinnacles or knob, 
rising out of the confused net-work of exposed roots. 

But imprisonment is often worse than death. The 
prisons have never been cleaned out since they were made, 
some of them noisome underground cells, some flimsy 
wooden or bamboo structures open all round. The 
prisoners sit with their feet in the stocks perpetually, 
knd the long bamboo which unites them is occasionally 
triced up so far that the poor wretches only touch the 
ground with their shoulders. A favourite time for thus 
inverting them is at night But a man who has not 
had enough money to satisfy the judge may often manage 
satisfactorily to Bquiue the gaoler. If he effects that he is 
on the whole comfortable; he is allowed to go away in 
the morning, have his meals at home, and go back and 
deliver himself into custody at night again. But if he 
has no money, or no friends to pay it for him, he had 
better die at once, indeed he certainly will before long, 
for the only food to be had in prison is that supplied 
by relatives of the convicts. If no friend brings it, the 
gaoler certainly will not supply any. It is better to be 
« proclaimed,” to suffer monng chaw, than to go to gaol. 
This is a punishment almost oonfined to the capital, and 
greatly resembling the old English naval practice of 
flogging an offender “ round the fleet." The oriminal is 
taken to each gate of the city, to tho oornerB of all the 
chief streets, and to sundry pther frequented places. At 
each of these point* his crime and sentence are read out 
and he is flogged. None but the strong-constitutioned 
can stand it, but thoBC who survive sure free men. 
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Notwithstanding the severity of the treatment in the 
gaols, the laws are really very mildly administered, and 
there are very few whose relations cannot muster up 
enough to secure them immunity from torture. Capital 
sentences are on the whole rare, except when political 
considerations come in. Then there is no mercy. 
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Tnn first people, when they toot counsel together and 
appointed a ruler to repress crime and manage the affairs 
of the country, agreed that each man should pay a tenth 
of hia thalay rice, and this tithe system remained m force 
in Burma till the last reign, not merely for supplying 
the royal coffers, hut also for paying all pnbhc servants. 
King Mindohn abolished the tithe system as far as the 
payment of local officials was concerned, and arranged to 
give them fixed salaries; bnt even in hiB time this law 
was somewhat of a dead latter, and undar the present 
rtfimt, if governors and secretaries did not resort to old 
methods they would get nothing. Unfortunately for the 
people, the ancient system was by far the most profitable, 
and the collectors ore not at all likely to agitate for their 
payment at stated times from tho treasury. The actual 
exactions of these worthies far exceed what appears in 
their black porabeik note-books, and are in fact only 
limited by the possessions of their victims, and occasion¬ 
ally by & slight foor of consequences, if a desperate man 
should complain to Borne powerful minister in Mandalay. 
Then the delinquent might he turned out to make way 
for a friend of the woon-gycc’s. But, alas for the people, 
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the change, if not exactly from king Log to king Stork, is 
only too likely to bo from a well-filled stork to a lean 
and hungry one. 

The division of the country for the colloction cif revenue 
is identical with that for administrative purposes, and the 
several duties are carried out by the same persons with 
tho same assistants. The one man is civil administrator, 
judge, colonel of the local militia, and revenue collector 
for his locality, whether province, circle, or simple village. 
Tho fixed revenue demanded by tho myo-soh, be he 
prinoe of the blood royal, minister, maid of honour, royal 
spittoon-bearer, or white elephant, is remitted to Mandalay 
by the resident lord-lieutenant of the province, together 
with a certain overplus for the " provinoe-eaicr’s ” secre¬ 
tary, clerk, and treasurer. The whole amounts to from 
sixty to eighty per cent, of the money nominally raised 
from the people, and the money kept back is supposed 
to pay for the services of the rayo-woon and all his 
subordinates. But tboy would be vety much less groat 
people if they got no more than this. It is imposablu 
to say how much money is collected in any one district, 
or even in any single town. Tho steatite pencil roconls 
are easily effaced and altered, even if they were ever 
accurate, and no on© knows anything of tho details of 
taxation. A certain circle of villages is called upon to 
produce a certain amount of revenue to go to the capital, 
and as long as this is regularly paid no questions are 
asked. The governor divides out amongst tho circles the 
quota each is expected to pay, and the taik-tlioo-gyee in 
his turn makes tho allotment for the villages under liis 
control; finally, the village headman gives his instructions 
to the tithing-men, and they extort all they can from 
the householders under their control, Tho system is 
admirably planned, but the working of it is execrable in 
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its cruelty. Ewy i. to ^ > ^e, “J ™<* 

ie^e to dirtrirf, ta* fl» “** m *™‘ th * ^ 

permission, granted toOttgb to W antha "‘ ke J 
STX come dorm to r®*p Tintisb Biin'M. peddy-^ 

™ NowmliM and E™ber have dlrf them to W, 
Jiortojrea behind, their wives and funtoe. or some nenr 
relntiaiL to gpoMHtw tot «W will ***“ wtm the 
SBflKMi k over, ^ pay tboir ngway^aw. 

TMb or "royal wlrtr," « ** ™ HDUKe 

0 f the revenue. Et IB a <* fundy-taj not 

a eapltotto-ta*, tough its ineidflDW m punO? so 
aiMJuSd that it practically cOtnaa to to a poo a.°M> eh merit, 
m rftw rate a UnA tf mde- property-to- The aiaouat 
0 f W wltiw&d, which naturally vines oMMdlllg to 
* fi mLra bET of We available for the purpose, heivse as 
a m; ! da tough it seams to be n. very riM** «». 

For the amount (Wed*! in miewai™ yam aad m 
adioitnajr districts ditfeiB in the most cap™™ way. 
Bat to tat-ebng-goungs never fail to inent out whm 
nwnrr in, and to get the Urn's aharo of it 3 fw ^bere to 
^.collector trny alto bo to judge,. ton » small room 
for hesitotiofl and attempts to ahifk ^ payment The 
myo-sab has a very Huiuman' way of decidsaig the matter. 
He muMM to the governor that the« are » many 
houses in to province, and that he IS to col Sect throe, 
or five or seven rupees a head from them. If the automate 
Of the number of ton** ia too high, the myo-woon atofa 
the tra-nhto on to bis subordm&tes j if it is too .ow—hot 
there is no UBe ooriHidearing that 033*. to l never beard 
of an instance when to "to^atir" nudes-estimated 
whit was due to biro- 

Heit in jsnpartonca are the imposts on produce. X nflK 
are estimated in a rtlll more, arbitrary way. * land 

measure not vary ranch different from, an English acre, is 
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assumed to produce A hundred baskets of paddy. Of this 
nay amount foam ten up to forty per cant* is taken, 
occasion ally in money-value, hut moos frequently in kind. 
Such dues would be heavy enough in any case, but they 
ure particularly burdensome when the LuUl docs net pro- 
ijuce the hundred hiisknts, assumed to be stored in tbe 
public granaries, where aD tho farmers mast lodge tboir 
gram, The amount assessed would be A geed crop for nn 
actnal pe, but when the loud-mcasurcr starts with 6 cubit 
settled by the standard of the breodLh of hia own band, the 
result is r&rftLy favourable fo the cultivator. Sometimes 
Ibo prooess is varied by imposing a tax in kind or money 
on every plough, or, more often, on every yoke of uzen or 
buffidoea. In a similar wsy, tobacco, cotton, wheats 
Sdsaninm, pcppci, oniona, and all kinds of vegetables are 
put under contribution, A small subi is also levied on 
OCKUA'DUt, arena and. palmyra palms. Fishermen Lave to 
pay in coin, or ixsli-paste for each of their UCtS or Jlsb-tfAJpS; 
EDmct-iniCS the liberies are formed Oist. Then there are 
does on timber, and on the gums, rosin*, oils, and Other 
idlest produce. And A multitude of other minor imposts-; 
duAS Oil the gala of cattle, licenses to sell various Articles, a 
lax nn. brokerage, transit dues. Mid SO oji, ail imposed 
whenever the district offers on opportunity for them, 

A fertile source o£ profit to the officials Are the fees an 
lawsuits and criminal cases, a-S welt as nn miner matters, 
Eneh OS the settlement of petty quarrels,, divorce suits, and 
the Like, which do'm>t require fo be formally tried, hut sail 
he- settled in the verandah of the thoo-gyCC's llOUSC over a 
obeiviOt or a tid of betel. At the beginning of the year, and 
iid c-ther great kndaw days, special sums have always to bo 
wrung out of the people to furuish the presents required 
to be offered to tho king by all tbe officials, fooen t3.se 
nsycsaJi downwards. Oorwes and enforced duties- of all 
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kinds are frequent, and the men selected for such service 
can only got off by furnishing a substitute, or bribing the 
tithing man. The king or some great man wants to build 
a pagoda, and orders are sent round to the various circles 
tluit they must furnish a regular supply of workers daily, 
The taik or myo-tboo-gyeo draws up a roster, and each 
man has to go and work for a certain number of days. If 
he foils to go he is triced up to a post or a tree and gets a 
sound flogging. Similar forced duties ora the protection 
of the frontier and the pursuit of doooito. Such work is 
particularly detested, for the men have to keep themselves 
supplied with food, or get their friendB to bring it to them, 
and this is not always an easy matter. Besides Buch 
service may lost on indefinite time. 

Added to aH the ordinary imposts are occasional extra¬ 
ordinary contributions to the Crown on the occasion of 
entering upon war, or upon other public emergencies; 
The Hlolit-dnw in Mandalay fixes the amount, and it is 
divided among the governors of districts. In 1708 a call 
of thirty-three rupees was made from every house in the 
country. It was two years before the collection was 
finished, and the result was six million rupees. But how 
much more the people paid is quite another thing. Very 
heavy calls were also made in 1827 to meet the first in¬ 
stalment of the indemnity dne to the British after the 
treaty of Yundabo. Tho money was sent down at dead 
of night to the British Commissioners and all the people 
were ordered to close their doors and remain inside that 
they might not see the national humiliation. As on 
instance of Burman carelessness in money matters it may 
be mentioned that when the final instalment was paid, 
considerably over the sum due was sent to Calcutta. 
When the overplus was returned, there was great discus¬ 
sion among the Ministers as to what could be the inotivq 


XXVII.] 


REVENUE SYSTEM. 


203 


of the Indian Government in being bo singulariv 

scrupulous. 

A good many districts are almost entirely exempted 
from taxes in recognition of special services required of 
them. The inhabitants of the capital are particularly 
well off in this respect. They furnish the tiuopB to guard 
the palace and city. Moreover, it would be much more 
difficult to oppress them with impunity, apart from the 
fact that if they were disaffected h would offer a premium 
to rebels. For similar reasons some of the townships 
about Mohi-sho-boh are free horn the ngway-daw. It 
was from this district that Aloung-payah, the founder of 
the dynasty came, and insurrectionist princes always make 
for Moht-Hho-boh when they levy war. Several villages 
on the Irrawaddy, in consideration, of supplying the royal 
gilded boats, manning the royal barges, and passing on 
Court despatches, ore relieved from the family tax. But 
the petty officials take very good care that they do not 
grow rich on their immunities. 

All these methods sure more or less sanctioned by ancient 
custom. Modern ingenuity and requirements have, how¬ 
ever, found out new ways of raising money. The pious 
ardour of the late king led him to spend vast sums on the 
erection of pagodas and religious buildings of all kinds, as 
well os on the manufactories, cotton mills, foundries and 
powder mills, with which he crowded the suburbs of 
Mandalay, and closed when ho got tired of them. All 
this oast a very great deal of money, which even the 
exaction of benevolences from wealthy oourtiera failed to 
supply. Consequently Mindohn Min turned merchant and 
established a great number of royal monopolies. The pro¬ 
ducers were allowed to sell to noue but to him, and he 
could fix the price which he was prepared to pay. For 
long, cotton, jaggery, timber, wheat* precious stones, and 
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earth oil could only be had from tbe royal merchant, and 
the trade with British Burma wag in anything but a satis¬ 
factory state. Then in 1867, Colonel Fytche, holding out 
the inducement of increased Customs dues from the newly 
started Irrawaddy Flotilla Company’s steamers, persuaded 
his Majesty to giro up all the monopolies, except those of 
earth oil, timber, and precious stones; and to agree to a 
unif orm import and export duty on all other goods and 
merchandise, passing between British and Burmese 
territory, of five per cent- ad valorem. This treaty lapsed 
in 1877 and was not renewed. Nevertheless, King Mm- 
dohn did not renew the monopolies. 

When his son came to the throne, he issued, or there 
was issued for him, a proclamation, stating that he was 
going to adopt Western forms of government, and expressly 
announcing that he had no intention of reviving the 
monopoly system. He was, however, with his wild, ex¬ 
travagant habits, very soon in as great monetary difficulties 
as his father, and since 1880 has been steadily soiling 
monopolies and giving grants of forest land for hard cash 
payments. The new monopoly buyers, haunted by a foar 
of British interference, and not by any means assured in 
their minds as to the stability of Thcebaw Min's rule, are 
only anxious to get as much money as they can, and 
therefore will pay only the moat absurdly low prices for 
produce. The cultivators, finding ull their labour is in 
vain, are consequently in large numbers giving up farming 
or working in the forests, the consequences of which will be 
a still further shock to the trade with British Burma and 
an entire inability on the part of tbe population next year 
to pay the house-tax. Besides the monopoly system 
derived from tho craft of his predecessors, Theebaw Min 
also hit on the notion of lotteries for the replenishment of 
his treasury. The system worked very well for a time. 
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and brought in great quantities of money, but latterly the 
loose coin of the populace has all been netted, and the 
lottery source of revenue is pretty nearly worked out now. 
In 1879 and 1880 Mandalay was perfectly flooded with 
lottery-offices, each under the superintendence of a minister 
of high rank. Those who were ablo to show the king the 
most money were highest in the royal favour, and conse¬ 
quently the rivalry between these worthies ran very strong. 
All manner of dodges were tried to entice speculators 
away from all other offices to the minister's own. The 
Hpoung-woon, Myo-woon, the lord high admiral, and lord 
mayor’s establishment was generally admitted to be the 
largest and best, and it was certainly be who first began to 
try and allure the people. He secured the old custom¬ 
house buildings for bis office, and inclosed a wide expanse 
round about it, with a strong bamboo fence. Porous pots 
of deliciously cool drinking water, each pot supplied with 
a number of tin mugs, were arranged on stands all round 
the sides. The antisoporific letpet, the gignntic, but 
soothing, green cheroot and the good betel lay in great 
heaps on the tables everywhere, and vanished with extra¬ 
ordinary rapidity. A dozen or more punkahs were hung 
up and worked by coolies, so aa to calm the brains and cool 
the heated faces of excited clients. Later on, when other 
woons and let-thohn-daw followed his lead, the oncrgetic 
Ilpcung-woon added bands of music, dancing girls, and 
even regular dramatic performances, kept up perpetually, 
to the other attractions of his place of business. Some 
managers strove to get the better of their neighbours by 
giving the people unlimited supplies of palm-toddy, in the 
hopo that the heady liquor might induce them to risk 
their last ooins. Others hit upon the device of returning 
oue pice—about one farthing—on each ticket taken. 
Others again, desperate at the thought of being unable 
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bo render a good acccimt to their royal master, cugagod 
gangs of bul]its, who went about threatening people with 
violence or false aogu sationa Iu the IftW-SGUTta ii' -o.ny but 
their waaier were patruitiii&d, while tho Zuy-gyo-d&W myo* 
■woon Oo Thah Ob, in virtuo of his official position, sent Iuh 
subordinates to the Cbmeae gambling* house keepara, ami 
forced them to subscribe periodic id ty tir>r fifey tickets at a 
couple of rupees each, i f they hoped to retain their gamb¬ 
ling licaasffir iTired by bis csaaipla, the V aw Shway-d-aik 
and Teing-dat AtwinwOMB also made use of their Court 
Euf.uence to draw subscribers. Brokers and traders of all 
fl^ionahtiK who had business with the palace wore put 
down for e couple of hundred taokedg or ho, cm p&m of 
losing their contracts. Quo of tbo wooa-douks hiss ad¬ 
vanced and liEedless enough to select the DiiiomCi-yobn, a 
place Of worship and prayer, fgr his lotto ry-u face, All the 
old lines were upset. Drawings were hsld whenever the 
lists wore filled up, !iO mutter whether it WAS An OObolinay, 
or a more SACcod feast, and, os a ocmHequRnos, the minds of 
the people were kept in a state of perpetual unhealthy 
excitement 

Neither buyers nor Hellers were to be Heen in the 
bazaar, Cultivators sold u IT their funning stock and 
inipScmentSj and launched ah their money into the stuto 
lotteries. Tsiheis sold their daughters, and husbands 
their wives, to have A (LaaI try for fortune, until tlie 
lottery managers issued a nocioa that they would give 
no more tickets in exchange far "women. To fill up the 
t;.itill a faster, and draw in every avni lAfck Coin, twenty, or 
even mors, people were allow ed to club together to buy a 
ample ticket* Business, was entirely suspended, and ail 
the pocmlo hovered about the lottery-offices, lmignuj for 
the drawing, while eleiiucd-out speculators pmwlgd about 
day and night, watching for an, opportunity to thieve and 
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lull, How it yy£S that LllC plundered people dicl not fLsij 
against the govornmenf, nr FLt least against the lottery 
mai-mgera. is a myxtory, but they did not. Ttus suburbs of 
iLu'ji] alay wore fill*;] for a time witJl fidsied gttmhlHiB, until 
the soldiery employed to drive them farther afield, 
v.'hcn many mode their way to the frontier, and recouped 
themselves by raids at British. Burma villages. Eventu- 
a!Ly money failed, or the psoplo were diHihusiDnssod, and 
tile lottery offices, though several are still open, drive hat 
a very alight trade. Then Thaobaw Min bad to resort to 
other measures to meet Ills expenditure, onid since July, 
18S1, has boon disposing of monopolies right aud left, 
Having fmi&hod the export monopolies, ho is oommenoing 
With iLloec Cut importa. The EiitisU trade 'oith Upper 
Burma is being steadily ruined, hot the English govern¬ 
ment will do nothing, notwithstanding the ttldde&% 
known fhet that all BurrnMi* whose opinion is worth 
having, long for iho mmes&tinn of tins whole of BnnHJl 
■proper to the Biifcish flag. 

Since the above was written, the monopolies have been 
abolished, in deference -to a reLuonstrBJioc S&nt by the 
Govemer-Geuerol of India, The abrogation must havo 
cost the king very little flincom, for ho has received alt 
the money from the unlucky speculators, and it is they 
alonO who suffer. But the people may ho expected to 
derive some little benefit from the renewed freedom dF 
trade. 
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Ilf India the Rajah has sdwftyfl been considered the 
■chhif jp'oprjetor of the soil- and the lord paramount Q¥Ct 
all those who own it or dwell npon id In Rurma pre¬ 
cisely the reverse of this system obtains. The king is 
indeed considered entitled to a- share- of tJbe produce, anj h 
as a matter of fart* in Burma Proper gets pretty nearly 
lit of it 5 bat the origin -of tits land tenure rests Ofl AH 
entirely different foundation. The Burma^S go hack to 
the first peopling of the earth Mid the appointment of 
the saintly Payed Alowug to be ruler over them. M&bfth 
Thamoda anno after the lands had been pretty generally 
taken up by tie people, and therefore the cultivators of 
the original tkal&Y MB. had no intention of Appointing 
him supremo landlord, when they ehose lutn to he the 
milccs of tiiE Law and of the ad mi niirt ration of justice. 
He acquired ft share of the produce of the country -only 
by the free gift of the people 'ffhOj.tn provide revenues 
for him, of thoir own ecoard surrendered a tenth pmrt of 
all their crops thac he might ho free to devote himself 
entirely to the mtnugdmsut of the public affaire and tho 
axe cution of the laws, This right to » tithe of the pro¬ 
duce of the soil, and no more, is explicitly laid down in 
the Indian Buddhist code,. the Ilhamma-that, or laws of 
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ManOO. TEris ancient booh, which, by the my, is entirely 
distinct from the Indian /fisiifafos qf Jlfcsuo, eaimcktefl 
03 fallows in the sixth, chapter i K The king, who ih <mr 
ruler, HlW&t a,h‘d* by the ten kingly lava. All toad wlucb 
is pncMmed shall be hi^ but lit ahull h&vG no right to 
take till- Such lands aa are cultivated by man, nr baira 
been previously reclaimed, shall remain to the cultivaAnff 
and his huitE. But he shah have a tenth of tho produce 
of all riae-Andg, orchnidE, and guldens; and all eiciee and 
ferry duties aa welt as MBfila and public works, el Lull 
belong to him, Through a Kuecession of Worlds tho drat 
king, the great Mabaib ThatUada, has established ono- 
tf.nth to he hia portion far ever, and let this he regarded 
u3 an everlasting precedenct- 1 * 

According to the Dhn.mma.-th at there are seven methods 
by wh ich lauded property may ho acquired. These nrfi aa 
fol Iowe:—L By gift from the ting. This Se made only 
to soldiers Mid officials 2 . By inheritance, 3. By pur¬ 
chase- *. By allotment from civil officers. El- Ey per¬ 
sonal reclaimiiijr from the jungle. D. By gift* 7. By 
unchallenged occupation for a. period of ton ysara. 

The first two titles arc called perfect. The rtmaindor 
art open to question, and may be disputed by any one 
who can Ebc-w a prior claim. In actual fact, however, it 
may be said, that the man who reclaims for himself a 
piece of land out cf the jungle, becomes by hi? industry 
proprietor of the clearing, without reference- to local 
authorities, village elders^ or any one at ad, and has, 
thereafter, an inaiitiiabks right to his tenure, with no duos 
to pay whatever, except tho sum tho toik-thoo-gyee may 
SCC fit to slesees, him at. That 'worthy's valuation, how¬ 
ever, always dispEaya aa -enthusiastic belief in the fertility 
of the a oil* The landed proprietor con dispose of it by 
gifs, or ha ifipy sell it; otherwise it -denMadB to hia lieirs 
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Eind a 2 BLi^ in til* crder of auccoH&ic-n ; the whole right 
ami title is effijjntially vested in the owner and the bcira cl 
]Lia body. The tenure la, therefore, by what lawyer cull 
lee-aim] M Tidal, or allodial right Tim aotatc Lift by the 
aripunl occupier is seldom broken up. The Heirs: till 
parts of it, or gaiter the whole crap in succearive years j 
so that lha. land doss not require to be epli: up into infinj- 
teslUMii parts. This practice is rendered oil tbo easier by 
the thBLiuea! of the population. It is open to any one at 
ar.y trims to- c*f"e for bioagalf ouB of the. furCSt 0 holding 
dF hifl own, andtbus there 13 no- temptation te brent up 
the original &mily acr-sa. It ig singular that undoi a rule 
so eMnptetoly despotic os that of Burma, where every man 
is the ting's slav^ and cannot- crees the border without 
bLa pemteihm, the right of land tenure shott-d always have 
been SO fijtoil and certain, The fs»dne£E with winch tile 
people cling to their ancestral landa lisa- something of 
aim Oat religions frivour ifi. tea tenacity. Ai=, long aa a 
family rcuiaina in the neighbourhood of their inheritance 
nothing will perttiado them to giv® up their connection 
With it- In Tipper Burma, to thi present day, land is 
never acid as tho terra would be undentood ill Europe. 
The transaction, which goes by ths nam-S of 6 ftalc, is, ia 
xeality a kind of mortgaging,, or, diOT exactly, pawning, 
if such a tarrn coil he used with regard tc land. 

The escatc passes from one occupant to asiother for a 
certain si:.in of money, jend it ia clearly understood that ii 
at nuy time the criminal owner j.S in a position to reclaim 
hi? property be may do 30 whether the purchaser likes it 
or not. Farther than this even, the buyer carnet sell the 
land to a third jxnty without first obtaining the consent of 
jta former owner, Ti otwithstanding this feeling, lnJ-WOVer, 
it 16 seldom tllOt n. property eon bo found which has 
minni aed for any OPnridijrabl® length of trims In the same 
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family, This i* owing to T.Vnj constant rebellions and wars 
batwn Peguana and Buthmm u,nd Shim*, which havo 
tom the country for tbs last. five bundled yoaro. AH those 
who wore not killed, wore driven s-way from their former 
homes by ruthless invaders or were dnfftod off to fight for 
the king. In tbs short intervals of peace rival govern ora, in 
desperation for means to raise the revenues expected from 
their provinces, would temirt people away from their 
former homes by the offer of rewords or a. reduction of 
body service, Thus jft some, cases the proprietors; were 
killed out, in ethere they left for districts so remote that 
it was LnpossdbEc to retain a hold on the ancestral 
property, however great their attachment to it. As ssn 
illustration of the sanctify attaching to Ownership of land, 
the law concerning church lands may fce quoted from 
Syddhaghoshs's Parables : "Whoso shall take for himself 
or for another, WWt-myay f fiOnsecratad or glebofond, shall 
become a mite, or a white ant upon that sacred ground 
tor the whole of IfiO^QOO cycles;' 

The eighteenth of the original eighteen kwa given by 
Manoo to the king, refers to the partition o: property, anil 
an elaboration of this points out sixteen descriptions; of 
children whe carnet claim- a portion of their parents' 
property. The d Extinctions are more minute than js 
at all rveceasary or indeed comprehensible. They in¬ 
clude all children born cut of wedlock, among whom, 
are reckoned such as are horn before the parents 
have been married ten mouths; all children that are 
purchased, or adopted by tiny other oCremouy than that 
of abadcCtA Ot kcektitna 5 and such aa " from respect or 
affection (style their guardians father or mother, 11 Tiro 
settlement ef boundary marks was one of the earliest 
duties of the first ruler. The thaluy rice became con¬ 
stantly scarcer and scarcer, and it was determined that 



g» TBtK BERMAN j HIS IaFE AND NQTIQN& [ce* p . 

ii would be well to grr9 every person hia share mod mail; 
5t off distinctly. The fcppoiitfmeat of peraoas to esc Cute 
this duty was the fust occamon on which executive 
officials wots lb anti necessary. Ifonoo enumerated 
twenty'five object* Suit Able for legal landmark a. Tbif* 
indud'ed, all )i:dtnrn.l onsets Siwb aa Lakes, rivers,. ridgeH rad 
bills, remarkable lange trees and clumps of bw&b<K»; orti- 
fidBl boundaries el an equally permanent character, such 
as pagodas, shrines for fiemofi-woiahip, zayats, ar rest* 
lionsea. rtme pillars and sacred pasta, wells and Cairns ; 
finally such ELUgilaj distinguishing marks as heads oJ 
aittle, chaff, aabEE, charcoal, SOJKl, bn:ken earthenware 
vessels and. men's honeE. " Beating the bounds," one 
nnnld thinks must have been very necessary with, tlia 
ynilager members of tin hanachold in tbs case of auch 
"perishable boundary Lince as could be conatituted by chat' 
or overt send. In Upper Burma the cultivoliog population 
ia so sparse that u-O difficulty is found in tha matter of 
boundaries. In Lower Birrmob forma are as distinctly 
marked off as knd-snrveyOTfl' chains can effect the opera- 
tien in pcinljftg cut tile little raised ridgeH which separate 
the plots of paddy land from one another. Nevertheless 
they are hardly such OS the acute of England farmers 
would approve. 

These Alodial tenures art the only ar.es which exist hi 
British Burma. In independent territory there KK two 
oLher kinds of bolding, which arc not, however, very numer¬ 
ous or erTEnsive. The first of these are called tboO'gyeC" 
EOh fields, and consist of certain tracts of land near the 
town or Tillage SCt apart for the maifttensne* of the 
headman As chat official is anything but a permanency, 
the tonatl for the time bang very seldom fflltiwUefl teem 
himself, but lets them out to farmery who are required not 
only to pay him bis rent, but a* a rule must also supply 
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the revenue da minded from the owner by the StdK, 
There is therefore no very eathliEiaEtic bidding to r tlia 
kinds, hut he alffftya gets ft, tenant somehow or othoi. It 
would he a- bod day ;or the viliupa if no qjuj time formrd, 
Every man in the place Would he called upon to work for a 
certain period ou the Thoo^j'ee's parldy"fields. 

The tfiird da?? of arable efitRtea consist* oF the lands 
known as bhfonda, treasury, or royal debls, These mi the. 
private property of the king, and urn cultivated ordinarily 
by tho outcast lamaing, crown predtid slavoa. Sometime t, 
however* the wJtelu of the ftrrmenS in the nqdghbrwbwd 
are Eimmened by roster to do their one, nr three, ^-five- 
days* work, for which they receiite no payment.; on iAn? 
contrary, if they try to escape they roe tied up and uecorva 
a dozen, nr two according tn the Etumanity eif the district 
governor, Near the capital, where nppro&rcm new iisi> 
gross a & m the outlying previucea, tlto eeltlVetara of the 
lut-da-W-gy*G ai'4 frequently freed from nil taxation hut. tho 
payment of tho family tax, and some even, us in tho 
neighbourhood of Ouug-hin-lay, whose revenues are 
assigned by the king to tho great “ Aruban ' h pugodo, an.: 
let off even the ngway-daw. But those ui T cry 

irksome, for the pdyuiOnt of a little money will slway*. 
ensure the omismiou nf a uapie (hun lire tusk-thoogyer'a 
list, and the work falls all the harder on tho lucklass 
remainder, The whole of the produce nf the hb&jidn 
lauds belongs nf course to the king, unless where he hua 
otherwise assigned itv ‘Wh&f With revenue paid iii kind 
and the coops of the let-dnw-gyee* the lute king had 
granaries as vast us those which Joseph built for the king 
ivT Egypt. Minrlohn Mill drew from thorn to pay hi* 
soldiery, varying the monotony from time tn time with 
pieces of rotten Manchester grey shirting. Olieringa tn 
the Sacred Order, of whom he doily fed isevend thousands, 
VOL. II. T 
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ft laj served to keen tbo storehouses within MteOUfiblc 
tflijods. TJiBSbtmr Min turns bia grain into money with 
alL possible SRpedilioil, and the money vanishes with 
equal rapidity. 

Thfl only analogy ti' the erovra lands in Entisli territory 
iR found in the reservation of foresta by the government 
for t ho tircRftrvfttiftn of teak and other valuable trsca such 
M the tbit-k(i {GtdntU taom), thit-kEvtoh (An tax* Bwr- 
■marau!!), and padouk [Ftmwj»a indisu), which are 
absolutely reserved, that 5g to sty, no tree may he felled 
which has not been girdled by government forest Queers. 
QVftn by those who have bought the right to remove the 
timber/ It LE orpressly Heated that tllfi lessee is in no 
case allowed to girdle teens on his own account and the 
rides me in Other respects uf the most stringent and 
Oriental description- No teumg-ya, or hill-gsjdcnB may 
he mrulfl in the demarcated tracts, A. Rejection of liven 
and streams is made which must be kept free from all 
srtiltoial obstructions, whether for frslterisu, irrigatioa, 01 
(itber purpose* Unauthorised foiling, cutting, marking, 
killing or injuring teeeH of all kinds, Eluubs nr bamboos, 
the collection of wood oil, rtlin, and even leavUs* and any 
interieyp-ncli with tie soil, or ins produce without parmis- 
sion, is made paul Even the use of existing roads and 
bridle-paths may, if the forest ofic*r sees bt,bc prohibited. 
At pieaent, out of a total or£i& of about SE-B h OCHj square 
vniloH of teak-producing forests. Earns 1.300 square miles 
arc thus reserved, but it is intended very shortly greatly to 
extend the State property. The Eurmuil, who knows 
uothing whatever of game laws or edicts against trea- 
pasgere^ is Ifioiirad to lcok upon this striugent rcSriwatLorj 
(if land which the ancient code declares free for all, ftS 
something far mere despotic than the enforced labour 
and extortionate demands cf national rule. Boubttesis 
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time will prove to him that it is u visa precaution to 
guard from destruction a dow-glOWing tp« like the teak, 
ami when the 'S&ndermg hunter gets to understand that 
foreiTt fires are a colmnity and nut simply y,n easy method 
af nutting a clearing, tis State forests Trill colid to he 
something lesg like pheasant covers than they now arc, 
Otherwise, waste Sands, as in Upper Bonta, Are By the 
law of the Pl.nMnma-that op On to nthoeninrE. Any one 
nun select for Intone if a tract of tmolt land at Ilia plenum*, 
snd mny clear and cultivate in any -way hfl chooses, paying 
his tux upon it when the tune fer the annual asuessraant 
of Jmd rovenue comes round. In many cases, however, 
ho is allowed to hold his land free from Craes for such 4 
period as may he necessary' to bring it into a thorough 
statu Of cultivation. In such a Case as this he has to apply 
to the ThiM-gyne—the Old hereditary officers being retained 
throughout British Burma—of his circle, jf the- land dees 
not exceed five acres in extent. If it :e above that urea, 
application has to he mode te the English assistant-cam- 
Tuiaatemor, or to the Daputy-oomnnSesiOiinr in charge of the 
district if tbo average of tlie new claim exceeds fifty. 
The laud is then surveyed and a grant is drawn up speci¬ 
fying the term of years during which ho shall be free 
from impests. Thia varies, according- to the hind of jungle 
which is to foe cleared away, and the hind of cropH intended 
to he grown- The exemption is in .no case for Jess than & 
year. If riot is to bo grown, seven yours is tho longest 
ttrrn of rent-free tenure, hut for orchard cultivation it 
extends to twelve years, In a few ensea, whore the nature 
cf the ground necessitates, in addition to clearing away 
the forest growth, the digging of etlurjiuds fer irrigation, 
and the erection of dams, extension even of ih is long period 
is granted. As in I'srance, Norway, Jo^an, and Switzerland, 
the farms, ore all very small, in some coses, almost absurdly 

3 £ 
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m Alun^r the frontier the II*]dings average only about 
£r C MrgFij in tJm Bangora district from 5k*MK to twenty 
!v(icea is the ordinary aisc, hut- here anti there are a :crv 
WHEideraWy larger. It would, hlWtfTHfi he a. great mistake 

to endeavour to introduce larger taniMloirs. It m entirety 

ucainsb the genius of the peffplt and appBnrauoB of 

foreign capitalists amid not fuiL to ho Otherwise thin drH- 
astmus. The present mode of cultivation IB slovenly 
enough, and larger fijmB wo aid meat certainly not tend to 
remedy the defect* which is due in great pari to the super- 
ftbuniiaice of available arable laud lying wo*te. Bum:a ift 
pragresing fast enough as it is. Tho abundance OF noli 
land, tbu &d% with which rights over it can be acquired, 
the great demand for riot, CJC-d the ew-incrtMing cmiuter 
damLVtid for European goods, the tiroed, thongh heavy taxa¬ 
tion, tho cessation, of all irregular and unexpected coUcCtiOnE, 
the "absolute personal security enjoyed by all under tire 
English administration ; all these benefit have resulted in 
the trebling of the population of British Burma daring the 
t^CDtv-aix ye«a ainoe the nuiuoxatiau of Pegu i in “he 
more than trebling of the trade—the value of the sea- 
berno merchandise alone having doubled and reached 
twelve and a half milUor.s Sterling daring the last ton 
years—and in the wonderful increase in revenue, which 
mnlies Burma the most valuable uf all the provinces under 
the Indian government. 
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KAl'DALAY AWT} BUTQOON, 

All HR! 2 a NS talk, and with good reason, of the tilFigic 
growth of their Cit-iCs. But Sor more mushroom growth* 
Mandn' ay wilL compare even Yritli Chiengu ii$el f* and if wa 
arc to judge of tbc progress of a ecimnaicial place by the fair 
criterion of business results, Rangoon u*y bold up its bead 
in confident rivalry with any of tbo typical American 
cities. Twenty years ago the site of Mandalay was swampy 
paddy land mid mnk jungle. Notv an area of five square 
miles is covered with houses, many of them squalid 
enough certainly, and with large patches of unused land 
round about them, but none the loss contained within the 
city limits, RftUjjfloon catue into British hands in l£53, 
and at that time possessed no enmmerae wcitlcy of the 
name, indeed it was only known as the plsee for pilgrims 
to the Shway Jingo bn pagoda to atay at, and the residence 
of the Regent of Pegu, as being tho guard station on the 
most accessible mouth of the Irrawaddy. Ten years later* 
sEdps entered or cleared from the port, having a tannage 
of il^OjOdO tone, and the imports wore worth I ,300,000/., 
the OKpci'K lylOQROOi., and sines that date—about tbe 
same period when Mandalay was fuundfrd-~-the tonnage 
lias increased to 1,000,000, the value- of the imports to 
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5,000*00 sJterfmg, and the exports to 4,000,13002* In 
a,' quarter of ft century the eomitiac® of British Burma 
has risan to nearly 20,000,00(U. Htorliug, Til® population 
baa qvadrapled; public workfl ars carried on; education 
is widely diBflBmiUBted, i the admin inkratien is carefully 
manured bv Kritiali officials i & railway. 1 03 miles long, 
laa b eQ[1 "made; there are 1*300 moles o£ telegraph 
liaea; stately law courts and other public buildup 
iiaVfl sprung np, aud so far from the wort being a tax 
oa the Indian Imperil Treasury, British Burma bfcS born, 
after ica fear foir years, more tbiul gffilf-aupporting. For 4 
considerable tuw itbM contributori to the Imperial trea¬ 
sury a clear surplus of a million sterling. The nitre 
figures am in iherasolves surprising: but they caanat be 
truly appreciated unless they are read along side the 
obvious, undeniable, and aetncmledged prosperity and 
contentment of tba EGrtive population. ’V/ben Tipper 
Banna- is annexed, M every Borman believes it will be 
amused* and every true Butman hopes, even more a*fan^ 
i airing results may be expected, ftnd the Asbay-pyee will 
prove the brightest jewel in tin* British crown. 

In contrast with this, Mandalay baa nothing to show 
but itH six* and its forced growth, £0 lung S3 the king is 
a man who* like Theebaw Uin* has & 0 Ver travelled twenty 
miles at a stretch in all his life, it cannot be otherwise. 
NmT be bps pee ended the- throne, be cannot leave the 
enpitai, and §e&J<S dares even leave tba palace. 11 iC 
perpetual incenHO of flftttery natumUy makes him 

11 -Tito tluj Hiadc n:\jrniur el (liO tavig 1 
Yes tto £rai" wifi) lb*t ciLme riUlto tlic world." 

Seme of tire ministers hftv-e visited Europe, and could 
reform the country* if they dared* but it is ill pHHudfcg 
tbs tiger to give up dEsli-eating* They find it difficult 
enough to tocp their hcada safe, even when they do 
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nothing. wbora there are sa many lurking about for a 
chance to oust them . The fall *f Bumum rule ia rdreadv 
ever due. Two ancient prophecies have been fulfilled; a 
hat-wearimr nation has settled in the land, and ships hare 
gone up the Irrawaddy, without ill wee's end without sails, 
and the old legend tells that those signify the dcuon of the 
pviiicss. Whftu the English Government causes to mistake 
moral clap-trap far humanity, and nursery (tacts for sound 
principles, we may hope to boo ail Burma cultivated an i] 
happy. 

dire mushroom gTovvth of Mandalay is not to he mistaken 
for a sign of either prosperity or ar. adratrengeaus situation. 
The astrologers and the king scttEed tho ubty aim between 
them, and when tliis was arranged a royal order cauufe Cut 
hiddi ng all remove themselves from Amarapura to Msndalay 
oo paiu of death in case cf refusal The transference of & 
bamboo hut is certainly un vary groat, undertaking, and 
occupies leas than a week hi the pulling down and setting 
up. But the hardship was none the less whore the people 
hail gardens, or fruit-trefis growing in their yards. The 
Chinese alone remained firm. Their houses ware cf the 
■usual substantial, heavy, Celestial architecture, wed, more¬ 
over they had built for themselves An elaborate joES-houss, 
in sphmd-our quite equal to the best in Rangoon, Can- 
soqueiitly, they flatly refused to migrate the two or three 
n'liEes distance to the now Capital. The QStyologeiiS were as 
usual for using ferae, hut Mmdolm M:n bad more souse. 
The Chiuatuen were almost all British subjects, and more¬ 
over their dealings contributed substantially to the revenue. 
Th<yr village rhsmfora remained, aod has sewed to drug 
out a long suburb beyond die Airnkau Fagoda as a kind of 
connecting Link. Kumbeis of later arrivals, however, 
settled in the royal City of Qtms, and the wealthier mor- 
eUutits nil eventually moved their head-quarters thither. 
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ao that his Majesty triumphed m the end. The best 
houaeH in Maadnlay, the Only hriet ones, id fact, are all in 
the possesion of the GhiraBB and Mogul mootmaU, Hur- 
matia have neither the right nor the money to nuild any - 
ibiag but wosdsm erections- Those latter have, however, 
the compensating advantage that thoy stand aLl h>TSt ihc 
vateX violent eaithquah bs, while the brick houses, even 
when they are strengthened by an elaborate w ood-i-n frame■ 
work, usually Mllapse when there 13 anything like a hfiWy 

chock, * 

But tJic great majority of tho houses ojg sample wftttlfld 
huts, with 1stge open Spaces Lu their rear which serve 
U keep the town airy ar.d well-ventilated, According to 
Buramn cnscuan each house has its little Hkop with the 
entire dock in tad* displayed t.he view of the tasser 
by. As iu all Eastern towns, those who occupy themsalveH 
with & regular handicraft all duck together. Thus the 
umbrella-makers and sailers of saddlery live to the south 
of the ?alact r vendors of bamboo-work and lacquered 
boxes ta tho weat, while the potters aud niifictdlatteOUs 
goods shops me mostly along the street that leads to Payah 
Gyae. 

Tlv-era is uO attempt at metalling iuiy of the reads, 
Except the broad thorouglifare which leads up from the 
steamer ghaut, pad the ministers' "villas," up to the mit- 
tVirts of the town, for Mandalay lies two milos awuy from 
the river-hank, the idea being tb&t aC Amarapura ths noise 
of tho tcueifrnera ste&uieis disturbed the royal repose. 
The big stones which represent, tbe metalling &5Q this 
one road are rather a trouble than otherwise, CaCC-pt to the 
vuir.ures and egrets in the wot weather, when all sre-und is 
a sea of mud, and the boulders form an eligible coign of 
vantage. Elsewhere the streets arc cut into huge rute, 
and the bullock-carte go along in the hot weather in a 
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pj-ro«iL-ii of dust, and in the rains a ploughed field would 
be smooth goiflg in comparison. But the gaily-painted 
" amagea,' 1 which always miggnri a dog-kcnnel de wheels 
to a European, anci stroEgly-builtvand the- fair daonos inside 
arc used to the jolting. It is only when the king j>r 0®e 
of the queens goes forth that, any attempt it toad-mending 
ts carried OH, Tken an amekn-daw is issued, Shin-buyiu 
Twet daw mao mee, the Golden Majesty, will mate & 
royal proginss, and aE! along the route the housc-reevcs 
ace that the tough pLaoea- arc made SLriooth, and the 
crooked places straight Thus the main tlLcroughlhres 
are kept in a state of fair repair. In ether respects, how - 
ever, Mandalay is vaatly superior to fth Indian towns. In 
hJL the city there is not a chain, hut it is equally certain 
that neither i& there a smell. There am no such slums 
as constantly offend every genae a uon hns gat in the 
Black Town of Madras or the native quarters of Calcutta™ 
TIlls deumllness is due to the tjfirtioiiH cf the great 
muULtndfts of swine and dogs. The pigs form most 
ufircient scavengers during the day-time and wander uH 
about in 11 l e must indepeadeat and ownerless fashion, 
charitable people ia search of merit setting out doily 
meals for them, while all in MtOJ&Mi thmw out their 
straps and leavings in the confidence justified by ex¬ 
perience that nothing will he left to decay. The great 
majority of the doge, equally with the parkfiHl, belong 
to nobody in particular, and make themselves comfurtahk- 
under any Slows* they eorrua to, sleeping nearly alt day and 
howling And fighting all night. Those unimaLs arc all 
StrentLoun adherents uf tho Old BBTnum party, and cherish 
a moEt fanatic hatred for Europeans. The old bo nr will 
run between the log? of the white man or of his pOiiy, 
in a simulated stace of alunA ftt thtt faded ghost-like fiice, 
while the pariah dogs let all the town kimw the progress 





282 THE nURMAN ; HIS LIFE AND NOTIONS, [chap. ; 

of a white man by their fierce barking and mapping of 
teeth a yard or so off his calves. The dogs of one street 
pass him on to the next, ao that it is impossible for a 
wandering Briton to go about the town unobserved. It 
will not soon be forgotten how the English Assistant 
Resident had to run for his life from the Mandalay boxaar. 

He had killed a snarling brute with a quick backward 
swing of his stick, and the pious life-regarding, populace 
came out upon him armed with billets of firewood and 
formidable dabs. He managed to keep away from them, 
but he had a half mile race of it, and the Residency gates 
were smashed in by the mob. Then the guard dispersed 
tho people. Next day, an old lady, who claimed to bfi the 
owner of the dog, visited the big Englishman and told him 
she forgave him. He was barely polite. 

Bunn ana have no trouble with tho pigs and dogB. 

They find their own countrymen much more awkward | 
to meet There is constantly some prince or min-gyee 
passing along the streets, and then the road must be 
immediately cleared, ami every one must get down 
humbly on his knees till the great man passes. Any 
delay in clearing the path, or an imagined want of 
reverence in the ahekhohing, meets with very summary 
punishment. Before every dignitary rush along a poese of 
half-naked lictora, yelling out to the people to bow down, 
and hitting round about them with their fasces and dabs. 
These masterful ruffians particularly love to insult English- ; 
men. During the late king's reign an edict was published 
exempting Englishmen from the necessity of getting down 
ou their knoes in the mud and dust, but ordaining that 
they should lift their hats. The lotya toung dearly love 
to launch torrents of abuse at their victim, and make him 
dismount from his pony and remove hi* bat whan the 
prince is half a block distant In the spring of 1880 an 
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English mercantile man was actually bullied into going 
down on his knees. But, as a role, where they can, 
foreigners turn down a by-street, or into one of the waste 
plots of ground. This method of avoiding the annoyance 
is not open to a Burrnan. If he should try to avoid 
paying due obeisance he would be denounoed as a 
disaffected man and thrown into gaol. 

But there are plenty of other obstructions to bo met with 
in the streets of the royal city. Each householder is con¬ 
sidered, or considers hinuself, perfectly at liberty to do wluit 
he pleases with the section of the road in front of his house. 
Accordingly, when tho spirit moves him, he calmly blocks 
the thoroughfare by erecting a temporary theatre for the 
performance of a pwA The construction of such a 
m&ndut does not take very long. A framework of bamboo 
is run up and covered in on the roof, and one side with 
bamboo matting, and there you are ; the stage is all 
ready, and the spectators deposit themselves where they 
can find room. After the three or four dayB’ performance 
is over, the stage is pulled down, and tho thoroughfare is 
clear again. During the season a dozen or more of these 
plays are going on in Mandalay on tho same night, and 
the entire population turns out to SCO them, thuB effectu¬ 
ally blocking as many streets as there are performances. 
This might be awkward for.the ordinary wayfarer wore it 
not that ho would probably infinitely prefer staying to see 
the drama to continuing his journey. Great men arc not 
so complaisant. Two of tho massacred prinoes, the 
Mekkhaya and the Thohnzay, Beemod to take a special 
delight, when they were belated on some roistering 
expedition, in breaking up such plebeian gatherings. 
They would come sweeping down tho street with -all 
their retinue, and tho spectators, deafened by tho music 
and engrossed whh the action on the stage, would get 
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their first hint of tiic torrent ramiug in tie vigorous 
Uowe dealt ftll mu ad about them by the howling LictoR, 
Everything would be disorder and alarm for a time, smeii 
&u<J women dawn in tha ditch* the stage thrown Over, ajul 
the spactatOR scattered Jar and wide, Then, ten minutes 
later, they would all K®ia bank yj^dri; there would he a 
few remarks floowming hie HnyaL Highness—' 11 very often 
out at uaeipectEd times, and always making :lis appear¬ 
ance SQ anddenly," &o. t he.; the bamboo erection would 
hs propped up again, aad the actore continue with the 
raise a i if nothing whatever bad happened, though the 
clown, no doubt, ancJteH is much fun out of the incident 
na he dams. 

Going about at nigllt in iHaudslaj is not much 
practised. Titt&tre-goen usually return home with the 
ruing sun. Them aro HO lumps in the Streets,, ud eo 
trrery one who has businew after dark U required te go 
about carrying a Lantern or beating a -drum or gong, If, 
my one ventures abroad without thus marking Ms move¬ 
ments, he is promptly arrested by the night watch, and 
oaco you ore ovifwted in Mhadslay it ousts a good deal 
nf money te get fret again, no matter how good ftu 
ftflcount yarn may be able te givfi of yourself. To save 
themselves the rreabls of being cntiatently on tku look-out 
as well as te trip up any one who tries to rati &vay f the j 
gqmdiauB of the peace have an unpleasant cusmn of 
tying rapes aerosu the road an mob or two above the 
ground, end these are tguite as offcetool ttLftH _ tmps as 
have over boon invented. 

When [V fire, occurs in the Golden City, it k usually a 
very big ono and burn-i until it can find no more tVcI- 
Thsre am two oCMim® for tins. Tie most obvious is> of 
course, that wood Lute, with ttfi indammahLc roof like tlio 
dance leaf, catch file with the a Light sat sprk and there is 
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nothing in the shape of a fire-engine, even in tEiC palace. 
The second is very characteristLe of ft despotism ancl vastly 
more disastrous. Immoinori-d custom has served to- con¬ 
nect ft conflagration with ft revolution. When an attempt 
is to foe made ho seise the throne, the attention of the 
people and the soldiery is always diverted by mcandiavy 
ju-es. Therefore when & house takes die the people found 
nearest to it by die sight watchmen are always arrested 
and made responsible for the catastrophe, As ft natural 
canoequ-eniKj the moment flames burst out, not only the 
inmates of tlia house, hut all the -neigl i hours take to their 
heels and run, without incommoding themaelvea with oyen 
the smallest portion of their property, A fow of the 
royal troops OOiIte down after a time and unroof ft house 
hnic Liiirl tkero. and perhaps Oven pul! down some alto¬ 
gether, but their efforts aa amateur firemen are usually 
nf the most feeble and futile description, and tins flames go 
on till them is nothing more to hum. Nest day the un- 
lieppy humt-out people otsine back and mnke for them- 
h clvos little hovels of bamboo matting among the charred 
jiOSfa till something bettor can bo run up again. This 
neighbouring quarters contribute something to support 
them, or they get their meals at tlia manasteries, and in 
a, fow numtlia all traces of the fire hftv* disappeared, the 
sanus rickety huts, with tire old scanty store of wares rise 
up again and the scorched loaves fall off the trees and cm? 
replaced by fresh green foliage. 

The population of HandsJoy is a very 1 queer one. Of 
the Burmaos the great majority are soldiers or hangcra 
on of the various grnat men about the court. The residuum 
is composed of a few honest tradesmen and a- vast quantity 
of bad characters, broken agriculturists, gamblers, thieves 
from Lower Burma, and -outlaws from alt parts. The 
number of ycliow-rohed yah ana is eitraoc^inary. The 
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late king used, to give fiJlD* to Ei.U'jO of them daily, the 
jsi 2 of rice being OrrO»gEd in kmg H>wh du a platform 
erected specially for the purpose, with mountains of 
Imumulh, and tmy& hftfiped up with ngft’pee, entries and 
DtradflQMrtB of nil kinds. Tbcctev.V Min La net so eager 
£)r merit, and actually went the length of driving n couple 
of thousand of the holy men Out of the capital Slil? 
OVCD he gives them periodical feaste, and there must be 
quite lUjdDO cf tho religious in the Golden City and iia 
immediate neighbourhood. Besides these there nve 
mica emu B other natixniHltttea - the Chinaman, SDiooth- 
shavon and prosperous as alwnya, whether gaunt and 
big'honed from Tynan eju? Specimen, or sleek and sturdy 
from Rangoon and the Straits, defying the most griadiug 
o&icinl to rob him of hi? profits, ftud drinking Iilh tea and 
smoking his opium-pipe with supreme composure; aud good- 
k uni. our: j the boarded Mogul with solOtaft faoe and Jewish 
kLoVs cf trade: the Palcnug come down from the north 
with hk bamboo raftfi laden with pickled tea; the Stalwart 
SbuA with baggy bluO twmsora and tattoo marks down to h is 
miklES, journeying in a, long caravan with sword-blades and 
ironwork and a cavalcade of mountain ponioa; the heavy, 
easy-going Karenifl j the Lithe, treacherous Konhin, bringing 
tribute perhaps from hifi chief and spying out er his way 
down villages easy to raid in a night attack; all these, and 
a best cf Others, may be seen any day in the royal City nl 
Gems. There arc not a few white men tee, evOci nowadays, 
when evil times have fallen upon them, and there are not 
the pickings that were to he hod when Mindohn Min vraa 
king. But many of them are them sorely against their 
inclination. Mandalay has become &J1 asylum for insolvent 
debtors, runaway soldiers Mid sailors, and unlucky adven- 
tamrw from British territory, just ns Rangoon used to be 
for India Lo the old Burmnn, days, There are numbers of 
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French and Italians in government service, as military in- 
Btrautifffl anti superintendents of tbs vftrijoas factories ■ 
officers who- have been cashiered, or disowned by their. 
fttmiheE, Of ate in otb-eJr ways ander a aloud. One Count 
there la, who constitutes the scientific branch ctf tUe servico 
iii himsslf. ffifeuuiactitrsu and sells fruit syrups to the cup. 
tains of steamers, prwerre&.fl p 0 ckHfc-1iandlierehLaf with a 
coronet in the comor, and carries bis r^ads in liis finger¬ 
nails. The flhl king ',v(ts shamefully cheated by a Variety 
of speculators, nor a few of them English]am, Perhaps it 
vns his Own fault. He had a perfect liiOTlOUaaflia far 
making cannon and thought that every white man mast 
have soma nation of how they were to be man a faO hired. 
Consequently, whenever some frusli wanderer came to the 
royat city and requested, employ merit-, he was brought be¬ 
fore the king, and hCuuC £U0h dialogue as the following 
onsoed: ir What is your najuo? I# “John Smith/’ ""What 
can you do ? 31 " May it please your Majesty, I ana a sea- 

cook/ 3 " Can yon make a cannon l *’ Whereupon John 
Smith, if ho was a- wise man., would profess his ability to 
make the attempt at any rate. A lump of metal would 
by nude over to him and he would chisel and hummer 
away at it and draw bis monthly pay fts regularly 
as be could get it. When results were demanded he 
would either run away, or boldly ask for a grant of 
money te enable him to go to Europe to get the requisite 
tiwls. Neither tools nor man wore ever seen. Such lack 
of moral principle was believed by the king to Otise from 
the want of a Buddhist training, and be continued to bo 
imposed upon to the very end, ThOobuw Mia Still retains 
some foreigners in Lie semw, but tiLey find it exceedingly 
bard to get their pay. 

Thus Mandalay prosente a series of violent ocntuiEts; 
jewel-studded temples, and gilded monasteries, standing 
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aid* by side with wattled hovels, penetrated by Every Trind 
hliat Mowb ; the l'i flighty prince preceded by the re a pi to l 
moidorttf, Ids Meter j the busy Chinaman nest. deer- to the 
gambling scum af the low country; the astrologer, lsamnd 
m his mautiOS, overpersuaded by the glib talk of tb* 
western adventurer; and over all hanging the fear of 
pri&M with its nameless horcma : and the knife of ih* 
anpn°™ 

In the beginning of the century, Bangoon was in much 
tiLfi some condition, except tl iflt it wae very much smaller, 
arul far more miserable and desrlato,. Now id 1ms broad, 
smooth roads, boailtifidlylaid oat public gardens, abundant 
street lamps, spacious mercantile offices, miih, schools, 
gaols, liospitaisj dubs, arid halls. The popfilfttMfft lorres 
an even more uiOthiy axRsmblsgO than is to bo found in 
Mandalay. There urn Chinese, Japanese, Malays, Siamese, 
Natives of India ef tui! parts, Bengalis, MadragRis, Mcgulu, 
P^tsis, Persians, Saiati^ together with AnuGiuana, Je"wg, 
English, French, Germans, Italians, Greeks, acid alt the 
European nationalities, tnixKd up with the native races, 
Burmese, Tabling*, fjhana, KaiCLtns, but they are all kept 
in cellar by t.lse strong aftn of the law, which is the stuma 
for the rich man HJld the poor. fitly it not be long CrC 
the Rama benefits ore e it ended to Mandalay. 


CHAPTER XXX. 


XRAS f COirp-UfATTON or Time, WEIGHT, ETC. 

"B ufL'iJ m rc ohr-OilGlojgy rew^iLLsas tlve di (Terc-nt em^ only 
the last of which however is ever practically used. These 
are;—- 

1. The KawE* cm, which _ was abolished by Shin 
Gnutn.mu.'s grandfather, It had extaniad over* E^GHCl 
y^n,^ ruid came Lo an end in the- year 001 before the 
Christian era. 

2. BhodaW Eensahna, the Buddha's grandfather, then 
established an era of his own. It lasted only 14S yeaiB, 
or till B.C, o43j in whi oh year Shin Gautama died. 

3. The Rehgioua ora. Fj^ed by Ayatathat, King of 
Ihgadhn in India, dating from the death of the inost 
cUCellent pnynh, and currenr. till a.D. Hil. 

4- King 7lifiiuohndayit J s sm, established by that 
rr. an arch in A,D. a El at Prom*, and lasting till A.D, 030, or 
for a period of 5(32 yearn. 

c. The current era, established by the Yaihan PoihppaHLW, 
w]jen lie usurped the throne of iFogahn in 030 ajj. The 
year 1244 of this era begins in April, 1302, 

The changing of the emt was in most cagca- tn avoid 
cal ami ties, threatened for certain years by old prophecies, 

vdl. ir, x? 
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ftlid in a few LnHtanMR nf eras wbinh gained no peirro troont 
plate, merely sak* of gratifying royal vanity. 

The ondllUBy year aono-rts of twelve Inn nr limnlha, of 
twenty-nine end thirty dap alternately, Every third year 
a thirteenth ninoth is intercaktEtl between the fourth arid 
Thu dfite on whkh the par begins in the month of 
April is determined by the calculation ft of the royal 
astrologers in Utandoky, and publiftlifid throughout tin? 
country by the pohn-gyees and di Strict official?;. 

The montbn with their corresponding' English equivn’ 

about April. 

„ May- 

„ June. 

4| July. 

(A second, a Tjrjuk.rya W&aoh, iftterwlnied every third 
year, last in 1542 BX, 1530.) 


WahgOOUg about 

August. 

TawthaLin „ 

September. 

ThadingyOOt n 

October. 

Ts.'eop ngmobn „ 

November, 

TTft'daw 

December, 

Pyathoh „ 

January. 

Tnhohdwfe * 

February, ■ 

Tahoung 

March. 


The days sue not counted right through the month as in 
tho EuropeWi system, hot os with a watch, or as with the 
=■rlaj - if itself the month is divided into two parts; the 
In-san, or waging maon which lasts from the ftrefc to the 
la-byeUj the full inooa - r end horn the following day, ihs 
iCtll, to the end of the month (the k-gw t) tomes the 
waning, k-aoht oi k-byce-gyaw. 


Icats^ are os fellows :— 

TsgOO 

Elcsohn 

Nayohn 

Wuhso'h 
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EeEidtH this, tbero is a division corresponding to that 
i-Df/t W«ks in the European qystan. The KVtm days are 
named after the tight pWrta, or astrological houses 
Sunday IS Tnmiigaooay (the day of the May Yawe* or 
S.m)j Monday, TatLuOft (from Li, or Banda, abe Moon) ■ 
Tuesday, Inga (from Inga, Mam); Wndneadfly, from one 
in the Toonijiig till mojit Bo-liddahoo (from Bohddah 
tfRicury); the rest of Wednesday, fawn midday till 
midnight, Yahoo (from the (lark planet of the Ham* 
name, a mangteons, foul nat, who strive to swallow the 
Wim and moon, and Canaan partial euEipsus hy I [eking and 
puling them j once every three yearn he attuckH the sun, 
and once in sir month a the moon); Thu red ay F Ejatba- 
hnday (from Fmpatee, at Pychpute®, Jupiter); JYiday, 
Xhouk-kya (from Thank kyu, Yean&b Saturday, Sonny 
(from Thauree, Sutum). The SOlocttan of the pin nett to 
dElfiOti the dayu of the Wfink by nu*s so different now, 
whatever they in ay Originally have been, sis the Chinese, 
Scandinavians, Greeks, and all the Hohammadan tribes, 
lj angular. 

For ordinary popHH the day and the night arc divided 
into four periods of three hours each ; from e3x to nino, 
which 3a called ta-chettee, the first watch, ono blow; 
twelve o'clock, the neut Quarter, in announced by bni’- 
chettee, thfi second watch, two blows; three o’clock, 
tboan-cbettee, the third watch, three blows; and siz, 
luy-chettoo, the fonith watch, four blows, Thcso hours 
are sounded in Mandalay by alternate tutting cm a liu^jo 
£0ng and drum placed in the clock-tower by tliu eastern 
gate; and at 1-ny-cbettee, sundown or iunriuo, the palace 
gates are closed, or opened, as the case may ho. Moon 
3ft styled molm, and midnight tha'goung; and the word 
byan 3a added in the sense of tho English p,m. Thus 
S'Li'iyec hyan tbohn-chotiee would ho throe p.m, 

n 3 
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I» English territory of course the English system bftx 
been adopted, but it hae DC* yet made any m Burma 
proper. For astronomical purposes, fillet 63 tie easting 
oF the horoscope and the calculations Car fortunate days 
aod the like, "an wn&fldingfr dribomte scale eststfl, but 
it i& never made oho ef in otili liaj 7 l^hp though refenmoes 
to ft in wligUraa boots are net uncommon. Til* unit in 
a naya, This, is the petted of time in *UsIt ten dnshc* 
of lightning mny take place, or the time it takes to 
^ink"the eye tOU timet, or to throw out tiio arm as 


ofbao. 


4 N fry a. arm 
IS lEanah 
10 Kayah 
6 Pyan 
To EaOMnab 

4 Fad 

fifl Nay00 
Is Yet 

2 Bctkha 

IS La 


equivalent to cue Kanati, an 

H dP 

* hJ Pyw»* 

„ Beczauah. 


rH inmant " 


jp 


i> 


Jh 


Fad, 

Kayee,, an " hour J ' 

Yet, a d&y and night. 
Behkha, or tide (of the 
mooujj & Kplf month. 
Imf ft mouth. 

Huii, a year. 


Betides the ordinary names given above for the twelve 
months, tile soothsayers for the sake of the iwraued 
foaming it faeniS to give them ana accustomed to refer 
to the mouths by the names of the twelve signs of the 
nodiac , called Yaih.ee. 


Thus TagOO is known as Mebt-thn, the mm. 

Kasohn * „ Pyelltitha, tbo ball. 

'_ Nsyoku ,, i f Miydahn, the union of the 

procreating powers of tiio 
msdo and Jamal*. 

Knrakut, the crab. 


Waheoh 


ana 


ail] 

Thus. Wa-h gem rig is known 
„ Tawth&Jin n 

„ Thadmgyoot „ 

w Ta'aoungmohn „, 

j, Na'daw w 

H Pyathoh „ b 

J, TrdX'lldvLj „ 

lh TdboUTlg' „ 


TIME^ ITl'CL 

as TheliD h the lion, 

Kan, tii$ virgin. 

Too, tins acaiKit, 

Pyehb-sah, the scorpion. 
IfoO, the bow, 

M;the ago mobster. 
Kuhn, the water-put. 
Mehn, tVj flab. 


ERAS, COMPUTATiriH Of 


There are reckonud to be three hcusolie, the opld, the 
hot, and the wot. 

The cold season, EDung-dwin, bfcyinun, or hnymauta 
MiCO, 1 -!'li=: c h from the first of tiLe waning of TVsoungmobn to 
the first o£ the waning of Tfcbuuug, from the end of 
November to the beginning ef March, 

The hot season, nw»y f gehHunan, or gebrmnanta ootQU, 
!u.=,tg from the first of the waning of TalloU.iig to the first, 
oF tbo waning of Wahsob, from the beginning of March 
to the beginning of July, 

The web Mason, moll, Wutbun, or rvathanta ootoo, taats 
from the find of the waning of Watiaob to the first of tho 
waning of Ta'soungmobn, from the beginning of July to 
the cad of November, 

This is a very band and fast division, tnt it ia fairly 
accurate. The COid WMthfir is, however, Only perceptible 
30 the early morning, Fifty degrees is about the fewest 
known in Rangoon,. but ib is odder hi other stafitflna. Still 
you haTS to journey beyond Ehiuaftw in the north befar* 
you OOJ1Q9 to the roginn of duck treats. There is an 
mistake about the ruins. In UmiltOOu the animal average 
rffijafafl is a, hundred inches, but in Man line in, Akyab, end 
other towiia, considerably over bn ice that aiOOUnt W 
registered. In Rangoon, on Ntmunber 1&7&, between 
one obtoot in the morning and two in (ho afternoon 
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eleven Inches full Happily tbl& sort of thing is net 
MSUft-l- 

In MsndoJay, time is calculated by mt&13& of A Water- 
obci, vi'hieh stands in the ba-boh r the clock-ioTver by the 
eastern gave, where are s-lso the gong and dram, on which 
the watches are souodod by one, tiffl, three, Or four 
aJtornatO Howe. The water-dock 38 a. simple enough 
affair. It consist!! of ncfiSiiilg more tlj.an & large veHsel 
Med with wo,ter, in which cups arc. pluo&d, perforated, bo 
tiiSit nil hour—a Burmese nijas—ekpaea hafore th*y sink 
to the bottom. Tt ia only at the vernal and autumnal 
equinoual that thn ho-Jtre of the day and night are egusL 
At Other timea they vary, and the Brahmins make a great 
ftra cyst their complicated CftlcuLadions. In July the days 
atm longest with tkirty'SiK hours* the KSghfi only lasting 
twenty-four, while theHa figures iue ermedy leveraed in 
January. Any inaccuracy in Burmese ccinpututidns arises 
fixuu the loss ai the fourth boot cf ftaydin (the Indian 
Yedfla), which wa8 dwtreyed in tbe bonfire made by the 
religious of all iishinLr-ootS, snares, weapons of wax, and 
such writings as art denounced in the sacred books. It 
was by pecking at the ashes of this voiumn that the 
domestic fowls of Burma acquired that astronomical loro 
which induces linm to (maw alL together frt Hiidnight 
■(Lha'goiing kyet). 

It is only, however, in the capital that the water-dock 
is found, and in the rest of Independent Burma and in 
ah the smaller villages in British territory, time is only 
roughly indicated by n reference to Use position cf the sun 
vr the nnxra f or to certain daily occurrences taking place 
at fised times, as " in the morning when the sun was a 
span above the horizon, M ; or “ when the sun wn& ns high 
03 a teddy-palm JJ " before the sky wm light " ; when 
the light gets strength " about balf-jxiftt five; ill* earliest 
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Oflck'Growing rime''; “when ill* monks go a tagging,'" 
tii&t ri to sU>y, Six. Of seven m the morning* according to the 
oiistom of riae local sngnaetery; “ monks' returning time, 11 
ueuo% about eight, hut varying, of course, with the charity 
of the afiiyhbonrltood i “ breakfast time/ usually eight 
o'clock ; K r li iiti -.i- tiros/ about, five j, 41 afeer midday ,f ■ 
" iky- cl os lug lime/ about six p.m,; “blathers don't know 
each Other time/ that is, just after dark; 41 when the 
kuopa aro lighted' 1 ; “children's go-to-bed time/' about 
eight o'clock ; “lads go courting time/ about the same 
same period; “ when grown-up people |(sy their freuds 
down/ ton o'clock in the country, twelve with the kabia- 
[huhs of tbs towns; " all the world quiet time IJ ; tba' 
gnijjig' gyaw, "the wee short hour ay out the twal H 3 when 
" the iron tongue of midnight bath told twelve/' as 
fihakc&peors has it; afr-ychn cheh-nee paw, " when the 
ltd star rises " 3 all these and ft multitude Of Others are 
in comuLOCt every drty use, and from tie simple habits of 
the people, and tboir owu graphic force Sic quite suffi¬ 
cient to mark the desired time and ensure pu actuality. 
Many can tell the time simply by looking at their owu 
shadow. Burmans not being yet nifeebed by this “ age of 
machinery/ &s Ofl-riyln calls it, aro quite satisfied with 
equally aimpln methods of jndiflfttriig duration of time. 
Atbet ta-deuug, * a breach's sp&os ,r serves to denote a 
moment; " the chewing of a fid of betel/' occupies; ten 
mmuteft; “ the tiino it would take to boil one pot of rice/ 
tweuty minutes, is well knnrvu to everybody where the 
cooking goes on in the front of the bouse. Those being 
recognised, the chewing of two hotel nuts, the boding of 
three pets of rico, do not imply too great mi efibrt of men¬ 
tal arithmetic. The simple rural Mur roans understand 
as little of the English system of horolqgy, they <lu 
■of the uiLvag, am] bee2anabs, and pads of the luynl 
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ftstren orners—mwHjnrfla of time wliicJL nevertheless appear 
tn nil their horascopeE. 

Jleasu pjS of distance an; deswi bed in. equally phrtoroajutf 
Hwiguftge, 11111!! wb hawe “ & stone's throw, 1 * from fifty to 
sis^f yards, heats on record with throwing tim cricket 
hall hiring uuhuuWn 5 ir ft tfdlj" J about a couple of hundred 
yftltlisj "a fllilS&ot's sound” half an English ml Is ; * uioroii^jj 
meal's distance” that is- to say as for us a- man could -vraJh 
between sunrise and brealfftit lime., fsay sis miles English; 
ft “,E10<> f 1 ’ the eighth of a tiring, quarter of a mils ■ a 
” mat,” twice ns fur ] " nga mdo t jr literally five mooa 01 
half a teing, Ain English uaiSe, 

Ths hook measures of length are, however, very 
elaborate, A eon-chce, or hoir'a breadth :h token aa 
tilts unit 

10 Sannchee = one hnsn, a grain of Eossammn wed. 

& Euan — one mu-yaw, a hnrlBy-corn. 

4 Mu’ynw ^ one let-tbit, a finger's breadth. 

6 Xet-thit. ■= one mesh, the width of the fist with 

the thumb curtumlod. 

5 Meik “ One tornig, ft cubit [10^ inches), 

4 Toung ■= oub htn, a, fathom. 

7 Toung “ one tali, u measuring iiorL 

30 M ■» one ofiMhabu. 

1(MH) Tah = one tetug, one Burmese, nearly two 
English miles. 

££' OhMhahft m ociii kawtha. 

4 EanrtEm one gftwoot, 

4 Ga-VFOofc w one ycozaua, 

A yocKina is reckoned to- measure ti,40fl tab, that is six 
teiug and 44ji] tab. The to ini* or JJGSb, is the standard in 
common use with the Burmese for the meiauruinciit of 
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bug distances. It is also nstd as a, gfl&erio term for any 
ftppmadiiiig it in length, snob re a lflague, & tos. 
jitv English mite, and so on, at ongrdeik teing, m English 
viiile. 

Twelve ft Hagers' breadths are reckoned equal fo one 
btWftj a apm. Tab implies mo&auie in (jeii&ml, and is 
used as eiu LUiiliaiy to tElu other measure of length, e* 
foung fob, a on bit* 

Tho MU tubes bavn a peculiar way of speaking of ft 
place as being ,f one bill," or " tiiree hjUs * distant. The 
espresdcti may be Very vague, but it gives tho wayfarer 
an idea of what is before him which could not bo expressed 
ja the frinvpLe sUifomant that be fold ten miles to go. The 
road might ho atl down bill, or all up, for alt this would 
convey to his mini 

Tho measures of Capacity start from the Ear of com. 
One u-n.r r tn-lmau, ought to contain 2ijL> grains, 

200 A-s&y, or grains m- one Eot-sclin, as much aa Catl 
be placed on the sods of tb& iiiujciE ioiaed 
together. 

2 Lefoaohn = one lct-Eobt, the quantity ef grain which 
may be grasped. in the fist. 

S Lefo&oht = one lefohpet, re much grain as can be 
heaped on the palm, of the hand. 

2 Let-hpat = one let-kuhfo the quantity -which may 
be licapcd on the surface of both banifo joined 
together, 

2 Let-koht = one kohmsafo what is sufficient for th& 
meet! of one poison.. 

5 Kohn-sab =* one pyco, & amcdl measure. 

2 Fyue = onu sa-yuct. 

3 Ba-yuet « one seht, quarter of & basket* 

2 Schfi = one likwk, half a basket. 
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2 Hkwo = one tin, a busked, 

4 Tin = one tob- 

glj Toh — rjiLii ta-pabn, or ta-uOO, a- heap, or two- 
cart“lu&ds—hl& Lai safi. 

pyee )9 also- sub-divided into to TIT sftl§, Practically,, 
the only measures used eve the tin, the aeht, tbt pyeE, 
and the sftlA All depend upon tbs sics at the tia, bub 
ai tins Yiui?!J not only in almost OWiy district, bat also 
in many parts of tbu same district, tint results are SOina- 
Tvimt tin bar j ixssirjg to merchants making purchases from 
tllM cultivators. Tae English have liisdo an attempt to 
i utrcduco a standard +l basket" wntflining 221 S’19 tabic 
intbos, bat without ajiy wry great auCCasa. Application 
lor Legal eatablisbrnent nf tho Standard would cause dig- 
Lurhunce to trade atld irritation of the oSd-foshiOricd 
people, but it ia evident that it must come some day, 
If Emmana had the rUUUcy-gmhbing malineia of the 
natives of India. it Tvould have been dons long ago, hut 
4 j 3 long an Everybody gets enough to oat and there is 
overplus,, after offerings to the moults and the pagoda., 
Trtsfftwitti to get money for new clothes, the Bnrmrm 
rVurr.er cites very little what entaugled sutna in arithmetic 
aarc to bo worked out by the unluoky purchaser. 

The standard of weight beging .exceedingly low in Urn 
scale, Paramah noa-niyoo etc atoms of a subtle fluid, 
invisible to men, but visible to nat-dowahs and the highly 
advanced in religion. 

311 P&i-amali noo-tny<w = one ft-noo-myen, visible portidss 
of duet, such us the mntea dancing in the 
kdIihol 

3d A-noo-royuo = oub ka-nyit-chfly, Cl gross pftfticj^ 
such aa the rlust which Mis from die Style, iwhau 
ft scribe writes on a palm leaf. 
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7 K a-nyit-ahny = on.j than oL'lIe-Ii™ 11jr, a !ou$e r s head. 

1 TIjfu'i obk-kuung = ona rooLa-nyin gt*y, a mastoid 
8 &s& 

Mohn-nyin Bay — one hnan sly, a grain of SESsamum. 

i Hnafl &3y ** one san fs&y r a grain of rica, 

4 San say = one Lkyiti yuay, a seed of the -Abms 
pretatormi. 

3 Hkyiu yuay = one yna.y gy«, a B eed of the Admat^ 

them 

4 Yuav gy&s = one pG, 

£ PS = One moo, 

'2 Mon =000 mat. 

4 Mat = one kyat. 

(5 Kyat = one boh. 

20 Boh = pyohVtha, a vises, S"65S Iba. avoirdupois, 

4 Pyekt-tha = ono taolah. 

4CJD0 Toot&h = one topohug, or tnfioo. 

Tas only yvLsSgtits in ordinary vise are the moo, mat, 
nga-cnoo (Or hkw£) half a kyat, and the kyat. The 
standard weights ma nanally formed with it figure of tiio 
Hacxed fcantba ou tkein, Or Bc-wi-etisnes 'with the lUiisaaS 
representing tha royaJ birthday. 

Formerly the EUMUesc had no stamped coinage, and the 
adver and gold used, mixed in greater or loss amount with 
alloy, which neoaBEitated the oailing in of ntn assayer for 
every transaction, always dealt out by weight. Now, 
however, there are geld coins stamped with the lio» and 
the peacock, Eilver and eoppEr with the royrd peacock, and 
load with the hare. The loud cornu are nimpiy blobs of 
nifttn! like a spherical bullet Eqneesed out of shape. I 
have examined thousands of them, but seen never a hurt). 
Mandalay rupees, though the same piza as those ef the 
Indian Government, are- riot in favour in Rangoon, They 
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only hill to fourteen AUUM* SK> Hint you lose two anL&a on 
uemjLi. The gold wins ire practically not in' cLreulatimt at 
&lh Eng Li slim so buy thorn els eu dodtieg in the bazaar and 
pet cheated if they do not CKflfitfly ring sveiy cue. The 
mhaII bt ouea, struck from the same die as tVuo silver twe- 
anua lit, are principally uEfri by the king to iiJ l silver cups 
praseut&i to disdligmshed visitors, 

Being derived from the measures of weight the eohia 
have raceivod the stunO iiatnCB, -Che rupee )S kyat, some¬ 
time also called ding-ga, that i^ a drcntar pi Ece of imglal, 
whether a coin or a medal, and the £ilb-multiples go by 
the names of the smaller weights; is one anna ; tnoe, 
two an on? ; mat, four ami as - aga-maa eight an La*:; 
t.l 10 hn-mat, twelve minus ] kyot-mtKJ-dill, fourteen. annas, 
literally a rape* less two annas ■„ one piece is ti'-bya. 

I'be Bimniana have no bankers. In Uppar Burma- these 
are cxcacdiiqjly fow who Would have Anything to lodge 
with SO,oil a personage- In Lower -Burma wpetabondailt 
coin is almost always dispersed m giving a kyeft-gyin pw j, 
or in buildiug a pagoda* a monastery, digging *■ tank, or 
some such work of merit. iVkatevei' money there may 
remain over is turned into Use or display in the Ek&pe of 
fat oxen f and silver and gold cups and jewellery, These mo 
peasant things to ’ook a£ and easily convertible inbi 
mo-nay when nezesSeiyr Burmins detest boarding. A 
miser is threatened with us terrible a- hereafter as a 
puriciila. The pardon of both Ls in awidwe, the lowest 
hUI 

All tins aort of thing shows & very imbuHtneffl-liko, 
certainly u very uncommercial spirit, hot it is at least open 
to argument that the Burrann is philuEtplucsdly right. 
Ha anas little for the troubles of the world and this 
manifold questiona of the clay which distract the more 
highly cultured nations, His eyfes arO fixed unintei- 
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Tuptedlf on the dark mysteries which surround our 
beginning, Our end, and Onery moment of uni tijfi, The 
Laiih is only ft campmg-grfttmd, in which it rli^a not repay 
the ticrnb^ to establish one's self firmly and comfortably. 
The rieh mftn canieB his gold and silver, the poor his last 
handful of rice, to the pagoda, and deposits it Hit™ at 
usurer's interest for bis futuie home beyond., Let the 
hi&ck coolie of India talk *11 Jay ami dream all night of 
Ills filthy pice ; Let tho gteasy CllCtty moneylender gloat 
over hit bloated money-bags f let the English merchant 
delight in ail the refined Imnnisa wealth con king him : 
the Barman is content, i f he haa enough to eat and remain 
afbee man, happy if ho accumutates auiti.aeni to build ft 
wot t of merit, or give & free festival to kia less fortunate 
brethren, Who stiall say be is nut wise \ 
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ths T,mau*5B, 

Tj]E fiufUAH language is roaaa^'llshic, and is, there- 
fore, like ftU the ether monosyllabic languagES, forced info 
the tonic system mi account of t.1 ie ] i m i fod number of oom- 
binatiouE of which the ccnaananjs admit- The multitude 
of meanings whjftb a slight di Jcrenci; of nceentuatian givc!H 
to nn otherwise identical Round jg. the gre&tosti difficulty 
Vi'biijli a &trflngtr lias to contend with in study big the 
language, and never fails to land the beginner in & mest 
embarrassing mnzz of computations, Tlie modulations of 
t.l'ifr voice which Ear ope an nataons employ only to express 
asfonlshnoent, disbelief,, interrogation, aiid alarm, become in 
Burmese and ether Indo-Chinese leagues a means for 
distinguishing between rverds of different meaning■ and 
this peculkiity offers particular difficultien to the phleg¬ 
matic, monotOnous-T.'oioed Englishman. It dees not simplify 
msjtforg that Bmifceia i&, of sill these languages, the softest 
and most pliable, and bag therefore received the title 
(if the Italian Of the far esai. The varying cadence of the 
acumda produced to the ear the semblance of a chant, and 
all the p&Oplu seem to apeak in & kind of rhy thm , s 0 that 
as long as & man htus ideas, it is not a very difficult matter 
to campoaa linga. But this only renders it more puzzling 
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tEl f Occident ind ocoDunte for the f act tJlat veTy few 
Englishmen bam Burmese, and still feww speak ic va |[ 
Of the mercantile community not cna in fifty -mv 
knowledge of Burma® at all; and the civil office rvho 
liava to pua examinations Ware they gat pturaotion, are 
but poor hands in TOnveraation, The chief reason of'this 
13 , af course, that, tfut Euro]>eMi is accustomed to learn by 
tl>& eyftj while the Burtnan le-jima almost entirely by car 
anti the lwgaqp is QQixe&pondiaghp affected. The Bcrmi- 
civiliaad man has a gift for catching faint distinctions of 
soarid. ; wad fc modulation hardly perceptible tc the Eura- 
P™ ia WWgh to give to the Bnmau an entirely ustt 
meaning to the word. Fortunately the gtamnmr is of 
tha eadest possible character, mrl tilers is an ex to ms [vu 
written literature, SO that re non ire may be- hod to the 
system Of Learning by the Cyn j but this only produces bent 
scholars, and without a tnWl*%B of the pronunciation it 
in impossible to appreciate! the smooth flew of the dramatic 
metres. Individual sentences;, too, may be clear enough, 
and the immediate connection of subordinate ideas with 
the lending thought is a great help, but longer com- 
portions na.ii often only he understood by a careful col¬ 
lating of the whale meaning, when Once reading aloud 
would ftiftlte tha whole idea? perfectly evident to a Burmau, 
One, of the principal features in the language is the 
arrangement of words in a sentence, which, as ia the case 
a'so in Thibeten, ia the exact reverse of tho older followed 
in English.. This is (he more singular and signiSnaot to 
the philologist because the surrounding Shan*, Tatarngs, 
and Emeus observe pmctically the same sequence as in 
English. Another peculiarity Ls in the nouns, adjectives,, 
and tsnses Of verbs, which are all formed by the. addition 
of suffixes or affixes to the verbal root, Passive verbs are 
in vary many cose& transformed into the active farm by the 
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aspiration of the inEiinl consultant, and transitives frum 
idtumsitiTag in the suctlS W&y; afl kya-th.ee, to Ml; hkya- 
thee, to throw down, or coobb to mil' pyet-tbeu, to hq 
mined; lipyeMhaa, to bring to *11 Lit; lokt-thae, to bfi . 
hlntt-thae, to art free, The language is written from loft 
bo right, and there era no spaces bet’iveon the wards, and 
but very few psit, or stop is, 1* murk separate BentGn&i^ 
except tliB peik-g/ee which divides paragraph and con¬ 
sists &T four short perpendicular lines arranged in couples, 
Tho written charac jftT£ arc, tdl bu t one Or two, compc&ed of 
■circles, or segments of circles, having ncqipiied tbat shape 
from the original Nagari, by the custom of writing with a 
pointed style on palm loavoa. The alphabet is derived 
from the Hagadhi or Pali {the latter word properly mam* 
ing a bait and not a language), and wjls doubtless imported 
into Burma with the teachings cf Buddhism:, TKb mono- 
sfllflbjc chioneber of the language has bowser eoriEideiaJily 
changed the aonnii of many of the Iatters, There are ton 
vowels and thirty-two consosjoats, every alternate vowul 
having the sound of that preceding it, but COiLsideiahly 
longer and brooder bi tone. The consonants ar^ divided 
into groups of gutturals, palatals, cerebrals, dentals, and 
I abiids, with five liquids, a albilant pronou need th r and an 
aspirate. En each does there uro five lettcm: the first the 
simple sound, the second its aspirate, the third the sound 
rough and band, the fourth its aspimee, and the fifth the 
Msttepondiug ihisoI, The letters of the alphabet, havo all 
HOteC-S descriptive of choir chapes, beginning with kivgycc, 
and ka-gwuy, rt great ka," and “ curved fcft/' Soma of the 
utUUCs Eire singular j “ big-bellied to/' "elephant Shackles 
hW Jr bottom indented da, u " atetp pa/ 1 “ hump-banked ba,” 
" bridle za, hl and " supine yet,” The vowel o is inhereut ia 
CYCry consonant, and is pronomwed in every case, cotosjii 
whan it iE" killed " by the “ that'' mark, when rhe eoasotiMii 
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itsetf is iilso kiI7uJ r and ihu effect. produced k a^hort, tfaurp 
abrupt termination to th* word, *s If the latter were 
strangled in tho attsinph to jifutwunce it, 

A P«flUaiity which Burmese sh«™ with dl the other 
cognate tonnes k tba nse of help words in counting— 
,f fl0(ms generic " (13 they have been called. One cannot, sav¬ 
in Burmese, as in English, “two dogs," ,r four spears/ " three 
trara/ find bo forth. It is reqnwlte to mention first the 
thing spoken of, second, the number or quantity of objects, 
and finally, the genus, or olaaa to which they belong. Tl Lli]E 
kwfty hm-gOling, two Animals, or two dog a, hfou foy, 
pau, spaara, four long, Straight things; ohn-hEn thohn-bin, 
micoa-uut palms, thian trees, and so forth., The carnmr*] is 
not placed in immediate jurta-pns'ilion with the- noun, but 
has the guiding word in between. Thor* aid a vast 
number Of these generic nouns, and they oomc quite 
naturally to a Burman. He speaks of boxes and pots as bo 
many H t*uM things Jl ; bonks Mid letters as. N writings ” ; 
mats, as "fiatthings''; hoiiWrts and carts as rf things to he 
ridden on "; coats end waist cloths as “ things to be worn - 
and so forth in infinite variety. Even the numeral euixili- 
arie* appJiod to human beings vary. The Buddhx, as well as 
superior hnings and pagodas, ia Spoken of as ta-soo j kingn, 
members of the Snared Order, and persons in power gene- 
rally are referred to as ta-bit; respectable people to whom 
It fo wished to be polite are numbered a; ta-00 (so many 
* foreheads U; And Jn Cfrdtaury cmversadon, mankind 
generally CJO denominated ta-youk. Foreigners—regarded 
as aliens and indeed not eutatlnd to rank as human beings 
at nil, since they have never wem the yellow robe—receive 
hmt scant reverence from the tongues of the older people, 
and all Upper Enrmans, tha same afljrilkry being applied 
to them as would Da usod in speaking of a bufiaio, or a 
pig. Thus you would say br-dall buL J -goung r fbfreignem, two 
YUL. H, 3t 
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ftnim aln ; or " two beastly foreigners.’' Ib Mandalay, how¬ 
ever, nowadays, at least with respect to Englishmen, this is 
considered more graphic than civil. A hint of the same 
stylo of enumeration occnrs in thB English " twenty head 
of cattle," and perhaps in the military " five hundred sabres* 
or, " two thousand bayonets," where the weapon is more 
typical and perhaps of greater value than the man who 
wields it. 

Chinese and Siamese pot hope exceed the Borman 
language in the nuinbor of almost identically sounding 
syllables, in which the slightest difference of intonation 
makes a etiange of sense, but most people ore of opinion 
that it is quite rich enough. Thus pay in its simple form 
may moan (1) the palmyra palm, or leaf, whence pay-sah, 
a palm leaf book ; (2) on anvil; (3) to have tho edge, or 
point turned; (4) to lay the ears bock, as a horse; (5) to 
ho dull of sight, or blunted in feelings; (0) to be dirty; 
(7) an euphonic verbal affix. 

Pay, with the heavy accent (denoting a lengthening of 
the sound) moans to give, and pay-sah in thiB form, to give 
in marriage. 

Hpay, with the heavy accent (practically the same sound 
to on Englishman's ears) means (1) to scab over; (2) to 
ward off evil; (3) to tack off shore with a boat in order to 
gain an offing; (4) to be broken down in bodily strength 
or ability. 

Pfc with the light accent (cutting the sound short) 
means (1) the stem of a boat; (2) to steer; (3) to be 
broken off, to crumble. Pfe, with the heavy accent, means 
(1) a measure of weight equal to six seeds of she Ain't 
preeatoriui ; (2) any leguminous plant, such as boars seed 
in a pod, of which there are many varieties including a 
p^-soh; (3) to put aside, reject; (4) madam, a familiar 
term applied by men to their intimate female friends; (5) 
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a square measure of ground; (0) one of the four states of 
punishment. The last throe usually have a- prefixed to 
thorn. 

Hph, with the light accent, means (1) to break off, as a 
small piece from a larger; (2) to separate and take a 
different course. 

Hp&, with the heavy accent, moans (1) gatin; (2) a 
playing card, hph-aah hpi-chay meaning to have shifting 
luck ; (3) to get out of the way; (4) to remove. Chay lm* 
derived from this, means to be splay-footed. r ' 

Thus we have nearly thirty separate meanings for a 
syllable which in rapid speaking seems, to an unpractised 
ear, to have throughout the samo sound. This is philo- 
logicaUy interesting, but practically it spoils the temper. 

iTyin, means to see, high, and a horse ; and to translate 
the sentence ,r I sow a high horse," and read the same 
aloud, is a good test, both of the knowtodge of the arrange* 
ment of words, of the accent, and of the power of 
appreciating delicacies of pronunciation. 

I do not remember ever coming across an Englishman 
who could properly appreciate the difference in sound 
between kyoung, a cat, and kyoung, a monastery. They 
always lose their temper whom yon try to impress it on 
them. Hundreds of other instances might be given, but 
they would only tire and perhaps frighten off thews*who 
do not know the language, and would certainly irritate 
those who have begun the study of it 
It is a common saying that you cannot pronounco 
Burmese properly till you take to betel chewing. I may 
be allowed to protest that this is said more because it 
lookB smart than because it is true. It is, however, un¬ 
deniable that the practice of chewing renders it very much 
more difficult to catch the sound of a word. The result 
appears in the grotesque names which have been given to 

X 2 
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various places and things by old writers. Captain Hiram 
Cox persisted in calling the town-clerks mew-jerrys, which 
vrns neither correct nor dignified. Still the stately old 
king, Upn-Rasa/kftd greater cause of complaint when he 
appeared, in another book as " Upper Roger.'* 

It is certain that in rapid talk, and among the lower 
classes, words do get softened down most remarkably. 
Nyoung-oo, the great lacquer manufacturing town, dwindles 
away in the colloquial to Ngee-a-o, and the consequences 
are lamentably evident in the transliteration of its name in 
many English books. Similarly a youth named Thah Htoon 
Oung, will respond to the call of A-o-aw, but this hardly 
justifies the assertion that you do not need consonant* in 
Burmese at all- 


CHAPTER XXXJL 

SEEK/MOHS PnOMT THE UTEItATL’ltE, 

TilE Mlo-wing ig token from the Mnhah YlWI^Wm. 

T/'i* Q'n&iA /iJi-in-z&w-ayw, 

Td Avft there livid a very learned pahn-gyee called. 
Bamfeaddah, iuod ei lioh man in the capital gave him his 
Kin Danircia-sayde* to bring np And instruct. Tins youth 
WAS possessed of Very wonderful power®, due ta virtuea 
which ho had anwdsed in previous uiisteiiocA, By means 
of these powers he brought to life one dfty a fowl which 
had bfrpu routed mA placed On the pinttor before his 
teacher. From this circirrnatlance, to the present dav, tho 
place where the fowl scmieEtcd and sought itg fcixt is 
called Shway Gyefc-yet [the more popular lcg-ond assign a a 
different reason]. On the same day it happened that A 
young hunted appeared in the monastery a Lid ^^^3 the 
holy brother to tunih him wisdom. Aa a present he had 
brought with him a reacted Imre. He lifted the cover oif 
the basket and the hum sprang up olive and healthy 
immediately and ran Away. The pcim-gy*e trie veiy 
much ntruck at these two nrimoles, all the more bnc&usfc 
they happened on the same day, and he look the two 
Uglily gifted youths for his only scholars and taught them 
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all he knew te the way of scholarship h t.cu 1 mystic lore. 
Both WE±£ very zealous in ttlflir studies, bus Dnauma-suydee 
learnt one letter more tbjm his faUow-studen U 

Tin ir-.vjL- m i ri j 'jfheehatiioQ, the Buruiam king, levied war 
upon tile KaiLKT cl Rangoon, Bya-ngya-yan, and Wing 
defeated liiro, earned off tia sister Saw-boll-lmas, The 
ynuug lady, who now got the name of Shin-saw'-boo, 
agreed k> ghom hit tkraite on the condition that die should 
be allowed co institute religions ceremonies t* remind her 
of the ho3v ]>igoia of her own Talking tewm Captivated 
hy her drams, the king consented, and ieoDmroended te 
her notice, as being the moat ioioalj. 1 &D give her aid, the 
two puwt highly honoured pohti'gyees of t-hft capital, 
Dumna-sajdee and DMmon-bshJa, the ex-hunter. The 
crafty princess managed to arrange a lOvo-intngUQ with the 
two y abasia, and by their aid succeeded in escaping te 
lis.-ngijcn, where in p& very great time- she was placed on 
the throne ivivd built a golden monastery for the two holy 
jpen te live 3a. Out of gratitude she wished to raise one 
of her two friends to share the tlirrna with liEr, but the 
eke ice wan a hard ms/iter, for they were both, equally 
well-favoured and HO man COTjJd say which was the pnoro 
learned. She resolved therefore to put their wit to the 
test and abide by he issue. 

Tha two holy men were aummoned te her audience^ 
chamber, where before her throne ware placed two almH- 
bowls [ one perfectly empty and pldr., but- decorated witli 
the royal insignia; the other HSOPfl elaborately worked anti 
fall of the ohoEeest delicacies. The rivals were bidden te 
place themselves, according to their liking, by the one or 
he other. Durmna-baJila chcte the juncatee, but the wiser 
Dwmna-suydte walked straight te the royal tbohcht, 
TIlc latter therefore received the baud of the queen after 
he had left the order. 
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DammA-bfihU was full of wrath and envy, and forthwith 
created countless armies by reciting powerful bnydin linga 
over a bowl full of rice, every grain of which grew into n 
soldier. But Dnmma-saydee was skilful in the same arts, 
and by virtue of the additional letter which he had 
learned was able alwayB to overcome the machinations of 
his opponent, so that at laat Damma-bahla saw himself 
overcome at all points, and took to flight to save hia life. 
But ho had not thrown off his long monkish robes, and his 
toot, got entangled in them, and ho fell and was overtaken 
by his pursuers, who killed him at a place where now the 
village Thengan Nyohn stauds, - the spot where the yellow 
robe betrayed. The queen only reigned three years, but 
in that time she greatly enlarged and beautified the 
pagodas of Shway Dagohu at Rangoon and Shway Hranw 
Daw at Pegu. Damma-saydeo reigned after her gloriously 
and highly honourod for thirty-one years. 

The main points of this bit of Mahah Yam-win history 
are correct. Shin-saw-boo was carried off in 1439 A.D. and 
did escape from Ava to be placed on the Peguan throne. 
Rangoon cantonments are to this day known among the 
Burmese as Shin-saw-boo Myoli. King Dauima-saydee was 
celebrated fur his wisdom and for liis intercourse with 
foreign powers. Ho received embassies from China, Siam, 
and Ceylon. He was also certainly originally a monk ; 
Ins magic arts are another thing. His death » placed 
in 1491 A.D. The slight suggestion of the casket scene 
in the Merchant of Venice will he noticed. 

The following is a favourite fable:— 

Why Ants are found everywhere. 

All the animals of the forest come to the lion-king to 
pay him homage. The little ant came with the rest to how 
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dawn before the king of baaslis, but tho noble wen, drove it 
with sCl.til When the king of the arts heard of it 
Jyj was very angry, and sent a TffOTO to c£00p hafO tiw ear 
of the Kmk and tortflfint him. The lion roared aloud mdi 
^in, find tdS the animate came running from every side to 
offer their services aad %ht the enemy, wherever or vfho¬ 
over be might be. But null* of them could do any real 
good. They could not get at the wo ini, At test, after 
uuoay hmnblft embassies, taking MltSwaH provided 

upon to send one of Ida subjects, who crept into the lion's 
oar and pulled out the worm. Biros that time the ante 
bMe enjoyed t.be privilege of living iVOCjm hers and in any 
country* whites the other animate had all of them their 
■ Epee ini” places assigned at the division of the C(dtb- 

The following, the fourteenth docleion of the Princess 
ThoodainmapahrCe, US consul er*dl a legal pro hi dent fis well 
aa the inculcation of a rnoieJ principle ;- - 

Tlu Leg, tke Cat, ct?ud! die Zsftarem-wt* 

Jji ilia tinin of the Lucid! ni Gnwnagoimg, four pqplts, a 
prince, a yen,mg noble, & mb man's son, and a poor man'a 
HOU, received tliuir education together in the country of 
Tektattioh. When they had duiakod their course they 
asked their teach>31 whllt wm tiro value of learning, Tho 
say ah replied as follows:—Long Sign there dwelt in the 
land of Gah&patae Way this four wealthy men who t mere 
groat friend e* and each sought to further bin friends' plans 
M much as possible. At test one of them died and left an 
only son. Tho widow said to him, ,r My dear son, my 
Intihwid your fetlngr Mining Bah is dead, srul you take his 
place and sawoeed to all the property ; but yCu &n) Util! 
very young. It WCoild he wall* therefore, if you wont- to 
your father's- three friendE to acquire- Jeainiug and 
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prudence from them.” With that she gave liim three 
hundred rupees and sent him off with a company of 
servant*. 

On the way they met a man leading a dog. “ Hallo 1 
you there,” said the boy, "will you sell that dogt ” “If 
you want to buy him,” replied the stranger, “ you must 
give me a hundred rupees.” The youth paid the money 
and sent the dog bock to his mother. She took it for 
granted that her late husband's three Mends had approved 
of the purchase, and fed the dog and took great care of it. 

Another day, after he had eaten, his noontide meal, he 
mot a man carrying a cat, and called out, "I say, you (sir, 
•will you sell that cat 1 ” “ Yes,” said the muu, " for a 
hundred rupees." The money was paid, and the cat sent 
hock to his mother as before. She thought that this cat 
must have been recommended by the three merchants as 
a purchase, and took as great care of the cat as of the dog. 

Another day, after his dinner, he came upon a man with 
an ichneumon in his arms, and wanted to buy it also. The 
man agreed to part with it like the others for a hundred 
rupees. The rich man's son paid the money and sent it 
back home. The mother, still under tho same impression, 
looked after it as carefully as the dog and the cat. 

Now tho dug and the cat wore domestia animals, and 
she kept them about the house without any cunccm, but 
the ichneumon was a wild creature, and she was in such a 
state about it that she wasted away. One day when the 
monk from the monastery crime round- on his usual alms'- 
* begging tour, to receive his dole of rice, he noticed her 
appearance and said, “ Dear me, my good.suppartress, how 
thin you have grown.” The rich man's widow replied, 
“ Yes, the reason is this : I gave my son three hundred 
rupees, and sent him off to his father's three old friends to 
learn business habits, and one day he sends me a dog, the 
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nexta CAt, and then again an ichneumon ; and he gave a 
hundred rupees a-piece for them. Now I don’t mind 
shout the dog and the cat for they are house animals, and 
I get on very well with them; but the ichneumon is a 
junglo-beast, and the mere sight of it frightens me so that 
my body and limbs and eyes aro all pining away ” Thu 
yah an advised her to turn the creature loose in the jungle. 

It is wrong to disregard the counsel of one's teachers or 
one’s parents, and so she set the ichneumon free, not how- 
ever, without giving it some food well soused in oil to 
keep it alive till it was able to look oat for itself. 

When the ichneumon got into tbo forest he fell <vthink¬ 
ing ; the rich man’s son gave a hundred rupees for me, and 
since I came into his possession I have been well looked 
after anti fed, and better than all, I have now got my 
liberty again. I must repay him the debt of gratitude I 
owe. Then he found iu a pool in the forest a ruby ring, 
and carried it off to the rich man’s son, and said : This 
is no common ring, it possesses the power of gratifying 
every wish of its owner. Put it on your finger, therefore, 
and be sure you do not allow’ any one else to wear it,” 
Thereupon he went off to thp jungle again. 

The rich man’s son wished, and during the night a great 
palace with a pya-thnt rose np before his house. The 
king of the country with all his subjects, come to see the . 
sight, and the king gave him his daughter in marriage. 
Soon after this the princess’s spiritual teacher came to see 
if he could spy out her husband’s charm. He looked 
everywhere, but he oould soe nothing but the ring. He 
therefore came to sec the princess by herself, when the 
prince had gone out, and after making a great number of 
pretty speeches to her, asked if she was sure of her hus¬ 
band’s love. ” What a stupid question,” said she, “ he » 
only a rich man’s son, and I am the daughter of a king." 
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" OK 3 if 1ib is so vary Lend of you thou, you have probably 
Inaflii allowed to wear bis ring, 1 * iosnnu&tod the pobmui 
usdn,w, " If I have not/” returned she, " I would like to 
know who should ? ” Then the reverend gentleman went 
away. 

A tiny DI two afterwards, the priooeSH Jtsked her husband 
to let her put OU his ring/ .He was very .fond of JiOr ftnd 
so he took it off and 5et bcr have it, but told her nu nil 
account to show it tu-aziy .one, !but to wear it constantly on 
bee finger, The pdhjnun^c&me again another day when the 
rich man's son was out,-and begun talIt£ng in his usual 
S mouth-to ngfftd way. The princess sa-d: lf I have got that 
ring yon were speaking about .{lie other dny^ "Have 
yem t “ said ho \" ivhsic is it^ v “ On my duger, 1 ’ she said, 
and showed St, He begged Jior to take it off" and let him 
examine it, and her nurse, who ■ was also present, at Inst 
prevailed on her to gratify the i a daw's- wishes, and so at 
lost she drew it off and handed it to him. As soou as he 
got it, be flipped it an .his fingnr,.cliangod himself into a 
crow, and flew away to the uniddle of the Thftmohddftya 
ooeau, whither no "One eotdd follow him r and there he 
Stayed under a saven-rsofed spire. 

"When her hushwnd Ofliae badh and heard what the 
pebduB had done, he said toff he princess; ^ You showed 
die ring, though I expressly fold you not to do so, and 
now it is in middle of the great Thamehddaya sen, and wo 
shall flavor bo able to .get it 'back again.'" He thou 
remained sunk in a deup'fliclancholy. 

One day, a bevy «jf the -daughtera of nat-dewabu came 
to bit he in a pond grown Over with WFiter-hhOE, HOE far 
’from tlie LoviEe- where tbe rich man's 9 &n wag bora. They 
took off their necklaces and jewellery and laid them down 
OIL the bank. Tim rat found them there, caught diem up, 
and ran off and hid them. The houri maidens come to the 
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cat and begged bcr to return their necklaces, saying they 
were only fit for uat-dewahs and not for mortal men. 

The cat replied, " If I do, will you promise to make me a 
road to the place where the pohnna sadaw is living under i 
his pyathat in the middle of the Thamohddayn sea? 

That is the only condition on which I will give them 
back/' So the daughters of nots made the road, and the 
cat crept stealthily along till she reached the spire, where 
she found the pohnna asleep, with the ring on his finger. 

She pulled it off and brought it back to her master as a 
return for his kindness, savings “ You paid a very large 
Hum far me and have fed and treated me well ever since.” 

The sadaw, for his part, fell into, the sea and was drowned, 
while the rich man's son having now regained his talisman ; 
had overy wish of his heart gratified. 

Some time afterwards a bond of five hundred robbers 
came to. kill the rich man's son and, carry off his ring. j 
The dog saw what,their purpose was, and flew straight at 
the leader of the bond, and bit him to death and. dropped 
hiB body down a well. Tho other robbers., were so 
frightened that they ran away. Noxt day the dog said to 
liia master, “ I did not get any sleep last night; I had 
liard work to do,” and then he told how the robbers hod 
come to slay his master and pillage the place, and how he 
had killed their leader, and so heightened the rest away. 

He finishod by saying, “ Now I have made Borne return for 
jour kindness to me, I have been enabled to save your 
life and property." " Aha," answered the rich man’s son j 
" everybody called, mo a fool for giving a hundred rupees 
for you who ore only an onimul, but I owe all my fortune 
to three animals, each. of. which I purchased, for that sum/* 

Then he went away into , tho jungle and brought back the 
ichneumon and kept him in. his house. 

Now the ichneumon, the dog and the cat, each of them 
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*W«rted that bo had it right to eat hsforu Slue others, Tho 
ichneumon, bfeOftUSe he first gpYu the ring to his mu a ter - 
the cut, because when the gift was lost she had taken tho 
ueclflacas of the dswah dftughtera, and so by gutting ft 
road made for her, had recovered the ring and thus 
re a io rod her master4 fortunes j the dog, because, when ftvtf 
hundred rabbets cuiue to strip titfc rich man's son of wl mb 
the ©tkoiS 'hftd given tim _ and to tfi-kc I via life r he hilled 
their leader and dropped him into the well, whereupon tile 
ra&t of the hand run away j ” and Elms," fend the dog, Jl I 
am the pressrver, not only of oar muster's property, hut 
also of his life ” 

At length they agreed to leave the arbitration of tbeir 
dispute to the decision nf Princess ThtiodftannaEahrftu, tin* 
daughter of King Dummarii, who reigned at Mab rtfljri in 
tins kingdom of KflUnbAWsA. Blue dwelt in che palace- of ft 
Tabindeing (the princess who remains single to foo married 
to the next ting), and wfta well vercod in the Ten Lawn 
( 1 , To make religious offerings, 2 , To keep the com¬ 
mandments, &. To he charitable. 4. To be upright, 
5, To he mild ftad gentle, G, Not to give way to 
angler. 7- To be strict in observing all the religious 
ceremonies. 8. Not to oppress any woe, 9, To eKcteisu 
Belf-rastrftilik 1(5, Not to be familiar with inferiara) ‘ and 
le&iticd in the civil as well te the criminal oode. Tine 
ihme of her wisdom hud spread to the eighr quartern of 
the world SO chat the most eminent men from every 
ooimtry came to her for judgment. 

The three animala therefore cuinO buforO the princess, 
and the ichneumon opened the case as follows, K A 
■certain rich men's ECU paid a hnndrud rupees fur me,, fed 
mo and boused me well, fttld set me free in (he forest. 
Hftviog regard for his kindnesses, I gave him ft ruby ring, 
by memm of which be obtained ft palace with n- royal aplie. 
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which sprang out of the earth ; therefore I am entitled to 
take precedence and to eat before the dog and the cat" 
The cat then followed and, recounted how the pohnrn had 
carried off the ring which the ichneumon had given her 
maater, and how aho had got it back again, and so had 
renewed all hi* fortune* Then the dog stated his case, 
saying, " When robbers came to take from our master the 
ring which the ichneumon lad given him, and which, 
wbon it was lost, was reetored to him by the cat, I killed 
the leader of the band and then they oil fled. Therefore 
I preserved' not only my master's property, but also his 
life, andi therefore I ought to huve precodenoe over the 
other two." 

When they had finishod their arguments, Princess 
Thoodammasahree prenouuced her decision as follows: 
"The dog, in addition to saving his masters treasures, 
prolonged his life also; therefore he is untitled to tho 
first place amongst you; but, of a truth, there are none 
among animals who so well understand how to repay a 
debt of gratitude as you throe do." 

Thus cuds tho story of the dog, the cat, and the 
ichneumon, from which yon may learn, that although 
man is superior to all animals, yet kindness shown to 
them will ulwayB meet with its reward. 

The following sermon of the Lord Buddha is the most 
favourite with the Burmese. In its present form it is said 
to have been handed down by the favourite disciple, Ananda, 
who heard it from the lips of Shin Gautama himself. 
The Mingala-thoht is one of the first books tho young 
scholar gets into hia hands after ho haa learnt the ordinary 
fonnulie of worship. There are few Furmans, even in 
these later days, who cannot repeat tho Pali text from end 
to end. 
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JfilltfffJ*- Jfts/Li, sAs ifta&fwia; m* CAcpie?' 

f/ Ete&wtfs, 

Praise he to Buddha the holy, tlic aTlwifis. 

"^hsn the adorable and most excellent Buddha dwelt in. 
the groat iHOjlftatety oF ZAytuwoun. built by the rich man 
A nfa ltiabehxL, in die country of Th&wattMv there came to 
Min a- deYNlfr at the hour of midnight, when the whole 
building wag illuminated by the effulgence winch streamed 
from Mb body. Thu dcw&li placed himself neither too for 
jmr too Jbear, neither to the right nor to the left, but In 
the proper spot, and alter bowing low i n hamide obeisance, 
cliue addressed the B&ddlia: 

" Moat adorable and excellent Buddha, (hiring twelve 
Long year a. mmly dewahi a«ld men, desirous of reaching 
to the holinesa of neh'hon, liawe striven to dissever what 
things (UfO bleeEcd, but they still remain in ignorance. Do 
thou thfirtfore instruct us, in those matters which are 
Li'I oat blc&sed” 

The; Adorable replied :— 

,v Thou son of dewalls, to a r.un the company of the 
foolish ; to pay homage to the Scuniei; to woraLiip what 
ought to he worshipped; these are bt&swd tilings, Dewsh* 
iLiarl: them well, 

"Thou son of dew ah e, to dwell iHUOng good tnen; to 
hwi with one's self the consciousness of good deeds done 
to a former sta-te of Euriateuee ; to guard W-flC all (mat 
notion^; these arc IdcSSed things, Bewail, mark them 
WCElr 

" Thou son of dewaLa, to hear and see touch )U Older 
to acquire knew! edge ; to study all ecleucc that Jcuda aot 
to sin; to make uto £>f proper lemgu&ge; to acquire 
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knowledge of propriety of behaviour (from the W«4t 
these arc blessed things. Dewah, mark th.m weU. 

•'Thou son of dewahs, U> treat parents vr»th tendeme* 
and affection; to nourish well one's wife and children; to . 
perform no action under the influence of auful tempta- 
lion • these are blessed things. Dewah, mark them well. 

-Thou son of dewahs, to make offering* and give 
abundant alms; to act in accordance with the precepts 
of the law and of virtue; to assist relatives and friends; 
to perform virtuous actions; these are blessed things. 

Dewnh, mark them well. _ . 

" Thou son of dewahs, to avoid sm, to be most instant 

and strenuous in such avoiding; to abstain from spirituous 
liquor; to remember always the principle of accumulation 
of merit; these are blessed thing*. Dewnh, mark them 

Wt ^Thou »n of dewahs, to pay respect to aU thoeo who 
are worthy of regard; to be ever humble; to be ever con¬ 
tented ; to be grateful for favours received ; to listen to 
the preaching of the Bacred law at the proper tunes; these 
are blessed things. Dewah, mark them well. 

- Thou son of dewahs, to he patient and endure suffer¬ 
ing; to rejoice in edifying discourse; to visit the holy 
ruea when occasion serves; to converse on sub¬ 

jects ; these are blessed things. Dewah mark them well. 

« Thou son of dewahs, to practise religious austerities, 
to oontiuue firm in the sublime truth; to study always to 
act in the most virtuous way; to keep the eyes firmly 
fixed on the attainment of neh’ban; these are blessed 
things. Dowah, mark them well. . 

* Thou son of dewahs, to be unmoved; to be of tran¬ 
quil mind; to be exempt from paaaon; to he perfectly 
composed and fearless amid all earthly danger*; these are 
blessed things. Dewah, mark them well. 
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HC Oh cSewah, whoso possesses m& observes these thirty- 
dg-ht blfiiinga shall never Ik: overcome, and shall find 
happiness in all things. Dewall, mark T.1 ush them well, 
so fihnit thou eqfoy the psace of tlm Amayas.'* 

Thus the adorable Buddha replied. 

Of this seimon the ■venerable bishop Bigundet writes : 
—* Within a narrow compass, the Buddha has condensed 
ad abridgment. of almost nil mo ml virtues. The fct 
portion of these precepts contains injunctions to shun all 
thftC tnay prove fin impedimelit to tlie practice ef good 
works. The second put inculcates the necessity of regu¬ 
lating one's, mind mud intention for a regular discharge of 
die duties Wdumbent OO each man in h>& scpuruto station. 
Then follows a recommendation to bestow assistance on 
parents, roJatives, Mid all men ill gufleral, Scat to that 
wo find reoeinmonfied the virtues of humility, resignation, 
gratitude, and paticilCCr After this, the packer rnsiats 
on the neceRSi ty ^f studying the law, visiting the ml igiouy, 
conversing on roligioua £t).bj cuts, ld"ho» this is done, the 
keartr is coimunarled io study with great ntSentioa the 
four groat truths, and keep hie mind’s eye over fijoed on 
the happy state of nob/ban, which, though as yet distant, 
ought nevesc tn be lest sight of. Thus prepared, the 
hearer must bu boot upon acquiring the quoE Ee&tiona 
befitting the tOL'iia sags. Like the one mentioned by tSip 
I^tin poet, who would rom&ifi firm, fearless, a till uanrtvod, 
even in tho midst of the ruiuE or the crumbling universe, 
the Buddhist sage must ever tc-moan culm, composed, and 
unshaken among all the vicissitudes. c(f life. Them is 
again dourly pointed out the final eed te be arrived at, 
vizc, that of perfect mental stability, This state is the 
foreshadowing of that of neb'baru" 

vol. It. 


T 
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Prefixed to every Burmese work is the i>hmse 'Xa- 
mawtatha bagawa-daw araba-daw thamma thamohddatha 
which has the same significance as the A. M. D. O. of 
the Jesuits—" Praise be to Bagawa [the Buddha^ as tho 
displayer of the six glories], the holy, the all-wise " 


CHAPTES xxxm. 


flT&AT KOTES r 

TlIETiE are some curious- national superstitions about 
tho eubbu^gyDQ, nr brva-ooastrictor. A-lbliough be is now 
innocuous as far ns bibing Eg concerned, he waa originally 
the only poisonoua simkt. TIld way iu which be tost Lis 
dwgfflMB qualities is rather curious. The crow, that 
great benefactor to the entire rare of fable writer?, one 
day sot kimsulf to annoy tJie pytlLDii, and declared that, 
though be might think himself very big and very dan* 
yEncu^ lie nevei' killed anybody for all bis biting. The 
MlVbo-gyce got Very angry, and eventually spal. up nil 
bis prison en a pet. It was swallowed by a great 
variety of other creeping things, and eo the raco of 
ibajoatopbidiaus wag vastly increased in numboru, if not. 
in Ei*e, wbilo the python would he harmless were it not 
for hts vase strength. 

Nevertheless the Tavoy fLshemiftn [nuke a domestic 
|Mt of him, Mid declare he is invaluable as n weather 
prophet. When they put ant to --sen, they carry their 
l*m with them,, and lie remains coiled up comfortably 
in the hews of the vessel until a, st&nn is comiuo- o n . 
Then ho promptly Slips overboard ami makes fur the 
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shore, and the sailor* hoist sail and follow him with all 
possible expedition. The subba-gyee is a much surer 
guide than the Meteorological Office. lie is kept quite 
quiet and tame by being well fed on nutriment that does 
not excite bis blood. His diet is usually eggs, with vast 
platters of pouk-pouk, "gummy rioe," which is sufficiently 
heavy to deprive the cater, whether man or boa, of all 
denie to exert himself unduly. It is somewhat curious* 
as a ftret experience, to see the cat, the dog, and the 
baby curled up together in a comer with the boo, making 
onB another mutually cosy. 

The gall-bladder and fat of the subba-gyee are much 
prixod for medicinal purposes; the fat especially being 
esteemed as a sovereign remedy for rheumatism and 
strains. 

Of the poisonous snakes the most dreaded is the ngan, 
or oo-gwet, tbo "spotted forehead." This creature, the 
hamadryad or ophiophagus, is, os hia name imports, a 
r.n n ;Ktl and lives on his neighbour Bnakes, Specimens 
as long as nine feet from nose to tail have been killed 
near Rangoon, and, unlike all other reptiles, the ngan 
doe* not got out of tho way of a man approaching his 
haunts, but attacks him immediately. He iB worse than 
the walrus that roused the indignation of the French 
poet. 

Bee* ore kept in a good many places in the country, 
but it is necessary to be very careful whore you put the 
biveH. It is a meet ill-omened circumstance if wild bees 
make a nest under the house, or if bees of any kind fly 
under the floor. On the other hand, a hive on the 
house-top is very lucky. Honey is in great request to 
present to the pohn-gyeee at various feasts, and especially 
for the embalming of tho body of a dead brother. After 
the cremation the honey is sold in tho bazaar. It is 
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not- cate d by Englishmen, in Burma. " Tapping th 0 
governor " doca nut commend itself to everybody, ^ 

Ehinuceras Lomfi are in us grant favour with the 
Bunn611S as with Cbimesu medical men, Shavings of 
{lie 1mm am considered eui invaluable cum for epilepsy, 
nnd also guard Against jmisoiLfe of all kinds, Tilek are 
two distinct specie?! found in the fcaatom foresfca, 

E T car Y&ymaai-gyoung, m the petroleum district, when 
a new oil-well is wanted, the workmen place a marble 
iffiSge Of Bn elephant. on a smooth, ftftt stone, and surround 
it with gifts of all kinds, and tbon sit down to watch. 
If the elephant itself moves it indicates the direction in 
whiok boring are to he made 3 if not, the ufferiug on 
which its shadow first fails as the Sun sinks down, j& 
marked, and a bay din &aynb consulted, 

A woman who lias seven sons or seven daughters in 
unbroken aucoessiotl is almost certain to become a 
witch 3 her husband had better not quarrel with her, 
at any Tate. 

At Katuna, a smalt place between Promo ond Thayet- 
myo, there is a spirit dame, a kind of dact 0" Lantern, in 
ft hollow near the town, Long ago a smith was kiiiod in 
a brawl and became a nut after death. Ho [iked luS dd 
profession and sat up a, liat-mce, and workEd away at 
nights on & spectral forge, The inhabitants soon found 
out what was going <jn, and after thoir first terror was over 
used to go out in the middle of the day and Joave a piooc 
of iron, saying, "Good Mr. Spirit make me an a^a r a dah, 
a hoe ." E ext day theV found it oJE ready made, At last !i 
Chin—-just tlic sort of tiling one of those stujidd people 
would do—hid himself, and just when tiro midnight cocks 
had finished crowing, up rote the smith in human shape, 
droasud in a red pasnii and a flaring red turban. Ho begau 
hammering nway on his anvil, welding a sword. The 
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infatuated Chin at last shouted, “ Make it quick” Tht- 
demon smith whipped round on the instant and flung the 
red-hot dah at him, burning his check. The spy took U> 
his heois and ran. After he hat! got a mile away, he 
rubbed his blistered cheek, and in after times there rose at 
that place Pah-poht, " the cheek-rubbing village.” A mile 
farther on he began to shako all over with fatigue and 
terror, whence tbe namo of Tolrn, “the tumbling village." 
Finally when ho reached the site of Pouk-poh-goo, the 
"swelling burst” and he sank down on the ground and 
was found there next morning with just enough life left 
to tell his story. The Bmith never worked again, but his 
fire maybe aeon to this day. Once a year all the house 
fireB in Kabma are put out and lighted again from the 
nat-mee. Should any one neglect so to pay honour to the 
aot, his house and all bis goods will be burnt before the 
year is out .The resemblance to the legend of Wayland 
Smith at Lambourn in Berkshire is obvious. 

Tho common notion of earthquakes is that tire earth is 
supported on tbo shoulders of four creatures called 
nga-hlyin. These monsters ore less sturdy than thB 
clasaical Atlas, and occasionally want to shift shoulders. 
When they do bo an earthquake is the result. Others 
declare tlmt the quaking of tho earth is caused by gusts 
of wind on the under surface of the world. The ides is 
that the solid mass of the earth is supported on a double 
thickness of water, and this again by twice its thickness of 
ajr, below which is a vacuum, occasionally however 
disturbed by storms. The Buddha gave a much more 
extensive explanation to his favourite disciple Ananda. 
•< My son ” he said, " eight causes niako the earth tremble. 
Fust, the earth lies on a mass of water, which rests on the 
air, and the air on space; when the air is set in motion, it 
shakes tbe water, which in its turn shakes the earth; 
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aaaaaA, any teiug gifted with extf aordiuary powers; third, 
the omoaptiun of a pay&b nlaiing for bii last eiiBcence ; 
fourth, Jiis- birth i t fifth, his becoming & Buddha - sixth, hit 
preaching the Lav of tli& "Vlfheat, seventh* Elis Tmtsbcrim' 
And rMVOUimi u£ OAistence ■ eighth, hia obtaining th& State of 
rifib'biin. TheEe are the eight causes of aflithquakea." 

The Law of the Wheal is, the doctrine of the four great, 
truths pain, tLia yiir«taction of pain, the destruction ef 
pnin, and the way leading to tluat destruction, These 
constantly revolve upon themselves, and the manifestation 
of these truths is the great work a Buddlm lma to 
perform. 

Omens ara drawn from, the nppenmnea of the sun and 
moon, nnd especially from the particular constolliatiaii 
which presidea over one's birth. Tho howling of dogA 
the flight and song of birds, the nppcntnBCQ of any strange 
creature, or of a wild animal in an unexpected place, all 
have thair apodal meaning. So base the nervous twitching 
of the eye r Of of any purb of the bedy. If the sun ar any 
of the planets approaches riia moon there. is danger about. 
In the Jour months when Ycnus is nai ra he aeen, in a 
month when there is an earthquake or feu eclipse, and on 
the fimt or Saat day of a month, it is advisable not te out 
one's Inur, marry, btlild a house, or begin any important 
business whatever. These and liantlreda mare may hi-; 
found in the Delation, a book very [hil of singular inform 
matson, Palmistry is a science of wliich every educated 
per.seu professes to have muro or lC££ knowledge. TEjo 
kiss & man knows, t.ho more truculent his deductions rtm. 

A. state envelope is a very curious affair. It is oOtliing 
else hut two large elephant's tusks. Half-way up they 
ore- hollow, and. an the mouth there is a heavy gold cOVOf. 
The tusks are mounted m different parts with geld of 
nu tuCun thickness. The letter of the lead of the Golden 
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Throne is deposited inside, and borne to its destination 
with the flourish of trumpets and the braying of drums. 
The majesty of the Burmese king would suffer if he 
forwarded a communication to the Viceroy in a cover 
which cost anything under a couple of hundred pounds 
sterling. In similar fashion the reports of subordinate 
officials arc written with steatite pencils on course black 
paper, aud this is rolled up and put in a hollow joint of 
bamboo. The whole is then enveloped in cloth aud sealed 
with the peacock seal. Communications of this kind are 
Bometimes reoeived by English officials on the British 
Burma frontier. 

The following ore a few proverbs 

If you want to go fast, go the old rood. 

Wisdom guards life; no one can escape bad luck. The 
man gifted with wisdom is never left in peace. 

Every hird is handsome compared with tho vulture. 

A. mountain is climbed by degrees; property acquired 
by degrees ; wisdom learnt by degrees. 

Have regard for a whole family of rats, instead of for 
one cat. 

The more you know, the more luck you have. 

A short boat is hard to steer; a dwarf is quick in the 
temper. 

If a oock ruffles up hit feathers, it is easy to pluck him. 
If a man gets angry he is done for. 

Constant cutting dulls the knife; constant talking dullB 
tho wits. 

A pot half full of water is hard to carry [on the head of 
course; because thB water sways from side to aide]; the 
lus8 a man knows, the harder he is to argue with. 

A cow that can give no milk will kick. An ignorant 
nian is to be feared for his ignorance. 

If there is much paddy [unhusked rice] in the howl, it 
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U hard to eat. If there is much talking it is hard to 
understand. 

Don’t speak like a mountain, it ia so easy to fall off. 

Eat little, stomach slender; eat much, stomach-ache. 

Beware of a man’s shadow [».«. his relations] anil a bee’s 
sting. 

A coward tiger growls ; a coward human howls. 

The well-born are fair of speech ; the low-born crooked. 

A slave’s son is a stupid son. 

If a great man flatters you, bo afraid. 

A great man’s Bword is never blunt. 

There are three chances in a nngah’s stare ; there is but 
ono in u king's. [That is to say, you may escape from the 
dragon, but if the king is angry with you, speedy death is 
all you can expect.] 

11 Ky«t-go 4-ynh, 

Leo-go t-myoh.'* 

Blood always tells; literally, you know a gamc-oock 
from his bones, a man from his family. 


chapter XXXIV. 


A POHX-QYEB BTAN. 

The veneration and respect which meet the yahan all 
through his life are extended to his remains when he 
dies, or rather when he leaves this world. Hie monk 
does not " die " as a common layman does, he does not 
even, like the king, “ascend to the nat-dowahs' village.” 
The holy man in his last existence must have been holy 
in older to have accumulated the sura of merits which 
enabled him upon earth to remain steadfast in the sacred 
order. When he passes away, he " returns," to the highest 
heavens of nats, or to the meditative states of xnhn, or 
perhaps even to the pure and immaterial realms of 
arupa. Therefore a mendicant’s funeral is called a pohn- 
gyee byan—the return of the great glory. Even a junior 
member is burnt with great solemnity and state; but 
when a distinguished brother dies, one famous for his 
learning, his austerity, or the great number of Walls he 
has spent in the cloister, the obsequies swell into a 
ceremonial which attracts people from all parts of the 
country. 

As soon as life leaves the body, the corpse is carefully 
washed in the usual way by the dead pohn-gyeo’s chief 
supporters and Bomc of the monastic scholar*. Then the 


cu. xxxrv.] 


A POHN-GYEli BYAN. 


331 


intestines are taken out and buried in a quiet comer 
of the monastery grounds, or near the pagoda. The 
cavity of the stomach is then filled up with hot ashes, 
sawdust, a few spices, and whatever other available sub¬ 
stances may be presumed likely to dry up the humours, 
and then the skin is sewed together again. A layer of 
wax is sometimes spread all over the body, but more 
often it is simply tightly swathed in white cloth 
from head to foot. This linen cloth is then varnished 
over with wood oil, so that every particle of the corpse 
may, if necessary, be covered with gold leaf, and this, 
except in very poor neighbourhoods, is always done. 
Where there is not money enough, the yellow sacred 
garments arc wrapped round tho corpse instead. The 
arms are always folded on the chest. The body is then 
placed in the coffin. This is not, as is the case with 
laymen, made of plonks, but of a single log roughly 
hollowed out, and with a very substantial lid. This lid 
is not fastened down for a considerable time, and occa¬ 
sionally a bamboo pipe leads from the coffin into the 
ground to assist in drying up tho embalmed laxly. Tho 
fastening down of the cover is sometimes rather an 
unpleasant spectacle. Many of the old pohn-gyees keep 
logs in their monasteries to servo for their coffins, and 
these, when hollowed out, ara not always a satisfactory 
fit. Bishop Bigandet tells of a horrible sight he wit¬ 
nessed, when the Ud had to be crushed on with wedges 
and the blows of a heavy mallet. The majority of aged 
yahans are, however, so shrivelled and shrunken before 
they die, that such an occurrence, which, it must not 
bo supposed, is any less dreadful to a Burman than it 
is to an Englishman, could only happen very rarely, and 
then probably would not be carried out in the way which 
so justly shocked the good bishop. 
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The inner coffin is then, Eke tie body, varnished with 
thit-ssa, and gilt all ever. For it M prepared an- o&ttt 
casket called a pays) a eg-boh rig, which iz as magnificent 
U the skill of the local artificers, R«d the EbenlitJ of 
the “brnefocSms. H ‘ permit- This. HWWjtagus is often 
very large, oaid is richly pit Iffid painted in the panels, 
which are fringed with the usual morale of hits of mirror, 
oafourod glass, and zime. The pointings naturally repre¬ 
sent religious subjects, usually scenes from the hi* of 
&hm Gautama f his famu'13 meetings with the eld man, 
the sick, the dead, and the monk; hie departure at night 
from the luagnifiocrit court of K nag ThDodaYrduna.; his 
aaoeut in Tawadehntlm, and the like. Reeling itself ever 
the top of thft sar-cophaguft i s usually the flgurfc of & 
nnjgah," recatlrag the pious dragon chief that sheltered 
the lord Buddha from a flood of iftift by railing seven 
times round his body rued expanding its lined as ft 
covering. 

Meanwhile* money is being steadily collected for the 
remainder of the rites, and ft* this cornea in from the elders 
of the EinToundinu; villages and the knppGoyoilayakos o: 
neigh ton ring raligioua houses, the kyOUJUg-thah-jgyeB d 
the dcceuaed'a monastery sets about erecting an edifice 
. like a thehn, a " monastery of the dead." Tliia ia ft 
building, motre or less substantial, according to the sanc¬ 
tity of tha departed, built cf tcak r and op™ “11 ™UEid. 
with the tap-nimg eccleHLueU-aal pya-that rising Over it. 
Hither the coffn, with the sarcophagus, is Cirried and 
deposited m a dais in the rautrU, a slight refiling serving 
to keep otf wild aifiinab. Over it a large whir* umbrella, 
With a deep pnper-lnra fringe, is fixed, and round about 
hung u number of pointings, similar to those im tlie 
payoimg bolrng, soma of thfiKij however, representing the 
favourite sui^Ct of the different races of men ns huOrm to 
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the artist—the swarthy Hindoo, the oblique-eyed China¬ 
man, the Karenn with his pig on his back, and the ghastly 
white-faced Englishman with dog and gun. Others are 
simply grotesque, and a few horrible, in their delineations 
of tho horrors of helL Nevertheless, they are all allowed 
to hang there, for though it is expressly stated that point¬ 
ings are among the five species of gifts which am not 
meritorious (dancing is another), the ordinary layman 
thinks that the painting he gives must certainly he an 
exception. Here and there in this odd kind of mortuary 
chapel are also kehnnaya, gay tinselled pasteboard figures 
of men with birds’ lower extremities, manoht-thah kehn¬ 
naya aud not kehnnaya, the latter having the wings and 
gorgeous aspect of nnt-dewahs. Here the body lies in 
state, and there is a constant stream of pilgrims—some 
of them from far distant ports of the country—who come 
to say their religious sentences, mn£e offerings of flowers 
and fruit as they would at the pagoda, and contribute what 
they can afford towards the remainder of the ceremony. 
The body remains till the required sum is collected. 
During that time numbers of festivals are celebrated at 
the neh'ban kyoung; bands of music play frequently, and 
tho same people often make three or four different offer¬ 
ings. The lying in state usually lasts several months, 
sometimes considerably over a year, and it is to be noted 
that a pohn-gyee byan never takes place during Lent 
At last all the funds are collected. An open space 
outside the town is cleared of jungle, and in the centre 
of it is erected the funeral pyre. This is constructed of 
bamboo matting, pasteboard brightly painted, and covered 
with the usual tinseL It is, of course, in the form of the 
seven-roofed spire, the number of roofs, os some think, 
representing the number of heavens of nat-de walls. It is 
square up to a height of fifteen or twenty feet, where there 
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iq a platform, i.U which is pUrad * s " rt oi « noU P L - ^ 
BGmWiui; eke pawauiig holing in construction and decorn- 
Above Ibis towns up. S% ° r ****Y faat ^ 
WHowDpr. -™* «■» “ day is 

Mledfli by ridere of tbs town, for tb*y have tbs 
TOflaaemflirt tf foe ftaunl rites, fo tire e^riuiim of lbs 
brslbren of 4s yeflw rob a. This us announced All oner 
tbe oouOtiT ritls by sound of gms^.&nd wbeti the appointed 
,] ay mrira tu people Mine ioukmg bom erery side,' each 
quarter or village bribing its pyiothnr.s Mid pdayfoa- 
bLOH the former riaulm in florat™orion to tn* spire 01 lbs 
fan end pile, the " wiehiag-trMB " laden with a-lloo for tbs 
tfiirrriag brethren of the pohn-gyee who is to be cre¬ 
mated- The spires ana arranged round about tbe gr»t 
central one te bo burnt along with it; tbe piuiaytba-bim 
are delivered at 4* kyulsug. 

Tberfi J3 alwa-JH a gteitf gathering round the moaMtay 
of foe dead, wbate tbe arum no a buA been lying in state- 
Tho coffin la taken down with great cerCinouy, and placed 
rja a strongly built, low four-wheeled car, surmounted by 
tbe eternal bamboo spite. Isw txmm a part of tbe cete- 
moninl which alwaya seems strong ely abort, not te say 
indecorous, fo fortius* Two, or Hnwtimu four afoul 
mtfon, nr coir ropea are fastened to the ear, and forthwith 
nil the able-bodied men present commence a frantically 
conteafod and (uproarious tug of war, ^ides whatever 
ore selected, or numbera egret d npflB. Ifornfo reran cuts 
are always ready fo back up a side which teems on the 
point Of leering, and prematurely ending the struggle; and 
when a man loaes lift wind ho Ihivcb go bia bold end rite 
down fo bare ft rest Sometime* tbe rope foreaha, nud 
then tbe prtgrcM of tbs fotiomJ 1™ fo 1» suspended 
(ill a new one is procured a*d faatened on, for them is no 
tela as fo A side abiding by lift accidents. Sometimes tbu 
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contest goes on for two or three hours, and there are 
instances recorded where it was not till the third day 
that a definite result was arrived at. The explanation ia 
simple enough to a Burman, and I am surprised that it 
has not hitherto been given by any writer on Burma. It 
is a work of the greatest possible merit to drag a pohn- 
gyce's body to the funeral pyre, and this koothoh falls to 
the share of those who win in tho tug of war. The late 
Captain Forbes 3aid that the explanation was that " the 
conquering village will get tho better of their losing rivals 
in all sports, contests, or other matters during the year.” 
But this iB impossible where the winning side may be 
composed of men from a score of different villages in 
circles remote from one another. Besides, there are no 
championship meetings in Burma. It is to bo noted also 
that during the Ichn sw& thee it is usually only tho 
payoung bohng that ia on the car. Tho actual coffin is 
brought down afterwards. 

At Inst the coffin is brought to tho pyre and belated up 
to its lofty platform, beneath which is stored a great 
quantity of combustible material [ wood soaked in oil, pitch, 
and abundance of scented chips. Then nothing remains 
but to light it. When a layman is burnt, fire is set to the 
pile by the nearest relations with a box of Bryant and 
May's matches. But this is much too worldly a method 
for a member of the Thenghn, and even the firo obtained 
by the friction of a plug in a hollow bamboo—an ingenious 
amplification of the two dry sticks of a variety of barbar¬ 
ous tribes, common in most monasteries — would fail to 
satisfy the dignity of a pohn-gyee. The pyre is lighted 
by rockets fired from a distance. ScoreB of these dolin 
have been prepared weeks beforehand, and many have 
been carried round triumphantly in procession by the. 
people who have made them, a band of music preceding, 
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and yoong men and girls dancing and singing of the 
poten^ of tfci-c powder and the uCearMy of the aim which 
mil gain for them the gkmy of setting fine in tllO pyre. 
Each rocket lias a figure of anna kind, a natndewali, a 
tiper, a ham. Of a bseboo nttached to it, Some of them 
are o£ bugu rise, constnuebad of the ateme of trees hol- 
Inwtd out., and crammed full a? oonfemstibles, in which 
sulphur largely predominates, .Mui'iy ate eight- or nine 
feet long and four or five itt circumference,, and secured 
bv iron hongs and ratter. laabingE. Up in Mandalay some 
arc verv ranch larger. Thcae are let off &t- the funeral 
pits from a diafenoe of forty or fifty yards, the largest 
being mounted Ofi gO'Cnrt^ and many others guided by a 
rope fastened to the pyathat, the JOCfect gliding along by 
meanE of twisted cm£ loops. The groat majority fail to 
have any other effect than making S> great- Splutter and 
poisoning the nir A few reftrSC to budge at aft ‘ othera 
topple off tiled fiartfi Ctod fizslo erratically on tbs grass, 
A pobn-gyec by&n in Burma Proper is Always attended 
with lose of life. Some one f at sny rata, of the biggs 
rucketa is hu re to fiy off at a tangent and plunge into 
the crowd, where its weight, to say nothing of its fiery 
belching^, is au¥0 to find one or mere victims. In Lower 
Burma it is nifty by the strictest police- regulations, and a 
Tigorous maintaining of order in the spectators, and system 
in the pyrotechnists, that like catastrophes do not happen. 
At laat some lucky dolm plunges right imho the inflam¬ 
mable mated ala piled below the bier, and! in a few 
miuHtcH the, [femes fcJC leaping high above the topmost 
pinnacle of the apue. ■ Itoof afeer roof fftUfi, setting fire 
to tbo offerings placed round the basement. The joints 
afi bamboo explode with A UOise bkn a pistol sho-t .j the 
cmwd cheer each separate occurrence, and when finally 
the central &piro falls with a hits, S slivUt rises from the 
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multitude which suggests anything but death and pious 
observance. But here in the roanoht-tha pyee all is 
changeful, sod, and unreal, and one more death brings 
but nearer to the final rest of neh'ban. 

When the last smouldering embers have cooled, the 
monastic brethren search for any pieoee of bones that may 
remain, and these aru carefully gathered up and buried 
somewhere near the pagoda. Sometimes, in the case of a 
particularly saintly man, they are pounded down, mixed 
into a paste with tbit-see, and moulded into an image 
of the Buddha, which is stored up in the monastery. 
The custom followed in other Buddhist countries of 
erecting a shrine over the dead, is, in accordance with 
the teachings of Shin Gautama, an honour but rarely 
accorded in Burma. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 


DEATH A1TD BUJHAL. 

. VfHBif a Bnnuon dies, after the Ant interval of poignant 
grief on the put of those prEsent, the body is carried to 
the side of the central room of the house, abutting on the 
front vcnmdAh, ami tiisre deposited between the Louse 
posts, Messages aie rhen sent to the monastery, to the 
friends and neighbours, and a funeral hand is Summoned ■ 
Meanwhile the corpse is esnefullj vashE.J from head to 
foot, and the two hip toes, and usually also the thumbs, are 
tied together with the libyay-ma gyoh and the let-im 
gyoh, which, if wmcticabJe, should he lodkE of the hail 
of a son or daughter, but if this is not to be got, rt strip of 
OOttau doth is used, The whole. body then, from the sim- 
pite downwards, is closely swathed in new white cotton 
cloth, and when this is d&nt tha boat clothes the dcocasud 
possessed are put on, If the family ig wealthy the pasoh 
or fcamebn is often vary rich and costly. The face is 
always left uncovered, unless there &re special rcAsons for 
concealing it arising from the cause of death. Between 
tire teeth :e placed thfl tarlftb-ka, a piece cf gold or silver 
as ferry'jnoaey to pay for the p —y of the mystic river, 
which is known to exist, but concerning which no further 
particulairg are to be got from n«y Berman I ever mot. It 
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is no doubt a relic of old demon-worship, the meaning of 
which is forgotten, while the custom has dung on. 
Charon’s toll of course immediately occurs to the classical 
render. If the family is very poor, a copper or lead coin 
is used, or perhaps nothing more valuable than a betel 
nnt The coin, whatever it is, is usually quietly carried off 
by the grave-diggers. None but an outcast would venture 
to do such a thing. 

By this time, or if the death occurred at night, in the 
early morning, tho hand has arrived, and commences to 
play dirges in front of the house. The Soola-gandoe 
monks greatly disapprove of this practice, as savouring 
of ostentation, and their followers therefore often dispense 
with the band, as do many Burmans in the large English 
towns. But otherwise the bond is always engaged, and 
plays on steadily till the funeral takes place. Almost 
invariably, too, one or more of the yahaus from the 
monastery comes along and stays in the house, their 
presence being invaluable in keeping away evil spirits* 
who might otherwise loiter about the place. The monk 
may or may not deliver a discourse, just ns ho sees fit. 
The body is then put into tho coffin, which is a very flimsy 
kind of affair, ordinarily made of let-pan (Boinlax mala- 
laricum), a very light and porous kind of wood not unlike 
deal, or sometimes of eng tree (DipUtrocarpvt tuhrmUatui). 
This is fastened down roughly with any kind of nails that 
come to hand. A number of the relatives and friends 
now come to condole and lend their assistance in making 
and ornamenting the bior and hoarse, most of them bring¬ 
ing presents of money or food with them. A few years 
ago a very meritorious society called Oopathakah was 
started in Rangoon, the object of which was to provide 
decent and honourable burial for all members. The actual 
society did not last very long, but it served to Bhow that 

7 2 
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for clua pour, soma e&rriad by raen, florae by women, the 
bxL-i- going iu liiicfli this come. the 

pyimsin, nevor in any very great numbers, uhIb f£ tin 
a-lJjM) be particular Ly bMmtifhL Fa Low big them comas 
Ibe band. and often a tiruop of flingerS- These arm always 
huad for lb6 purpmfc wad their cAUousuass is as little to 
ba cast up against BurmflU natural affection a? the un- 
Lovsble doings of tbs. mutes at an Hug! fell funeral. Close 
upon 4he DKiaidana comes thfl bier carried by &L& or eight 
yijiJfVj ui&n. Then in a gOUCX*! wovid follow the relation, 
friendi, mid neighbours, all on foot, Many passers by, 
totud strangura, join iu the pitocBEHion from motives of 
piety. Hare find there tbs man carrying tbe bier step 
nod dance in a curioaa fautnstio way to the measures of 
the dirge aF thfl EffigerS. The funeral 1WW9 me 
usually the composition of an improvisatoro in. the chorus, 
and deal Tvith the life and death and good actions of the 
deceased. A ni tenure Culled raouug pyouug is the mast 
generally used, Occasionally theie in a- tug of WAr with 
& rope as at a pobn-gyto's funeral, one side erclairaing, 
= yV'c must bury our dead," the atluer, * You shall not cuts 
away my friend." Afl a matter of necessity the formur 
port/ must eciu^uar, but they aorafl-tiJlies have to got 
rOcmltS from, the crowd before they can manage it. 

Jt is a- matter of regulation th&t a funEral should nOvur 
go to the north or to the flMt The graveyard is usually 
to tbs wbrE of the village,, uud the dead Ehoulri all b& 
carried out oF a walled town by & gate maorved for this 
purpose. In Mnndaiu-y this a-raingala t&gab is that to 
the south-woe Ej uud it ia avoided by those who haT& 
business i.n the myoh us cursed, as indeed ltd IMune 
imports. Other rules Ate that a corpse must sever be 
curiad towards atie eentie of the lO-WH, Still loss can it bE 
tuhetl into St. If the mnu bus died in the .jungle, and the 
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funeral has to pass a village, it skirts round the outside 
of it. 

When the cemetery is reached the coffin is taken out 
and placed on the ground near the grave. The immediate 
mourners colleet round about it; the rest of the people go 
to the sayats, of which there arc always several at every 
graveyard. The music stops as soon as this placo is 
reached. The alms are set up in order before the 
pohn-gyees, and these again intone the five secular 
commandments, and the ten good works, besides a long 
string of Pali doxologics. As soon as they have finished 
they leave and file off to the monastery, the a-hloo being 
carried after them. The chief mourner at the same time 
pouTS water slowly out of a cocoa-nut shell, saying, • May 
the deceased and all present shore the merit of the offerings 
made and the ceremonies now proceeding.” This per¬ 
formance, called yay-set-kya, is a regular accompaniment 
of all alms giving. The idea is that the earth will bear 
witness where men may forgot. When Shin Gautama 
ascended the throne under the bawdee tree, Malm-nat, the 
devil, claimed that it was his, because he had discovered 
it first, and all his mighty host shouted aloud when he 
called upon them as witnesses. The Lord Buddha had no 
witness but the earth, and to it he appealed, asking whether 
he had not achieved tho Three Great Works of Perfection, 
the Ten Great Virtues, and tho Five Renouncements. The 
earth gave testimony to this koung-hinoo with a terrible 
roaring and a violent earthquake, so that Mahn-nat and 
all his legions fled in terror. Hence the pouring out of 
water when alms are given. 

While this is going on women are walking about tho 
xayats giving cheroots and sweet drinks, betel, le pet, and 
biscuits among the visitors. The nearest relations are 
carrying out the final rites. The coffin is Bwung threo 
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Someumiss a, sintH pagoda ™ erected over the crGmuted 
A3hts o£ a highly respected reLative. These Eire regarded 
simply us inommiflntJ, uVCA when they WTO fiver a king, 60 
whom al™a of laymen in Upper Braw ™n be 
erected. They mnet not be used as plueCH te ofler 
warship, and that this may 1» known, the members of 
the sacred order orcL-iin that such pogodoa shall have no 
hSee, no umbrella, on the top. To obviate this it is UEual 
with the badder to dedicate the place to Slllt! iiMltftroa, 
and thus M, once secure a monument and ei htee. Psgodfta 
ruiec&ed jn honour of yabaodas, of parti cm larly sainted 
poho-gyeea, receive the umbrella o£ right, and are pWes 
very eminently suited for tho pa-CuS laymen to warship 
at. Such temple tombs are called a-yoh uaydcfij but 
ore not of such frequent erection ils they used to be r 

Jp suae cases the relations grind dfiwn the banas to 
powder, and misting this with the wood nil culled tlli'-sCo 
mould the paste into a small image of the Lord Buddha, 
which they set op in an honoured plow in tSieir houses, 
aud instke use of as the object e£ their mOrniug fffid 
evening dorml-agies. Snob images are aid led tha-yoh. 

In British territory, money Mud public estimation alone 
deWrilibie the character of the funeral but tn Mandalay. 
iLprrt from the cciemoiu*! provided for ft pobn-gyeo by an, 
tlitro Me live kinds suitable for a layman—one for the 
sovereign ; then Jet members of the royal f&jm%; thirdly for 
uoblEa and these who have received official rant, a rather 
precarious and dangerous possession ■ then fur thfiOtaYS, rich 
men—so designated by apodal patent* which plaop.s them 
no da r the q jKOtetfun " of the court, that is to say r makes 
them uoMBsihlo for tile demand o-f " benevolences i " ftud 
dually a fhncrid for ordiuory people. The burials of the 
puor in if an dal ay are gruesome spectacles. Tho body is 
curried to the gmve-JBfrd in a big, roomy boF, grown 
rickety with much use, or, more simply still, in a rnftt. 
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The sandaluhs have dug a hole, httio more than three feet 
deep. If it is not long enough the body is squeezed in. 
I have seen it jumped on for this purpose. Enough earth 
to cover it slightly is thrown on by the grave-diggers, 
and the howls and fights of the pariah dogs at hight 
suggest how it is that epidemics do not arise. 

In the case of the funeral, say of an a-twin-woon’s wife, 
the ooffin may be gilt, with a web of white cotton 
doth fastened at the head—velvet is only permissible for 
a person of royal blood; tho bamboos composing the bier 
are covered with red cloth; tbo pasobs, tomehns, and so 
on, given in aims, are carried on long poles, each pole 
borne by two men. In the procession the insignia of the 
woon, his umbrellas, fans, kamouk, and the rest are carried 
in front; after the alms and yahoos come a dozen or more 
young women, carrying the court dress and decorations of 
the deceased, then her state carriage and that of her 
husband, here being usually a palanquin. The billets of 
wood on tho funeral pyre ore gilt. These honours arc so 
greatly valued that not a single privilege will be preter- 
mitted, though the husband bad to borrow money for 
every single item. Indeed were l>e to omit any of them 
ho might be in danger of losing all, as not sufficiently 
appreciating the dignities conferred upon him. 

As soon as Mindohn Min, the late King of Burmnh 
died, or at least as soon as it was officially made known 
that he was dead (for there are great doubts os to whether 
be died on the 12th September or on the 1st October, 
1878, or on some date between these two), as soon as the 
ministerial announcement came out on tho latter date, the 
bo-boh, the great drum and gong suspended in a tower 
by the eastern gate, was stopped. Tho new king's drum 
and gong were not sounded toll nine o’clock on the evening 
of the funeral, after which they were struck in the 
ordinary way every three hours. Bands of soldiers and 
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police with gangs pffcaUed the Etrwt* all night 1 -t-Tjr. to 
OW that everything was quiet, The princes had been 
Esizod and coat info pri&Wi same time before* hut then; 
tois a chance that their adherente might raise distnrfc&ncea 
an their behalf, and this precaution was fcept up for Rome 
time. Meanwhile a pagCtk to serve as a SUflHleum, -wan 
being rati up with tke greatest capedEtiora close to the 
SlinE, on the eastern side of the palace, in the outer 
inrJcRura, and this was finished in four or Rvn days. The 
king had specially rEquCStod that his body should not he 
burnt aocnrdiiig to ordinary lOysd. custom, and the Sin- 
byoc-ini, the head queen and chief mourner, had resolved 
that thin wish should bo respected. 

The orrpsG was laid out in state, and on the 5nd October 
the greater number of the foreigners and the cfn ciala of 
inferior rank w*no admitted to look upon it. This 
MKmoiiy was conducted in the Hman-nnndnw, the "Qlasa 
Palace” a room in which Theehw Min h<1£ rceeived most 
Europeans since. The body lay in the fore part, of the 
chamber on a gilt cftudi f or bedstead, studded with hits af 
gSass^ anil was rubed from head in foot in whit*, a piece of 
white sal '.iL covering the face. Tbe rcya] number of white 
nmbrellas WHS canopied overhead, and at the. top pert of 
the couch wtxO nrumged the legnlift in ut row. On this 
occasion the 0in-hyorc-m£ and the A-nonk Ntm-ma-daw, 
the favourite queen of the West PftlfWft, sat hy the couch 
and slowly waved gflrgwus pea no ok fans. At Other times 
tha BoultSS queena took it in turn. 6ft WUteh by the body, 
two (it a time. Bound about were 1 grouped all tha other 
queens and princesses, weapinq piteously, The deceased 
king's brother, the Ex-Fagokn Min, the newly elected 
Theehftw if in, and ail tl'iC high offlewta were behind at the 
fnmhei end of tho mom, Suspended over the corpse was 
a small Bat piece of gold shaped like a- heart, called Lku.y* 
jiyobn, and in this the lekp-Lya, tho butterfly spirit* of the 
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departed king was supposed to dwell till such time as he 
should be buriexL The public lying in state only lasted a 
few hours, but the body remained there unaltered till the 
time of the funoral. It was not certainly known whether 
any attempt at embalming was made, but the body was 
very much Bhrunk, and contrasted forcibly with the genial 
presence of his majesty when last he was seen alive. A 
sadaw informed me that the good old king died with tbo 
words *' Fayali, payah, neh’ban,” on his lips. 

The funeral took place on the 7th, at noon. It was 
the first that took place that day, and no other was allowed 
until the royal obsequies were entirely over. The city 
gates were shut and strongly guarded to prevent any such 
going forth if any one had been bold or ignorant enough 
to attempt it. From the gates of the interior palace 
stockade to the tomb, the whole route of the procession 
was with scarlet cloth, and round the mausoleum was 
a wide bamboo fenoc covered with longcloth, inside of which 
were some slight sheds, run up for the accommodation of the 
queens and the chief ministers. It is worthy of notice also 
that, in a favourable position to view all that passed, was 
erected a similar mundut for the accommodation of the 
late Mr. Shaw, then British Resident in Mandalay, his 
assistants, and the Residency Chaplain, the ttev. J. A* 
Colbeok. The Resident and Assistant Resident were 
admitted in full uniform, wearing their shoes and swords, 
and it was thought that at length a solution of the great 
shoe-question had been arrived at, for though in the outer 
court this dignity had always been allowed them, the fact 
that later on they saw the king not vory far off roused 
hopes of an audience at a remote date with similar 
appendages. But alas, the hopes were vain. 

Punctually at twelve the procession left the palace 
gates. At tho head of the cortigt camo the late king's 
wan, a huge palanquin, borne on men’s shoulders. Close 
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upon it oame ftix elephants, in royal purple rind gotd 
housings, and after them ivm richly caparisons! ponies. 
Following thc&! were three cf the miii-gytes and a weoti- 
dnuk, the fourth chief minister, the I^rnng-shwriy being toe 
old and feeble to appear. Then c&rne the bond, eollcd 
bytLij|j-il' r ii.jVit, fit'i such occasions, pleyinj? on ancient royal 
mas&yrt, and alter it a great crowd of the minor officials, 
tit Baring Loungs, white official hats. Behind those come 
a jLi.niLber of men and women, bearing the rogalin and the 
utenHik of tha royal dead, the crown, the heavy court 
dross, the geld hots! hoi, tha spittoon, tha hontha, and the 
rest. Then came an empty eeflht, overlaid with scarlet 
velvet and plabea of gold, and immediately behind it the 
btdy in a ta-nrin, or hammock of wMia velvet, attached 
to a bamboo, .swathed ii) red velvet, across whieh -mas 
thrown ft white- velvet covering spangled with gold, To 
the ta-nyin were attached, two long daths, Snnda-ya-mysi, 
held by a mldtitude of tpinens, princesses, and exceedingly 
young princes {all the elder ansa being in gaol). .Above 
were the sight white umbrellas and over the Sin-pyuo-ml, 
the chief mourner, were bald three of the eamo royal 
colour, Her three daughters, one of wham, the Soo-payah 
Lat. is now Tbocbft-W Hina Queen, worn shoded by bright 
yellow htees, a colour which ranks even over gold, Thus 
they proceeded to the bamboo enclosure. Then it was 
announced that the new king, Theebaw Min was earning, 
having jari received tha bsht-t.bcht, been anointed by the 
Brahmin pohnnss. He appeared shortly. Eeaterl in a lulty 
wan, at oath of the four ennoem of 'which Oroucbod a 
maiden with bowed head and clasped hands, the whole 
being carried on tire shoulders cf farty men. Preceding 
him was his body guard of twelve pagei nil dressed alike 
and aimed with double barrelled breechloader* in rod 
Bgrge cases. The Shway nan-yin pa rah, the new possessor 
af tha golden throne, remained for half an hour, looking 
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very ill at ease, and little inclined to inspect the splendid 
spectacle before him. Then he gave the order for the last 
rites, and in accordance with custom returned immediately 
to the palace. The actual oeremony of burial was now 
concluded with ns little ceremony aa previously them had 
been superabundance of it, and in a very short time the 
yahans, of whom there had been a groat multitude present, 
were superintending the carrying off of the 108 (representing 
the number of divisions in the foot of the Lord Buddha, 
and the beads on the rosary) heaps of almB piled up in 
great mountains in a long shed to the east of the 
mausoleum. This was the lost of the pious king, Moung 
Lohn, Mindohn Min, the Convener of the Fifth Great 
Synod. 

The following iB the substance of a funeral dirge sung 
in Mandalay by a Rangoon man whose wife bad died in 
the royal city. 

" Con A, gone art tlioc, «w«t wife ; geno far limy, 

Fair still and c-hirmfnl, stretched oa thy cold War, 

As «r*t thou wwt upon tint joyous day 

When ft rat I w<d thcc ; gladsome brought thin here, 

And joynd to think that thou wort mine. Ah mo I 
The butterfly’ j inlk wings are shred ; uo more. 

Ne’er more to riit upon thy brad, Mali Mce'—> 

Sweet name for wife • affectionate. ’ Deplow 
Her death ye uuU that rale forrets on! streams. 

The hills and valet, and greater yn who guard 
The scored law, tho holy shrines, the hcama 
Of silent moon, and sunlight baking bard 
The faot-Korcbed earth, not scotched mote and soared 
Than is the parchment of my tortured heart. 

Nay, hoar with me, good neighbours. Be not feared. 

1 am not mod. The nnt-inh hath no part 
Of me or mine. The spaewifc sure hath aeid it. 

** Ay, tlion wart mine when last I trod tho earth. 

Etc yet, ell sinful, 1 wet horn as man. 

And yet again, in yot another birth, 

I'll claim thne [ when mayhap a happier ken. 
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